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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2021
9:00 A M

Meeti ng of the OCFEC Board of

Directors, stenographically reported by Patricia
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32ND DI STRI CT AGRI CULTURAL ASSOCI ATI ON
ORANGE COUNTY FAI R & EVENT CENTER
BOARD OF DI RECTORS MEETI NG
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2021
9:00 A M

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCIA: I'd like to call this
meeting to order. Al matters noticed on this agenda in
any category may be considered for action as |isted.
Any itemnot so noticed nmay not be considered. Itens
listed on this agenda may be considered in any order at
the discretion of the chairperson. The mssion of the
Orange County Fair & Event Center is celebration of
Orange County's communities, interests, agriculture and
heritage with results justifying resources expended.

At thistine I'd like to ask Director Aitken to
lead us in the Pl edge of Allegiance.

DI RECTOR Al TKEN: Thank you very nmuch. Pl ease
stand. Put your hand over your heart.

(Pl edge of Allegiance conducted.)

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you, Director

Aitken. Summer, at this tinme can you please take rol
5
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cal | ?

SECRETARY ANGUS: GCkay. Chair
Rubal cava- Garci a?

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Present. Sorry.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Vice Chair La Belle?

VI CE CHAI R LA BELLE: Present.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Director Cervantes?

DI RECTOR CERVANTES:. Present.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Director Ruiz?

DI RECTOR RU Z: Present.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Director Bagneris? Director
Al t ken?

DI RECTOR Al TKEN: Present.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Director Phan? And Director
Kovacevi ch?

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A Thank you, Summer.
And just to confirmwe do have a quorum | think I heard
five board nmenbers on the call?

SECRETARY ANGUS: Five. W have five.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  (kay. Perfect.

CEO RI CHARDS: Chair Rubal cava-Garcia, could |
just take a mnute? Summer, is there still roomon the
call for others? |'mwondering if sone of our Board
menbers are having trouble |ogging in because we've

reached our capacity?
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SECRETARY ANGUS: We're at 92.

CEO RICHARDS: Gkay. I'mgoing to ask any OC
Fair & Event Center staff that are not involved in the
nmeeting to please log off the Zoomcall so that we can
make room for others that are trying to get in. Thank
you.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you. [I'd like
to nove to agenda Item 10, which is the governance
process. At this tine | would Iike to nove agenda Item
10A to occur before closed session. Summer wl|
coordi nate any public coment for agenda |tem 10A only.
W will take general public comment after closed
session. At this time |l'd like to turn over to Sunmer
so she can organi ze anyone who would |i ke to speak
before the Board today regarding Item 10A

SECRETARY ANGUS: Ckay. |If you are using the
Zoom vi deo function and can use the chat, please go

ahead and say that you'd like to speak on item 10A and

"1l get that queued up. After that, we'll -- people
that are dialed in, we'll get those verbally as well.
Okay. | have Jeff. | see Jeff, and I'Il let this |ist
go for a nonent and then we'll get people queued up.

BONNIE: |Is that the i ssue about the Pride
flag? | don't know what --
SECRETARY ANGUS: It is, Bonnie. Wuld you

7
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like to speak on that itenf?

BONNI E:  Yeah.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Ckay. |'ll get you on the
l'ist.

BONNI E:  Ckay. Thank you.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Just for you on this
call as Summer is organi zing cl osed session, discussion
Item 10A is the item about the displaying of flags at
the Orange County Fair & Event Center. The Board wil|
di scuss and review -- take public coment on this item

BETHANY: Hi, I'mnot sure if you can hear ne.
Can you hear ne?

SECRETARY ANGUS: Yeah.

BETHANY: | did want to speak on that. | don't
have nmy chat function on ny, not on ny PC. | see you
there. | got you on the list. Gkay. Thank you.

CARLA MONTGOVERY: Carla Montgonery, too, would
like to speak on 10A.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Carl a.

SANDRA MASSI NO  Sandra Massino would like to
speak on that as well please.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Ckay.
SUSAN MEYER: Susan Meyer would |ike to speak
on 10A.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Susan.

www.regalcourtreporting.com
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REGA E MUNDEKIS:  Hi, Summer. Reggi e Mundeki s
woul d |ike to speak on 10A, please. Thank you.

CHRIS: Hello, | would like to speak on 10A

SECRETARY ANGUS: Chris?

CHRIS: Yes. |'d Ilike to speak on 10A, and
al so Ji m Mal donado woul d |ike to speak. Thank you, Jim

JERILYNN: Good norning, Sunmer, Jeri, as well.
SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Jerilynn.

VENDY LEECE: Wendy Leece would Iike to speak
on 10A, al so.

STEPHANI E CAMACHO- VAN DYKE: St ephani e
Camacho- Van Dyke would |like to speak on 10A, please.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Stephanie.

PEG CORLEY: Peg Corley would also like to
speak. Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: | saw your nessage, Peg.
Thank you.

KELLIE ANNE: Kellie Anne would |ike to speak
on 10A too.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Kellie,

LI SA SABO H, Summer. This is Lisa Sabo.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Good norning, Lisa.

LISA SABO | would like to speak on just
general public coment.

SECRETARY ANGUS: At this tinme we're not

www.regalcourtreporting.com
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queui ng up those at the nonent, Lisa. W're just --
this is for item 10A. Wen the Board goes to cl osed
session, |I'Il queue up all other agenda itens.

LI SA SABO (kay. Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you.

JEANI NE ROBBINS: Summer, this is Jeanine
Robbi ns.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Good norning, Jeanine.

JEANI NE ROBBINS: How are you?

SECRETARY ANGJS: Good. Thank you. Wuld you
like to speak on item 10A?

JEANI NE ROBBINS: 10A, but | also want to speak
on Item 8A, please, general comments.

SECRETARY ANGQUS: Ckay. Well, we're only doing
10A at the nonment. |'Il queue those up when the Board
Is in closed session.

JEANI NE ROBBINS: Okay. Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you.

VENDY LEECE: Hello, Summer. Just confirmng
that you got ny request. This is Wendy Leece.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Yes, Wendy, | have yours.

|"'mdoing the list right nowin the Zoomchat. | wll
call -- I"Il list out people's nanes just to nake sure
|'ve captured everyone. |f you can give nme just a
nomnent .
10
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CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  And while Sunmmer is
doing that, just for those of you who just joined, we
have noved agenda Item 10A up before cl osed session so
that those who wish to speak before the Board don't have
to wait so long to do so for when the Board cones back
fromclosed session. So there will still be general
coment after. This is only for agenda item 10A, which
I's discussion of the displaying of flags at the O ange
County Fair & Event Center.

SECRETARY ANGJS: Ckay. | amgoing to read a
list of names fromthe -- fromthe chat and then the
speakers that called out their nanes as well. After
that, if | did not call your nane, |'d ask that you
pl ease | et nme know.

| have Jeff LeTourneau, Harvey Liss, M ke
Gasca, Peg Corley, Brent Argo, Yvonne, Erin MCall,
Joanne Wiss, denda Galvan Garcia, Mliana Singh
Julia, Bonnie Lee, Bethany Webb, Carla Montgonery,
Sandra Massino, Susan Meyer, Reggie Mindekis, Chris, Jim
Mal donado, Jerilynn, Wendy Leece, Stephani e Camacho- Van
Dyke, Kellie Anne, and then there was a Jean. D d |
m ss anyone?

TODD MARTIN:  Yeah, can you get Todd Martin on
t here?

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Todd.

11
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JI M MALDONADO  Yes, and actually Brent Argo
didn't want to speak. [|'mJim Maldonado. |'mhis
husband. It's just Jim Mal donado that wants to speak,
not Brent Argo.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Ckay. Thank you, Brent.

THERESA NGUYEN:. This is Theresa Nguyen.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Theresa Nguyen?

THERESA NGUYEN:. Yes, please.

SECRETARY ANGUS: And Pi per.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Sunmmer, how many
speakers is that at this tinme?

SECRETARY ANGUS: 27, if | counted correctly.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A: Ckay. Due to the
| arge nunmber of public speakers on this item we're
going to go ahead and allot two mnutes to everybody who
w shes to speak before the Board today. Before we get
started, is there anybody el se who would |ike to speak
on agenda item 10A. This is specifically for 10A and
not for general public comrent.

KELLI E AVAKIAN: It's saying that the anmount of
speakers is maxed and so there's two to three other
people that would like to get onit. | can give you
their nanes if possible, but they're unable to get to
the Zoomcall.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  kay.

12
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CEO RICHARDS: Al so we have a board nenber who
is also trying to get on. Once again, if you are a
menber of the OC Fair & Event Center staff or any of our
partners, |I'mgoing to ask, please, that you | eave the
Zoomcall so that we can make roomfor -- for at the
very | east our board nenber trying to get on and then
ot her menbers of the public who wish to speak.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  And Summer, is there a
way to increase capacity or is 100 our max?

SECRETARY ANGJS: |I'mgoing to defer to Jason
on that.

JASON JACOBSEN: |I'mworking on that as we
speak right now.

CHAl R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  (kay. So why don't we
go ahead and get started with public comment for now?
"' mjust going to go ahead and read our general public
coment statenent since we are taking public coment on
agenda Item 10A. And then |I'mgoing to go ahead and
turn it over to the Community Affairs Conmmttee so that
they can present on this item That's Director Ruiz and
Di rect or Kovacevi ch.

Matters of public comment is allowed on issues
not on the current agenda. However, no debate fromthe
Board shall be permtted on such public coments and no

action wll be taken on such public coment itens at

13
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this time as law requires formal public notice prior to
any action on docket item Speakers are requested to
signin prior to the start of the neeting and are
limted to three m nutes.

At this tine we're limting it to tw due to
the | arge nunber of commenters today. Conments will be
accepted on agenda itens during the neeting. Speakers
W shing to address the Board on itens on the agenda are
requested to sign in prior to the start of the neeting
and identify the agenda item on which you desire to
address the Board. Speakers are limted to two m nutes
today and this is just for agenda |tem 10A

| would Iike to turn it over at this tinme to
Director Ruiz and Director Kovacevich

DI RECTOR RU Z: Thank you, Chair Rubal cava.
Thank you for this opportunity for allow ng us to speak
during this such inportant event here before us. W've
had several neetings throughout the year in regards to
this issue. As you all knowin May of that |ast year --
2019, | apol ogi ze -- we adopted to fly the LGBTQ Pride
flag.

And so when the commttee was fornmed with
Di rector Kovacevich and I, we got a lot of emails, phone
calls of people wanting us to either keep it flying or,

you know, fly other flags or consider doing other things

14
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to include other people as well. So on the 16th of this
year, we had a neeting. And so the commttee decided to
bring it back to the Board for discussion -- for

di scussi on and action whether we want to anmend this flag
Issue or we affirmit.

So we wanted to bring it back to the Board
because of all the, you know, people that reached out to
us whether via e-mail, phone calls, what have you. So
that's the reason why we brought it up. And so Director
Kovacevich and | discussed it, and we wanted to bring it
for the entire Board and have a discussion on this so we
can nove forward with this and di scuss other issues that
we need to focus on regarding diversity. So with that,
"Il turn it over to Director Kovacevich, if he has
anyt hi ng el se.

DI RECTOR KOVACEVI CH:  Thank you, Director Ruiz.
And yeah, just to echo your comments, you know, the
Community Affairs Commttee and the Board of Directors
feels like there's a lot of things that we need to be
wor king on for the Fair and for the conmunity. However,
this flag issue seens to continue to take a ot of tine
away fromthose issues. So we did nake the decision
that we just want to bring this back to the Board.

There was the resolution nade a year ago, as you

nentioned -- or in 2019.
15
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So, you know, basically we're recomending that
the Board either affirm reaffirm or anmend that
resolution. That way we can nove on fromthis flag
I ssue and no longer will it continue to cone up and
distract fromother issues that we're looking to
acconplish. So we know that this is obviously a big
turn out for public coment. W |ook forward to hearing
fromthe public.

The Board has been briefed wth a | ot of
material, including the survey, all of the e-mails that
we' ve received, comments from previous neetings. So the
Board is hopefully very well inforned to be able to nake
a decision and nost inportantly put this matter behind
us so we can continue to focus on other priorities going
forward throughout the rest of this year.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you, Director
Kovacevich and Ruiz. Are there any other comments from
the Board before we turn it over to public conment? At
this tinme, Summer, can you please take the first
speaker ?

DI RECTOR AI TKEN: Sorry. Chair Rubal cava, |
had ny hand raised. |1'd like to nmake a brief coment
before public comment. | really want to -- when | first
saw this on the agenda, it was a little trepidation, but

| really want to thank you, Chair Rubal cava-Garcia, and

16
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the commttee for bringing this forward because | agree
Wth the coonmttee chairs in that | think it's inportant
t hat everyone's voice is heard.

And so for those of us that have joined us over
the last year, | think it's really inportant that they
don't feel that their voices are ignored. And I think
this really brings finality, hopefully, to this issue.
But | want to start wth a bit of background before
publ i c conment.

The flag was raised in 2019 after a fornmer
Board nmenber raised the issue, and it wasn't in a
vacuum |t was in wake of the post night club shooting.
More locally, the 2018 nurder of teen Bl aze Bernstein.
And so a lot of prom nent spaces around Orange County
were | ooking for a unifying synbol to pronounce that in
t hese spaces all are wel cone.

In the sanme year, we hosted our Qut at the
Fair, which was wldly successful and a strong statenent
fromour Board about the inclusivity of our property for
out LGBTQ patrons and their famlies, but that summer
was not wi thout controversy. W saw that right after
the raising of the Pride flag, it was torn down and
stolen, not in an act of unity but in an act of hate.

And I"'mbringing that up as a Catholic, we're

in the mddle of, you know, for me, ny lenten season,

17
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and | always appreciate the seasonal call to reflect on
what you have been and what you can be. It's atime to
realize that every year we're called to be a better
version of the person that we were yesterday, and it's
not an easy calling.

And this issue has really made ne reflect that,
what is ny calling? And when | see the rainbow flag, |
reflect on the single ray of light which refracts in
different angles to nake a rainbow. And when | see
God's light refracting on Earth to create mankind, |
realize that he could have made us that we're al
wor shi ping the same God. That the color of our hair is
the sane. W all speak the sane | anguage, but he
didn't.

And | believe that this is his greatest test.
| think it's difficult to find conmon ground with those
that are different fromourselves, but if we can see

that we are all part of the same light, that is an

inmportant first step. | see the flag, and | see nyself
as a Catholic, | see nyself as a nother, | see nyself as
a wonman.

And |'m asking those that are opposed to this
Issue that -- to really |ook at a rainbow the next tine

you see one. Do you have a favorite color? Do you

enjoy the rain that creates it? Do you -- did you like
18
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to collect rainbow stickers when you were a chil d?

Can you find a piece of that rai nbow outside of
t he whol e that resonates personally with you? Because
the flag flying outside our building is just a piece of
fabric. And so, | guess, ny ask would be to the public
that we all find at |east one thread in that flag's
fabric that speaks to us, because if we can do that,
that is progress, and that is why the flag is inportant.
And I wll be asking that we reaffirmthe Fair Board's
commtnent to flying the LGBTQ flag. Thank you.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you, Director
Aitken. Any other comments fromthe Board before we
open it up to public comment? Hearing that there are
none, Summer, can you please call on the first speaker?

SECRETARY ANGUS: Yes. I'Ill call on the first
few, so people are ready. Jeff LeTourneau, followed by
Bonni e Lee, Harvey Liss, and then Bethany Wbb. Jeff,
when you' re ready.

JEFF LETOURNEAU. Thank you. First of all [et
me start by thanking Chair Rubal cava and the Board for
their courageous step of flying this flag. Hopefully
wth athird of ny tinme, I"'mnot sure I'll get to but |
want to really share one or two quick stories if | have
ti me about how nuch |'ve been told that neant to so many

peopl e, nostly young and margi nal i zed peopl e who thought

19
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their government was their eneny.

|''ma 30-plus year activist of LGBTQ and Al DS
activist in this county. Thirty of those years |'ve
lived wth HV and AIDS, so | have wal ked the wal k and
felt the oppression and therefore the need for this
flag. | remenber the first Pride festival when the
police offered to the people riding in cars in the
parade if they wanted to wear Kevlar vests, and |
remenber getting dirty diapers throwm at us and ugly
signs by the Traditional Values Coalition people.

| remenber the first AIDS wal k, sane thing.
Little five-, six-year-old kids carrying signs "QGy.
Got AIDS yet?" The hatred and the trail was just
dreadful. | renmenber being ordered outside of the K
West Bar in Garden Gove and they'd just stand outside
for an hour as they were checking IDs just pure police
harassnment sitting down the block pulling people over
day after day after day after day as a form of
institutionalized honmophobi a.

And during all of this tine and especially

during the Al DS pandem c, you had Congressman Dornan and

Congressnman Danneneyer and city/state senator G|
Ferguson, forner Irvine mayor Christina Shea, and Lou
Shel don with the Traditional Values Coalition in

positions of power, just relentless pounding and
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honmophobi a and Al DS phobi a, | ack of governnent services
to help. And so | hear, although this is the first
nmeeting |'ve attended that the main reason for this is
i ke why them and nobody us? Well --

SECRETARY ANGUS. Thank you, Jeff, that is

tinmne.

JEFF LETOURNEAU. Okay. Just please just two
nmor e wor ds.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Summrer, can we (o
ahead and -- 1'd like Jeff to finish that one | ast

st atenent, please.

JEFF LETOURNEAU: Yeah, yeah. \When peopl e ask
you know, why us? |It's because we've been through a
l ong, hard wnter and institutional recognition and
governnent recognition they were part of that is just so
very inportant. Thank you, again, for the opportunity
to speak.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: GCkay. Bonnie Lee, when
you're ready. |'Il circle back. Harvey Lee -- Harvey

Li ss, when you're ready.

HARVEY LISS. |['mready. |'mHarvey Liss --
BONNIE LEE: Oh, I'msorry. |I'msorry. |
didn't turn ny -- if Harvey wants to go, he can.

HARVEY LI SS: No, go ahead. Go ahead, Bonnie.
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BONNI E LEE: Ckay. Al right. So I've only
become an activist recently in the political denocratic
comunity, but | knew Blaze -- | didn't know Bl aze
Bernstein, but | certainly knew his famly. And taking
down the sign would be such an affront to his nenory and
it's just giving into hate.

| nmean, | don't see the big difference to --
and I know the real reason this cane up is because of
hate. The sane reason why our Capitol building was
attacked. | don't see any difference. It doesn't
matter to me that |I'mnot a nmenber of the gay community.
| -- 1 -- 1 -- tonme, as a Jew sh person, it's just as
much an assault, an affront, you know, as if | were a
menber of that comunity.

| think there's many people |I know and | ove
that would feel exactly the sane way that | do. So |
just don't want the OC fairgrounds that | have been
going to for every year to give in to that kind of hate
and oppression. There's too nmuch going on in the world
today that's so bad, and we al nost had our own
governnent overturned with an attenpted coup.

And it's those sane people who are, fromny
perspective -- and the idea that it was even raise to
take down the flag is an affront to freedomand |iberty

and basic human rights and dignity, fromny perspective.
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Ckay. That's what | wanted to say.

SECRETARY ANGUS: All right. Thank you,
Bonnie. Harvey, go ahead.

HARVEY LISS:. H . |'mHarvey Liss, a 45-year
resident of Irvine. So what's the purpose of flying the
Pride flag? Well, its purpose is to indicate that the
LGBTQ community, a conmunity that has been opposed for a
very long tinme is welcome and safe. M thread in the
flag is the G the green.

Here's sone additional history, which | was
i nvol ved, local history. On July 12th, 1988, then Mayor
Larry Agran led the Irvine Gty Council to add sexual
orientation to the city's human rights ordinance. Only
the third city in California to do so after San
Franci sco and Laguna Beach. |Imediately the forces of
bigotry rose up and passed ball ot neasure Mthat renoved
sexual orientation fromthat sanme ordinance.

| remenber in the 1990s, young thugs from San
Cl emente woul d cone up to Laguna Beach to beat up the
gay guys as they were leaving the bars and dance cl ubs
on Friday nights. Fortunately, |I was spared. On
Septenber 30th, 1991, Governor Pete WIson vetoed AB101
t hat woul d have outl| awed enpl oynent di scrim nation based
on sexual orientation. | was with hundreds of others

who were chased by the cavalry arnmed with batons while
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protesting outside LA City Hall during the governor's
I1l-advised visit.

A year earlier in the background of a friend I
had contri buted 250 bucks to WIlson's el ection canpai gn
on his promse to sign such a bill if elected. Well, |
was robbed. On January 1st, 2000 the State's Fair
Enpl oynent and Housi ng Act prohibited discrimnation on
housi ng and enpl oynent based on sexual orientation, thus
overtly Irvine's discrimnatory ordi nance.

Yes, flying the Pride flag is an
I mportant synbol of wel come and inclusion, especially to
t hose who m ght have been fired, beaten up, or nurdered
in an earlier tinme and currently as well. That tinme has
resurrected for sone of us under the Trunp
adm ni stration that frankly only illum nated that the
I npression |lies ever-present just below the surface.
That flag, if anything, is now needed nore than ever.
Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you. Bethany Webb,
when you' re ready.

BETHANY WEBB: Hi . Can you see ne?

SECRETARY ANGUS: Yes. (o ahead.

BETHANY WEBB: So | amthe nother of a
trans daughter who went to school with Blaze Bernstein

at OCSA. We live in Huntington Beach. She actually
24

www.regalcourtreporting.com
866-228-2685 REGAL




© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N T N T N N N S T N e e R N L i
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

O.C. FAIR & EVENT CENTER
Board of Directors Meeting on 02/25/2021

currently worked in Costa Mesa, but she was the sane
year as both Blaze and the person that took his life.
The greatest fear that a nom has is sonebody hurting her
child. And as the nother of sonebody that's LEBTQ a
trans, | -- the nost vulnerable -- | don't nean to take
anyt hing away from everybody el se. Everybody's

vul ner abl e.

But a trans woman is in danger when she steps
out of the house. And all that I'masking is that
people try to understand that we have been through and
are living through the nost divisive tine in our life
and that people are acting out against our Asian
brothers and sisters because of the President's
statenent, "Kung Flu" and against our Jew sh brothers
and sisters and our -- and since 911 agai nst our
brothers and sisters that do Islam but the LGBTQ
comunity is certainly always a target.

And when you do sonething that includes them
that shows themthat they're not a mstake. |If you are
a religious person then how do you think God nakes
m stakes, if you believe that God created every person
and he created themin the totality that they are? So
when you fly that flag, you give -- you give confidence
and integrity to people that have been maligned

t hroughout their life.
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SECRETARY ANGUS: That's tine.

BETHANY WEBB: Ckay.

SECRETARY ANGUS: |1'mgoing to call the next
group of speakers. Mke Gasca, followed by Carla
Mont gonery, Peg Corley and Sandra Masino. M ke, when
you' re ready.

M KE GASCA: H . Thank you, nmenbers of the
Board. | want to speak interestingly enough in support
of continuing to keep the rainbow flag. | ama nmenber
of Irvine, a nenber of the LGBT conmmunity, and | ama
pretty staunch conservative that did support Donal d
Trunp. But | amvery dissappointed in the advocacy by
many of ny col | eagues on the right.

W |ike to use the history of our party, how we
were once the party that advocated for civil liberties
and supported the Black comunity during the civil
rights nmovenent, and | fear that we have dangerously
veered too far to the right in advocacy |ike the issue
that we're tal king about today. There's a |ot of
support for only waiving the Anerican, the California
State flag, but we forget that both of those
constitutions begin with a basic declaration of rights
that proclains every human's ability to have life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

And for targeted marginalized comunities,

26

www.regalcourtreporting.com
866-228-2685 REGAL




© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N T N T N N N S T N e e R N L i
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

O.C. FAIR & EVENT CENTER
Board of Directors Meeting on 02/25/2021

those things are not granted. And allow ng sonething as

sinple as a flag is an unequi vocal nessage that O ange
County and the fairgrounds are a place that wel conmes
every single person without fear of persecution, of

j udgenent, or of discrimnation, and it's a small thing
that we can do to enbrace a community that | can tel

you firsthand has often been excluded and ostraci zed.

| think it's really inportant to recogni ze that

t hose basic notions that "All lives matter” or "I don't
support that lifestyle" should not be a redirect that
creates policy in America. W abandoned a theocracy
centuries ago, but nore inportantly, every life in
Anerica can't matter until the elimnation of

di sproportionate outcones in certain conunities or
comunities people fear for their |ife because of basic

choices is nonexistent in this country.

SECRETARY ANGUS: That's tine. Next speaker is

Carla Montgonery. Carla, when you're ready.

CARLA MONTGOMERY:  Thank you so nuch. It's an
honor to speak to you guys today on this beautiful day
here in Costa Mesa. | just want you to know that |'m

here to spread | ove, to understand the situation of our

fairgrounds flags. | have many nmenbers in ny famly who

are of the LGBTQ comunity, and | love themdearly. And

| don't think that our flag situation is big enough for
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t hem or good enough for them

Sony -- ny -- |'masking today that we would
actually make a nenorial. | would like to have bel ow
the flags that are currently flying and | eave just the
three flags up there but nove the LGBTQ flag down with a
menorial of all persecuted people in our country. |
just feel like it is an opportunity for us to showase
to all of our nenbers in our comunity, our children,
and everybody that there's just way too nuch persecution
in our lives.

So | would like to keep special things for the
LG&BT -- sorry. 1'mhaving ny tongue tied right now.
For the beautiful comunity that that flag does
represent, but, like, I would like to keep the Quted at
the Fair program and that -- because | do believe that,
you know, |love is the answer, okay. But | also believe
that there are -- the definition of diversity is the
condi tion of having or being conposed of different
el ements, especially the inclusion of people of
different races, cultures, religions, organizations, and
the Iike.

So | amrealizing that we tried to -- or that |
heard a Board nenber was trying to put up the Bl ack
Hi story flag for this nonth. W are in Black History
Month, and the Board was not willing to do that. And
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this is where ny concern came because diversity was not
really being highlighted in our community or in the
fairgrounds, which is in their statement and is which is
their goal. So nmy goal is to ask for a diverse nenoria
of flags that go below the flags.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Carla, thank you. |'msorry.
That's tine.

CARLA MONTGOVERY: On, okay. Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Next up we have Peg Corl ey.
Peg, when you're ready.

PEG CORLEY: (Good norning, and thank you to the
Board for allowng us to speak this norning. |
appreci ate the opportunity to be here. |'mthe
executive director of the LGBTQ center in Orange County
in Santa Ana. | was also there in May of 2019 at your
Board's invitation to help raise the flag at the OC
fairgrounds, and it was a really lovely norning, and |
was very proud to be there.

And | know the intent behind it was exactly as
Ashl eigh stated earlier this norning, and that is the
nost unifying synbol there is. And | support it now as
| supported it then. The Pride flag flying at the OC
fairgrounds is the single nost inclusive synbol in the
world, and if you can please just for a nonent inagine

all of the multiple intersectionalities that exist
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wthin the LGBTQ conmunity.

There's literally every -- there's
representation in every ethnicity, religion,
nei ghbor hood, and walk of life in the LGTQ conmunity.
The Pride flag is a synmbol for diversity, inclusion, and
acceptance. Also, it includes people who have faced
lifetimes of hate, oppression, and | ack of
representation in their home communities. Flying the
Pride flag is a statenent that this is a safe space for
the nost diverse comunity and for our LGBTQ people of
col or who are twice or three tinmes marginalized.

You are saying, "This is a safe space. This is
part of your community. You are welcone here." The COC
fairgrounds nmade a beautiful statenment in My of 2019
and since then, |ove and acceptance is flying the Pride
flag. That's sinply what it nmeans. Renoving it now
woul d be worse than never having raised it. Wth that
said, | encourage the Board to remain steadfast in your
conmtnent to create a safe space. The OC conmmunity
needs you. Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: All right. Thank you, Peg.
Sandra Masi no, when you're ready.

SANDRA MASI NGO Can you hear ne?

SECRETARY ANGUS: Yes. (o ahead pl ease.

SANDRA MASINO:  Okay. Hi, there. Thank you.
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| didn't come here to tal k about nyself, but | am
Catholic, | amdark brown, | amof Mexican descent, and

| won't go down nenory | ane about how tough it was
growng up in Orange County during the 70s, but |
survived. | also survived sexual abuse as a child. [I'm
a nother. I'mawfe. | amstraight, and | ama
conservative, and none of that should matter over and
above what anyone else is or isn't.

| live in College Park right across fromthe
fairgrounds, and we |l ove the OC Fair. W have people
cone over during the time when the Fair is in session.
W love it. W don't mnd the sound. W don't mnd the
traffic. W love the Pacific Anphitheater, and we think
there should be a way for that to stay open all year
round. We think performng arts is very, very
I nportant, and by the way, ny husband is a theater
consul tant and an architectural engineer specializing in
acoustics. So we can get that to be open all year
round.

