
 

 

 

Board of Directors Agenda Report 

MEETING DATE: NOVEMBER 19, 2020 ITEM NUMBER:10F 

 

 

SUBJECT: Review of Current Equestrian Center Contract and Vote 
on Direction to Staff for Next Steps 

 
DATE:   November 13, 2020 
  
FROM:    Chair Rubalcava-Garcia  
  
PRESENTATION BY:  Michele Richards, CEO 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
At the Board of Directors’ discretion. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At the October 22, 2020 Board of Directors meeting, Board Chair Rubalcava-Garcia 
requested that this item be placed on the November Board meeting agenda. The 
current contract with Equestrian Services II for the operation of the Equestrian 
Center is attached. Currently, the contract is on a month-to-month basis. 
 

 The Equestrian Center is located on approximately 7.5 acres of land in the 
northeast corner of OCFEC. 

 

 There are nine (9) barns which represent 188 box stalls. 
 

 The facility includes a total of 206 12’x12’ spaces. 
 

 Currently 115 horses are boarded at the facility. 
 

 There are currently 32 vacant horse stalls at the Equestrian Center. 
 

 The facility includes 18 permanent tack room/office spaces with 1 current 
vacancy, and 21 converted tack room/office spaces with 4 current vacancies. 

 



 

 

 According to recent COVID-19 attestation forms required by the OC Health Care 
Agency, there are nine (9) private trainers who operate businesses at the 
Equestrian Center: 

o Cheval Training Stables 
o Equilux Showjumping 
o Equine Encounter 
o Integrity Sport Horses OC 
o Inverness Ridge Stables 

o Moonstone Riding 
Academy 

o O.C. Equestrian Vaulting 
o Sabo Eventing 
o Wildling Equestrian

 

 The above trainers own and board horses at the Equestrian Center. There are 
also additional horses currently boarded at the Equestrian Center which belong 
to private owners. 

  

 According to the Equestrian Services II website, the trainers provide training, 
lessons, breeding, horse care, sales and equitation (horsemanship) to their 
clients. 
 

 Some of the trainers also hold summer camps which are open to the public to 
join. 

 

 Two of the trainers, Lisa Sabo of Sabo Eventing and Sarah Klifa of Cheval 
Training Stables, formed a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization (Changing Strides) “to 
address the need for equine therapy to serve veterans, battered women, adults 
with mental challenges, and at-risk youth in the urban setting of Orange County,” 
according to their website. 

 

 As part of OCFEC’s agreement with OC Animal Care, the property serves as a 
large animal evacuation center. Most recently during the 2018 Canyon II Fire and 
again during the Silverado and Blue Ridge wildfires in October, 2020, OCFEC 
was activated as a large animal evacuation center. Over the course of 3 days, 
the Equestrian Center was used to house 20 evacuated horses from the wildfire 
zones. 
 

 The Equestrian Center continues to operate for the trainers and boarders during 
the annual OC Fair. 

 
 

 
 




















