But in and around the fairgrounds there are so
many other things to see. The softball fields, TeWnkle
Park, the tennis courts, the skate board park. Davis
Magnet School, the junior high, Oange Coast Coll ege,
Costa Mesa City Hall, just about everyone attending or

using these facilities have special interests, special
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affiliations, and many sources of pride in their lives,
and yet, these are all places where we cone together.

There isn't any invitation needed. Everybody
feels safe because everybody is one in these pl aces.

Di splaying the flag of any one special interest group

| eaves the rest out. |If we are truly one then we should
stay as one. This is the OC Fair, in the State of
California, in the United States of America, and we need
not be divi ded.

Does one flag (audi o/ connectivity interruption)
it does, and if it does that to so nuch as one person
then it doesn't belong. WII it be difficult to take
down the Pride flag? WMybe, maybe not, but so be it.

But 1'll have to tell you, | take exception to those who
care to preach about their beliefs because you have no

I dea what anybody el se has endured or what anyone el se
bel i eves and you really don't seemto care.

This isn't about you. This is about the OC
Fair and everybody at the Fair. Children are being
abducted right now Do we wave a flag for that?
Abducted right now. There are wonen being held in
sl avery, nmen being held in slavery right now on US
territory. Does anybody care?

SECRETARY ANGUS: That's tine. Thank you. Al

right. I'mgoing to call the next group of speakers.
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Suzanne Meyer, followed by Yvonne Su, and Reggie
Mundeki s. Susan, when you're ready.

SUSAN MEYER. Hello. Thank you. It's a
priviledge to be here this norning. | amin support of
flying the Pride flag. The Board nade the right
decision to include everyone by flying the Pride flag.
|''ma 60-year resident of Orange County. Thirty years
|'ve lived in Costa Mesa across fromthe Orange County
fairgrounds in the Coll ege Park nei ghborhood.

| woul d wal k over to the Fair al nost every day.
The Fair represented comunity. |t represented famly,
friends, fun, social gatherings. It was an educational
opportunity, but nost inportant, it represented to ne
community. |I'ma lesbian. | knew | was different than
ny friends at an early age. | didn't |ike boys the way
ny girlfriends did.

| felt alone. | couldn't even explainit to
nyself. As | noved through junior high to high school,
the kids realized | was different, and they made fun of
me. The girls would punch ne during PE. They woul d
pull my hair, spit on ne, take ny towel, chase ne around
the locker room | didn't want to be different. |
didn't want to be spit on. | thought sonething was

wong Wth ne.

There were -- these were ny formative years. |
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contenplated suicide. | had ny -- | hid ny sexuality.
Yes, | was in the closet alone until |aws were being
crafted and signed into -- and signed to alleviate the

di scrimnation. M very close friends knew, but I

didn't feel safe to cone out at work until | was al nost
40 years old. | was already in a commtted relationship
wth a wonman for five years living in College Park unti

| felt safe enough to cone out.

If | had seen the Pride flag flown at the
fairgrounds when | was younger, perhaps | woul d have
felt supported and equal in society, a part of the
comunity. And perhaps | woul d not have contenpl at ed
suicide. (Audio/connectivity interruption)

di scrimnation and hate is still around us. | renmenber
Bl aze Bernstein. Please continue to fly the flag.
Thank you for your tine.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Ckay. Yvonne Sue, when
you' re ready.

YVONNE SUE: Good norning, everyone. M nane
I's Yvonne. |'ma Tustin resident, and | lived in lrvine
for the past -- for 14 years, and | go to Costa Mesa and
the fairgrounds quite often during -- before. And
unfortunately we can't assune that all public spaces are

safe for LGBTQ people. There's a lot of incidences of

trans people still getting physical attacks perhaps not
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in Orange County, but el sewhere.

And to nme there's nothing nore political than
pul ling dowmn the flag. In fact, pulling down the flag
woul d be far nore political than keeping it up. The
Pride flag is apolitical. It's a synbol of |ove and
acceptance, and | think it is not exclusionary to
straight marriages, it's not exclusionary to
Christianity or Catholicism In fact, all faiths,
genders and sexual orientations and rel ationships can
see thenselves in the LGBTQ fl ag.

It's affirmng, and | think that it wll
strengt hen what the OC fairgrounds stands for, what our
conmunity stands for, and it would attract nore visitors
because they know they are recognized and they will be
safe at the OC fairgrounds. And | hope the Board wll
consider leaving it up. Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you. Reggi e Mundekis,
when you' re ready.

REGG E MUNDEKIS: H . Good norning. |'m
Reggi e Mundeki s, and thank you for this opportunity to
address you this norning. | support continuing to fly
the rainbow flag. | also appreciate what Director
Aitken said, you said it very well. The rainbow fl ag
says just conme as you are, and you will be safe and

wel cone.
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So this nmorning let's nove past honmophobi a and
get onto sonething we really need to tal k about which is
how the OC fairgrounds is going to support our |oca
Orange County business community by allow ng our |ocal
restaurants and businesses to participate in the annual
OC Fair to nake noney and to participate in year-round
events. Thank you, and |I'm happy to see the rai nbow
flag to keep flying.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Reggie. |'m going
to call the next group of speakers. Erin MCall,
followed by Chris, Joanne Wi ss, and Ji m Mal donado.

Erin, when you're ready.

ERIN MCCALL: Yes. Hello. Thank you so nuch
for allowng us this space today. | just wanted to
speak out in support of the LGBT Pride flag. As we've
seen from ot her speakers before, there is a rich history
of LGBT progress but also struggle in Orange County, and
there is a history of oppression and harassnent and
hatred that is still going on to this day that has
resulted in taking the lives of our comunity nenbers.

And for nme the thing is that the Pride flag is
about visibility. [It's about sending a bright and
colorful signal that LGBT people are | oved and respected
inthis community. So why is it that people are trying

to take down this flag? |It's about racier, and to take
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down the flag it's about racier. |It's about pulling
peopl e out back into closets.

That's the whole point of this. They do not
want to see LGBT people in at the Fair. They don't want
to think about it because they hate LGBT people. That's
why we're having this public discord. That's why we're
having all this quote on quote division is because
there's a large group of people who hate other people
l'ike nyself and my famly so nuch that they want them
excl uded.

LGBT people come fromevery single wal k of
life, race, color. The Pride flag is the unity flag.
The Pride flag represents literally everyone, and it
represents us in a way that says we can be | oved and
respected and safe in a place.

That is the nunber one priority of the OC Fair,
and | hope that you guys keep it up and nake an
affirmant that you're going to keep it and use this
opportunity to highlight the history of Orange County
and LGBT rights and activismand your comunity to
keepi ng that community and other comunity nenbers safe.
Thank you very nuch for your tine.

SECRETARY ANGUS: All right. Thank you, Erin.
| didn't get a last nane, but there's a Chris that woul d

like to speak. Chris, when you're ready.
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CHRIS: Hello, yes. Can you hear ne?

SECRETARY ANGUS: Yes. Go ahead, please.

CHRIS: | would Iike to speak in support of the
Board of Directors actually anending their decision to
fly the nulticolored flag. | was kind of insulted by
previ ous speakers who said that people who are asking
for the nulticolored flag to be not flown at the
fairgrounds are doing it froma place of hate. That is
not true, not true for nme, not true for many of the
ot her speakers that have spoken here. | know it for a
fact.

The reason nost of us -- or I'Il speak for
nyself. The reason | would like the flag not to be
flown there is because it's selecting one specific group
of people. A special group. A group that | do support.
| know many people in the comunity. But it's selecting

one special group to be representati ve.

And then if -- it's elimnating other special
groups. Wy can't they have a flag? | speak to ask the
Board of Directors to change the -- their position and

to renove a special interest flag, specifically the
multicolored flag. And thank you very nuch for your
time and attention.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Chris. Joanne

Wi ss, when you're ready.
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JOANNA WEI SS:  Thank you. My nane is Joanna
Weiss. |'mpresident of WAVE of Wonen for Anerican
Val ues and Ethics, a philanthropic organi zation
conprised of nore than 2,000 Orange County nen and
wonen. |'m speaking on behalf of our menbers as well as
personal | y having been born and raised in Orange County.
|*'malso a patron of the Orange County fairground and
was a resident of Orange -- excuse ne of Costa Mesa and
l'ived across the street fromthe fairgrounds for a
nunber of years.

|'d first like to honor and thank the brave
speakers who preceded ne in sharing their personal and
fam |y experiences of the discrimnation they faced,
particularly Susan, Jeff, and Bethany. Your stories
Illustrate the inportance of this synbol of the flag as
acceptance to allow marginalized an incredibly diverse
comunity. On behalf of WAVE as wel|l as other patrons
of the fairgrounds, | urge you to reject the calls to
t ake down the beautiful LGBTQ Pride flag.

As Director Atken eloquently stated, the flag
Is a powerful symbol of inclusion and unity and the
continued display of the flag is a well appreciated
gesture towards our community menbers and a testanment to
t he val ues we share in Orange County. The LGBTQ

comunity is an inportant part of our group in our
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comunity, that includes people fromevery political
party, religion, ethnic background, and cultural
identity.

We hope that you continue to show the OC Fair's
commtnent to inclusion and safety for all nenbers of
our communities including the LGBTQ comunity by
continuing to fly the flag. Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Joanna. Jim
Mal donado, when you're ready.

JIM MALDONADO. Yes. Hello. Thank you for
letting nme speak. You know, |'m speaking as a gay
married male. And |I've lived in Orange County all ny
life. And | can just speak from personal experience
what the flag, the rainbow flag, being raised in the
Orange County fairgrounds neans to ne, personally.

| -- it's sonething that | just really
appreciate to see. Appreciation isn't even enough of a
word, you know. |'m 60 years old, and |'ve -- it was
difficult -- very, very difficult grow ng up gay, you
know. There was just a |ot of oppression, | -- | even
tried to conmt suicide when | was an adol escent.

And | know, | would inmagine the youth seeing
this flag flying who are gay or bisexual or trans would

just feel so nmuch support and inclusion, you know, in

seeing this flag being flown, and I'mjust -- |'mvery
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proud that this flag is flown in Orange County at the
Orange County fairgrounds. It -- it -- it just is very
encouragi ng and very supportive. And | would like to
continue seeing it fly. Thank you very nuch.

SECRETARY ANGUS: All right. Thank you, Jim
|'mgoing to call the next group of speakers. @ enda
Gal van Garcia, followed by Jerilynn, MIlian Singh, and
Wendy Leece. denda, when you're ready.

GLENDA GALVAN GARCIA:  Hello. Thank you so
much for having me. | appreciate the opportunity. M
name is Genda, and |'ma lifelong resident of Orange
County. |I'ma nother, and | attended OCC nany years
ago. And I'ma fervent supporter of flying the Pride
flag. | think it's very inportant that OC recognizes
our conmunity.

' ma heterosexual woman, but I'mdefinitely an
ally. And I think that Orange County needs to be on the
right side of history and choose inclusion and
community. And | really don't understand the stance
that sonehow it favors the gay community or excl udes
anything else. Al it neans by flying the flag is that
the LGBTQ comunity is included, and that we're safe in
the same way that the LGBTQ community can marry. |t
doesn't take anything away from anybody el se's marri age.

It just means that you're included.
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So again, |I'mvery much in favor of flying the
flag, and I think to take it down at this point would
just give voice to the other side that is in favor of
exclusion and that negative nentality. So again, |
think the flag should continue to -- the flag should
continue to fly. Thank you so nuch.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, denda. Jerilynn,
when you' re ready.

JERILYNN: Good norning, Board of Directors.
Thank you so nuch for finally adding this topic to the
agenda. | really appreciate the opportunity to have a
conversation about it. WlIl over a year ago, the Board
of Directors nmade a collective decision about conmunity
input to begin flying an additional flag year round at
t he fairgrounds.

This flag represents only one segnent of our
mul ti-diverse community in Orange County, and yet it's
been given a unique place of prom nence and stature at
the fairgrounds. Wile it's unclear why this decision
was made, it begs the question, why weren't other flags
t hat represent Orange County interests or other
oppressed peopl e groups considered as wel | ?

After all, the OC fairgrounds' own m ssion
statenment says cel ebrating Orange County's conmunities,

Interests, agriculture, and heritage. However, shortly
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after this flag was approved, the sane Board of
Directors quickly denied a request by one of its own
menbers to fly a flag in recognition of Black Hi story
Mont h.  Why?

Wiy was the opportunity to recogni ze ot her
cultures or others who have faced oppression denied? |
hear how nuch the rai nbow flag is appreciated. Wy
can't others enjoy this sane kind of support and
appreciation? It doesn't take away fromtheir flag.

From the beginning, this conversation's never
been about the nerits of one flag over another. |
repeat, this is not about the nerits of any one
particular flag. |It's rather about the preference
that's been given to one flag over others. This really
Is the point of the conversation.

Shouldn't the Fair be fair in recognizing all
comunities and interests that nake up the OC?

Shoul dn't ot her people have the opportunity to be

cel ebrated and recogni zed as well? And if the answer is
no to that question, then the Board nust clarify how
paying tribute to only one specific group while
disregarding all the others is fair or equitable.

If the goal is really about naking all fee
wel cone at the fairgrounds then | think the Board has

m ssed the mark by giving exclusivity and preference to
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just one flag. Moving forward on this issue, | would
kKindly submt that the best policy for all is one that
w Il be exclusive of all. This can be acconplished by
flying different flags with different interests,
heritages, or cultures or by just flying flags that
already represent all of us, which would be the
California flag, the United States flag, and the OC
fairgrounds fl ag.

To do ot herwi se would sinply show disregard to
t he many ot her people that live in our wonderfully
di verse county and have already voiced their desire to
see nore inpulsivity at the fairgrounds. Thank you very
much for your consideration to opening up opportunities
for other interests and cultures in devel opi ng new
policies regarding the flags flying over the
fairgrounds.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Jeri. Mliana
Si ngh, when you're ready.

M LIANA SING Thank you so nuch for having ne,
and | wanted to reiterate sone of the words after
Aitken. |I'mMliana Sing, nmy pronouns are she/her/hers.
And | amwth the LGBTQ center of Orange County. | also
sit on the Board for OC Pride where we did have CQut at
the Fair in 2019.

| amnot a Orange County native, but | ama
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transplant from Orange County, Florida, where | was in
Ol ando in 2016 when the Pul se shooting happen, and that
was a very stark reality for me. Flying the Pride flag
Is a synmbol of inclusion, and it pays homage to the
bl ack and brown trans wonmen who fought really hard for
us to be in this space today in a tine when even though
we have marriage equality, we have the Equality Fair
Act, and inclusive housing, our inclusive health care in
the State of California -- we still have the highest
hom cide rates for trans fol ks, especially trans wonen
of color, predom nantly black trans wonen.

And this Pride flag shows that after every
fight, after every storm after every rain, there is a
beautiful rainbow, there is a prism And as so many
ot her fol ks have eloquently stated, LGBTQ fol ks are
present in every walk of life, and so to take the Pride
flag down woul d be a disservice to all of the work that
this comunity has done thus far and the relationships
that we have had with the OC fairgrounds. Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, MIliana. Wendy
Leece, when you're ready.

VENDY LEECE: Yes. Good norning. |I'd like to
t hank nmenbers Ruiz and Kovacevich and the Board for
giving us this tinme to reason together. Hello, Reggie.

Hell o, Susan. And | was listening very carefully to
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Jeff Letourneau's conmments. And |'mpersonally sorry
for what happened years ago, and things have changed.
That was then, and this is now. As Carla was
tal ki ng about, maybe we -- our hearts have changed, and
the people that were the spokespeople then -- you felt
di scrimnated, you felt hate. But | think we've cone a
| ong way, especially in Orange County and Costa Mesa.
have fam |y nenbers who are nenbers of your community,

but the issue is to reason together and to continue this

di al ogue so that, |ike, what Erin was saying -- | do not
hate you, Erin. | worked with you on Catrina's
canpai gn.

And to di senfranchi se us because we have a
difference of opinion, we've got to cone together. | do
not think that a flag can make anybody safe at the
Orange County fairgrounds because people are people. W
have to do nore to recogni ze those who are oppressed.

| think right nowwth anti-Semtism we should
fly the Jewish flag. W should fly the African Anerican
flag. | guess we could fly the Ci sgender flag. The --
any flag of anybody who's been oppressed. |'ve been
oppressed as a worman, a single woman. So | think
Carla's idea of having a special place for those people
who have been oppressed to recognize all mnorities, |

think that's a sol ution.
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And | would ask you to search your own hearts
and anend this resolution and start over. You set a
precedent here for one flag and we are one nation under
the Anerican flag, under the California flag, and under
the fairgrounds flag. And | think we need to start over
and continue to work together with the goal being that
we respect, we love, we |isten.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Geat. Thank you, Wendy
that's -- The next group of speakers are Julia Denl ow,
foll owed by Stephani e Camacho-Van Dyke, Theresa Nguyen,
and Piper Benlon -- or Piper Benom Julia, when you're
ready.

JULI A DEMLOW  Thank you, Summer. M nane is
Julia Dem ow, and | am comenting today in support of
the Pride flag. | echo Director Ashleigh Aitken's
comments on this flag being a vision of unity. And that
Is really what it is, aunity flag. Oange County has
traditionally and has a history of being known as a
county that is not inclusive. That is our history.

And to our previous speaker's point that that
was then and this is now, just think about Bl aze
Bernstein. That is now. That is happening now. And |
amnot a part of the LGBT comunity, however, |

definitely support them And when | |ook at the Pride

flag, | look at as a unifying source that all people
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fromall political ideologies, and all types of people

that this flag unifies themand it is a synbol of

inclusion and safety for all. So as | said, | support

the continuation of flying the flag. Thank you.
SECRETARY ANGUS: All right. Thank you.

St ephani e Camacho- Van Dyke, when you're ready.
STEPHANI E CAMACHO- VAN DYKE: Good norni ng,

menbers of the Board. Thank you for holding this space.

My nanme is Stephani e Canacho-Van Dyke. M/ pronouns are
she/her. And |I'mthe director of advocacy in education
at the LGBTQ Center OC. Today |'m speaking in support
of the Pride flag at the Orange County fairgrounds.

As of this norning, our organization has

col  ected 300 signatures fromcommunity nmenbers who are

in support of keeping the Pride flag at the fairgrounds.

It's inportant that the fairgrounds acknow edge and
create a wel com ng space for all its conmunity nenbers
i ncluding those comunity nmenbers who are |eshian, gay,
bi sexual, trans gender, queer, as well.

| also want to call attention to our young

peopl e too. Even prior to the pandem c, LGEBTQ have been

at an increased risk for depression, anxiety, and

substance use. And these risks are even nore pronounced

anong youth who are trans gender and non-binary. And so

It is crucial that the fairgrounds continues to visibly
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show its support in an effort for LGBTQ to know t hat
they are not alone and that they too have a place at the
OC Fai rgrounds where they can belong and fully
participate. Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: All right. Thank you,

St ephani e. Theresa Nguyen, when you're ready.

THERESA NGUYEN. Hi, everybody. M nane is
Theresa Nguyen. |1'ma resident of Oange County. Thank
you Board nenber Aitken for communicating support --

SECRETARY ANGUS: Teresa, | think you
accidental ly nuted yourself.

THERESA NGUYEN: Real ly?

SECRETARY ANGUS: Yup. There you go.

THERESA NGUYEN: Hello. Can you hear me? [|'m
sorry. Should | start over? I'mso sorry. 1'll be
brief.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Go ahead.

THERESA NGUYEN: M nane is Theresa Nguyen.
|'ma resident of Orange County, and | just want to
t hank Board menber Aitken for conmuni cating support for
creating an inclusive and safe space for Orange County
residents. Wen you spoke, ny heart, body, and m nd
felt relief that runs up against the pain | see anong ny
fell ow LGTQ nmenbers who spoke before ne.

| grew up in Orange County, and | dragged ny
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husband here fromthe South. And after four years of
l'iving here ny husband repeatedly asked nme: \Were have
you brought nme? And this place in nmany ways seens nore
hateful than North Carolina, where he comes from This
repeated coment stings as | think about the kind of
home and comunity | want to create for ny children to
grow up in.

| have famly nenbers in Orange who identify as
LGTQ | want our headship to stand with | ove and
inclusion, and | ask the Board to vote to keep its
ongoi ng support for LGBTQ individuals in Orange County
and any anendnent that should be considered is to
identify how to continue to evaluate and el evate
i nclusion and diverse voices in our county. Fly that
flag and consider flying all manner of flags that
denonstrate the beautiful diversity of our comrunity.
Thank you so nuch.

SECRETARY ANGUS: All right. Thank you,
Theresa. W have Pi per Benom Sherwood next pl ease.

Wien you' re ready.

Pl PER BENOM SHERWOCOD: Hi.  Good norni ng,
everyone. Just briefly, the Pride flag is a public
statenent that hate is not welcone in Orange County, and
we should stand firmon that. It seens so sinple to ne.

Depression and teen suicide rates are higher than ever
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and nmental health stressors are just being exacerbated
by the pandem c.

The flag represents acceptance, and if that

hel ps even one person in our conmunity, why would we
take it down? It's not a political statenent. We're in
a massive public health crisis and our conmunity should
be focused on doing everything we can to unite us and
lift each other up. The flag does not exclude anyone.
It actually does the opposite as a synbol of inclusion
whi ch could not be nore American. |'man advocate, and
| just wanted to say |'min support of keeping the flag
at the fairground. Thank you so nuch.

SECRETARY ANGUS: All right. Thank you, Piper.
|'mgoing to call the next group of speakers. Kellie
Anne, followed by C ndy Massaro, Toija Fitzgerald,
Jeani ne Robbins. G ndy, when you're ready.

Cl NDY MASSARO. Cindy first did you say?

SECRETARY ANGUS: Yes, please, Cndy. Go
ahead.

Cl NDY MASSARC: | amso sorry. | thought there
was one person ahead of ne.

(Si mul t aneous Speaki ng.)

CINDY MASSARC Onh, I'msorry. D d you want ne
to go or the other person?

SECRETARY ANGUS: Go ahead, G ndy.
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Cl NDY MASSARC: Onh, okay. I'mgoing to start
now. Thank you very nuch for bringing this flag issue
to the agenda. Thank you for hearing us and taking the
tine to resolve this issue. As we have been bringing
this issue before you over the |ast eight nonths, the
LGBT plus people aligning thenselves with the Pride flag
have been saying that the Pride flag unites us and it
represents all of us and is a synbol of |ove and
accept ance.

Here are a few excerpts fromemails sent to you
fromthose who align thenselves with the Pride flag: M
name is Joe Nance. | heard that hate groups are
pressuring the OC Fairground to take down the Pride
flag. Do not allow racist, honmophobic bullies to
intimdate you, Stephanie Sandoz. Anyone offended by
the flag is an extrenme honophobe, Karen Hight.

There are many nore but tine does not permt me
to read themall to you. These clearly are not words of
live and let live, unity, all are welconme and incl uded,
and everyone is treated equally. These words and
comments are directed at ne and ot hers who have cone to
you for the last eight nonths doing our best to speak
W th respect, kindness, and consideration for all.

As far as ny nmenory serves, we have never

degraded the Pride flag or the people that associate
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themselves with it. W are a genuine group of private
peopl e who | ove our city and county and fairgrounds. As
| have been here sinply asking for fair and equitable
representation, | have been met with those aligning
thensel ves with the Pride flag, with nane calling,
belittling, ostracizing, and hate speech.

Here now at the fairgrounds | am experiencing
t he rai nbow Pride flag as a synbol of disunity, hatred,
hate speech, and bullying. Furthernore a year ago your
own Fair Board director put forth the resolution to fly
the flag representing Black H story for only one nonth
and was deni ed, but you allowed full access to the Pride
flag to be flown not just for Pride Month, but year
round.

Certainly Director Bagneris and all Bl ack
peopl e wanting to be represented are not being treated
equally and fairly. Are Black people not entitled to be
represented at the OC Fairgrounds? How about the
community nenbers that have repeatedly requested their
flags representing their interests? Are they not
entitled to be represented at the OC fairgrounds? |If
this continues, you're elevating one group over anot her,
one group who seeks to put others down.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, G ndy. That's
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Cl NDY MASSARC.  |I'msorry. That was just 2:25.
Just let me please finish.

(Si mul t aneous Speaki ng.)

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCIA:  Go on to the next
commenter, please, Sunmer. As a rem nder, public
coment is limted to two mnutes. Please be respectful
of this tinme. Thank you for your conments.

SECRETARY ANGUS: And Kellie Anne is next.
Kellie, when you're ready. 1'lIl circle back.

KELLI E ANNE AVAKI AN:  Hi .

SECRETARY ANGUS: Go ahead, Kellie.

KELLI E ANNE AVAKIAN:  Hi . |'mthankful for
everyone's statenents on here. Sonething | want to
remnd everybody. | don't feel |ike the non-LGBT
comunity and ci sgender people are thinking that LGBT
comuni ty (audi o/ connectivity interruption) there's hate
bet ween anyone and so for LGBT to be calling cisgender
peopl e that they're hateful towards us -- that's | think
that that's |like nanme calling and bei ng nean.

The Pride flag or LGBT flag -- and it's a
synbol of |eshian, gay, bisexual -- also the LGBTQ
soci al novenments. The OC Fair m ssion statenent on your

website is that the OC Fair is (audio/connectivity

interruption) conmunities, interests -- plural,
agriculture, and heritage. | don't see how the rai nbow
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flag is that, although it is that but why are other
flags not that?

The one African American on the Board that
asked you to fly the (audi o/ connectivity interruption)
when you voted on the flags to fly, you all voted --
history flag -- to ne that says you're racist. So now
when |'mlooking at the LGBT flag, |I'mlike, oh, well,
it's only for LGBTQ but it's not for -- so how could
you vote no? Flying the opposite of that and is proving
racist. So you can say that it enconpasses the bl acks
and brown community for LGBT, but the person on your own
board, you voted agai nst her.

SECRETARY ANGUS: All right. Thank you, Kellie
That is tinme.

KELLI E ANNE AVAKI AN:  She wanted to put up a
flag for Black History Month. You voted agai nst her.

SECRETARY ANGUS: All right. Thank you,

Kellie. That is tine. The next speaker we have is
Toija Fitzgerald. Toija, when you're ready.

KELLI E ANNE AVAKI AN: -- kind of nmakes you guys
| ook Ii1ke you're racist. (indiscernible) this is not --
can't be inclusive of other heritage --

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Summer, is that the
| ast speaker who was just --

SECRETARY ANGUS: Yes, it was. Toija
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Fitzgerald is up next.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Ckay.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Toija, are you there? | can
circle back. Jeanine Robbins, when you're ready.

JEANINE ROBBINS: Good norning. The Pride
flag, who could have imagi ned that this would have
become such a hot-button issue drawi ng so nuch anger? |
think the fact that it has beconme such an issue is
reason alone to keep the flag flying high. What these
opponents of the flag need to realize is that the LEBTQ
community is not a special interest or a special group,
as other comenters have stated.

It is not conparable to Little League, skate
boardi ng, scouting, or any other exanples brought up by
previ ous speakers who oppose the flag. The fact that
they do conpare the LGBTQ comunity to such activities
Is very offensive to nyself and others. The Pride flag
Is a synbol of a social justice issue, an issue that
affects all of us. This flag represents a stand agai nst
soci al inequality and oppression.

It is inperative in this day in age that we
take a stand for acceptance. Having spent thousands of
hours working on the fairgrounds property, we have
observed as well as interceded in nunerous anti-gay

harassnent issues. As founding nenbers of the People's
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Honmel ess Task Force OC, through our honel ess outreach,
we have found that over 40 percent of honel ess youth
are nenbers of the LGTQ conmunity and are honel ess
because they belong to the LGBT community.

Pl ease do not allow yourselves to be bullied to
renmove this flag. The flag needs to stay as a sign of
acceptance. Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Jeanine. |'lI
call the next group of speakers. W have M ke Robbins,
followed by Bryan Terry. Todd Martin, and Todd Avaki an.
M ke Robbi ns, when you're ready.

MKE ROBBINS: H . |'mMke Robbins. Sonme of
you actually m ght know ne. This is a very touchy
I ssue, and | do believe that we should continue to fly
the flag. Let nme read this statenment: Prom nent
Evangel i st, Franklin Gaham thanked President Donald
Trunp and the US State Departnent for hel ping deny
enbassy's request to fly the rainbow flag during Pride
Mont h.

Son of late US Evangelist, Billy Gaham and
current president of the Samaritan's Purse took to
Facebook Saturday to applaud Trunp and US Secretary of
State, M ke Ponpeo, for making the decision not to fly
the gay flag over our enbassies in June. Thousands of

his nore than seven mllion followers appeared to
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support G aham s claimthat rainbow adorned Gay Pride
flags are offensive to Christians and nmuch of the
country.

State departnent sources |ast week reportedly
confirmed the agency had denied nultiple diplonmatic
requests to fly the rainbow Pride flag on official
enbassy flag poles. "I want to thank President Donald
Trunmp, " said Secretary of State M ke Ponpeo, "for making
the decision not to fly the gay flag over our enbassies
during June in recognition of Gay Pride Month. This gay
Pride flag is offensive to Christians and mllions of
peopl e of other faiths, not only in this country but
around the worl d.

So do we put up with this anynore? |[|s that
over with? 1Is that gone? Are we supporting this issue,
or are we not? Are we still on the Trunp agenda and the
religious right? O are we for freedomin Anerica? And
that's the way it is, and this is what we should do --
fly the flag.

SECRETARY ANGUS: All right. Thank you, M ke.
Bryan Terry, when you're ready.

BRYAN TERRY: Hello. Can you hear ne al
right?

SECRETARY ANGUS:. Yes, go ahead.

BRYAN TERRY: Fabulous. H . M nane is Bryan
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Terry, he/himhis. I1'mthe director of marketing for OC
Pride. | wanted to thank the OC fairgrounds for letting
us gather today to voice our strong support for the
Pride flag. Everyone here today has done such a great
job explaining why the flag should continue to fly
already. So I'lIl just use ny tine to tell a short story
about sonething that happened to nme in 2019.

During the 2019 OC Pride festival, | was
running around |ike a crazy person, and anyone who's put
t oget her a big event before knows exactly what a crazy
person | ooks like running around trying to put out
fires. During a particularly chaotic nonent of that
day, | was stopped by a nother and her son who was maybe
l'i ke 11 or 12.

The mom who was wearing |ike a ton of rai nbow
pins on her vest asked if her son could tell ne
sonething, so | said sure. And | renmenbered ny
Di sneyl and training, and | got down on one knee so |
can, you know, talk to the young man on his level. He
told ne he really wanted to thank nme for having pride
because for the first time he felt safe Iike he was at
hone.

And he never feels that when he's at school,

and he's just so happy. And he teared up a little, |

teared up a little bit. It was a whole noment. Because
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| saw a lot of nyself in that little boy. Mybe if |
had seen the Pride flag growing up maybe | woul dn't have
put up a lot of the walls that | did that | had to spend
a | ot of therapy sessions, you know, tearing down and
just trying to becone the best version of nyself.

So just in closing, | just -- | inplore that
the OC fairgrounds continue to fly the flag. The
bi ggest reason for nme is that our children are watching.
And you never know what they're going to take away from
the actions that we do and | feel that taking down the
flag sends a very poor nessage.

SECRETARY ANGQUS: Ckay, Bryan. That's tine.

BRYAN TERRY: Thank you so mnuch.

SECRETARY ANGUS: W have Todd Martin next
pl ease. Todd, when you're ready.

TODD MARTIN. Ckay. Can you guys hear ne al
right?

SECRETARY ANGUS: Yes. (o ahead.

TODD MARTIN: Ckay. Thank you all for taking
the time to, you know, sit here and listen to us because
there obviously are many. For ne there's a few issues.
First of all, we've been |abled as haters if we disagree
wth the Pride flag. And | think that's totally unfair.

| f you knew ne and many people on this call do,

you know that | don't have hate for people. It's quite
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the opposite. And to be |abeled that way is just
divisive and it feels terrible. | really don't like it
when people | abel ne that way, as a hater, when they
don't know ne, and it's actually the exact opposite. So
this flag is creating division. |t does not include
ever ybody.

| nmean, if it did then even one person on this
call would be enough to prove that's not the case. And
| can tell you, | represent a |lot of people on the same
boat that are not happy wth this, and | don't have
anyt hi ng agai nst gay people. 1've got friends who are
gay. |'ve got neighbors who | get along with really
great who are gay, but it does not represent all of us.

And, you know, | do international Christian
m ssi on work where we do, you know, help people in
Zi nhabwe getting food to them and the persecution that
they endure is so nuch greater than what we've been
tal ki ng about here. And | have a huge heart for them
| understand the gay people and their Pride flag and how
it makes themfeel better. | would |ike equal
representation.

| would Iike to be able to fly a flag to
represent my friends who are being killed, nurdered,
inmprisoned for their faith and things like that. And it

just doesn't come across for me as being fair at all. |
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feel totally excluded. | would love to be able to put a
flag up there that represents nmany, nany people that |
know, and |'m not tal king about in Zi nbabwe, but people
who share the sane feelings | do in regards to people
here in Orange County. And | just think it's kind of an
oxynoron that the fairgrounds Fair is being unfair.

Pl ease give us equal representation in this matter.
Thank you very nuch.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Todd. Todd
Avaki an, when you're ready.

TODD AVAKI AN:  Thank you so nmuch for bringing
this issue before the Board today and all ow ng us who
live in the conmunity, you know, the opportunity to
share our views. | just wanted to keep this short.
|'ve got many, many friends who are gay that | |ove and
care for deeply that are involved with ny famly, our
comunity, and | just, you know, listening to these
calls, there's so nuch incredible enotion, nane calling,
on both sides, anger.

| ' m astounded by the judgnent of one side.
Again, it's happening on both sides, but |I'm astounded
that one can say it's helpful but in the next word just
sl ew so nuch judgement and anger and divi siveness and
hatred towards anyone who disagrees with it. This

Intense enotion and name calling, in my opinion, is the

62

www.regalcourtreporting.com
866-228-2685 REGAL




© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N T N T N N N S T N e e R N L i
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

O.C. FAIR & EVENT CENTER
Board of Directors Meeting on 02/25/2021

cl earest exanple of why we should only fly the US flag,
the California flag, and the OC Fair flag. Thank you so
much.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Todd. |'m going
to call the next group of speakers. Dr. Gabby, Fay
Nguyen, Gabriella G, when you're ready. OCh, |I'msorry.
Dr. Gabby, when you're ready.

DR GABBY CASTANEDA: Hi, everyone. Thank you
for allowng ne this opportunity to speak. | amin ful
support with all ny being of continuing to fly the flag.
It is such an inportant synmbol of unity and |Iove. And |
truly feel bad for those that disagreed, although |
respect your opinions, but certainly it is a way for all
of us to cone together and acknow edge our community
menbers.

This is a place where everyone is welcone. As
a nother of two young boys, we often go to the OC
grounds for different events and whatnot and seeing
t hose flags there and showing themand trying to be the
best parent that | can for themto be inclusive. It is
incredibly inportant to nme and for my opportunity.

| have an array of friends of all walks of life
that identified and are part of the LGBTQ conmunity that
| love dearly, and it breaks ny heart to see how nuch

t hey have to endure and they continue to endure and
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having this even be an issue of not having that flag up
there as a signal of being inclusive.

It's incredibly disheartening that this is an
Issue in 2021. | think we have seen enough, nmany have
l'ived through enough to be able to get past that and
show our | ove and support for others that are, you know,
that don't necessarily, you know, identify Iike we do.
But, you know, as a person of faith, as Ms. Aitken
stated earlier, | couldn't have said it any better.

| think this is an inportant tine in ny
practice as a Catholic to really continue to reflect and
continue to put |ove out there and support those that
need it the nost. And in ny view, in ny personal
opi nion, our LGBTQ are incredi ble human bei ngs t hat
deserve the sane respect that anyone else is getting in
being included. And | thank you. | don't need the two
mnutes to continue to say that | firmy reconmend and |
hope that you do continue to fly that Pride flag.

SECRETARY ANGUS: All right. Thank you,
Dr. Gabby. That's tine. Fay, if you want to try giving
conmment, you can. She was having sone difficulties
earlier. |If you want to try, go ahead. If not, we'l]l
nove on to the next speaker. GCkay. After that we have
Gabriella G when you're ready.

GABRIELLE G Is that me? |I'm Gbrielle G
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SECRETARY ANGUS: Yes, that's you.

GABRIELLE G Al right. Just want to nake
sure. First of all, nmy fiance and | are transplants to
Orange County. And we have received vandalismhate. W
are thinking about noving from Orange County. Orange
County has ranked |ower as far as inclusivity, as far as
t he Human Ri ghts Canpaign, on a scale of 1 to 100 Orange
County, a whol e ranks about 53.

So it is a huge problem Inclusivity is not a
pie. |If you get representation to one group, that does
not dem nish the representation of other groups. The
Pride flag does represent inclusivity, diversity,
inclusivity, life, healing, sunlight, nature, harnony,
spirit. Those are what the colors represent. For
peopl e saying -- | | ove how people are saying | don't
hate. | don't hate. | don't hate. It creates hate
when you don't want to fly the flag.

As far as it -- all these other groups being
represented, | also agree with what sone of other people
said. Being gay is not Little League sports. It is not
sonething that | choose to do. It is who | am Orange
County has becone very, very divisive inits rhetoric.
Up until very recently, the Pride flag was not all owed
to fly in the US enbassies because of what the

ex-president did and his policies.
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So to stand wth that and to continue that
rhetoric of not allowing Pride flags to fly. And for
t he people who said that it didn't represent Jew sh
heritage or Black heritage, there are Pride flags -- the
rai nbow flag has a Jewi sh autononmous and it is also NHS
friendly, which is for nental health, and it al so does
have a South Anerican flag as well.

So there are ways to have different groups that
are margi nalized, different groups that are
di scrim nated agai nst represented wthin that Pride
flag. And one nore thing, | ama proud, proud
Christian. |1've had a hard tine rectifying ny faith
with who | am because for a long tinme people in church
told ne that God hated who | was. Nowhere on the Bible
does it say that honosexuality is a sin. And we are a
country of division of church and state. So we need to
honor that as well. | very nuch hope that --

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you. It's tine.

GABRI ELLE G Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: GCkay. We have Shannon Wot en
foll owed by Kane. Shannon, when you're ready. Shannon,
are you there? Gkay. Mwving on. W'IlIl circle back.
Kane, when you're ready.

KANE: Thank you for having ne. Thank you for

everyone taking the tine to hear us all out. | ama
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resi dent of Orange County for probably two-thirds of ny
life already. | also serve on the Board of Directors
for OC Pride. | ama straight male wwth wife and kids
and everything, but |I feel it's very, very inportant to
support this organization, this comunity.

Wth that being said, it sounds Iike a |ot of
this issue -- it sounds nore that people want to include
ot her comunities -- other, you know, just nore
inclusion then the argunment should be that we need to
push for those representations to happen not to take
down anot her flag. Soneone suggested being able to fly
all theses different flags. Then great, let's work
towards it. But let's not try to tear down this
community who suffered so nuch that | supported for so
long with my life, you know.

This flag represents so nuch and as Gabrielle G
said earlier, this flag if people did their research and
educat ed t hensel ves, represents so nmuch nore beyond j ust
the LGBT community. It is about inclusion and it should
be able to touch every single person that's ever wal ked
this earth. The colors in that flag represent so many
different things. So the argument shouldn't be to
remove this flag, it should be to add the other flags
then if it means so nuch nore to you.

That's where the issue should lie not taking
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down this flag. And it's a huge deal. Too nany people
as it's been said already have been pursecuted and
killed because of this representation. So to really --
slap in their face. So | just -- | can't understand.
| f you have to say that you don't hate to prove that you
don't hate, | don't know.

|'msorry. | don't nmean to be disrespectful
but this is a noment. W're 2021, | just don't
understand. W should be noving forward. Move forward.
| ncl ude everyone in it if that's the case. Fight for
t hat cause. You know, we shoul d not have stopped at the
Bl ack History Month flag being denied to be flown during
Bl ack Hi story Month. W should have kept pursuing that

then if that's the case, you know, but |I'mall about

this. |I'mfor keeping this flag up. You know, it
just -- it's saddening and di sheartening as many have
said --

SECRETARY ANGUS: Ckay. Thank you, Kane. That
s tine.

KANE: Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: 1'mgoing to do one |ast call
for Shannon Woten or Toija Fitzgerald, if either are on
for public coment. Okay. Hearing none, Chair
Rubal cava-Garcia, |'Il turn it back to you.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you, Sumer.
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And thank you to all of the speakers who cane today and
expressed your support or opposition to this flag and
just to contribute to the discussion. | greatly
appreciate it on behalf of the Board. | actually have a
coment to nake before |I turn it over to the Board for

di scussion and a vote on whether or not to continue
flying the flag.

In 2019 shortly after the flag was raised, we
had nenbers of the comunity who were not happy and sone
m ght even describe as slightly horrified by the
decision the Board nade. | recall sitting next to
Director Meyer. Director Meyer, for those of you who
don't know is the Board nenber who introduced the Pride
flag in resolution that ensured all people, regardless
of race, creed, sexual orientation, or gender felt
represented and wel coned at the Fair.

During public conment at one of our Board
nmeetings, several people spoke against the flag. Their
words were negative, cutting, and hurtful. And | recall
| ooki ng over at Director Meyer, and he said, "Even
though | hear this all the tine, it never gets easier."”
In ny eyes that's not okay. Al of the coments rel ated
to the renoval of the flag have hel ped reaffirmfor ne,
at least, that the flag should continue flying year

round.
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| originally voted to fly the Pride flag, and |
intend today to vote to continue flying the unifying
synbol of inclusion. What | have |earned during this
process is we still have a ot of work to do in O ange
County. And | amborn and raised -- |1've been here 42
years, so |'ve been here a long tine.

And | know today, even though we've nade
progress, there's still a lot of work that needs to be
done. To conpare the Pride flag to organizations such
as Little League, Boy Scouts or Grl Scouts is not a
conparison that resonates for nme, as a nmenber of this
Board. |I'msure Grl Scouts or any of the other groups
that |'ve nentioned have never felt unwel coned because
of their affiliation with the organization they
represent.

Furthernmore, many of the comments | have
received via email or even today at this neeting have
conpared this flag to the Board's decision not to fly a
flag during Black H story Month. For ne these issues
are different. The Pride or rainbowflag is a
national ly accepted synbol of inclusion and represents
all diverse groups of every culture. Al lives united,
in ny opinion, with the Pride flag.

The Board decided not to fly that flag because

for us it was about representing all cultures. There's
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not one flag that represents the Asian popul ation.
There's not one flag that represents the Hi spanic
popul ation, and | am of Mexi can decent so | understand
the issue is, you know, inportant as well. So at this
time 1'd like to open it up to the Board for discussion,
but | just -- that is sort of ny position on what we do
wth the flag noving forward.

Are there any ot her nmenbers of the Board who
woul d |ike to coment ?

DI RECTOR BAGNERI S:  Yes, Director
Rubal cava-Garcia. This is Director Bagneris. And as |
did, originally, ny reasons for not wanting the flag to
be flown year round was | saw Pandoras's box going to be
opened. And when other people cane and said they wanted
a flag, that we would not fly those flags, and which is
what we did |ast year turning down ny resol ution and
request to fly the flag only during Black Hi story Month.

At ny job we fly the Pride flag in June. |
have no problemwth that, in fact, | would |ike to see
that. But year round was the challenge that | had
because when you el evate one, you marginalize the
others. And for the Board to outright turn down the
opportunity to fly another flag when we had al ready
approved flying the Pride flag was very hurtful to ny

community and to ne. And | would rather see us go back

71

www.regalcourtreporting.com
866-228-2685 REGAL




© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N T N T N N N S T N e e R N L i
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

O.C. FAIR & EVENT CENTER
Board of Directors Meeting on 02/25/2021

to how we were, and let's decide how we're going to
represent all comunities.

Prior to this -- we caused this ourselves
because prior to this, we did not have survey results
that were saying, "I'ma gay person and | don't fee
wel coned at the Orange County Fair." W weren't getting
t hose types of coments. But now | ook what this has
caused today to have all of this public discourse around
a flag, and we caused that problem ourselves. W
brought it on oursel ves.

So |l wll be voting today to anend what we did
a year ago, two years ago now, and to allow the rai nbow
flag to be flown in the nonth of June. And if any other
organi zation has a flag that has a specific nonth that's
called out, California does call out other groups then
we can fly those flags. But really this flag has becone
a very divisive issue when it did not need to be. So |
will not be -- I will be in support of anendi ng what
we' ve al ready done so that we can correct this issue.
Thank you.

DI RECTOR CERVANTES: Hello. This is Sandra
Cervantes, and | have a qui ck conment.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you, Sandr a.

DI RECTOR CERVANTES: Yes. | initially voted

for the Pride flag, and | wll continue to vote. And I
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strongly support all of the comments that Director
Al tken made and al so that our Chair Rubal cava- Garcia
made. | think it is inportant, and | think it would be
detrenental to go backwards and renove sonething that is
so inmportant and so strong and unites everybody. Thank
you.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Any ot her comments
fromthe Board?

VICE CHAIR LA BELLE: Yes. This is Drector La
Belle. Couple comments. Let nme speak to Director
Bagneris's comments. If | recall correctly earlier
di scussions on this matter, | think Director Bagneris
nmentioned that we do have a flag that's representative
of all of us in the United States. It's call the United
States flag. You have the 13 stripes that represent the
original colonies, and you have the 50 stars that
represent the individual states wthin the United
States.

| think we can all agree that we are a very
di verse country. Mntana is a little bit different than
Rhode Island, and Alaska is a little bit different than
Hawai i, but, you know, we're all part of the one United
States. And | think that's inportant to articul ate.
Qoviously, I"'min support of flying the US flag, the
state flag, the Fair flag.
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And | do think that, you know, and |I'mvery
supportive of the inclusionary aspects of the Pride
flag, but I think in terns of Director Bagneris's
coments, we need to find a nmechani smand maybe this
goes back to our commttee of Robert and Nick. W need
to find a way to recognize the other entities. And I'm
not tal king about the Little League or YMCA or anyt hing
else. A specific interest, you know, we're going to
hear a report after our closed session on Black Hi story
Mont h.

| think that's something that, you know, we
ought to take a serious ook at. Ashleigh wll recall,
we -- sone years back we put in the workers nenorial .

We actually built a menorial that recognized the
contributions that the early residents of Orange County
made froman agricultural standpoint. One of the
speakers nmade a comment about sone type of a nenorial.
|'d certainly be willing to entertain [ooking at that in
i ncorporating sonething Iike that somewhere within the
Fair & Event Center.

Qobviously | think we definitely need to nove
forward on this but | wuld like to see us | ook at doing
other things to recogni ze other groups, whether it's on
a nonthly basis or whatever, but I'll continue to

support as | did in the past the flying of the gay Pride
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flag at the Fair & Event Center. Wth that, that woul d
concl ude ny conmments.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you, Director La
Belle, and | appreciate you bringing up the Comunity
Engagenent Comm ttee, which is chaired by Director Ruiz
and Director Kovacevich. You know, | recall when we had
this vote on the Black H story Month issue and we al so
had a presentation during H spanic Heritage Month. That
was the main purpose of us creating this comunity was
how do we engage the community and represent all ethnic
groups who, you know, feel -- who represent Orange
County wel | ?

And that is sonething today -- you nailed it.
W have a presentation. W' ve invited nenbers of the
comunity to al so make public coment during that, and
that's really who we'd like to represent. But | do
agree that it should go back to the conmttee and they
t hi nk can expl ore ot her ways.

During the vote for the Black flag flying
during Black H story Month, it was actually voted in,
you know, February towards the end of the nonth, but we
did adopt a resolution that did support Black Heritage
Month, and that's what we're following up forward wth
today. One other thing that canme up during that

di scussi on was having a flag that represented al
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nations since, you know, there's not one flag that
represents, for exanple, the community that | cone from
the Hi spanic community.

There's not just, you know, there's, you know,
different nations that represent all of the different
peopl e and cultures in Orange County. So maybe that is
sonet hing that we send back to the comm ttee and they
can explore whether or not there is one unifying flag
froma cultural perspective as we continue to represent
and to highlight the great work that Bl ack Anericans are
doing in Orange County as we are today with our
presentation.

And we will do that during Asian-Anerican Mnth
and H spanic Heritage Month and all of the other groups
that represent Orange County throughout the year. So
t hank you for bringing that up and | do think that that
woul d be something we can ask the commttee to review
nmoving forward as we nove beyond the flag issues. Any
ot her comments fromthe Board before we vote on a
noti on?

DI RECTOR RU Z: Yeah. This is Director Ruiz.
Thank you for that suggestion. That's sonething | woul d
like to take on, you know, because we certainly don't
want to | eave anybody out. You know, taking down the

flag is taking a step backward, and we don't want to do
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t hat .

You know, |ike when this country noved away
from you know, outlaw ng interracial marriage. You
know, sone people didn't like it. Because they didn't
like it doesn't nean maybe it wasn't a good idea, let's
go back. W don't want to do that. But we do want to
do sonething that includes everyone. So that's
sonething that | would definitely would | ove to take on,
and 1'Il let Director Kovacevich speak to that as well.

Because, you know, we do want to honor
everybody, white, black, brown, you know, that's Orange
County. That's who we are. W' re nmade up of many
different races and colors. And we don't want to | eave
anybody out. But taking the flag down, again, would be
taking a step backwards, and we don't want to do that.
And -- but we want to, again, take ideas, take comments,
and ideas from other people as well and see how we can
cone up with sonething that honors everyone here in
O ange County.

How we do that? That's sonmething we can
di scuss as a committee, we can discuss as a Board. So
having said that, again, | wll look forward to taking
on such a task to do that. So that is nmy conent, and
unl ess Director Kovacevich has anything el se to add

her e?
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DI RECTOR KOVACEVICH: | will add. Thank you
Director Ruiz, and thank you to, first of all, to the
public for, you know, expressing your views, and al so ny
fellow col |l eague on the Board here. You know, | think
woul d like to echo what Director Ruiz says. You know,
we're excited to be on this commttee to help further
advance, you know, inclusion across all groups, across
all races and ethnicities and in various ways throughout
the fairgrounds and throughout the Fair, itself.

So we're excited to continue to nove this
forward. | do agree that obviously the decision that
was made al nbst two years ago, you know, has created
some confusion and sone drama here. W' re hoping to put
that behind us, but | don't think the answer is to nove
backwards. | think that, you know, the kind of -- at
the tinme people should have thought about potentially
how to make it a nore scal abl e process, but, you know
It was approved.

| do believe that it was the right decision to
create inclusion in the comunity. And | don't think
this is the tine to go backward. So | think we're going
to look forward, and we're going to | ook at other ways
and try to be mndful of potential pitfalls that we
mght fall into if we do adopt additional ways. But

we're going to ook forward, and we're going to | ook for
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addi tional ways to include diversity anongst a variety
of things that go on at the fairgrounds.

So I'mexcited to do that and | think, you
know, |'mexcited for the Board to vote here. | nean,
It sounds like, you know, a |ot of people are in favor
of reaffirmng the anendnent that was put forward so we
can hold a vote on that and we can nove forward --
CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  That sounds |ike a
not i on.

DI RECTOR KOVACEVI CH.  Yeah. 1'll go ahead and
make the notion --

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you.

DI RECTOR KOVACEVI CH: To reaffirmand take the
vote and then, like | said, hopefully we can nove on
fromthis flag i ssue for good.

DI RECTOR CERVANTES: This is Sandra, | second.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  That's a second from
Sandra. Thank you, Sandra. Can you take a roll cal
pl ease, Summer?

DI RECTOR BAGNERI S:  Can we have di scussion on
t hat notion pl ease?

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Open for discussion.

DI RECTOR BAGNERI S:  Director Rubal cava- Garci a,
Director Bagneris. That reaffirmor anend, | still hold

the position that we should anend and fly the flag but
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only in the nonth of June during Pride Month. So I'm
hopi ng that sone of nmy directors wll see that that is
the right thing to do and it will solve the problemthat
we created ourselves. That we fly the Pride flag,
because we do believe in the Pride flag, but we fly it
in the nmonth of June as opposed to year round. So |
hope that you vote this notion down.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  So we have a notion on
the floor already. So this sounds |ike a two-notion
request to ne. So are you requesting that we -- would
you |like to nake a notion, Director Bagneris, to only
fly the flag during June?

DI RECTOR BAGNERI S:  Yes.

CHAl R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Okay. So let's go

ahead and take that nmotion first. There is another
notion on the table which is to reaffirmthat the flag
flies year round. So Summer, can you take roll call on
Director Bagneris's -- or do | have a second for
Director Bagneris's notion?

Hearing that there is no second, | don't think
that the notion wll nove forward. So Summer, can you
pl ease take a roll call on the second notion, which is
to reaffirmthat the Pride flag flies year round at the
Orange County Fair & Event Center?

SECRETARY ANGUS: Chair Rubal cava- Garci a?
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CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Yes.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Vice Chair La Belle? Vice
Chair La Belle? You' re nuted.

VICE CHAIR LA BELLE: Sorry about that. Yes.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Director Cervantes?

DI RECTOR CERVANTES: Yes.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Director Ruiz?

DI RECTOR RU Z: Yes.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Director Bagneris?

DI RECTOR BAGNERI S No.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Director Aitken?

DI RECTOR Al TKEN:  Yes.

SECRETARY ANGUS: And Director Kovacevich?

DI RECTOR KOVACEVI CH:  Yes.

SECRETARY ANGUS: And just to nake sure,
Director Pham has not joined us; correct? Director Pham
are you there? Gkay. Thank you.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A Perfect. Thank you,
Summer. So the notion stands. The Pride flag will
continue flying at the fairgrounds year round. Thank
you to all the nenbers of the public who cane and spoke
out on this issue.

The Board will be going into cl osed session,
but | highly encourage nenbers of the public who cane

for this public comment to also attend the presentation
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on Black History Month. W' ve had Fair Board nenbers
who' ve worked very hard along wth staff to create a
presentation to highlight the great work that has been
done by this community in Orange County and beyond in
t he region.

And then we al so have a video fromthe Bl ack
Chanmber of Commerce in Orange County, their CEO Bobby
McDonald. So at this time the Board will go into closed
session. Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Bear with nme for just a
mnute while | nove you to the break out room Josh,
can you confirmthat Bruce Reynolds is on as well?

AG CAPLAN: Yes, he Is. | believe I'mstill on
the main public neeting, but | can see Bruce. It |ooks
l'i ke his screen nane is: Wa-I|-k-e.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Got it. Thank you.

WALKE: |'m here.

SECRETARY ANGUS: All right. Thank you. 1"l
put you in. |I'msorry. Just one nore nonent.

VICE CHAIR LA BELLE: This is Doug. AmIl in
the cl osed session now?

SECRETARY ANGUS: No, Doug. [|'msorry. Hang
on one nonent.

VICE CHAIR LA BELLE: Oh, okay. Do | need to

do anyt hing other than just be quiet?

82

www.regalcourtreporting.com
866-228-2685 REGAL




© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N T N T N N N S T N e e R N L i
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

O.C. FAIR & EVENT CENTER
Board of Directors Meeting on 02/25/2021

SECRETARY ANGUS: No. Nothing right now

AG CAPLAN:  Summer, this is Josh Capl an.

SECRETARY ANGUS: | apol ogize for that. W're
going to have to redo.

AG CAPLAN:. Ckay.

SECRETARY ANGUS: One second. | apol ogi ze.
|"'msorry. It looks like I'"'mmssing Director Ruiz.

CEO RI CHARDS: Summer, | think sone of us are

back in the main -- in the main room

SECRETARY ANGUS: No. You are. | had to redo
the room | apol ogi ze.

AG CAPLAN: It looks like Director -- |I'm

searching through the participants of the neeting and |

don't see -- | don't see Director Ruiz on anynore.
SECRETARY ANGUS: | don't either or Director
Bagneri s.
CEO RICHARDS: | know that Director Ruiz was --

had al so anot her neeting and was going to be in and out
so he may have had to log off.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Ckay. | have Director
Aitken, Director La Belle, Chair Rubal cava- Garci a,
Director Kovacevich, and Director Cervantes along wth
Josh Capl an, and CEO Ri chards, and Bruce.

DI RECTOR BAGNERI S:  Summrer, |'mhere, but |I'm

not sure, aml in the right roonf
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SECRETARY ANGUS: You're in the nmain room
you're in the main room

DI RECTOR BAGNERI S: Can you connect nme back to
where |' m supposed to be at? My phone di sconnect ed.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Director Ruiz is having a
probl em | oggi ng back in.

DI RECTOR BAGNERIS: Am| in -- are you going to
put nme in the break out roonf

SECRETARY ANGUS: |I'mefforting that right now,
Director Bagneris. Thank you.

DI RECTOR BAGNERI S:  Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Director Kovacevich, are you
getting a pop-up to join the break out roonf? And Chair
Rubal cava, you should -- okay. Thank you.

(Cl osed Session held from11:01 a.m until 1:04
p.m)

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Summrer, can you go
ahead and take roll call, please?

SECRETARY ANGUS: Chair Rubal cava-Garcia?

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Present.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Vice Chair La Belle?

VICE CHAIR LA BELLE: Present.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Director Cervantes?

DI RECTOR CERVANTES: Present.

SECRETARY ANGUJS: Director Ruiz?
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DI RECTOR RU Z: Present.
SECRETARY ANGUS: Director Bagneris? Director

Al tken?

DI RECTOR Al TKEN:  Present.

SECRETARY ANGUS: And Director Kovacevich?

DI RECTOR KOVACEVI CH. Here.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you.

CEO RICHARDS: Summer, if you want to allow ne
to share the screen, | can -- | can do the Power Poi nt
from here.

SECRETARY ANGUS: You can go ahead. Let ne --

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you. The
District's Board of Directors received the advice of
| egal counsel on pending litigation itens included on
cl osed session portion of the agenda and has not hing
further to report at this tine.

The District's Board of Directors nmet in closed
session portion to evaluate the performance of the
district's CEO and has nothing further to report at this
tinme. At thistine |l'dlike to nove to agenda item --
| et me double check here. Agenda item-- you know,
Mchele, if it's okay wth you, can we nove CEO s
oper ational announcenents towards the end of the
nmeeti ng?

CEO RICHARDS: Yes. Absolutely.
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CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:

Thank you. So |I'm

going to nove on to agenda Item 7 which are the m nutes,

Board neeting held January 28, 2020. Can | please get a
notion to approve the m nutes?

DI RECTOR Al TKEN.  So noved.

DI RECTOR RU Z: Second.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you.  Sunmer,

can you please take roll call?

SECRETARY ANGUS: Chair Rubal cava- Garci a?

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Yes.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Vice Chair La Belle? Vice
Chair La Belle? [I'll come back.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Director Cervantes?

DI RECTOR CERVANTES: Yes.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Director Ruiz?

DI RECTOR RU Z:  Yes.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Director Aitken?

DI RECTOR Al TKEN:  Yes.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Director Kovacevich?

DI RECTOR KOVACEVI CH:  Yes.

SECRETARY ANGUS: And Vice Chair La Belle?

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Vice Chair La Belle,
you m ght be on nute.

SECRETARY ANGQUS: Star six. Well, he is on
mute. Vice Chair La Belle, if you can press star six on
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your phone to unnute, or if you' ve nuted yourself on
your device, unnute.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A: Do we have a quorum
w t hout Doug to approve the m nutes?

SECRETARY ANGUS: W do.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Ckay. Perfect. W'l
go ahead and nove on wi thout Doug. |'msure he'll be
joining shortly. Onto agenda Item 8, matters of public
comment. Public comment is allowed on issues not on the
current agenda. However, no debate by the Board shall
be permtted on such public comments and no action w ||
be taken on such public coment itemat this tine as | aw
requires formal public notice prior to any action on a
docket item

Speakers are requested to sign in prior to the
start of the neeting and are [imted to three m nutes.
Comments will be accepted on agenda itens during the
nmeeting. Speakers wishing to address the Board on itens
on the agenda are requested to sign in prior to the
start of the neeting and identify the agenda item on
whi ch you desire to address the Board. Speakers are

[imted to three m nutes.

SECRETARY ANGUS: | just have one. Jeanine
Robbi ns, when you're ready. Jeanine, are you still on
the line? 1 see you.
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JEANI NE ROBBINS: Yes, |'m here.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you. Go right ahead.

JEANI NE ROBBINS: (Okay. Good afternoon. It
was good norning, but nowit's good afternoon.

(audi o/ connectivity interruption) over the Pride flag.
One very inportant issue has been conpletely neglected.
The industries of 400 plus small business owners have
been pushed to the brink of financial ruin by the
inability or unwillingness of this Fair Board and staff
to negotiate with their |ongest tenant Spectra who's
runni ng the Orange County Market Place.

You have ignored the livelihoods of thousands
of peopl e enployed at the Market Place. Your actions,
or should | say inactions, speak volunes to us. W
bel i eve that you sinply do not care. Every nonth | am
I nundated with questions fromvendors why the Market
Place is not on the agenda. Yes, | know you are suing
Spectr a.

It's so nice to know that you're willing to
spend taxpayer dollars at this tinme when every doll ar
counts in order to try and hold Spectra to their
original contract during this unprecedented pandem c.
You expect Spectra to pay full rent on an enpty
parking ot that they are unable to use as the Market

Pl ace during this pandem c. Landlords such as
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your sel ves have been renegotiating contracts with
tenants since the very beginning of this pandem c.

Landl ords such as yoursel ves have reduced rent
or sinply elimnated it during this tine of the
pandem c. You, however, have chosen to take a hard-Iline
approach and it needs to end. W the vendors at the
Mar ket Pl ace need to get back to work. Wy don't you
send out a survey asking people their feelings on this
I ssue?

| would be very interested to see the results
of that survey. Do you realize that Spectra voluntarily
refunded their prepaid rent without us even asking?

They never even attenpted to collect rent on nonths when
we were not working. That is an action that earns
respect. You, on the other hand, have done zero to help
the vendors. You've done zero to reestablish the Market
Pl ace, and you've done zero to restore the hundreds of

t housands of sales tax that these vendors pay each and
every year. You've done zero to help the vendors who
provi de a very val uabl e resource to Southern

California -- (audio/connectivity interruption) please
et me -- (audio/connectivity interruption.)

SECRETARY ANGQUS: GCkay. That is tine. Bethany
Webb, when you're ready.

BETHANY WEBB: Hi. First of all, if you can't
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hear me like | couldn't hear her, would you |l et nme know?
So I'mjust not tal king and bingi ng?

SECRETARY ANGUS: Yes. Go ahead. W can hear

you.

BETHANY WEBB: So | actually called you
earlier, and | want to applaud your support for the
Pride flag. | stated at that tine that nmy daughter is
trans and had gone to school with Blaze Bernstein. Wat
| didn't tell you when | said | was in such fear of her
| eaving the house is that -- oh, I'mcalling on guns and
the gun show -- what | didn't tell you at that tine.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Ch, Bethany that's not this
item

BETHANY WEBB: It's pubic coment, though,
isn't it?

SECRETARY ANGUS: It's for itenms not on the
agenda. | have you |isted under the consent cal endar.

BETHANY WEBB: My m stake. 1'mso so -- this
is my first time calling actually so there was two itens
because ny sister was nurdered in the Seal Beach
shooting and ny nom was shot and there was guns, and |
have a oldest child that is trans, so --

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you, Bet hany.

BETHANY WEBB: | nean | don't know the way it
works. |'ve never call ed.
90
www.regalcourtreporting.com
866.228.2685 REGAL




© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N T N T N N N S T N e e R N L i
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

O.C. FAIR & EVENT CENTER
Board of Directors Meeting on 02/25/2021

(Si nul t aneous Speaki ng.)

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCIA: W'l | guide you
t hrough the process, so thank you. So no other public
comment, Summer ?

SECRETARY ANGUS: Not for general public
comment .

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A: Ckay. Thank you. So
nmoving on to Agenda Item No. 9, the consent cal endar.
All matters |listed under consent cal endar are
operational matters about which the Board has governing
policies, inplenentation of which is delegated to the
CEQ. They will be enacted in one notion.

There will be no discussion of these itens
prior to the tine the Board of Directors votes on the
notion unless the nenbers of the Board, staff, or public
request specific itens to be discussed separately and/or
renmoved fromthis section. Any nenber of the public who
W shes to discuss consent cal endar itens should notify
the Chair of the Board at the tinme requested and be
recogni zed by invitation of the Chair to address the
Boar d.

CEO RI CHARDS: Chair Rubal cava --

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  That's okay. Sorry,

M chel e.
CEO RICHARDS: Staff wishes to pull two itens
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and highlight one item The two itens under Standard
Agreenments. Standard Agreenent, SA-006-21SM and

St andard Agreenent, SA-008-21FV, both of those contracts
are the result of a conpetitive bid. But they are
currently under protest, and we have not yet heard back
fromthe Departnent of General Services on their
deci si ons.

So we are pulling those two itens, and we w |
bring them back next nonth pending notification from
DGS. Staff would also like to pull and highlight under
Rental Agreenents, R-028-21. This is a rental agreenent
with BNL Productions, this is the prononenter of
Crossroads of the West @un Show. The contract is not
finalized, but there is a proposed Crossroads of the
West Gun Show for late March

Qbviously, we -- this is a topic of great
interest for the Board and the public. W did not want
to sinply put this on the consent calendar in March just
a few days before -- before the gun show, so we're
bringing it to the Board's attention this nonth.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you, CEO
Ri chards. Do we have public comment on this item
Sunmmer ?

SECRETARY ANGUS: Yes, we do. | can call the
first group of speakers. Charles Blek, followed by Mry
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Bl ek. Rose Ann Sharp and Ira Sharp. Charles Bl ek, when
you're ready. Charles or Mary Bl ek, either of which, if

you're ready and still on the line.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: They' re nut ed.
SECRETARY ANGUS: |I'Il give it another second.

ROY: The |ower |eft-corner of your conputer.

SECRETARY ANGUS: |I'Il circle back. Let's hear
from Rose Ann Sharp. Yeah, Rose Ann Sharp, please, when
you' re ready.

ROSE ANN SHARP: Thank you. Good afternoon,
Board nenbers. M nane is Rose Ann Sharp, and | live in
Del Mar, California. Recently when | was in a doctor's
office and was chatting with another patient, he told ne
that he noved fromlowa to San D ego and that he was a
hunter. He said, "O course, when | got to California,
| gave up hunting and nmy NRA nmenbershi p because there's
nothing to hunt in California."

| thought good, California has a |lot of state
| aws protecting wildlife. On January 6th of this year,
we saw a new | evel of hunting. Hunting people who do
not agree with your politics or people who believe they
nmust overtake the governnent. | ask you, are you
protecting our comunities with a gun show?

Wiy are you using the term consumer show about

gun shows? Are you planning to go into other consuner
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busi nesses |i ke pornography? Do gun shows neet your

m ssion statement? Do you need an AR-15 to hunt down
wldlife? Was the five-year-old child that | wtnessed
sw ngi ng a wooden machete practicing during the gun show
how to thrash hay at your gun show?

Does the Nazi paraphernalia help custoners
understand German history? O does it seed and
fertilize both keepers to chant "W wll not be replaced
by Jews." Who are your custoners of this consuner
busi ness? Chost gun purchasers, nore popular with
peopl e who cannot pass background checks. ATF reports a
41 percent increase in ghost guns in LA crines.

Your custoners will not have to wait for
background checks to act upon a suicidal inpulse. Wat
I's your return on investnent? Are the tax dollars that
you earn wth the State now needed to help fund the

governor's effort to protect the State Capitol? You

have a bad business plan. It does not neet your m ssion
statenent. |t encourages weaponi zing political
di sagreenents. It helps build up insurrectionist

or gani zati ons.

Your RO is nil, and your risk to the community
I's uninsurable. Are gun shows really the consuner
busi ness that you want to pronote on state-owned

property? Thank you.
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CHARLES BLEK: W were able to unnute.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Rose. I'Ill go
back to Charl es BI ek.

CHARLES BLEK: Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: \When you're ready.

CHARLES BLEK: Sorry about the difficulty here.
We're not real famliar with this type of conputer.
Anyway, ny nane is Charles Blek. [|'ma native Southern
Californian, and |'ve been a resident of Orange County
for the past 40 plus years. | ama past president of
Brady Orange County, and |I'mcurrently a board nenber of
Brady in Orange County.

Qur board opposes gun shows at the O ange
County fairground. M issue specifically -- or | have a
problemw th the lax |evel of security at the show and
the easy availability of ghost gun kits. | do not want
ny state facilitating gun sales in any manner
what soever. | do not want themto be conplicit in the
sal e of guns.

| object to ny tax dollars being spent on this

type of event. | think it's inportant to know that our
board strongly supports Senate Bill 264 banning the sale
of -- banning gun shows on all state-owned properties

aut hored by State Senator M n, who represents the 37th
District, which involves the Oange County fairgrounds.
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| think it's inportant to note and | don't
think it's a stretch that when Senator M n was a
candi date, he enphasi zed that he wanted gun shows on
state-owned property. | think it's inportant to note
that he has offered Senate Bill 264. | think it's
inmportant to note that he was elected to our state
senate, and | don't think it's a stretch to say that our
el ected here in the county does not want or need gun
shows on our own state-owned property. | amstrongly
and our board strongly rejects to having any gun shows
on state-owned property. W do not need, nor do we want
this type of business. Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Charles. Mary
Bl ek, when you're ready.

MARY BLEK: Thank you. Research has shown t hat
a gun in the hone significantly increases the risk of
sui ci de, homi cide, and unintentional deaths and
injuries. Furthernore, a recent research report gave
the alarmng figure of the annual cost of firearm
vi ol ence of 280 billion dollars for our nation.

| believe that the decision to bring a gun into
one's hone is a grave one, and the pun is intended. The
deci sion should not be done in an entertai nnent and
pronotional atnosphere and especially not on state-owned

property supported by tax dollars who also pay for the
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gun violence aftermath. Also, | believe it is unwse to
expose children to the gl anorization of guns.

The State should not be conplicit in the gun
sal es or in honenmade gun kits. There are other nore
appropriate venues for the purchase of firearnms. Thank
you for the opportunity to speak.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Mary. Ira Sharp,
when you' re ready.

| RA SHARP: (kay. Thank you. |'ve submtted a
witten statement, and |'mnot going to repeat it here.
| hope you'll read it carefully. 1'mthe cofounder of
Never Again CA which was forned for the purpose of
endi ng gun shows on state-owned property after the
Par kl and kil ling.

| know that al nbost everyone who spoke this
morning in regard to the flag issue tal ked about what a
great famly center facility you have there at the
Orange County fairgrounds. And they tal ked about a
nunber of great events that you hold there. No one
menti oned a gun show as being one of those wonderfu
fam|ly-centric events. | think you should think about
that very carefully.

I''min somewhat of a di sadvantage here because
we understand that the plan for this March 23rd gun show

Is to do sonmething with pop-up tents. So we haven't
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seen any security plan which the pronoter is required to
file. So we could see because there are a nunber of
state laws that | think are likely to be contravened by
havi ng these pop-up tents on or near a parking |lot which
Is against the law in California.

And if cars are accessing these tents, that's
also against the lawin California. And | hope that
this Fair Board requires that security plan to be filed
and | -- and that you review it very carefully. |
wanted to point out that the application, at least as it
shows up on your agenda, provides for a show between the
days of March 23rd and March 29th, obviously a nuch
| onger period than the normal gun show.

And it also says that the price that you're
going to charge is to be determined. At a tine where
everybody fromthe Governor of California to the huge
majorities in the state legislator and the public in
pol | i ng opposes gun shows and hol di ng them on
state-owned property, it's inappropriate for you to
all ow t he gun show for any period approaching a period
and not having a chance to see what you're charging for
the use of the facility and to nake sure it's
comercially reasonabl e.

| think it's unfair to ask this Board to

approve a contract that doesn't have those itens nailed
98

www.regalcourtreporting.com
866-228-2685 REGAL




© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N T N T N N N S T N e e R N L i
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

O.C. FAIR & EVENT CENTER
Board of Directors Meeting on 02/25/2021

down so that they can exercise their share of
responsibility. | look forward to seeing the security
pl an and may want to comment later. Thank you very nuch
for your tine.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Ckay. Thank you, Ira. Julia
Dem ow when you' re ready.

JULIA DEMLON Hello. Thank you. H. M nane
is Julia Demow, and | amrequesting that the Board vote
no on the Crossroads of the West Gun Show contract for
2021. This past year was a record-breaking year for
gun-rel ated deaths that experts have attributed to the
increase in gun sales. Wth depleted firearminventory
at licensed gun dealers, there wll -- the gun shows
w || have an even bi gger sales demand for ghost guns.

Gun shows and the Internet are the two top
pl aces to purchase ghost guns. As |'ve had the
privileged opportunity to educate the Board on ghost
guns this past Novenber's Board neeting. CGhost guns, as
a rem nder, can be sold by unlicensed dealers. Anyone,
anyone can i mmedi ately wal k out of the gun show with a
ghost gun. No background checks, no age limts, no
serial nunber, conpletely untraceable.

Wiy woul d the OC fairgrounds, a famly-friendly
venue, assist in the proliferation of ghost guns in the

comuni ty? Especially during a pandem c when people are
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nore stressed, depressed, anxious, and their kids are
bored at honme. Local |aw enforcenent says that half of
their cases right now involve ghost guns. | know ghost
guns are currently legal to purchase with no safeguards,
and the OC fairgrounds revenue has been negatively

af fected by COvVID.

But can't the Board do the right thing for our
comunity and vote no on 2021 gun shows? Let's put a
pause on gun shows until 2022 possibly when California
ghost gun laws go into effect that provide for
background checks, provide age limts. Let's not --
let's wait and relook at this in 2022 when the stresses
due to COVID have hopefully | essened and our kids are
back in school.

Aren't the potential |ives saved worth the
wait? W can find other revenue-generating
opportunities. | heard one today froma caller during
the flag public comments. Let's open the Anmphitheater
to events year round. Let's recreate famly-friendly
events that not only enhance our comunity but to
Reggie's point earlier increase opportunities for |ocal

Orange County businesses to participate.

Thank you, and please vote no. 1'd also |ike
toread a letter that | received -- |'msorry because
this is incredibly enotional -- in nmy email from Corona
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read this:

be silent during intruder drills when you were in

school is making us --

pandem c is a huge concern.

public conmmrent.

ef fect what the students are saying. Thank you.

Webb, and Any Capelle. Piper, when you're ready.

Del Mar High School students that are online in school

right now and couldn't attend this neeting. And let ne

W are students at Corona Del Mar H gh School,

and | do not feel that having a gun show at the O ange

County fairgrounds is safe for our city. | don't think

you' ve ever had to barricade yourself in classroons and

school. That is now our reality. Wy do you think nore

guns in our comunity is a good thing? During COVID

nore teens are depressed and feeling lonely. Online

SECRETARY ANGUJS: Ckay. Thank you for your

JULIA DEMLOW -- teen nental health during a

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you for your

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Julia. That's

JULI A DEMLON Ckay. Well | hope you take into

SECRETARY ANGUS: |I'Il call the next group of

speakers. W have Piper Benom Joanna Wi ss, Bethany
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PI PER BENOM Hi, everyone. | ama resident of
Newport Beach, and |'mhere to respectfully request that
t he Board not approve the contract for the proposed
drive-thru gun show. (un viol ence has increased
dramatically over the |last year. W do not want even
nore guns going into our conmmunity. So many people are
suf fering econom ¢ hardshi ps and nental health stresses
at the nonent.

Chi I dren who are home from school, people are
out of work, we don't need nore guns in people's hones
when kids are at hone distance learning with easy access
to them |'mnot necessarily anti-gun but | believe
strongly in the responsibilites that go along with gun
rights |Iike background checks on every sale. W know
t hat background checks save lives. And right now you
have to have a background check if you buy a gun froma
i censed deal er but many or nost of the sellers at
Crossroads Show are unlicensed deal ers so no background
checks required.

| went to the show in person |ast January, and
| saw firsthand the vast majority of sales were ghost
guns and DY kits. And as other speakers have said,
ghost guns are particularly dangerous as they are
untraceabl e and don't require background checks and are

t herefore becom ng increasingly poplar wth crimnals
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and drug traffickers -- gun traffickers.

Ghost guns are linked nore and nore to viol ent
crinmes precisely because anyone can -- who woul dn't
ot herwi se be able to pass a background check can wal k
out of a gun showwith a kit to assenble a sem automatic
or an autonmatic weapon at hone and in five m nutes, just
untraceabl e conpletely by no waiting periods and no
record of the cash transaction.

| don't know why we woul d want to encourage
nore violence in our comunities, especially right now
during this crisis. The gun violence epidem c has
I mpacted all of us. |If any of you have ever dropped
your kid off at school and they have a | ockdown drill,
you know and you understand this is an issue we all have
a stake in. M kids and | are relying on you to do the
right thing here and protect our community, and | urge
you to reject this gun show. Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Piper. Joanna
Wi ss, when you're ready.

JULIA DEMLON Hi. Joanna's asked ne to read
the statement for her. She had to |og off for another
meeting, so | wll read her statenent: Good afternoon,
| ' m Joanna Wi ss, president of WAVE for the Wnen for
Anerican Val ues and Ethics, a philanthropic grassroots

organi zation conprised of nore than 2,0000 Orange County

103

www.regalcourtreporting.com
866-228-2685 REGAL




© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N T N T N N N S T N e e R N L i
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

O.C. FAIR & EVENT CENTER
Board of Directors Meeting on 02/25/2021

wonen and nen. |'m speaking on behalf of our nenbers,
as well as personally having been born and raised in
Orange County.

W urge you to reject the gun show contract
W th Crossroads of the West. 2020 was a record-breaking
year for gun-related deaths in the US. And experts say
that is due to an increase in gun sales. M famly and
our WAVE nenbers rely on you to curate famly-friendly
events for the comunity. W do not want nore guns
going into circulation during a pandem c, when people
are nore stressed out, nore depressed, and nore anxi ous
t han ever.

W do not want nore guns in people's hones when
children are stuck at honme and coul d easily access them
As an organi zation working on gun safety issues, when we
are speaking with nenbers of the Orange County comunity
they frankly are shocked to | earn that our bel oved
Orange County fairground typically hosts nultiple gun
shows each year. W speak for our 2,000 nenbers as well
as countl ess other Orange County residents who urge you
not to approve another contract with Crossroads of the
West. Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you. Bethany Webb,
when you' re ready.

BETHANY WEBB: Sorry -- ny dog. |If you had
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sonebody else's dog barking -- I'mso sorry. So | would
like you to take a mnute and put yourself in a
position -- | amso sorry.

Ryder, can you go get -- G nder. | amso
sorry. Shut the door so Cinder doesn't cone back in.
|'msorry. Can we start over, if you don't mnd? O
course at that nmonment ny dog decided to start barking.
| want to put you, if you could, put yourself in ny
position. |'mvolunteering at a PTA, which | did. It's
Cctober 12, 2011, and I'mliving the life that you Ilive.

| grew up with people that have guns, | believe
in sensible gun laws but it doesn't actually touch ne.
And then on the TV there was a special report and it
shows the Salon Meritage in Seal Beach and says nine
peopl e have been shot. Six are dead at that tinme. M
sister, Laura, worked there for 10 years. | knew
everybody that worked there. | lunched with them M
sister was ny best friend.

And | becane the other side of sonething that
we' re discussing right now How? 1In one second a
person could take a gun and destroy so nuch. On that
day at the end of the day, eight people, nine people
were shot, eight of themdied. The sole survivor was ny
nmom M sister was doing her nails. Qur good friend,

Victoria, | knew for 20 years, died that day. Three
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ot her enpl oyees, these are. In Orange County.

My sister lived in Huntington and did nails in
Seal Beach, how nmuch safer can you get? Like nmany of
t he other people that spoke before nme, gun deaths have
gone up in 2020. Mass shootings haven't, so a | ot of
you think of mass shootings as that's the totality, but
It's not actually. It's suicides. It's -- the Blek's
spoke earlier, and | hope they don't mnd, they didn't
mention their son was nurdered. And that's why they're
so involved in gun things. They got a call.

You get a call. You see the TV and all of a
sudden everything that you knewis different. About 11
nonths after, sonmewhere around there, after ny sister
was murdered, there was an arnmed guy that was shooting
people -- and I'msorry. | just lost his nanme. But he
was all over the news. He was targeting LAPD officers'
kids. M son, Ryder, ny now 17-year-old was at school
and | got a call that they were surrounding his school
because his school was being targeted.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Bethany. That's

BETHANY WEBB: Darner? |Is it Darner? Can
just finish this real quick? |'msuper sorry cause ny
dog interrupted nmy thing. But Darner was shooting kids
in Orange County that belonged -- and | was stil
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grieving over ny sister and ny friends. | started
driving around the school trying to think what | could
do for nmy mddle school child to keep himsafe.

It's so inportant that we understand that these
ghost guns -- that these guns -- that people that
shoul dn't have guns, don't have a place at a --
fairground? | cannot beg you enough to understand, and
| said earlier as the nother of children, an LGBTQ and a
17-year-old that's at hone studying that the only reason
| don't have to worry he's at school and going to be in
a mass shooting is because he's studying at hone.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you, Bet hany.
Thank you for your conment.

BETHANY WEBB: Thanks.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Any Capel l e, when you're
ready.

AMY CAPELLE: H . Thank you so nmuch. Can you
hear nme? Hell o0?

SECRETARY ANGUS: Yes. (o ahead.

AMY CAPELLE: Gkay. Thank you. H . Thank you
OC fairgrounds Board of Directors. | amhere today to
ask as all the other speakers before ne to not approve
t he gun show contract with Crossroads of the West.

As the people before ne also nmentioned that it

was -- 2020 was a record-breaking year for gun-rel ated
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deat hs, and just in January alone here nore than two
mllion firearms were -- two mllion firearns were
bought | ast nonth, according to the Washi ngton Post

anal ysis of federal gun background check data. And
that's just on federal background checks. Wo knows how
many ghost guns were sold in that period. But with that
two mllion nore firearns, that was an 80 percent year
over year spike and the third highest one-nonth total on
record.

Hate crimes in Orange County rose in 2019 for
the 5th year in a row, and by a huge | eap 24 percent as
reported by the OC Human Rel ations Organi zation in
October. And that was for 2019 before the pandem c cane
upon us and hate crinmes that we're now seeing started to
rise. Since the pandem c began, studies show that
Asi an- Anerican hate incidents in California have risen
115 percent in Los Angeles County, 150 percent in San
Jose, and 200 percent in Oange County, according to the
LA Ti nmes.

An NBC4 News | ast nonth quoted the chief
psychol ogi st at Children's Hospital of Orange County,
CHOC, saying that she's getting double the calls from
famlies worried about their children's nental health
with the same warning signs as everyone had said about

ot her kids and suicides and nental health issues with
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what's going on with the pandem c.

So | bring that all to your attention to just
say that nowis not the tinme to make it easier for
people to buy nore guns. W don't want nore guns in
Orange County going into circulation during this
pandem c. And we certainly don't want nore guns in
peopl e's hones when kids are still in hybrid and online
situations with | ess parent supervision -- arguably |ess
parent supervision than normal and they could easily
access them

As a nother of three boys and having seen one
of them be on | ockdown and havi ng one of ny friends,
best friends at another school in another district on
| ockdown in this -- prior to the pandemc, it is beyond
me to -- to wonder how OC fairgrounds is supposed to be
bringing famly-friendly events woul d consider gun shows
to be famly-friendly. | do not, and | do not want gun
shows at OC fairgrounds. Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Any. Chair
Rubal cava- Garci a that concludes public comment for this
item

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you, Summer. |Is

there any comment fromthe Board?

DI RECTOR AITKEN. | have a coupl e questions
for -- | think maybe M chele would be the best person.
109
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| really appreciate staff bringing this forward ahead of

time, and | would like to just -- | had a couple of
questions. In events |ike these, given the pandemc
that we're in, | think that we should go forward with

this contract as if it is under our Board Policy 6. 04,
which is for high-profile event policies.

Because that policy gets triggered when we have
events that could potentially give us an inpact on
public safety. And | think given the fact that this is
a getting-outside-your-car event that we shoul d proceed
Wwth this as if it is a high-profile event. And ny
second question -- | just want to see if the staff has
anal yzed this event under that Board policy. And then
ny second question is for what type of safety plan and
safety neasures are put in place and who's in charge of
enforcing safety and nmask wearing and pandem c-type
policies for this event?

CEO RICHARDS: So |et me answer the first
question about our high-profile event policy. This is
not an event that we've applied that policy to in the
past. Not to say that the Board wouldn't, you know, be
able to nmake a decision to do that in the future or in
this case as well. Wth regard to the safety and
security plan so we're very clear with all of the events

t hat have taken place since at the fairgrounds since the
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pandemc. First of all, they have to be approved
t hrough the Orange County Health Care Agency.

The pronoter has to submt their health and
safety plan and there have been nunerous calls with the
pronoter, with our staff and with the Orange County
Heal t h Care Agency who has approved the event and the
plan that the pronoter has in place. Wth regard to the
security plan, the |law enforcenent for that event is and
has al ways been the Orange County Sheriff's Departnent.
So there is a security plan that is submtted by the
pronmoter with input fromour staff and approved by the
Orange County Sheriff's Departnent.

DI RECTOR AITKEN. So | think my concern with
the high-profile event is not for Crossroads of the
West, it's the fact that it is -- we do have pandem c
procedures in place and it is going to be an
out si de-your-car event which is going to be a little bit
different than things we' ve done previously. And so |
would Iike to request that we treat this under the
policies of 6.04.

And then ny second question that | would Iike
to see before we approve sonething like this is a
reassurance fromthe sheriff that | know the sheriffs
are overly inpacted right now and have nmade public

statenent saying that they do not have the capacity.
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And | think there's sone feelings with our sheriff that
does not have the inclination to enforce mask weari ng.

So as a Fair Board nmenber, taking the public
safety of our neighbors, people that use the property on
all four corners, not just this event, how or what
assurances can we have in witing fromthe sheriff's
departnent that they are going to enforce nmask wearing
during this event?

CEO RICHARDS: | can't answer that question on
behal f of the sheriff's departnent, but we can certainly
reach out and ask that question on the Board's behalf.
| know that we have had events approved at the OC Fair &
Event Center since the pandemic that are out-of-the-car
events. For example, our Flying Mz Daisy Vintage
Mar ket has been happening for the | ast several nonths,
and our security team and our in-house staff nonitor
mask wearing and, you know, and certainly addressed if
It becomes a problem But | can't answer your question
regarding the sheriff's plan for that.

DI RECTOR AI TKEN: Wl |, before we vote on this
contract, wll we be able to see that security plan and
see what the plan is that they are presenting, that the
sheriffs are presenting to enforce our safety policies

on mask wearing?

CEO RICHARDS: | think that could be nmade
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avai l abl e potentially to Board nenbers. W obviously
don't release that publicly for obvious reasons, a
security plan is a security plan. But | think we, you
know, we could get that to Board nenbers.

VICE CHAIR LA BELLE: This is Director La

Belle. If | mght, Natalie, through the Chair. | agree
wth Director Aitken. | think it's very inportant given
everything that's going on out there. | would also |ike

to see the security plan.

And if we can act on the application, you know,
subject to the security plan being presented and
approved by either a conmttee of the Board or at | east
made available to all eight of us so we know exactly
what's occurring out there and that there's a confort
| evel to the security measures relative to this
particul ar event.

AG CAPLAN. Mchele, if | may quickly before
the Board continues this discussion. M recommendation
i f Board nenbers want to view the security plan would be
to contact you directly one on one. The challenge is if
you distribute the plan to all board nenbers
simul taneously, there are certain disclosure
requi rements under Bagl ey- Keene, and there's sone
di sagreenent on whether the district would waive

essentially the confidential nature of the security plan
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under Bagl ey-Keene is not a resol ved issue.

And so ny recommendation would be for those
Board nenbers that want to review that security plan to
reach out to, Mchele, to you directly and you can find
a way to coordinate essentially one-on-one view ngs of
that plan to make sure that you nmaintain the
confidential nature of the security protocols that are
i dentified.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCIA: I'malso -- | agree
wth Josh on that. And | also think that there's a
reason why our security plans are confidential. It's to
protect the people who attend, but if we're | ooking for
a | oophole on not to hold a gun show and utilizing, you
know, the mask wearing as a way to do that.

| think we should be very careful as a Board
because we' ||l have to apply that to even the Fair that
cones around in July, and that's an event that we would
really like to inmplenent. And we also have to apply
that to the Driving Mz Dai sy Market Place show t hat
occurs. But | actually have a question for Josh. Josh,
Is it currently legal in the State of California to hold
a gun show?

AG CAPLAN: Yes, it is. The only exception to
that is there is current legislation that applies to the

San Diego County fairgrounds, but it remains |egal
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across the other state-owned fairground properties in
the state.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  And is there pending
l'itigation against San D ego because they chose not to
hold a gun show on the fairgrounds?

AG CAPLAN. Not currently. That litigation has
been resol ved.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  kay. But in O ange
County it's still okay?

AG CAPLAN:  Yes. There's no -- there is no
| egislation in place preventing the 32nd DAA from
hosting gun shows where guns and anmunition are sold.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Yeah. And M chel e,
are you able to actually wal k out of the gun showwth a
gun?

CEO RICHARDS: Well, 1'll certainly let Ken or
Nick Buffa, if they're on the line, to expand, but no --
that you are required to apply for purchase of the gun,
leave it with a third party while the background check
I's done and then only upon passing of that background
check can the gun be handed over to the purchaser.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  So all of the sane
safety protocols would apply as if you were wal king into
a gun owner store in a private location so there would

be sunset |aws and all of that?
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CEO RICHARDS: That's correct.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER. That is not -- that is
not true for ghost guns.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCIA:  I'msorry. This is
di scussion for the Board. Public conment already
occurred. Thank you. Ken, any other comment on that
front?

COO KARNS: No, no further comments, and N ck
is with us, if we need to round out any information.

CHAl R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  (kay. Any ot her
comment fromthe Board?

DI RECTOR Al TKEN:  Yeah --

DI RECTOR RU Z: Yeah, this is --

DI RECTOR AITKEN: Onh, sorry. o ahead.

DI RECTOR RU Z: Yeah, this is Drector Ruiz.
know sone of the people who spoke earlier nentioned
AR-15s. Are we selling AR-15s on that gun show? Does
anybody know?

CEO RICHARDS: | don't know the answer to that,
Robert .

DI RECTOR RU Z: Well, probably not. Anyhow
true. | know, |'ve been to these gun shows, and there's

a lot of safety classes that are being provided to
peopl e who attend these things. | ran into this

I ndi vidual in public who when we net each other, |
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I ntroduced nyself and | told himl was part of the Board
and he wanted to thank ne w thout even know ng ne, for
the shows that are being put out on the fairgrounds
because of the safety courses that himand his wfe were
able to take because of that gun show

Agai n, you know, we're not selling guns during
Fair tine. That's the way sone people are making it
sound like. W're not doing that, and we're abiding by
all the state regulations. And getting rid of our gun
show, if we were to do that here, as a Board, which
we're not here at this nonent, this doesn't solve the
problemthat we have in California as far as gun
vi ol ence.

| have lost fam |y nenbers to gun viol ence.
But this doesn't solve our problem So, you know,
again, |'ve been to it. Safety classes are being
offered to people there. I'mgoing to take a safety
class fromthat place. So just, you know, it's not all
what it seens to be |ike sone speakers made it out to
be. And so | just want to nake sure that we're not --
t hat people know that we're not selling anything illegal
out of these things, and people can't just walk in there
wth an AR-15 and wal k out. | want to nake that clear.
That's all.

DI RECTOR CERVANTES:. Hi, this is Sandra
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Cervantes. And | just wanted to nmake a quick comment.
| ve never been to the gun show, yet, but | do renenber
a few years ago Director Barbara Bagneris went and was
ravi ng about safety conponent that Director Ruiz is
tal ki ng about and even purchased an actual gun, |
bel i eve.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you, Sandr a.
Thank you, Director Cervantes. Thank you, Director
Ruiz, and Director Aitken. Any other additional
comment ?

DI RECTOR AI TKEN: Yeah. | nean, the only
reason |'m asking operationally for Mchele to envoke
the high-profile event policy is because it enabl es her
to have the conversations with the sheriff's departnent
wi th our |ocal stakehol ders about the issues that I'm
raising. And | think that's inportant. | think the
nore that we can show that we've dotted our |'s and
crossed or T's on a safety neasure with public safety
during a pandemc, that is a positive step that we
shoul d be taki ng.

On a second note, if we are not enforcing our
mask policy during Flying Mz Daisy and during a
potential Orange County Fair, we are not -- we are
violating current CDC policy. So -- | nean, |

under stand saying we don't want to open up that door.

118

www.regalcourtreporting.com
866-228-2685 REGAL




© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N T N T N N N S T N e e R N L i
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

O.C. FAIR & EVENT CENTER
Board of Directors Meeting on 02/25/2021

That door should not even be cracked, that door should
be closed. So Mchele, are we not enforcing mask
weari ng when people are going and wal king around in a
very crowded --

CHAl R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A: Director Aitken,
think the issue is -- nobody is insinuating that the
fairgrounds is not enforcing their mask |aw. Actually,
that's sonmething you' re insinuating by invoking this
other policy. | -- 1 nmean, | know that there's signage
everywhere, staff is wearing masks, everybody on the
facility site is wearing a nask.

It is state |aw that anybody who enters a state
facility needs to wear a mask, so, | nean, | think the
very fact that you ask to enforce -- or to enact that
policy for this one particular event is making the
accusation. Nobody here is saying that they're not
enforcing it.

(Si mul t aneous Speaki ng.)

DI RECTOR AITKEN: | thought you said if we talk
about this we mght be opening the door for mask policy
enforcenent during the Orange County Fair.

CHAl R RUBALCAVA- GARCIA:  No. |'m sayi ng why
woul d we enact this if we're already enforcing it? The
way | see it is enacting that policy is we're |ooking

for a | oophole to not hold the gun shows.
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DI RECTOR AITKEN. Ch, | don't think it's a
| oophole. | think it's actually just taking extra steps
to go through that part of our Board policy to nake sure
that we're having the appropriate conversations during a
pandemc. It's nothing to do -- | nean, | think that we
should be doing this. | don't -- | can't inagine that
we have nore of a high-profile policy event than the one
that we're having now

If we're just asking operationally, if it's
sonmething that we can do to take the extra steps to
protect the public and to protect our neighbors on this
property, it does not -- there's no cost associated with
it. It is not sonething that will, I think -- | mean
it's nore conversations for our staff. But | think
they' re inportant conversations to have to protect our
conmuni ty.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A: Do you have a copy of
that policy in front of you? Because | need to see what
policy isinit's entirety.

DI RECTOR AI TKEN: Yes, it's Board Policy 6.04,
and so it tal ks about when can the Fair & Event Center
treat an event as high-profile and one of the events
tal ks about noise, lighting, traffic congestion, but it
al so tal ks about public safety, crowd control, and

public safety neasures, and it goes through and it
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outlines steps that are questions that we should be
asked in making that full anal ysis about
whet her sonet hing, you know, whether all the, as | said,
|'s are dotted and T's are crossed.

And | think these are actually really inportant
questions that we should be asking for events such as
t hese, including conversations wth our neighbors, and
our nei ghbor stakehol der, the Chair, which obviously
you' d be included in these conversations. And it also
puts into place several protections for the O ange
County fairgrounds, paynent in full, distribution of the
security plan to the Fair & Event Center staff.

' mjust concerned that because the Health Care
Agency approved a security plan, we should i nvoke our
own policy that neans that we are al so having
conversations and maki ng sure that we approve that plan.
It's not --

(Si mul t aneous Speaki ng.)

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  And M chele -- they
didn't approve a safety plan, they just approved a
health -- you know, the Health Care Agency has to
approve having any event at this point because of the
current stage of Orange County in terns of tiers so they
basically just approved the opening or operating of this

event .
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They' re not approving a safety plan. It is the
policy of the OC Fair & Event Center that people have to
be masked in order to attend an event on our property.
| believe that -- | was part of the Governing Comittee,
and | believe that the reason we included that policy
was for high-profile events such as political events
where we m ght be hosting a sitting president or
sonmething like that, not for an event that doesn't even
bring in 100,000 people over a weekend. So --

DI RECTOR AITKEN: That's not what the policy
says.

(Si mul t aneous Speaki ng.)

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A: I n that case that
policy should apply to everything that takes place on
t he fairgrounds.

DI RECTOR AITKEN: Well, it wouldn't apply to
everything that takes place on the fairgrounds or else
it wouldn't be a high-profile event policy. It would
just be an event policy.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Is this the policy

that is at the discretion of the Board to inplenent or

to --
DI RECTOR AITKEN. | think it's operational.
That's why |I'masking Mchele if she could go through
sone of these extra steps. | think that this is kind of
122
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the -- one of the reasons that we invoked this policy.
CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCIA:  And it is ny

recommendation that we don't go through those steps for

this particular event. So -- Mchele, you can coment,
I f you --

CEO RICHARDS: No. | just want to clarify
sonething. | think it's inportant for all the Board

menbers to understand that, yes, you are correct that
the Orange County Health Care Agency approves all events
nmoving forward on the fairgrounds looking at it froma
COVI D health and safety perspective.

The pronoter of the gun showis required to
submt a detailed security plan to the Orange County
Sheriff's Departnment. And the sheriffs have approved
that plan. So county health care doesn't approve the
security plan. | just wanted to clarify that.

DI RECTOR AI TKEN. So who's in charge of
enforcing nask wearing on our property?

CEO RICHARDS: That woul d be our staff, our
security staff, our event staff that are, you know,
on -- boots on the ground.

DI RECTOR Al TKEN. Ckay. Thank you.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Any ot her comment from
the Board before we throw it on the consent cal endar?

Hearing that there is none, can | get a notion to
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approve the consent cal endar?

DI RECTOR CERVANTES:. | so nove, Sandra.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A: A second?

VICE CHAIR LA BELLE: Doug, second.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A: Thank you. Can you
pl ease call roll call, or please --

DI RECTOR AI TKEN: A point of clarification.
This is a draft contract, so we're not voting to approve
this contract; correct?

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCIA: | think this is a
voting to approve the contract. The event takes place
I n March.

DI RECTOR Al TKEN: (Okay. Thank you. And can we
pull this item | guess, fromthe consent cal endar and
then nove the rest of the consent cal endar, woul d that
be okay, Chair?

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCIA: | don't -- | nean, is
that necessary? | feel like we're going to have this
conversation again in March, and the event is going to
be about a week later. So we shoul d probably just deal
wth the issue now. |s there anything outstanding,
Chair Aitken -- or Director A tken?

DI RECTOR AITKEN. No. |'mjust saying can we
then just table this specific contract and nove the rest

of the consent cal endar?
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CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A: | would prefer not to
pull it. Any other comments fromthe Board on pulling
it, or the benefits of pulling it? At this time | would
li ke to take the consent cal endar as a whole. Summer,
can you please take roll call?

SECRETARY ANGUS: Chair Rubal cava- Garci a?

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Yes.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Vice Chair La Belle?

VI CE CHAIR LA BELLE: Yes.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Director Cervantes?

DI RECTOR CERVANTES:. Yes.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Director Ruiz?

DI RECTOR RU Z: Yes.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Director Aitken?

DI RECTOR AITKEN. |'mvoting no because it
contains this contract, which |I do not approve. But |
woul d approve the rest of the consent cal endar.

SECRETARY ANGUS: And Director Kovacevich?

DI RECTOR KOVACEVI CH:  Yes.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A | just want to say
t hank you to everybody who cane and spoke on this issue.
| know gun violence is a very -- it's a personal issue

to many people, including nyself. Safety is key, and

approving this contract is no -- in any way not saying
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that we don't care about the things you care about.

So thank you for com ng today before the Board
and we appreciate you participating in this neeting. At
this time I'd like to nove on to agenda Item 10B. And
we have a presentation comenorating Black Hi story
Month. At this tine I'd like to turn it over to
Community Affairs Commttee, Director Kovacevich and
Director Ruiz.

DI RECTOR KOVACEVICH:  All right. Gve ne one
second. Sorry. VWiile I pull up nmy notes. GCkay. Thank
you, Chair Rubal cava-Garcia. Appreciate the opportunity
to present for Black History Month. You know, this is
anot her opportunity for the Board and specifically the
Community Affairs Commttee to, you know, showcase an
I mportant part of the Orange County comunity, which is
t he menbers of our community who are bl ack and shoul d be
extra celebrated this nmonth. Should be celebrated all
of this nmonth and so we put -- we put together this
presentation.

And 1'lIl narrate the first half, and then |']|
turn it over to Director Ruiz. If we go to the next
slide. Al right. So Black Hi story Mnth was
establ i shed to recogni ze and cel ebrate the achi evenents

of African Americans and their role in US history.

Let's see if I'min the right -- | think we go
126
www.regalcourtreporting.com
866-228-2685 REGAL




© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N T N T N N N S T N e e R N L i
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

O.C. FAIR & EVENT CENTER
Board of Directors Meeting on 02/25/2021

to the next slide. Sorry. OCh, no. This is the slide.
Okay. W got everyone there. So let's go through the
pictures here fromleft toright. Sorry. Last idea, |
messed up there. GCkay. W have Maya Angel ou, poet and
activist. W have Martin Luther -- Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., mnister and activist. Mihammad Ali, boxer
and activist. George Washington Carver, agricultura
scientist.

And on the bottomrow fromleft to right we
have Harriet Tubman, abolitionist and activist.
Presi dent Barack Obama and First Lady Mchele Chama. W
have Rosa Parks, of course activist, and we have
Frederi ck Dougl ass, who was an abolitionist and a public
speaker. So that was sone great fol ks fromour history.

Next slide here we have, you know, we're
showi ng a major part of the African-Anmerican history in
California. It started with the second great mgration
where African Anericans residing in the southern part of
the United States who were trying to escape extrene
raci smand segregation mgrated North and West including
to Southern California to better their lives with job
opportunities in the thriving industrial revol ution.

From 1940 to 1970 approximately five mllion
African Anerican took part in the mgration. And by

1970 approximately 750,000 had settled in the Los
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Angel es area alone. Onto the next slide. Al right.
On this slide we are going to ook at sonme prom nent
Orange County Black | eaders. And in our county it's
only 2.1 percent African-Anerican popul ation. But there
are many who have reached prom nent | eadership status
here in Orange County.

So going, again, left toright. W have here
Mayor Leticia Clark fromthe Gty of Tustin. W have
Chancel | or Linda Rose from Santa Ana Col | ege, and from
t he OC Bl ack Chanber, President Bobby MDonald, also a
board menber for the Heroes Hall Veterans Foundati on.
We have sone |ocal |eaders and on this slide we have
just as of a few weeks ago, our new Secretary of State
Shirley Weber who was just sworn in by Governor Gavin
Newsom

And t hen speaking of Heroes Hall, we have here
Li eut enant Col onel Robert Friend was one of the [|ast
surviving nmenbers of the distinguished group of pilots
known as the Tuskegee airnen. He was assigned to the
332nd fighter group and was stationed in Europe during
Wrld War I'l1. As a skillful pilot of the P47 and P51
singl e engi ne planes Lieutenant Colonel Friend flew as
the wingman for the commobdore of the group, Col onel
Davi s.

Li eut enant Col onel Friend al so served as conbat
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operations officer at the squadron and group levels. In
this capacity he was responsible for planning and

organi zing the inplenentation of strategic and tacti cal
air mssions for the organization. Bob |loved flying so
much that he opted to stay in the mlitary for the next
30 years, also serving in Vietnam He |ater headed up
the unidentified aerial phenonena program which
identified UFGCs brought to the attention of the Air

For ce.

Li eutenant Colonel Friend left the mlitary in
1972 and noved to Irvine at the time of his death on
June 21st, 2019 at the age of 99. Lieutenant Col onel
Robert Friend was one of just 12 remaini ng Tuskegee
airmen. W are very honored to have Bob Friend
represented -- or represent the Wrld War Il veterans at
t he groundbreaki ng cerenony at Heroes Hall. Now |']
turn it over to Director Ruiz to finish the
presentation. Thank you, Director.

DIRECTOR RU Z: Geat. Thank you, Director
Kovacevich. As we see here in slide nunber seven, hold
on. | want to make sure we're on the right slide, and
|'mon the right page here. Gay. |In 1994 Ceorge
Carver because the first African Anerican to earn a
Bachel or of Science degree fromlowa State University.

| npressed by Carver's research, his professors asked him
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to stay on for graduate study, and he earned his
master's degree in agriculture.

Fromtradition started centuries ago, George
Washi ngton Carver, African-Anerican farnmer who changed
his Iife through Southern California throughout the
state. The local prograns |isted here teach kids and
adults how to farm sustai nable and healthy fruits and
vegetabl es as well as teach how to cook heal thy dishes
wth fruits and vegetables that they cultivate. Myve on
to slide nunber eight.

Al'so here is sone nore history here in this
slide here. Sone interesting facts about Black History
Month: Black History Month started as Black History
Week | aunched by the Black US Historian, Carter G
Woodson in 1926. |In 1976 president Cerald Ford
officially recognized Black H story Month which is al so
cel ebrated in Canada in February and in Cctober in
| rel and, the Netherlands and the United States Kingdom

The cartoon character Betty Boop was a
depi ction of Ester Jones, an African-Anerican jazz
singer and actress from Harlem New York. The Lone
Rangers real nanme was Bass Reeves who was born a sl ave
and escaped to an Indian territory during the Cvil Wr.
Next slide here is how can we observe Bl ack History

Mont h?  We ask ourselves, and there's many ways of doing
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It, of course.

What are some of the interesting ways we can do
that is one is to explore the art of Ernie Barnes and
his fanmobus painting that's shown in the credit for the
1970s show, Good Tines. One of ny favorite paintings,
the other one too is read the witings of Langston
Hughes, deep in the Harl em Renai ssance novenent was al so
wel | known for his poetry -- his poetry witing.

Al'so, listen to the sounds of Billie Holiday
known for songs |ike God Bless the Child, and Bl ue Mon
or the nmusic of John Coltrane best known for his al bum
Love Suprene. Also a Motown -- Mditown is a classic
| abel known for artists |like Stevey Wwnder, D ana Ross,
The Suprenme's, Marvin Gayve and many, nmany nore.

Phi | adel phia Soul is nusic based out of
Phi | adel phia and known for artists |ike and O Jays. |If
you want to be inspired, listen to Martin Luther King's
| Have a Dream and | ast and nunber five and if you find
time hopefully to support many of the Bl ack-owned
busi nesses not only here throughout Orange County but
t hroughout the State of California of course. Now we go
to slide nunber 10.

Support your Bl ack-owned busi nesses, as |
mentioned. There's tons of them More than, you know,

nost people would know and | want to thank Bobby
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McDonal d for providing these to us here. As you see the

l'ist we have plenty of good places to eat. Roscoes

Chi cken N Waffles, Hanmbone's BBQ Bar and Gill, which |
like. 1've been there. It's absolutely delicious.
So again, there's alist. |If you want to, you

know, take them down, please do so, and by all neans, go
and patroni ze places. They have great food and they
provide a great service as well. So nove on to the next
slide. So while the Black comunity only makes about
2.1 percent of Orange County's popul ation -- nakes up
doubl e that amount in attendance at the annual OC Fair.

W are grateful to the Black conmmunity for the
many contributions to the Orange County, and
particularly to their support of the OC Fair & Event
Center. And we just want to, you know, keep our doors
open, and, you know, to the Black conmmunity and keep
celebrating the history of the Black community as we
nove forward here. And that concludes our report for
this slideshow here. | want to thank the staff and
everybody, M chele hel ped put it together and thank
Director Kovacevich for helping ne out with this. Thank
you.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you, Director
Rui z and Director Kovacevich. | also want to just kind

of just throw a shout out to Thane Hol | man who | know
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he's a OC Fair staff. | know he was instrumental in
supporting the Board and putting this presentation
together in celebration of Black H story Month. So
t hank you, Thane.

CEO RI CHARDS: And Chair Rubal cava-Garcia, we
have the video that was submtted to us to commenorate
Bl ack Hi story Month on behal f of the OC Bl ack Chanber.

SECRETARY ANGUS: | will switch over the
screen. If you give ne just a nonent.

(OC Fair Board Black History Month Appreciation
Vi deo from OC Bl ack Chanmber 2021)

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you, and |
bel i eve we have one public comment on this topic or
agenda item

SECRETARY ANGUS: W do. Reggie Mundekis, when
you' re ready.

REGA E MUNDEKIS: Hi . |'m Reggi e Miundeki s and
t hank you for this opportunity to address you on this
matter. | congratulate this Board on recogni zi ng our
di verse communities with this presentation and a prior
presentation for H spanic Heritage Month. These
presentations and comenorations rem nd us of where we
have been, what we have acconplished, and what's renains
to be acconpli shed.

We can keep | ooking forward by commenorating
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ot her groups which represent our diverse comunities
t hroughout our years. Each of these commenorations can
be an opportunity to build bridges in these conmunities
whi ch can bring new business and visitors to our OC
fairgrounds.

Sone ideas include a welcone -- celebrating
Vel cone Hone Vietnam Veterans Day in March which fits
well wth the mssion of Heroes Hall. A celebration of
Cesar Chavez Day in March which also ties into our
agriculture mssion. Celebrating Asian-Anerican and
Paci fic |Islander Heritage Month in May and
Filipino-Anerican Hi story Month in Cctober to cel ebrate
our broad Asian and Filipino comunities, by the way Sea
Food City in Irvine which is a great supermarket is a
Filipino supermarket.

The California Sikh conmunity has their
Si kh- Ameri can awar eness appreciation nonth in Novenber
along with Native Anerican Heritage Month. The Sikh
tenple in Santa Ana has a food bank which has been
servi ng peopl e throughout the pandem c, and Sikhs are
also represented in the Central Valley as farnmers and
truck drivers and al so Costa Mesa was hone to
Nat i ve- Ameri cans before we all noved in here and took
away their hone. So just sone things to think about to

keep the ball rolling and keep us noving forward at
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representing our diverse Oange County comunities.
Thank you.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you, Reggie.
Those are great suggestions. Thank you, everybody. So
noving on to Action ItemC, review of the OC Fair
pl anni ng and consideration and vote on the 2021 dates.
And this is an action item

CEO RICHARDS: GCkay. | think I can take it
fromhere. Since the August 2020 Board of Directors
nmeeting, staff has made nonthly presentations regarding
planning for the 2021 OC Fair. During last nonth's
Board neeting, Directors La Belle and Cervantes
suggested it mght be prudent to consider noving the
Fair dates to the fall to allow nore tinme for O ange
County to reach that required 70 percent inmunity |evel
that we're all |ooking for.

At that nmeeting, Chair Rubal cava-Garcia
requested that the itembe placed on this agenda for
di scussion by the Board. So I knowit's been a very
| ong neeting, and we appreciate everyone's patience.
|'"'mjust going to very quickly run through the few
slides that we presented |ast nonth regarding the return
of the 2020 OC Fair.

So I'll remnd the Board that when we submtted

and the Board approved our 2021 budget, it included a
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Fair based on 50 percent attendance and based on
conversations and research by the OC Health Care Agency,
t he agency believes that our ability to host a Fair with
75 percent attendance is quite reasonable by July. So
we put together a plan A, which is we're calling it a
Modi fied Plus Fair that would include a 23-day Fair,
tickets purchased in advance, a 45,000 per person cap in
attendance per day.

The Fair woul d be dark on Mondays and Tuesdays
and run our normal dates which next year woul d be
July 15 through August 14. |If that trend in imunity is
not moving in the right direction by April then our
recommendation woul d be to nove to a plan B and that
woul d be to look at fall dates. Since the Board neeting
in January, we have had di scussions with our major Fair
partners. And we have been able to secure dates
beginning in | ate August through the third week of
Septenber. And I'll expand a little bit nore in a
m nut e.

If by July we're still not trending in the
right direction then our plan would be to go to plan C,
whi ch would be to pivot to a drive-thru Fair experience,
sort of like a kicked-up version of the Fair Food Drive
drive-thru that we did this past fall. GCkay. So plan A

includes -- sorry. July 16 through August 15, 23-days,
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Mondays and Tuesdays darKk.

Last nmonth the Board approved ticket pricing
Wednesdays and Thursdays at twelve dollars, Friday
Sat urday and Sunday at fourteen dollars and then of
course seven dollars for kids and seniors. Again,
45,000 per day attendance cap, tickets purchased in
advance online. W woul d suspend super-pass sal es so
that we obviously could control that attendance
every day.

The Pacific Anphitheater and Hanger, the county
health care believes that both of those venues wll be
able to have full capacity by July. But again, we would
make adjustnents if need be. W are not advocating for
programm ng the Action Sports Arena. W w il use that
for back-of-house storage. W're |ooking at noving the
pig races to Park Plaza. Again, it's a very, very
popul ar event, but it will give us a lot nore roomin
Park Pl aza.

W're not going to put up an Exploriumtent
this year but we will still have the kids progranm ng
and that will nove to another area. And then the
progranmm ng inside our buildings, the exhibits -- the
conpetitive exhibits and shopping, will shuffle around a

bit. And of course our marketing and communi cati ons

teams will l[aunch a robust canpaign to educate our Fair
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goers on howto fair this year.

Concessionaires and nerchants will be adjusted
to fit the new attendance level. W're not going to
need as many as we typically have since we'll be at an
attendance cap per day. Qur gate procedures wll change
W th potential new scanning equipnent that will help
nove those |lines nmuch nore quickly and provide for nuch
nmore soci al di stancing.

We're tal king about being able to park on-site
and at Orange Coast College if we do the Fair in the
summer. | tal ked about Action Sports Arena for
back- of - house storage. And then there will be obviously
some overall layout changes that will be necessary. And
just some followup itens. W are, again, working with
the Orange County Heath Care Agency on mandates for
weari ng masks.

Vacci nations is probably -- proof of vaccine is
probably not sonmething that is logistically possible for
us but again, we're working with the Health Care Agency
as that new information energes as well. Limted
on-site sales for those who don't have access to
conputers. We're looking at all of our community give
back progranms to see how we mght be able to integrate
those into a post-COVID world. And then we're -- we've

reforecast our budget for the Board to consider as well.
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And then, of course, continuing to work on lots and | ots
of details.

So as | nentioned, we have been able to secure
sone back up dates for |ate August, Septenber, if the
Board chooses to do that. But we feel it would be very
I mportant as the Board discusses this topic today to
focus on sone inportant considerations. So August 25th
t hrough Septenber 19th dates have been secured if we
decide to go to a plan B Fair.

But the Board should consider the availability
of other key partners and contractors, and our teamis
wor king to get those confirmations as we speak. The
nunber of Fair dates possible in the Summer is 23. It
woul d be cut by two if we did a fall Fair, and the Board
shoul d consider the profitability of each

Just to give you a rough idea, if we are able
to have the Sunmmer Fair, we're looking at the Fair
generating about 13 mllion dollars in net proceeds
conpared to a Septenber Fair which would be about 11
mllion dollars. GCkay. Now that's not -- that's not
the bottomline for the budget. That's just the Fair
pul l ed out fromthere.

The overall budget if we are -- if we're able

to have the Fair in the Sumrer, would be flat. And if

we nove to the fall, our bottomline for the entire year
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budget we're projecting would cone in at about a 2.4
mllion dollar loss for the year. The Board shoul d
consider the availability of off-site parking. W rely
heavily on Orange Coast College and Davis Elenentary to
park vehicles and shuttle our patrons in. Unfortunately
in the fall, that wouldn't be available as those school s
W Il be back in session and the anount of traffic that

m ght be generated in the area because of that as well.

W will nost definitely need to secure paid
off-site parking not paid for the patron rather, but
paid for the OC Fair & Event Center and hire shuttles to
bring our guests in. So that would be a, you know,
significant added expense. Many of you have read in the
news over the |last couple of days that our main Southern
California thenme parks |ike D sneyland and Si x Fl ags
have announced openings in the spring. Certainly the
county's need to possibly use us as a vaccination
site mght be taken into considering.

W woul d advocate if we did fall dates to nove
our junior |ivestock auction to coincide with the end of
t he school year, which is when the students are ready to
show their aninmals and bring themto market. So we
woul d nmake that a separate event outside of Fair. W
al ready have a nunber of events already booked in

Sept enber representing about 845,000 dollars in
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projected revenue. |f these events cannot be rebooked,
obviously that would be | ost revenue. And our sales
teamis working on seeing if there's a possibility to
rebook those.

The Pacific Anphitheater concerts and the
possibility of having a sutmmer and a fall series, but
t he Board shoul d understand that the sound limts wll
change in the fall and they becone nuch stricter outside
of those typical Summer Fair dates. The Board shoul d
also consider if we do a Fair in the fall, school wll
be in session and what wll the inpact on our attendance
be?

And since we rely so heavily on high schoo
students, college students, and teachers for our
seasonal enploynment, will those people be available in
the fall as well? Certainly whether is a consideration.
We have such beautiful weather md July to md August
and then it quite often gets nmuch warnmer |ate in August
and into Septenber. You know, as we continue to work
closely with the OC Health Care Agency, what are those
requi rements going to be -- continue to be for nandatory
face covering and our responsibility to nonitor and
enforce that.

And then, you know, if we do nove to the fall,

the opportunity to plan progranm ng around a new fall
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festival thene is pretty interesting too. So those are
kind of some of the big picture itens that we woul d
request the Board to consider as they debate whether to
maybe hol d of f another 45 to 60 days to nmake a deci sion
or whether a decision mght be made to, you know, to go
wth a fall Fair today. So. Happy to ask -- answer any
addi tional questions the Board m ght have.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you, CEO
Richards, for that updates. Any comment or question
fromthe Board before we take public coment?

VICE CHAIR LA BELLE: Natalie, this is Doug.
|'d like to hear the public comments first, if you don't
m nd before we -- |'ve got a series of questions | would
like to ask, but 1'd like to get input fromthose in
attendance first.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A1 Ckay. G eat
suggestion, Director La Belle. Summer, can we pl ease
take pulic comment?

SECRETARY ANGUS: Sure. W have Dr. Jeffrey
Horn, followed by Reggi e Mundekis, Wess Al cot, and
Heat her Hernandez. Dr. Horn, when you're ready.

Dr. Jeffry Horn? You're nuted. Gkay. |I'Ill circle
back. 1'll go to the next of speaker. Reggie Mindekis,
when you' re ready.

REGG E MUNDEKI S:  Hi. Reggie Miundekis. Thank
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you for this opportunity to address you today. | am not
under st andi ng sonet hi ng about what's proposed to do for
the Fair when it's held in the normal tinme slot or later
in the year. The issue is regarding the use of the Pac
Anp and the Hanger. The overall Fair event is going to
be socially distanced with reduced capacity, both for
vendors, concessionaires, and patrons. However, the
proposal is that the Pac Anp and the Hanger wll be sold
at full capacity.

| don't understand how this will work because
both of those venues when sold at full capacity, have
peopl e sitting shoul der to shoulder, not noving. 1In
addi tion both of these venues sell food, beverages, and
al cohol which require a patron to renove their nmask to
consune. So we are having a cl osed, packed, seated
event where people are eating and drinking while they
are listening to nusic.

So I"'mtrying to work through how this is going
to safe and the inconsistency wwth the way the entire
event is being presented. And | also need to go check
t he sound nonitoring agreenent regardi ng the sound
limts. | recall that there's two types of sound limts
for Fair time and for year-round when year-round is at a
| oner |evel.

Fair tineis alittle bit higher |evel because
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you have the background noise of the Fair. So I'm
thinking that if the Fair was noved later in the year,
the Fair time limts would apply regardl ess of the fact
that it's -- the Fair is being held later in the year.
You know, so let ne just check that, but | do have
questi ons about how we'er doing the Pac Anp and the
Hanger at full capacity. |'mjust not understanding
that. Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Reggie. Wes
Al cott, when you're ready.

WES ALCOTT: Yes. Thank you. So actually I
have ki nd of a speech planned for this, but Ms. Richards
had nention in thing that you guys are taking into
consideration the junior livestock option. M goal was
to talk to you guys about naking sure that |ivestock was
part of you guys's planning for the Fair given that
t hese ki ds have spent so nmuch tine and effort with their
projects and that they all look forward to it.

And | know a | ot of you Board nenbers cone to
t he auction and you cone to the different shows and you
kind of see that. |s there any way just to confirmthat
yes, the livestock shows and auction is in your plan for
July, if that happens?

CEO RICHARDS: If the July Fair is able to

happen, yes, we would do the junior |ivestock auction as
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normal. If we have to nove the Fair dates to the fall,
we would still do a junior livestock event either
virtually or in person to coincide with the end of the
school year so that the students don't mss out on that
opportunity.

VWES ALCOTT: Great. Geat. Thank you so nuch.
| really do appreciate you taking matters into account.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Ckay. Thank you, Wes.
Heat her Hernandez, when you're ready.

HEATHER HERNANDEZ: Hello, this is Heather
Her nandez. And yeah | was al so just going to bring up
the livestock. | have kids in 4-Hin the county. And
one thing I'ma little concerned about, you were talking
about potentially noving |ivestock to coincide with the
end of the school year if you have to have a fall Fair.

And | think that that m ght not work for a | ot
of kids because they already -- their animals won't be
bi g enough to sell at the end of the school year which
I's May because they all got their animals to be ready in
July. So anot her consideration you mght think of is
hol ding the junior livestock in the sanme sort of tine
frame so that the kids animals are actually ready for
the junior livestock option at a normal tine.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Heather. One nore
call for Dr. Jeffrey Horn, when you're ready.
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JEFFREY HORN: Yeah. Sorry. | was having
technical problens before. So, yeah, I"'mactually in
agreenent with the |last person, you know, naking sure
that the animals are here to be ready for Fair. So if
It's possible, if you don't have a tradition OC Fair in
July to maybe plan to have the, you know, |ivestock show
at that tinme because that's when the aninmals were
prepped and, you know, when they're bought for the
pur pose of being ready for the Iivestock show.

| certainly have sone questions in regards to
the auction itself, whether it be an in-person auction
or not or that it have to be an online silent action,
which is certainly less preferable. Because these kids
rely on trying to at | east recoup sone of the noney that
t hey spent on these animals in feeding and caring for
them | do also have questions in regards if we do have
a traditional Fair for the parents to nmake sure that
they are going to be there to be with the children of
the system but also be able to watch them perform

And al so making sure that there is adequate
pl ace, spacing for the parents of that kind of that back
area, you know, that we had traditionally just to know
there' Il be sone social distancing guidelines and what
not in making sure there's adequate space for them

because it can get sonetinmes to be a little bit crowded
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at tines. As well as adequate sanitation for, you know,
for, you know places where people wash their hands and
di shes and things Iike that have been problens in
previ ous years.

Just really inportant to make sure that no
matter what we do that there is a junior |ivestock show
for these kids. They' ve m ssed out conpletely | ast

year. Virtual Fairs just is don't cut it. And it's

extrenely inportant to nmake sure that they can still get
t he experience for a |lot of these kids who are still in
online only school. This is their only tinme outside of

the home, and it's the only tinme there's really |ike any
interaction with their peep in person probably socially
di stance and it's crucial for themto make sure that
they get this experience that they need. And thank you
very nuch.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you. Chair
Rubal cava- Garci a, that concludes public coment on this
time.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you, everybody,
for your comments and feedback on the Fair. Thank you,
M chel e, for your presentation and update. |Is there any
ot her questions fromthe Board on this topic?

VICE CHAIR LA BELLE: Natalie, |I have a few

questions |I'd like to ask and a couple of issues that
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|'d like to raise to the Board's consideration. | guess
this is this l[isted on the agenda as an action item so
we coul d provide sone policy direction to staff should
the Board so desire to do that, am| correct in that?

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Yes.

VICE CHAIR LA BELLE: Okay. First question |
have the same question that Reggie has raised in termns
of her comments. You know, on the one hand, we're go
going to be practicing social distancing. W' re going
to be [imting the nunber of attendees. You're going to
have to, you know, book your tine at the Fair ahead o
time, et cetera, et cetera, et cetera.

And yet we're contenplating full capacity in
the Pacific Anphitheater and the Hanger. How is that
going to work and neet the county requirenents relative
to face masks and everything else that we're going to
need to bring into account?

CEO RICHARDS: | think that's a great question.
Director La Belle. Keep in mnd that that full capacity
was based on projections given to us by Dr. Chau and his
teamat the OC Health Care Agency. The 75 percent
capacity is sonething that staff has recommended for the
Fair overall. At the tine the Health Care Agency was
al so suggesting that we would not necessarily need to

cap attendance for the Fair either, but we felt it was
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prudent to do that.

So I'Il just reiterate, again, that while the
full capacity in the Hanger and the Anphitheater are
possi ble, that's something that we may not be able to
predict at this point, and we're going to watch the
nunbers closely. W're going to continue to work very,
very closely with the OC Health Care Agency and nake the
appropriate adjustnents as new i nformati on becones
avail able to us.

VICE CHAIR LA BELLE: GCkay. Thank you. |I'm--
|'ma glass is half full guy, but right now ny glass is
sort of cracked, and I"'mnornmally pretty nuch an
optimsmbut there seens to be so nuch continuing
confusion out there relative to vaccinations and supply
et cetera, et cetera that | do have sone concerns. Wat
Is the Board's absolute drop dead date in terns of
deciding whether it will be a Sunmer Fair or whether it
wll be a fall Fair.

CEO RI CHARDS: Yeah. Last year the Board had a

special neeting. | believe it was held on April 11th of
| ast year -- made the decision to cancel the 2020 OC
Fair. | think we've set a go/no go date. |t absolutely

cannot go later than that. W just have too many noving
pi eces to be able to, you know, to nmake that call

Al t hough, you know, a lot can change in those 45, 50
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days. So | would say at the very latest |ooking at that
week right after Easter would be preferable.

VI CE CHAIR LA BELLE: Now, when is Disneyl and
going to open? What is their current schedul e been
approved because that obviously would be a very good
tenplate to followin terms of protocols and things |ike
t hat .

CEO RICHARDS: Right. There haven't been, to
ny know edge, please, soneone, correct ne if |I'mwong.
There has been a specific date that has been pi npointed
but both Six Flags and Disneyl and indi cated spring.

That they would be reopening in the spring, and | know
Six Flags indicated they woul d be reopening all of their
t heme parks and anusenment parks throughout the country
in the spring.

VICE CHAIR LA BELLE: And now, Mchele, it's ny
under standi ng that San Diego Fair will hot be held this
year, nor will the LA county Fair, is that a fair
st at enent ?

CEO RICHARDS: Yes. So both San Diego and LA
have indicated to us that they are not in a position to
have a full Fair this year but they are both hoping to
have sonme sort of a Fair |ike celebration in the fall,
but, you know, dates have not been announced and pl ans

are not in place that, you know, have been shared with
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us at this tine.

VICE CHAIR LA BELLE: What is precluding us
fromconsidering noving it either even later into the
fall. | understand obviously the |ater you go, the
weat her gets nore problematic. But if we were to go in
| ate Septenber to say md Cctober, what woul d precludes
us fromdoing that?

CEO RICHARDS: Well, it certainly doesn't
precl ude us, but we would not be able to have RCS
partner wwth us. They have commtnents for two of the
Fairs in Arizona. Minly, the Arizona State Fair, which
w |l take place beginning | think it's Cctober 3rd is
their start date.

VICE CHAIR LA BELLE: Are there other options
avai l able to the Board besides RCS or are we l[imted by
our contract wth thenf

CEO RICHARDS: | don't believe we are limted
by our of contact. You know, Ken, you can verify that.
He knows that contact very well, but the probl em would
be the availability of a conparable carnival as you can
I magi ne, lots of Fairs throughout the United States are
clanoring for back up dates for the fall. So I think it
woul d be very -- | don't think that we should count on a
carnival that could service us being available in
Cct ober.
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VICE CHAIR LA BELLE: Have we had any
conversations with the entertainnent folks relative to
nmovi ng concerts to the fall those dates that you
outlined and nmaybe having a conbi nati on of both sone
during the sunmrer and sonme on into the fall. W had
sone earlier speakers on other itens seemto express an
interest in maybe, you know, in maybe expanding it even
further. Cbviously that becomes a revenue producing
opportunity if we can. Has Dan or Lisa had any
conversations in that regard?

CEO RICHARDS: Yes. Ongoing conversations. In
fact, they have conversations everyday with the agents,
and so while we still have sone dates booked for the
summer, | believe there are 11 bookings for a sunmer
concert series. But, you know, the possibility of doing
a fall series is very nmuch in play.

VICE CHAIR LA BELLE: Ckay. Just to comment on
the rest for the rest of the Board and yourself on
nmoving it to when after school is started. That is not
necessarily going to be a problemat |east fromny
perspective. The LA County Fair has always been
starting basically the first week of school.

And fromny Chino Hlls Days, we had Chino
Hlls Day at the Fair just |like we have the cities in

Orange County. And what we did, we had a very active
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comunity conmttee and they did a Sponsor a Bus
program you know, whatever the anount was.

And on that Chino Hlls Day at the Fair we had
literally thousands -- well not thousands but a couple
t housand grade school kids fromChino HIls that
attended the Fair and they -- our conmunity services
departnent and public services -- we had a very
extensive interactive programthat we did at the Fair.

They don't do that anynore, but | can certainly
get all of the background information on that program
and how it worked and | would do that and --

(Si mul t aneous Speaki ng.)

And | guess ny |last question is whether the
Fair is in July, August, Septenber, Cctober, | think
it's inportant that the Board establish sone protocols
for what we're going to do when the Fair takes place
relative to obviously we'll neet whatever state
requi renents are placed upon us by the governor's office
and what county requirements are placed upon us.

But the Fair, itself, is not an essenti al
service. |It's obviously very inportant to the
comunity, but we need to nmake sure that those that are
in attendance at the Fair are fully masked, that
protocol is handled. And you nentioned earlier that

vacci nations may not be a requirenent, explain that to
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me alittle bit, in terms of, you know, how we can --
how we can best make sure that we keep the Fair as safe
for all of our patrons as we possibly can.

And, again, | think the Board needs to, not
necessarily today, but maybe next nonth for sure we need
to say okay, when we have a Fair, these are the
protocols that are going to be in place. And that may
very well nean that certain individuals will not want to
attend or be able to attend because of those protocols,
but as inportant as it is, it's a-- the Fair is a
nonessential type of activity.

CEO RICHARDS: Sure. Let nme take a couple of
guestions that you asked or issues that you brought up.
| tend to agree with you about the school field trip
opportunities with school back in session. | know that
LA County Fair has been very, very successful with that
over the years and, you know, our teamw || certainly
coordinate with theirs on how best to do that.

But the concern is with school in session
because we are surrounded by schools. That, you know,
Vanguard students would be back in session. O ange
Coast Col | ege woul d be back in session. Costa Mesa High
School, Costa Mesa M ddl e School, and Davis El enentary
School will all be back in session. So, yes, while that

m ght have an effect on the attendance during the day,
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t he bigger concern is the lack of availability of
off-site parking that we count on quite a bit.

And the added expense of trying to find
of f-site parking, which has not been very successful,
and if that's the case then we would have to pair back
our attendance expectation so that we know that we can
park people in our interior lots wthout negatively
I mpacting the area sounding the fairgrounds because
there'll be lots of additional traffic in the area with
school in session and the Fair going on.

Wth regard to proof of vaccination, it seens
i ke such a great idea, and I, you know, |'mcertainly
an advocate until you start to | ook at the operational
aspects of it. The county health care in O ange County
has potentially been working on an app that will produce
a, you know, a proof of vaccination. They're not there
yet. And that's just Orange County.

W know that we have visitors to the OC Fair
fromall over the state and out of the country as well,
so the ability for our staff to be able to effectively,
you know, check for proof of vaccination is rather
daunting. In addition to that, if the county can reach

that herd immunity level, county health care will deem

It safe for people to gather again. |If we don't reach
that herd imunity, then there's -- then we won't get
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approval to nove forward with the Fair no matter what
t he dates.

VI CE CHAIR LA BELLE: Mchele, with the -- wt
t he vaccinations, those that are vaccinated do get a
card that indicates that when they had their first shot
when they had their second shot, and sort of |ike a,
alnost like a driver's license for that matter. So

there is sone fairly sinple certification, so you m ght

|'d be interested in hearing from other Board
menbers as to what their thoughts are around the soci al
di stanci ng and ot her protocols that we would have in
pl ace.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Are there any other

Board nenbers who would i ke to comment on this itenf

we need to enpower our staff and those tenporary, full-
or part-tinme enployees to be enforcing the CDC
gui del i nes on mask wearing. W don't know what those
are going to be or whether we can open them

But | just think we need to -- it's very hard
to look at this right now when we don't know whet her
we're going to have vaccines for under 65 by August or

whet her we're going to be fighting this into the fall,

h

want to ook into that as well as the matter progresses.

DI RECTOR AITKEN:. This is Director Aitken, just

to respond to Director La Belle. You know, | think that
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potentially, | know none of us want to say it, but into
2022. But | think as long as we enpower our staff and
t he enpl oyees to enforce the current CDC gui deli nes,
we're just going to have to do the best that we can.

DIRECTOR RU Z: Yes. This is Director Ruiz.
totally agree with Director Aitken. You know, it's --
we're going to have our people who are going to give our
staff -- you know, people who work in the Fair -- a hard
tinme for not wanting to wear a mask. That will help,
unfortunately. So, you know, whatever we can do to
empower themlike Director Aitken said, I'mall for that
because we want safety not only for the people comng in
but as well the people who are going to be working the
grounds as well. So I'mall in favor.

VICE CHAIR LA BELLE: This is Doug, again. |I'm
going to be conversing with Newton, Nick, and Robert to
see if there's any interest in doing a Beach Boys
tribute band, and if there is, with alittle bit of
luck, we'd probably be ready for 2024 and 2025 at the
latest. So I'll report back on that |ater.

(Si mul t aneous Speaki ng.)

CEO RICHARDS: W' |l save a date, performance
date for you

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCIA:  |'d pay for that.

DI RECTOR CERVANTES: Too cute. Too cute. This
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I's Sandra, and | think that one of the things that we
need to go ahead and nake sure that, you know, we all
feel good about is that the approach when a restaurant
I's open you have to walk in with a mask and then you sit
down and then you have to take it off to go ahead and
eat .

Wien you're at the airport, which I've been at
the airport a lot lately, it's kind of Iike the sane
thing. People buy Starbucks and then the mask is off
for that reason. And nost of what happens at the Fair
really is food. So the great part is that we have so
much space. And | think with D sneyland opening pretty
soon and us invited to explore the what if possibility
and whatever is it that they have in place we should be
able to go and duplicate a ot of things that are
wor ki ng and nmake t hem worKk.

But for exanple, even touching on people that
have the vaccine. |'mnot quite sure that that's even a
topi ¢ of conversation because there's so many people
that wll not have the vaccine or choose not to have the
vaccine. And |'mnot quite sure that we can even nake
that a condition of in, you know, any shape or form

So a lot of great things to talk about and
t hi nk about, but | think that at the and of the day

there's a lot of other places that are already in place
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wth specific procedures. And we just need to make sure
that the people comng to the Fair are going to feel
confortabl e being around ot her people that don't have
their masks on while their eating or so on because
that's just a fact inpact. |It's what's happening.

CEO RICHARDS: | think you bring up sone very,
very good points, Director Cervantes. And, you know,
our staff has spent nonths and nonths researching those
safety protocols, those health and safety protocols and
devel oping materials. And it really goes back to our
mar ket i ng and conmuni cati ons plans to educate people on
how to fair, what's going to be required when you cone
to the OC Fair so that we can present a healthy and safe
envi ronnment for everyone.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Great. Thank you.
And, you know, maybe this is an item because of the
| evel of information that we need to review and the
Board needs to focus on this one topic, you know,
perhaps we can limt what we have on the agenda for
March and just fully focus on -- on this issue. | nean
the Fair is one of the nost inportant events that we
host every year, and it's a conmmunity-building event.

And we're al so working on, you know, hel ping
econom ¢ devel opnent around the area. So | think if we

can focus on this thoughtful topic and, you know,
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provi de feedback and al so get answers for you based on
sone of the questions today. W can work -- why don't
we work on that for next nonth?

CEO RICHARDS: | think time is only going to
help us with nore information as it cones out. W know
it. It seenms to change on a daily basis, so I think
it's very smart to take the tine to, you know, gather as
much informati on as possi bl e.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Perfect. So we'll

table this itemif there is no objection to that -- to
March. Gkay. |'mgoing to nove on to agenda |tem 10D,
which is the commttee ad hoc reports -- or the

commttee liaison reports. At thistine l'dlike to
report on the Leadership Conmttee. Director La Belle,
do you have anything to add on the Leadership Commttee
front?

VICE CHAIR LA BELLE: No, not at this tineg,
ot her than Doug Lofstromis continuing his information
gat hering on behalf of the commttee and the Board and
progress is being made, and | have nothing further at
this point in tinme beyond that.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you. And Doug

Lof stromactually wanted to be here today to give an

update, but |I'mjust going to briefly -- because | know
that we're already into a 3:00 o' clock hour, I'm going
160
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to go ahead and just briefly give an update.

At the last neeting the Board of Directors
approved unani nously that we woul d go ahead and nove
forward with an equestrian center market study. Just to
asses the property -- oh, sorry. Just to asses the
property Doug Lofstromis working on this initiative for
the Fair. He has provided an update on operating
nodels. He's researching files.

He has been working with the trainers and
boarders. There's a survey that will be going into
mar ket i ng anong that comunity. They're a very
I mportant part of the equestrian center. So we want to
keep them very engaged.

The tentative EQC study schedule is as foll ows:
February it's research and assessnment. March, he w ||
continue researching. He'll provide an evaluation and
devel op financial docunents for the Board to review. In
April he will develop a prelimnary EQC study and then
in My, he will review prelimnary EQC study with the
Leadership Conmttee and the full Board of Directors.

So that's all that | have today on that front.
Any questions or coments fromthe Board on that?
Hearing that there are none, we wll go ahead and nove
on to the Financial Mnitoring Commttee. |Is Director

Bagneris on the call?
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SECRETARY ANGUS: | don't believe she is.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A: Ckay. Do we have a
report fromthat commttee, Mchele?

CEO RICHARDS: W do, and it's included in ny
CEO updates. So | can go over those nunbers.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Perfect. W'Ill go
ahead and defer to that update. Facilities Commttee,
Director Aitken or Director Ruiz?

DIRECTOR RU Z: | don't have anything to report
unl ess Director Aitken has anything, and | have to cut
out because | have another 3:00 p.m Zoom neeting. It
already started, so ny apologies. See you all next
nmont h.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Bye. Thank you. And
Director Aitken, no updates on that front? ay. The
Governance Committee, we have no updates at this tine.
Director Cervantes, anything to go add on that front?

DI RECTOR CERVANTES: Nothing on that front.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you. Conmunity
Affairs Commttee, Director Kovacevich?

DI RECTOR Kovacevich: H . Really quick
summary: We nmet on February 16 to di scuss next steps
follow ng our report to the Board in January, and as a
result we recommended that the Board review and di scuss

Its May 2019 resolution regarding the Pride flag --
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Pride Month and flag and di splay of the flag.

And to vote, we recommended to vote either to
reaffirmor anend, which happened today and you were all
here for. So that was the only work that our conmttee
did, and now that we were able to reach a resolution on
that, we | ook forward to advanci ng sone of the other
causes in the tinme between now and the next neeting.
Thank you.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you Director
Kovacevi ch. Centenni al Farm Foundation, any updates
Director Cervantes?

DI RECTOR CERVANTES: No, not at this tine.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you. Heroes
Hal | Veterans Foundation, any updates Vice Chair La
Bel | e?

VICE CHAIR LA BELLE: No, not at this tine.
CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Ckay. Thank you. |
know we are going into a six-hour neeting, and |
apol ogi ze. |If we can just hang on for a few nore
mnutes. CEO Richards is going to provide us with her
CEO updat es.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Pardon nme, Chair
Rubal cava- Garci a, we have two nenbers of the public.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you. Thanks for

bringing ne back to center, Sunmer.
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SECRETARY ANGUS: Reggi e Mundeki s, when you're
ready.

REGE E MUNDEKI'S:  H . Reggie Mindekis speaki ng
regarding Community Affairs Conmttee. So |I'mgoing to
keep it really short. Now that we have the nmessiness of
the flag i ssues behind us, I'm|looking forward to seeing
how the comm ttee conmes together to bring nore diversity
of both events and patrons to the fairgrounds and opens
up the OC Fair and other events to allow our OC
busi nesses and restaurants to participate and nake
nmoney. Thank you.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Thank you, Reggie. G bran
Stout, when you're ready. G bran, you're nuted.

G BRAN STQUT: Sorry about that. Can you hear

SECRETARY ANGUS: Yes. (o ahead.

G BRAN STQUT: Ckay. | couldn't get to the
right screen. Just real quick, appreciate the working
wi th Doug Lofstromon the research and assessnent, |'m
curious if there's any sort of tinmeline on when the
wor kshop and the workshops and surveys are going to be
doing. So | don't know if there was a tineline on that,
| was just curious about that. So that's it. Thanks.

SECRETARY ANGUS: Chair Rubal cava- Garci a,

That's it for public conment.
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CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A: Director -- |I'msorry.
CEO Ri char ds.

CEO RICHARDS:  All right. 1"l run through
this very quickly. | know everyone is exhausted, but it

Is inmportant information. For the first nmonth of the
new year, the period ending January 31, 2021, revenue is
favorabl e to budget by 42,000 dollars. This was due to
hi gher-than-proj ected event rental activities.

So we'll be beginning to see nore approvals on
events, outdoor events. Expenses were also favorable to
budget by over one mllion dollars. Now | know this
seens |ike a very high nunber, but several departnent
expenses for the budget year of 2021 are front |oaded in
January, so this variance will obviously normalize
t hroughout the year. The best exanple of this is our
budget for capital and major projects of 825,000 dollars
was all budgeted in January, so --

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of January
was 40.255 mllion dollars. That's a 25.6 percent
decrease over the sane period |l ast year. And just as
we' ve done throughout the last year, we will continue to
provi de a budget reforecasting on a nonthly basis. So
our original 2021 budget included a net |oss of 11.8
mllion dollars.

Qur reforecasting as of January 31st is now a
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net loss of 6.65 mllion. This closes a gap quite a
bit, and is based on our ability to have a Fair this
year wth 75 percent attendance capacity rather than the
originally budgeted 50 percent capacity fromthe
original budget. Gkay. Everybody please be sure to
visit ocfair.comfor these and ot her upcon ng events.
Al'l the information you need is there.

Pl ease help us welcone to Centennial Farmtwo
sets of these adorable Angora kid goats. These are not
| anbs, they're goats and a litter of piglets that was
born on Valentine's Day. They'll be making their debut
on the pig camon our website very soon.

And while Heroes Hall continues to be closed,
we want the public to be sure to visit our website for a
virtual tour including that of the current Private
Charles MIler watercolor exhibit. GOkay. And mark your
cal endars for virtual |maginology, April 19th through
the 25th. Full details comng at next nonth's Board
meeting. And that concludes our report.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you, CEO
Richards. Now |I'mgoing to go ahead and go to agenda
Item 11, Board of Directors matter of public -- of
information. Can we start with Director A tken?

DI RECTOR Al TKEN. Sure. Thank you, everyone,

menbers of the public for hanging in for such a I ong

166

www.regalcourtreporting.com
866-228-2685 REGAL




© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N T N T N N N S T N e e R N L i
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

O.C. FAIR & EVENT CENTER
Board of Directors Meeting on 02/25/2021

nmeeting. Your input is so inportant. No new things to
report. Just want to wi sh everybody -- can't wait for

| mgi nol ogy. Loved the last slide, but w shing
everybody health, safe next nonth until we see you
again. Thank you so nmuch for com ng.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you. Director
Kovacevi ch?

DI RECTOR KOVACEVI CH:  Yes. Thank you all for
attendi ng and hanging in, as Director Aitken said. And
t hank you, Chair Rubal cava-Garcia, for managing this
meeting. | know that probably took a |ot of effort, the
rest of us could go off video and you had to be on the
whol e tinme managi ng the schedul e, so thank you.
Tremendous job and also thank you to the staff and CEO
Ri chards, you guys always do a trenendous j ob.

And a lot -- a lot got done today. So we
shoul d feel good about our work this week, and | ook
forward to seeing everybody next nonth. Stay safe, and
t ake care, everyone. Thank you.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you. Director
Cervant es?

DI RECTOR CERVANTES: Thank you. Well, great
job, Director Rubal cava-Garcia. This was a brutal
meeting, not for us, but | think for everybody el se who

had to stay on the line for such a long time. But a |ot
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of inportant itens to be covered.

And | want to really say thank you and
appreciate Mchele and her team and especially Summrer
for an outstanding job of her kindness with the public
during this pandemc. So thank you, everybody, for
everything that everybody does, and stay safe.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you. Vice Chair
La Bel | e?

VICE CHAIR LA BELLE: Yes. Ditto everything
that's been said, Sandra and everyone else. | want to
t hank Nick and Robert for a fine job they did in terns
of both the presentation on the Black Hi story Month. |
t hought this was extrenely interesting, and | was very,
very pleased with that. And then your work on the flag
I ssue and now we'll nove forward.

And | do concur with the Chair that next nonth
wll be a good time to really spend some quality tine
focusing on where we're going wth the Fair and what the
requirenents are going to be. Stay safe, everybody, And
we'll talk soon.

CHAI R RUBALCAVA- GARCI A:  Thank you, Vice Chair
La Belle. And | just want to thank all of the Board
menbers for all of their tinme and dedication to the
Fair. | knowthis is a voluntary appointnent, so |

appreciate all of your efforts. So thank you and, of
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course, to the staff, thank you for all you do.

And just one rem nder, cookie season -- Grl
Scout cookie season is still going, and it's actually
been extended, so nmake sure you support Grl Scouts.
It's a great organization. They support headshi p anong
girls, and it's Wnen's History Month com ng up in
March. It's a very nobel thing, so thank you all. The
next Board neeting is March 25th, and this neeting is
adj our ned.

(Wher eupon, the OCFEC Board of Directors
Meeting was hereby adjourned at 3:15 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE
OF
CERTI FI ED SHORTHAND REPORTER

* * * *

The undersigned Certified Shorthand Reporter of the
State of California does hereby certify:

That the foregoing Proceeding was taken before ne
at the tinme and place therein set forth.

That the statenments nade at the tinme of the
Proceedi ng were recorded stenographically by me and were
thereafter transcribed, said transcript being a true and
correct copy of the proceedings thereof.

In wtness whereof, | have subscribed ny nane, this

date: 03/08/2021

Patricia Garrido, CSR No. 14364
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10   CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I'd like to call this

11   meeting to order.  All matters noticed on this agenda in

12   any category may be considered for action as listed.

13   Any item not so noticed may not be considered.  Items

14   listed on this agenda may be considered in any order at

15   the discretion of the chairperson.  The mission of the

16   Orange County Fair & Event Center is celebration of

17   Orange County's communities, interests, agriculture and

18   heritage with results justifying resources expended.

19            At this time I'd like to ask Director Aitken to

20   lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

21            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Thank you very much.  Please

22   stand.  Put your hand over your heart.

23            (Pledge of Allegiance conducted.)

24            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director

25   Aitken.  Summer, at this time can you please take roll

�

0006

 1   call?

 2            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Chair

 3   Rubalcava-Garcia?

 4            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Present.  Sorry.

 5            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?

 6            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Present.

 7            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes?

 8            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Present.

 9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz?

10            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Present.

11            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Bagneris?  Director

12   Aitken?

13            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Present.

14            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Pham?  And Director

15   Kovacevich?

16            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Summer.

17   And just to confirm we do have a quorum, I think I heard

18   five board members on the call?

19            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Five.  We have five.

20            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Perfect.

21            CEO RICHARDS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, could I

22   just take a minute?  Summer, is there still room on the

23   call for others?  I'm wondering if some of our Board

24   members are having trouble logging in because we've

25   reached our capacity?
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 1            SECRETARY ANGUS:  We're at 92.

 2            CEO RICHARDS:  Okay.  I'm going to ask any OC

 3   Fair & Event Center staff that are not involved in the

 4   meeting to please log off the Zoom call so that we can

 5   make room for others that are trying to get in.  Thank

 6   you.

 7            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  I'd like

 8   to move to agenda Item 10, which is the governance

 9   process.  At this time I would like to move agenda Item

10   10A to occur before closed session.  Summer will

11   coordinate any public comment for agenda Item 10A only.

12   We will take general public comment after closed

13   session.  At this time I'd like to turn over to Summer

14   so she can organize anyone who would like to speak

15   before the Board today regarding Item 10A.

16            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  If you are using the

17   Zoom video function and can use the chat, please go

18   ahead and say that you'd like to speak on item 10A and

19   I'll get that queued up.  After that, we'll -- people

20   that are dialed in, we'll get those verbally as well.

21   Okay.  I have Jeff.  I see Jeff, and I'll let this list

22   go for a moment and then we'll get people queued up.

23            BONNIE:  Is that the issue about the Pride

24   flag?  I don't know what --

25            SECRETARY ANGUS:  It is, Bonnie.  Would you
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 1   like to speak on that item?

 2            BONNIE:  Yeah.

 3            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  I'll get you on the

 4   list.

 5            BONNIE:  Okay.  Thank you.

 6            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Just for you on this

 7   call as Summer is organizing closed session, discussion

 8   Item 10A is the item about the displaying of flags at

 9   the Orange County Fair & Event Center.  The Board will

10   discuss and review -- take public comment on this item.

11            BETHANY:  Hi, I'm not sure if you can hear me.

12   Can you hear me?

13            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yeah.

14            BETHANY:  I did want to speak on that.  I don't

15   have my chat function on my, not on my PC.  I see you

16   there.  I got you on the list.  Okay.  Thank you.

17            CARLA MONTGOMERY:  Carla Montgomery, too, would

18   like to speak on 10A.

19            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Carla.

20            SANDRA MASSINO:  Sandra Massino would like to

21   speak on that as well please.

22            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.

23   SUSAN MEYER:  Susan Meyer would like to speak

24   on 10A.

25            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Susan.
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 1            REGGIE MUNDEKIS:  Hi, Summer.  Reggie Mundekis

 2   would like to speak on 10A, please.  Thank you.

 3            CHRIS:  Hello, I would like to speak on 10A.

 4            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chris?

 5            CHRIS:  Yes.  I'd like to speak on 10A, and

 6   also Jim Maldonado would like to speak.  Thank you, Jim.

 7            JERILYNN:  Good morning, Summer, Jeri, as well.

 8   SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Jerilynn.

 9            WENDY LEECE:  Wendy Leece would like to speak

10   on 10A, also.

11            STEPHANIE CAMACHO-VAN DYKE:  Stephanie

12   Camacho-Van Dyke would like to speak on 10A, please.

13            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Stephanie.

14            PEG CORLEY:  Peg Corley would also like to

15   speak.  Thank you.

16            SECRETARY ANGUS:  I saw your message, Peg.

17   Thank you.

18            KELLIE ANNE:  Kellie Anne would like to speak

19   on 10A too.

20            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Kellie.

21            LISA SABO:  Hi, Summer.  This is Lisa Sabo.

22            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Good morning, Lisa.

23            LISA SABO:  I would like to speak on just

24   general public comment.

25            SECRETARY ANGUS:  At this time we're not
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 1   queuing up those at the moment, Lisa.  We're just --

 2   this is for item 10A.  When the Board goes to closed

 3   session, I'll queue up all other agenda items.

 4            LISA SABO:  Okay.  Thank you.

 5            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.

 6            JEANINE ROBBINS:  Summer, this is Jeanine

 7   Robbins.

 8            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Good morning, Jeanine.

 9            JEANINE ROBBINS:  How are you?

10            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Good.  Thank you.  Would you

11   like to speak on item 10A?

12   JEANINE ROBBINS:  10A, but I also want to speak

13   on Item 8A, please, general comments.

14            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Well, we're only doing

15   10A at the moment.  I'll queue those up when the Board

16   is in closed session.

17            JEANINE ROBBINS:  Okay.  Thank you.

18            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.

19            WENDY LEECE:  Hello, Summer.  Just confirming

20   that you got my request.  This is Wendy Leece.

21            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, Wendy, I have yours.

22   I'm doing the list right now in the Zoom chat.  I will

23   call -- I'll list out people's names just to make sure

24   I've captured everyone.  If you can give me just a

25   moment.
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 1            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And while Summer is

 2   doing that, just for those of you who just joined, we

 3   have moved agenda Item 10A up before closed session so

 4   that those who wish to speak before the Board don't have

 5   to wait so long to do so for when the Board comes back

 6   from closed session.  So there will still be general

 7   comment after.  This is only for agenda item 10A, which

 8   is discussion of the displaying of flags at the Orange

 9   County Fair & Event Center.

10            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  I am going to read a

11   list of names from the -- from the chat and then the

12   speakers that called out their names as well.  After

13   that, if I did not call your name, I'd ask that you

14   please let me know.

15            I have Jeff LeTourneau, Harvey Liss, Mike

16   Gasca, Peg Corley, Brent Argo, Yvonne, Erin McCall,

17   Joanne Weiss, Glenda Galvan Garcia, Miliana Singh,

18   Julia, Bonnie Lee, Bethany Webb, Carla Montgomery,

19   Sandra Massino, Susan Meyer, Reggie Mundekis, Chris, Jim

20   Maldonado, Jerilynn, Wendy Leece, Stephanie Camacho-Van

21   Dyke, Kellie Anne, and then there was a Jean.  Did I

22   miss anyone?

23            TODD MARTIN:  Yeah, can you get Todd Martin on

24   there?

25            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Todd.
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 1            JIM MALDONADO:  Yes, and actually Brent Argo

 2   didn't want to speak.  I'm Jim Maldonado.  I'm his

 3   husband.  It's just Jim Maldonado that wants to speak,

 4   not Brent Argo.

 5            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Thank you, Brent.

 6            THERESA NGUYEN:  This is Theresa Nguyen.

 7            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Theresa Nguyen?

 8            THERESA NGUYEN:  Yes, please.

 9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Piper.

10            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, how many

11   speakers is that at this time?

12            SECRETARY ANGUS:  27, if I counted correctly.

13            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Due to the

14   large number of public speakers on this item, we're

15   going to go ahead and allot two minutes to everybody who

16   wishes to speak before the Board today.  Before we get

17   started, is there anybody else who would like to speak

18   on agenda item 10A.  This is specifically for 10A and

19   not for general public comment.

20            KELLIE AVAKIAN:  It's saying that the amount of

21   speakers is maxed and so there's two to three other

22   people that would like to get on it.  I can give you

23   their names if possible, but they're unable to get to

24   the Zoom call.

25            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.
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 1            CEO RICHARDS:  Also we have a board member who

 2   is also trying to get on.  Once again, if you are a

 3   member of the OC Fair & Event Center staff or any of our

 4   partners, I'm going to ask, please, that you leave the

 5   Zoom call so that we can make room for -- for at the

 6   very least our board member trying to get on and then

 7   other members of the public who wish to speak.

 8            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And Summer, is there a

 9   way to increase capacity or is 100 our max?

10            SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'm going to defer to Jason

11   on that.

12            JASON JACOBSEN:  I'm working on that as we

13   speak right now.

14            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  So why don't we

15   go ahead and get started with public comment for now?

16   I'm just going to go ahead and read our general public

17   comment statement since we are taking public comment on

18   agenda Item 10A.  And then I'm going to go ahead and

19   turn it over to the Community Affairs Committee so that

20   they can present on this item.  That's Director Ruiz and

21   Director Kovacevich.

22            Matters of public comment is allowed on issues

23   not on the current agenda.  However, no debate from the

24   Board shall be permitted on such public comments and no

25   action will be taken on such public comment items at
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 1   this time as law requires formal public notice prior to

 2   any action on docket item.  Speakers are requested to

 3   sign in prior to the start of the meeting and are

 4   limited to three minutes.

 5            At this time we're limiting it to two due to

 6   the large number of commenters today.  Comments will be

 7   accepted on agenda items during the meeting.  Speakers

 8   wishing to address the Board on items on the agenda are

 9   requested to sign in prior to the start of the meeting

10   and identify the agenda item on which you desire to

11   address the Board.  Speakers are limited to two minutes

12   today and this is just for agenda Item 10A.

13            I would like to turn it over at this time to

14   Director Ruiz and Director Kovacevich.

15            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Thank you, Chair Rubalcava.

16   Thank you for this opportunity for allowing us to speak

17   during this such important event here before us.  We've

18   had several meetings throughout the year in regards to

19   this issue.  As you all know in May of that last year --

20   2019, I apologize -- we adopted to fly the LGBTQ Pride

21   flag.

22            And so when the committee was formed with

23   Director Kovacevich and I, we got a lot of emails, phone

24   calls of people wanting us to either keep it flying or,

25   you know, fly other flags or consider doing other things
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 1   to include other people as well.  So on the 16th of this

 2   year, we had a meeting.  And so the committee decided to

 3   bring it back to the Board for discussion -- for

 4   discussion and action whether we want to amend this flag

 5   issue or we affirm it.

 6            So we wanted to bring it back to the Board

 7   because of all the, you know, people that reached out to

 8   us whether via e-mail, phone calls, what have you.  So

 9   that's the reason why we brought it up.  And so Director

10   Kovacevich and I discussed it, and we wanted to bring it

11   for the entire Board and have a discussion on this so we

12   can move forward with this and discuss other issues that

13   we need to focus on regarding diversity.  So with that,

14   I'll turn it over to Director Kovacevich, if he has

15   anything else.

16            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Thank you, Director Ruiz.

17   And yeah, just to echo your comments, you know, the

18   Community Affairs Committee and the Board of Directors

19   feels like there's a lot of things that we need to be

20   working on for the Fair and for the community.  However,

21   this flag issue seems to continue to take a lot of time

22   away from those issues.  So we did make the decision

23   that we just want to bring this back to the Board.

24   There was the resolution made a year ago, as you

25   mentioned -- or in 2019.
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 1            So, you know, basically we're recommending that

 2   the Board either affirm, reaffirm, or amend that

 3   resolution.  That way we can move on from this flag

 4   issue and no longer will it continue to come up and

 5   distract from other issues that we're looking to

 6   accomplish.  So we know that this is obviously a big

 7   turn out for public comment.  We look forward to hearing

 8   from the public.

 9            The Board has been briefed with a lot of

10   material, including the survey, all of the e-mails that

11   we've received, comments from previous meetings.  So the

12   Board is hopefully very well informed to be able to make

13   a decision and most importantly put this matter behind

14   us so we can continue to focus on other priorities going

15   forward throughout the rest of this year.

16            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director

17   Kovacevich and Ruiz.  Are there any other comments from

18   the Board before we turn it over to public comment?  At

19   this time, Summer, can you please take the first

20   speaker?

21            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Sorry.  Chair Rubalcava, I

22   had my hand raised.  I'd like to make a brief comment

23   before public comment.  I really want to -- when I first

24   saw this on the agenda, it was a little trepidation, but

25   I really want to thank you, Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, and
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 1   the committee for bringing this forward because I agree

 2   with the committee chairs in that I think it's important

 3   that everyone's voice is heard.

 4            And so for those of us that have joined us over

 5   the last year, I think it's really important that they

 6   don't feel that their voices are ignored.  And I think

 7   this really brings finality, hopefully, to this issue.

 8   But I want to start with a bit of background before

 9   public comment.

10            The flag was raised in 2019 after a former

11   Board member raised the issue, and it wasn't in a

12   vacuum.  It was in wake of the post night club shooting.

13   More locally, the 2018 murder of teen Blaze Bernstein.

14   And so a lot of prominent spaces around Orange County

15   were looking for a unifying symbol to pronounce that in

16   these spaces all are welcome.

17            In the same year, we hosted our Out at the

18   Fair, which was wildly successful and a strong statement

19   from our Board about the inclusivity of our property for

20   out LGBTQ patrons and their families, but that summer

21   was not without controversy.  We saw that right after

22   the raising of the Pride flag, it was torn down and

23   stolen, not in an act of unity but in an act of hate.

24            And I'm bringing that up as a Catholic, we're

25   in the middle of, you know, for me, my lenten season,
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 1   and I always appreciate the seasonal call to reflect on

 2   what you have been and what you can be.  It's a time to

 3   realize that every year we're called to be a better

 4   version of the person that we were yesterday, and it's

 5   not an easy calling.

 6            And this issue has really made me reflect that,

 7   what is my calling?  And when I see the rainbow flag, I

 8   reflect on the single ray of light which refracts in

 9   different angles to make a rainbow.  And when I see

10   God's light refracting on Earth to create mankind, I

11   realize that he could have made us that we're all

12   worshiping the same God.  That the color of our hair is

13   the same.  We all speak the same language, but he

14   didn't.

15            And I believe that this is his greatest test.

16   I think it's difficult to find common ground with those

17   that are different from ourselves, but if we can see

18   that we are all part of the same light, that is an

19   important first step.  I see the flag, and I see myself

20   as a Catholic, I see myself as a mother, I see myself as

21   a woman.

22            And I'm asking those that are opposed to this

23   issue that -- to really look at a rainbow the next time

24   you see one.  Do you have a favorite color?  Do you

25   enjoy the rain that creates it?  Do you -- did you like
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 1   to collect rainbow stickers when you were a child?

 2            Can you find a piece of that rainbow outside of

 3   the whole that resonates personally with you?  Because

 4   the flag flying outside our building is just a piece of

 5   fabric.  And so, I guess, my ask would be to the public

 6   that we all find at least one thread in that flag's

 7   fabric that speaks to us, because if we can do that,

 8   that is progress, and that is why the flag is important.

 9   And I will be asking that we reaffirm the Fair Board's

10   commitment to flying the LGBTQ flag.  Thank you.

11            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director

12   Aitken.  Any other comments from the Board before we

13   open it up to public comment?  Hearing that there are

14   none, Summer, can you please call on the first speaker?

15            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  I'll call on the first

16   few, so people are ready.  Jeff LeTourneau, followed by

17   Bonnie Lee, Harvey Liss, and then Bethany Webb.  Jeff,

18   when you're ready.

19            JEFF LETOURNEAU:  Thank you.  First of all let

20   me start by thanking Chair Rubalcava and the Board for

21   their courageous step of flying this flag.  Hopefully

22   with a third of my time, I'm not sure I'll get to but I

23   want to really share one or two quick stories if I have

24   time about how much I've been told that meant to so many

25   people, mostly young and marginalized people who thought
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 1   their government was their enemy.

 2            I'm a 30-plus year activist of LGBTQ and AIDS

 3   activist in this county.  Thirty of those years I've

 4   lived with HIV and AIDS, so I have walked the walk and

 5   felt the oppression and therefore the need for this

 6   flag.  I remember the first Pride festival when the

 7   police offered to the people riding in cars in the

 8   parade if they wanted to wear Kevlar vests, and I

 9   remember getting dirty diapers thrown at us and ugly

10   signs by the Traditional Values Coalition people.

11            I remember the first AIDS walk, same thing.

12   Little five-, six-year-old kids carrying signs "Gay.

13   Got AIDS yet?"  The hatred and the trail was just

14   dreadful.  I remember being ordered outside of the OK

15   West Bar in Garden Grove and they'd just stand outside

16   for an hour as they were checking IDs just pure police

17   harassment sitting down the block pulling people over

18   day after day after day after day as a form of

19   institutionalized homophobia.

20            And during all of this time and especially

21   during the AIDS pandemic, you had Congressman Dornan and

22   Congressman Dannemeyer and city/state senator Gil

23   Ferguson, former Irvine mayor Christina Shea, and Lou

24   Sheldon with the Traditional Values Coalition in

25   positions of power, just relentless pounding and
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 1   homophobia and AIDS phobia, lack of government services

 2   to help.  And so I hear, although this is the first

 3   meeting I've attended that the main reason for this is

 4   like why them and nobody us?  Well --

 5            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Jeff, that is

 6   time.

 7            JEFF LETOURNEAU:  Okay.  Just please just two

 8   more words.

 9            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, can we go

10   ahead and -- I'd like Jeff to finish that one last

11   statement, please.

12            JEFF LETOURNEAU:  Yeah, yeah.  When people ask

13   you know, why us?  It's because we've been through a

14   long, hard winter and institutional recognition and

15   government recognition they were part of that is just so

16   very important.  Thank you, again, for the opportunity

17   to speak.

18            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.

19            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Bonnie Lee, when

20   you're ready.  I'll circle back.  Harvey Lee -- Harvey

21   Liss, when you're ready.

22            HARVEY LISS:  I'm ready.  I'm Harvey Liss --

23            BONNIE LEE:  Oh, I'm sorry.  I'm sorry.  I

24   didn't turn my -- if Harvey wants to go, he can.

25            HARVEY LISS:  No, go ahead.  Go ahead, Bonnie.
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 1            BONNIE LEE:  Okay.  All right.  So I've only

 2   become an activist recently in the political democratic

 3   community, but I knew Blaze -- I didn't know Blaze

 4   Bernstein, but I certainly knew his family.  And taking

 5   down the sign would be such an affront to his memory and

 6   it's just giving into hate.

 7            I mean, I don't see the big difference to --

 8   and I know the real reason this came up is because of

 9   hate.  The same reason why our Capitol building was

10   attacked.  I don't see any difference.  It doesn't

11   matter to me that I'm not a member of the gay community.

12   I -- I -- I -- to me, as a Jewish person, it's just as

13   much an assault, an affront, you know, as if I were a

14   member of that community.

15            I think there's many people I know and love

16   that would feel exactly the same way that I do.  So I

17   just don't want the OC fairgrounds that I have been

18   going to for every year to give in to that kind of hate

19   and oppression.  There's too much going on in the world

20   today that's so bad, and we almost had our own

21   government overturned with an attempted coup.

22            And it's those same people who are, from my

23   perspective -- and the idea that it was even raise to

24   take down the flag is an affront to freedom and liberty

25   and basic human rights and dignity, from my perspective.
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 1   Okay.  That's what I wanted to say.

 2            SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you,

 3   Bonnie.  Harvey, go ahead.

 4            HARVEY LISS:  Hi.  I'm Harvey Liss, a 45-year

 5   resident of Irvine.  So what's the purpose of flying the

 6   Pride flag?  Well, its purpose is to indicate that the

 7   LGBTQ community, a community that has been opposed for a

 8   very long time is welcome and safe.  My thread in the

 9   flag is the G, the green.

10            Here's some additional history, which I was

11   involved, local history.  On July 12th, 1988, then Mayor

12   Larry Agran led the Irvine City Council to add sexual

13   orientation to the city's human rights ordinance.  Only

14   the third city in California to do so after San

15   Francisco and Laguna Beach.  Immediately the forces of

16   bigotry rose up and passed ballot measure M that removed

17   sexual orientation from that same ordinance.

18            I remember in the 1990s, young thugs from San

19   Clemente would come up to Laguna Beach to beat up the

20   gay guys as they were leaving the bars and dance clubs

21   on Friday nights.  Fortunately, I was spared.  On

22   September 30th, 1991, Governor Pete Wilson vetoed AB101

23   that would have outlawed employment discrimination based

24   on sexual orientation.  I was with hundreds of others

25   who were chased by the cavalry armed with batons while
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 1   protesting outside LA City Hall during the governor's

 2   ill-advised visit.

 3            A year earlier in the background of a friend I

 4   had contributed 250 bucks to Wilson's election campaign

 5   on his promise to sign such a bill if elected.  Well, I

 6   was robbed.  On January 1st, 2000 the State's Fair

 7   Employment and Housing Act prohibited discrimination on

 8   housing and employment based on sexual orientation, thus

 9   overtly Irvine's discriminatory ordinance.

10            Yes, flying the Pride flag is an

11   important symbol of welcome and inclusion, especially to

12   those who might have been fired, beaten up, or murdered

13   in an earlier time and currently as well.  That time has

14   resurrected for some of us under the Trump

15   administration that frankly only illuminated that the

16   impression lies ever-present just below the surface.

17   That flag, if anything, is now needed more than ever.

18   Thank you.

19            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  Bethany Webb,

20   when you're ready.

21            BETHANY WEBB:  Hi.  Can you see me?

22            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.

23            BETHANY WEBB:  So I am the mother of a

24   trans daughter who went to school with Blaze Bernstein

25   at OCSA.  We live in Huntington Beach.  She actually
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 1   currently worked in Costa Mesa, but she was the same

 2   year as both Blaze and the person that took his life.

 3   The greatest fear that a mom has is somebody hurting her

 4   child.  And as the mother of somebody that's LGBTQ, a

 5   trans, I -- the most vulnerable -- I don't mean to take

 6   anything away from everybody else.  Everybody's

 7   vulnerable.

 8            But a trans woman is in danger when she steps

 9   out of the house.  And all that I'm asking is that

10   people try to understand that we have been through and

11   are living through the most divisive time in our life

12   and that people are acting out against our Asian

13   brothers and sisters because of the President's

14   statement, "Kung Flu" and against our Jewish brothers

15   and sisters and our -- and since 911 against our

16   brothers and sisters that do Islam, but the LGBTQ

17   community is certainly always a target.

18            And when you do something that includes them,

19   that shows them that they're not a mistake.  If you are

20   a religious person then how do you think God makes

21   mistakes, if you believe that God created every person

22   and he created them in the totality that they are?  So

23   when you fly that flag, you give -- you give confidence

24   and integrity to people that have been maligned

25   throughout their life.
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 1            SECRETARY ANGUS:  That's time.

 2            BETHANY WEBB:  Okay.

 3            SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'm going to call the next

 4   group of speakers.  Mike Gasca, followed by Carla

 5   Montgomery, Peg Corley and Sandra Masino.  Mike, when

 6   you're ready.

 7            MIKE GASCA:  Hi.  Thank you, members of the

 8   Board.  I want to speak interestingly enough in support

 9   of continuing to keep the rainbow flag.  I am a member

10   of Irvine, a member of the LGBT community, and I am a

11   pretty staunch conservative that did support Donald

12   Trump.  But I am very dissappointed in the advocacy by

13   many of my colleagues on the right.

14            We like to use the history of our party, how we

15   were once the party that advocated for civil liberties

16   and supported the Black community during the civil

17   rights movement, and I fear that we have dangerously

18   veered too far to the right in advocacy like the issue

19   that we're talking about today.  There's a lot of

20   support for only waiving the American, the California

21   State flag, but we forget that both of those

22   constitutions begin with a basic declaration of rights

23   that proclaims every human's ability to have life,

24   liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

25            And for targeted marginalized communities,
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 1   those things are not granted.  And allowing something as

 2   simple as a flag is an unequivocal message that Orange

 3   County and the fairgrounds are a place that welcomes

 4   every single person without fear of persecution, of

 5   judgement, or of discrimination, and it's a small thing

 6   that we can do to embrace a community that I can tell

 7   you firsthand has often been excluded and ostracized.

 8            I think it's really important to recognize that

 9   those basic notions that "All lives matter" or "I don't

10   support that lifestyle" should not be a redirect that

11   creates policy in America.  We abandoned a theocracy

12   centuries ago, but more importantly, every life in

13   America can't matter until the elimination of

14   disproportionate outcomes in certain communities or

15   communities people fear for their life because of basic

16   choices is nonexistent in this country.

17            SECRETARY ANGUS:  That's time.  Next speaker is

18   Carla Montgomery.  Carla, when you're ready.

19            CARLA MONTGOMERY:  Thank you so much.  It's an

20   honor to speak to you guys today on this beautiful day

21   here in Costa Mesa.  I just want you to know that I'm

22   here to spread love, to understand the situation of our

23   fairgrounds flags.  I have many members in my family who

24   are of the LGBTQ community, and I love them dearly.  And

25   I don't think that our flag situation is big enough for
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 1   them or good enough for them.

 2            So my -- my -- I'm asking today that we would

 3   actually make a memorial.  I would like to have below

 4   the flags that are currently flying and leave just the

 5   three flags up there but move the LGBTQ flag down with a

 6   memorial of all persecuted people in our country.  I

 7   just feel like it is an opportunity for us to showcase

 8   to all of our members in our community, our children,

 9   and everybody that there's just way too much persecution

10   in our lives.

11            So I would like to keep special things for the

12   LGBT -- sorry.  I'm having my tongue tied right now.

13   For the beautiful community that that flag does

14   represent, but, like, I would like to keep the Outed at

15   the Fair program, and that -- because I do believe that,

16   you know, love is the answer, okay.  But I also believe

17   that there are -- the definition of diversity is the

18   condition of having or being composed of different

19   elements, especially the inclusion of people of

20   different races, cultures, religions, organizations, and

21   the like.

22            So I am realizing that we tried to -- or that I

23   heard a Board member was trying to put up the Black

24   History flag for this month.  We are in Black History

25   Month, and the Board was not willing to do that.  And
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 1   this is where my concern came because diversity was not

 2   really being highlighted in our community or in the

 3   fairgrounds, which is in their statement and is which is

 4   their goal.  So my goal is to ask for a diverse memorial

 5   of flags that go below the flags.

 6            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Carla, thank you.  I'm sorry.

 7   That's time.

 8            CARLA MONTGOMERY:  Oh, okay.  Thank you.

 9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Next up we have Peg Corley.

10   Peg, when you're ready.

11            PEG CORLEY:  Good morning, and thank you to the

12   Board for allowing us to speak this morning.  I

13   appreciate the opportunity to be here.  I'm the

14   executive director of the LGBTQ center in Orange County

15   in Santa Ana.  I was also there in May of 2019 at your

16   Board's invitation to help raise the flag at the OC

17   fairgrounds, and it was a really lovely morning, and I

18   was very proud to be there.

19            And I know the intent behind it was exactly as

20   Ashleigh stated earlier this morning, and that is the

21   most unifying symbol there is.  And I support it now as

22   I supported it then.  The Pride flag flying at the OC

23   fairgrounds is the single most inclusive symbol in the

24   world, and if you can please just for a moment imagine

25   all of the multiple intersectionalities that exist
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 1   within the LGBTQ community.

 2            There's literally every -- there's

 3   representation in every ethnicity, religion,

 4   neighborhood, and walk of life in the LGBTQ community.

 5   The Pride flag is a symbol for diversity, inclusion, and

 6   acceptance.  Also, it includes people who have faced

 7   lifetimes of hate, oppression, and lack of

 8   representation in their home communities.  Flying the

 9   Pride flag is a statement that this is a safe space for

10   the most diverse community and for our LGBTQ people of

11   color who are twice or three times marginalized.

12            You are saying, "This is a safe space.  This is

13   part of your community.  You are welcome here."  The OC

14   fairgrounds made a beautiful statement in May of 2019

15   and since then, love and acceptance is flying the Pride

16   flag.  That's simply what it means.  Removing it now

17   would be worse than never having raised it.  With that

18   said, I encourage the Board to remain steadfast in your

19   commitment to create a safe space.  The OC community

20   needs you.  Thank you.

21            SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, Peg.

22   Sandra Masino, when you're ready.

23            SANDRA MASINO:  Can you hear me?

24            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  Go ahead please.

25            SANDRA MASINO:  Okay.  Hi, there.  Thank you.
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 1   I didn't come here to talk about myself, but I am

 2   Catholic, I am dark brown, I am of Mexican descent, and

 3   I won't go down memory lane about how tough it was

 4   growing up in Orange County during the 70s, but I

 5   survived.  I also survived sexual abuse as a child.  I'm

 6   a mother.  I'm a wife.  I am straight, and I am a

 7   conservative, and none of that should matter over and

 8   above what anyone else is or isn't.

 9            I live in College Park right across from the

10   fairgrounds, and we love the OC Fair.  We have people

11   come over during the time when the Fair is in session.

12   We love it.  We don't mind the sound.  We don't mind the

13   traffic.  We love the Pacific Amphitheater, and we think

14   there should be a way for that to stay open all year

15   round.  We think performing arts is very, very

16   important, and by the way, my husband is a theater

17   consultant and an architectural engineer specializing in

18   acoustics.  So we can get that to be open all year

19   round.

20            But in and around the fairgrounds there are so

21   many other things to see.  The softball fields, TeWinkle

22   Park, the tennis courts, the skate board park.  Davis

23   Magnet School, the junior high, Orange Coast College,

24   Costa Mesa City Hall, just about everyone attending or

25   using these facilities have special interests, special
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 1   affiliations, and many sources of pride in their lives,

 2   and yet, these are all places where we come together.

 3            There isn't any invitation needed.  Everybody

 4   feels safe because everybody is one in these places.

 5   Displaying the flag of any one special interest group

 6   leaves the rest out.  If we are truly one then we should

 7   stay as one.  This is the OC Fair, in the State of

 8   California, in the United States of America, and we need

 9   not be divided.

10            Does one flag (audio/connectivity interruption)

11   it does, and if it does that to so much as one person

12   then it doesn't belong.  Will it be difficult to take

13   down the Pride flag?  Maybe, maybe not, but so be it.

14   But I'll have to tell you, I take exception to those who

15   care to preach about their beliefs because you have no

16   idea what anybody else has endured or what anyone else

17   believes and you really don't seem to care.

18            This isn't about you.  This is about the OC

19   Fair and everybody at the Fair.  Children are being

20   abducted right now.  Do we wave a flag for that?

21   Abducted right now.  There are women being held in

22   slavery, men being held in slavery right now on US

23   territory.  Does anybody care?

24            SECRETARY ANGUS:  That's time.  Thank you.  All

25   right.  I'm going to call the next group of speakers.
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 1   Suzanne Meyer, followed by Yvonne Su, and Reggie

 2   Mundekis.  Susan, when you're ready.

 3            SUSAN MEYER:  Hello.  Thank you.  It's a

 4   priviledge to be here this morning.  I am in support of

 5   flying the Pride flag.  The Board made the right

 6   decision to include everyone by flying the Pride flag.

 7   I'm a 60-year resident of Orange County.  Thirty years

 8   I've lived in Costa Mesa across from the Orange County

 9   fairgrounds in the College Park neighborhood.

10            I would walk over to the Fair almost every day.

11   The Fair represented community.  It represented family,

12   friends, fun, social gatherings.  It was an educational

13   opportunity, but most important, it represented to me

14   community.  I'm a lesbian.  I knew I was different than

15   my friends at an early age.  I didn't like boys the way

16   my girlfriends did.

17            I felt alone.  I couldn't even explain it to

18   myself.  As I moved through junior high to high school,

19   the kids realized I was different, and they made fun of

20   me.  The girls would punch me during PE.  They would

21   pull my hair, spit on me, take my towel, chase me around

22   the locker room.  I didn't want to be different.  I

23   didn't want to be spit on.  I thought something was

24   wrong with me.

25            There were -- these were my formative years.  I

�

0034

 1   contemplated suicide.  I had my -- I hid my sexuality.

 2   Yes, I was in the closet alone until laws were being

 3   crafted and signed into -- and signed to alleviate the

 4   discrimination.  My very close friends knew, but I

 5   didn't feel safe to come out at work until I was almost

 6   40 years old.  I was already in a committed relationship

 7   with a woman for five years living in College Park until

 8   I felt safe enough to come out.

 9            If I had seen the Pride flag flown at the

10   fairgrounds when I was younger, perhaps I would have

11   felt supported and equal in society, a part of the

12   community.  And perhaps I would not have contemplated

13   suicide.  (Audio/connectivity interruption)

14   discrimination and hate is still around us.  I remember

15   Blaze Bernstein.  Please continue to fly the flag.

16   Thank you for your time.

17            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Yvonne Sue, when

18   you're ready.

19            YVONNE SUE:  Good morning, everyone.  My name

20   is Yvonne.  I'm a Tustin resident, and I lived in Irvine

21   for the past -- for 14 years, and I go to Costa Mesa and

22   the fairgrounds quite often during -- before.  And

23   unfortunately we can't assume that all public spaces are

24   safe for LGBTQ people.  There's a lot of incidences of

25   trans people still getting physical attacks perhaps not
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 1   in Orange County, but elsewhere.

 2            And to me there's nothing more political than

 3   pulling down the flag.  In fact, pulling down the flag

 4   would be far more political than keeping it up.  The

 5   Pride flag is apolitical.  It's a symbol of love and

 6   acceptance, and I think it is not exclusionary to

 7   straight marriages, it's not exclusionary to

 8   Christianity or Catholicism.  In fact, all faiths,

 9   genders and sexual orientations and relationships can

10   see themselves in the LGBTQ flag.

11            It's affirming, and I think that it will

12   strengthen what the OC fairgrounds stands for, what our

13   community stands for, and it would attract more visitors

14   because they know they are recognized and they will be

15   safe at the OC fairgrounds.  And I hope the Board will

16   consider leaving it up.  Thank you.

17            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  Reggie Mundekis,

18   when you're ready.

19            REGGIE MUNDEKIS:  Hi.  Good morning.  I'm

20   Reggie Mundekis, and thank you for this opportunity to

21   address you this morning.  I support continuing to fly

22   the rainbow flag.  I also appreciate what Director

23   Aitken said, you said it very well.  The rainbow flag

24   says just come as you are, and you will be safe and

25   welcome.
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 1            So this morning let's move past homophobia and

 2   get onto something we really need to talk about which is

 3   how the OC fairgrounds is going to support our local

 4   Orange County business community by allowing our local

 5   restaurants and businesses to participate in the annual

 6   OC Fair to make money and to participate in year-round

 7   events.  Thank you, and I'm happy to see the rainbow

 8   flag to keep flying.

 9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Reggie.  I'm going

10   to call the next group of speakers.  Erin McCall,

11   followed by Chris, Joanne Weiss, and Jim Maldonado.

12   Erin, when you're ready.

13            ERIN MCCALL:  Yes.  Hello.  Thank you so much

14   for allowing us this space today.  I just wanted to

15   speak out in support of the LGBT Pride flag.  As we've

16   seen from other speakers before, there is a rich history

17   of LGBT progress but also struggle in Orange County, and

18   there is a history of oppression and harassment and

19   hatred that is still going on to this day that has

20   resulted in taking the lives of our community members.

21            And for me the thing is that the Pride flag is

22   about visibility.  It's about sending a bright and

23   colorful signal that LGBT people are loved and respected

24   in this community.  So why is it that people are trying

25   to take down this flag?  It's about racier, and to take
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 1   down the flag it's about racier.  It's about pulling

 2   people out back into closets.

 3            That's the whole point of this.  They do not

 4   want to see LGBT people in at the Fair.  They don't want

 5   to think about it because they hate LGBT people.  That's

 6   why we're having this public discord.  That's why we're

 7   having all this quote on quote division is because

 8   there's a large group of people who hate other people

 9   like myself and my family so much that they want them

10   excluded.

11            LGBT people come from every single walk of

12   life, race, color.  The Pride flag is the unity flag.

13   The Pride flag represents literally everyone, and it

14   represents us in a way that says we can be loved and

15   respected and safe in a place.

16            That is the number one priority of the OC Fair,

17   and I hope that you guys keep it up and make an

18   affirmant that you're going to keep it and use this

19   opportunity to highlight the history of Orange County

20   and LGBT rights and activism and your community to

21   keeping that community and other community members safe.

22   Thank you very much for your time.

23            SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, Erin.

24   I didn't get a last name, but there's a Chris that would

25   like to speak.  Chris, when you're ready.
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 1            CHRIS:  Hello, yes.  Can you hear me?

 2            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  Go ahead, please.

 3            CHRIS:  I would like to speak in support of the

 4   Board of Directors actually amending their decision to

 5   fly the multicolored flag.  I was kind of insulted by

 6   previous speakers who said that people who are asking

 7   for the multicolored flag to be not flown at the

 8   fairgrounds are doing it from a place of hate.  That is

 9   not true, not true for me, not true for many of the

10   other speakers that have spoken here.  I know it for a

11   fact.

12            The reason most of us -- or I'll speak for

13   myself.  The reason I would like the flag not to be

14   flown there is because it's selecting one specific group

15   of people.  A special group.  A group that I do support.

16   I know many people in the community.  But it's selecting

17   one special group to be representative.

18            And then if -- it's eliminating other special

19   groups.  Why can't they have a flag?  I speak to ask the

20   Board of Directors to change the -- their position and

21   to remove a special interest flag, specifically the

22   multicolored flag.  And thank you very much for your

23   time and attention.

24            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Chris.  Joanne

25   Weiss, when you're ready.
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 1            JOANNA WEISS:  Thank you.  My name is Joanna

 2   Weiss.  I'm president of WAVE of Women for American

 3   Values and Ethics, a philanthropic organization

 4   comprised of more than 2,000 Orange County men and

 5   women.  I'm speaking on behalf of our members as well as

 6   personally having been born and raised in Orange County.

 7   I'm also a patron of the Orange County fairground and

 8   was a resident of Orange -- excuse me of Costa Mesa and

 9   lived across the street from the fairgrounds for a

10   number of years.

11            I'd first like to honor and thank the brave

12   speakers who preceded me in sharing their personal and

13   family experiences of the discrimination they faced,

14   particularly Susan, Jeff, and Bethany.  Your stories

15   illustrate the importance of this symbol of the flag as

16   acceptance to allow marginalized an incredibly diverse

17   community.  On behalf of WAVE as well as other patrons

18   of the fairgrounds, I urge you to reject the calls to

19   take down the beautiful LGBTQ Pride flag.

20            As Director Aitken eloquently stated, the flag

21   is a powerful symbol of inclusion and unity and the

22   continued display of the flag is a well appreciated

23   gesture towards our community members and a testament to

24   the values we share in Orange County.  The LGBTQ

25   community is an important part of our group in our
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 1   community, that includes people from every political

 2   party, religion, ethnic background, and cultural

 3   identity.

 4            We hope that you continue to show the OC Fair's

 5   commitment to inclusion and safety for all members of

 6   our communities including the LGBTQ community by

 7   continuing to fly the flag.  Thank you.

 8            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Joanna.  Jim

 9   Maldonado, when you're ready.

10            JIM MALDONADO:  Yes.  Hello.  Thank you for

11   letting me speak.  You know, I'm speaking as a gay

12   married male.  And I've lived in Orange County all my

13   life.  And I can just speak from personal experience

14   what the flag, the rainbow flag, being raised in the

15   Orange County fairgrounds means to me, personally.

16            I -- it's something that I just really

17   appreciate to see.  Appreciation isn't even enough of a

18   word, you know.  I'm 60 years old, and I've -- it was

19   difficult -- very, very difficult growing up gay, you

20   know.  There was just a lot of oppression, I -- I even

21   tried to commit suicide when I was an adolescent.

22            And I know, I would imagine the youth seeing

23   this flag flying who are gay or bisexual or trans would

24   just feel so much support and inclusion, you know, in

25   seeing this flag being flown, and I'm just -- I'm very
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 1   proud that this flag is flown in Orange County at the

 2   Orange County fairgrounds.  It -- it -- it just is very

 3   encouraging and very supportive.  And I would like to

 4   continue seeing it fly.  Thank you very much.

 5            SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, Jim.

 6   I'm going to call the next group of speakers.  Glenda

 7   Galvan Garcia, followed by Jerilynn, Milian Singh, and

 8   Wendy Leece.  Glenda, when you're ready.

 9            GLENDA GALVAN GARCIA:  Hello.  Thank you so

10   much for having me.  I appreciate the opportunity.  My

11   name is Glenda, and I'm a lifelong resident of Orange

12   County.  I'm a mother, and I attended OCC many years

13   ago.  And I'm a fervent supporter of flying the Pride

14   flag.  I think it's very important that OC recognizes

15   our community.

16            I'm a heterosexual woman, but I'm definitely an

17   ally.  And I think that Orange County needs to be on the

18   right side of history and choose inclusion and

19   community.  And I really don't understand the stance

20   that somehow it favors the gay community or excludes

21   anything else.  All it means by flying the flag is that

22   the LGBTQ community is included, and that we're safe in

23   the same way that the LGBTQ community can marry.  It

24   doesn't take anything away from anybody else's marriage.

25   It just means that you're included.
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 1            So again, I'm very much in favor of flying the

 2   flag, and I think to take it down at this point would

 3   just give voice to the other side that is in favor of

 4   exclusion and that negative mentality.  So again, I

 5   think the flag should continue to -- the flag should

 6   continue to fly.  Thank you so much.

 7            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Glenda.  Jerilynn,

 8   when you're ready.

 9            JERILYNN:  Good morning, Board of Directors.

10   Thank you so much for finally adding this topic to the

11   agenda.  I really appreciate the opportunity to have a

12   conversation about it.  Well over a year ago, the Board

13   of Directors made a collective decision about community

14   input to begin flying an additional flag year round at

15   the fairgrounds.

16            This flag represents only one segment of our

17   multi-diverse community in Orange County, and yet it's

18   been given a unique place of prominence and stature at

19   the fairgrounds.  While it's unclear why this decision

20   was made, it begs the question, why weren't other flags

21   that represent Orange County interests or other

22   oppressed people groups considered as well?

23            After all, the OC fairgrounds' own mission

24   statement says celebrating Orange County's communities,

25   interests, agriculture, and heritage.  However, shortly
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 1   after this flag was approved, the same Board of

 2   Directors quickly denied a request by one of its own

 3   members to fly a flag in recognition of Black History

 4   Month.  Why?

 5            Why was the opportunity to recognize other

 6   cultures or others who have faced oppression denied?  I

 7   hear how much the rainbow flag is appreciated.  Why

 8   can't others enjoy this same kind of support and

 9   appreciation?  It doesn't take away from their flag.

10            From the beginning, this conversation's never

11   been about the merits of one flag over another.  I

12   repeat, this is not about the merits of any one

13   particular flag.  It's rather about the preference

14   that's been given to one flag over others.  This really

15   is the point of the conversation.

16            Shouldn't the Fair be fair in recognizing all

17   communities and interests that make up the OC?

18   Shouldn't other people have the opportunity to be

19   celebrated and recognized as well?  And if the answer is

20   no to that question, then the Board must clarify how

21   paying tribute to only one specific group while

22   disregarding all the others is fair or equitable.

23            If the goal is really about making all feel

24   welcome at the fairgrounds then I think the Board has

25   missed the mark by giving exclusivity and preference to
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 1   just one flag.  Moving forward on this issue, I would

 2   kindly submit that the best policy for all is one that

 3   will be exclusive of all.  This can be accomplished by

 4   flying different flags with different interests,

 5   heritages, or cultures or by just flying flags that

 6   already represent all of us, which would be the

 7   California flag, the United States flag, and the OC

 8   fairgrounds flag.

 9            To do otherwise would simply show disregard to

10   the many other people that live in our wonderfully

11   diverse county and have already voiced their desire to

12   see more impulsivity at the fairgrounds.  Thank you very

13   much for your consideration to opening up opportunities

14   for other interests and cultures in developing new

15   policies regarding the flags flying over the

16   fairgrounds.

17            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Jeri.  Miliana

18   Singh, when you're ready.

19            MILIANA SING:  Thank you so much for having me,

20   and I wanted to reiterate some of the words after

21   Aitken.  I'm Miliana Sing, my pronouns are she/her/hers.

22   And I am with the LGBTQ center of Orange County.  I also

23   sit on the Board for OC Pride where we did have Out at

24   the Fair in 2019.

25            I am not a Orange County native, but I am a
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 1   transplant from Orange County, Florida, where I was in

 2   Orlando in 2016 when the Pulse shooting happen, and that

 3   was a very stark reality for me.  Flying the Pride flag

 4   is a symbol of inclusion, and it pays homage to the

 5   black and brown trans women who fought really hard for

 6   us to be in this space today in a time when even though

 7   we have marriage equality, we have the Equality Fair

 8   Act, and inclusive housing, our inclusive health care in

 9   the State of California -- we still have the highest

10   homicide rates for trans folks, especially trans women

11   of color, predominantly black trans women.

12            And this Pride flag shows that after every

13   fight, after every storm, after every rain, there is a

14   beautiful rainbow, there is a prism.  And as so many

15   other folks have eloquently stated, LGBTQ folks are

16   present in every walk of life, and so to take the Pride

17   flag down would be a disservice to all of the work that

18   this community has done thus far and the relationships

19   that we have had with the OC fairgrounds.  Thank you.

20            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Miliana.  Wendy

21   Leece, when you're ready.

22            WENDY LEECE:  Yes.  Good morning.  I'd like to

23   thank members Ruiz and Kovacevich and the Board for

24   giving us this time to reason together.  Hello, Reggie.

25   Hello, Susan.  And I was listening very carefully to
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 1   Jeff Letourneau's comments.  And I'm personally sorry

 2   for what happened years ago, and things have changed.

 3            That was then, and this is now.  As Carla was

 4   talking about, maybe we -- our hearts have changed, and

 5   the people that were the spokespeople then -- you felt

 6   discriminated, you felt hate.  But I think we've come a

 7   long way, especially in Orange County and Costa Mesa.  I

 8   have family members who are members of your community,

 9   but the issue is to reason together and to continue this

10   dialogue so that, like, what Erin was saying -- I do not

11   hate you, Erin.  I worked with you on Catrina's

12   campaign.

13            And to disenfranchise us because we have a

14   difference of opinion, we've got to come together.  I do

15   not think that a flag can make anybody safe at the

16   Orange County fairgrounds because people are people.  We

17   have to do more to recognize those who are oppressed.

18            I think right now with anti-Semitism, we should

19   fly the Jewish flag.  We should fly the African American

20   flag.  I guess we could fly the Cisgender flag.  The --

21   any flag of anybody who's been oppressed.  I've been

22   oppressed as a woman, a single woman.  So I think

23   Carla's idea of having a special place for those people

24   who have been oppressed to recognize all minorities, I

25   think that's a solution.
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 1            And I would ask you to search your own hearts

 2   and amend this resolution and start over.  You set a

 3   precedent here for one flag and we are one nation under

 4   the American flag, under the California flag, and under

 5   the fairgrounds flag.  And I think we need to start over

 6   and continue to work together with the goal being that

 7   we respect, we love, we listen.

 8            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Great.  Thank you, Wendy

 9   that's -- The next group of speakers are Julia Demlow,

10   followed by Stephanie Camacho-Van Dyke, Theresa Nguyen,

11   and Piper Benlon -- or Piper Benom.  Julia, when you're

12   ready.

13            JULIA DEMLOW:  Thank you, Summer.  My name is

14   Julia Demlow, and I am commenting today in support of

15   the Pride flag.  I echo Director Ashleigh Aitken's

16   comments on this flag being a vision of unity.  And that

17   is really what it is, a unity flag.  Orange County has

18   traditionally and has a history of being known as a

19   county that is not inclusive.  That is our history.

20            And to our previous speaker's point that that

21   was then and this is now, just think about Blaze

22   Bernstein.  That is now.  That is happening now.  And I

23   am not a part of the LGBT community, however, I

24   definitely support them.  And when I look at the Pride

25   flag, I look at as a unifying source that all people
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 1   from all political ideologies, and all types of people

 2   that this flag unifies them and it is a symbol of

 3   inclusion and safety for all.  So as I said, I support

 4   the continuation of flying the flag.  Thank you.

 5            SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you.

 6   Stephanie Camacho-Van Dyke, when you're ready.

 7            STEPHANIE CAMACHO-VAN DYKE:  Good morning,

 8   members of the Board.  Thank you for holding this space.

 9   My name is Stephanie Camacho-Van Dyke.  My pronouns are

10   she/her.  And I'm the director of advocacy in education

11   at the LGBTQ Center OC.  Today I'm speaking in support

12   of the Pride flag at the Orange County fairgrounds.

13            As of this morning, our organization has

14   collected 300 signatures from community members who are

15   in support of keeping the Pride flag at the fairgrounds.

16   It's important that the fairgrounds acknowledge and

17   create a welcoming space for all its community members

18   including those community members who are lesbian, gay,

19   bisexual, trans gender, queer, as well.

20            I also want to call attention to our young

21   people too.  Even prior to the pandemic, LGBTQ have been

22   at an increased risk for depression, anxiety, and

23   substance use.  And these risks are even more pronounced

24   among youth who are trans gender and non-binary.  And so

25   it is crucial that the fairgrounds continues to visibly
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 1   show its support in an effort for LGBTQ to know that

 2   they are not alone and that they too have a place at the

 3   OC Fairgrounds where they can belong and fully

 4   participate.  Thank you.

 5            SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you,

 6   Stephanie.  Theresa Nguyen, when you're ready.

 7            THERESA NGUYEN:  Hi, everybody.  My name is

 8   Theresa Nguyen.  I'm a resident of Orange County.  Thank

 9   you Board member Aitken for communicating support --

10            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Teresa, I think you

11   accidentally muted yourself.

12            THERESA NGUYEN:  Really?

13            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yup.  There you go.

14            THERESA NGUYEN:  Hello.  Can you hear me?  I'm

15   sorry.  Should I start over?  I'm so sorry.  I'll be

16   brief.

17            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Go ahead.

18            THERESA NGUYEN:  My name is Theresa Nguyen.

19   I'm a resident of Orange County, and I just want to

20   thank Board member Aitken for communicating support for

21   creating an inclusive and safe space for Orange County

22   residents.  When you spoke, my heart, body, and mind

23   felt relief that runs up against the pain I see among my

24   fellow LGBTQ members who spoke before me.

25            I grew up in Orange County, and I dragged my
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 1   husband here from the South.  And after four years of

 2   living here my husband repeatedly asked me:  Where have

 3   you brought me?  And this place in many ways seems more

 4   hateful than North Carolina, where he comes from.  This

 5   repeated comment stings as I think about the kind of

 6   home and community I want to create for my children to

 7   grow up in.

 8            I have family members in Orange who identify as

 9   LGBTQ.  I want our headship to stand with love and

10   inclusion, and I ask the Board to vote to keep its

11   ongoing support for LGBTQ individuals in Orange County

12   and any amendment that should be considered is to

13   identify how to continue to evaluate and elevate

14   inclusion and diverse voices in our county.  Fly that

15   flag and consider flying all manner of flags that

16   demonstrate the beautiful diversity of our community.

17   Thank you so much.

18            SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you,

19   Theresa.  We have Piper Benom Sherwood next please.

20   When you're ready.

21            PIPER BENOM SHERWOOD:  Hi.  Good morning,

22   everyone.  Just briefly, the Pride flag is a public

23   statement that hate is not welcome in Orange County, and

24   we should stand firm on that.  It seems so simple to me.

25   Depression and teen suicide rates are higher than ever
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 1   and mental health stressors are just being exacerbated

 2   by the pandemic.

 3            The flag represents acceptance, and if that

 4   helps even one person in our community, why would we

 5   take it down?  It's not a political statement.  We're in

 6   a massive public health crisis and our community should

 7   be focused on doing everything we can to unite us and

 8   lift each other up.  The flag does not exclude anyone.

 9   It actually does the opposite as a symbol of inclusion

10   which could not be more American.  I'm an advocate, and

11   I just wanted to say I'm in support of keeping the flag

12   at the fairground.  Thank you so much.

13            SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, Piper.

14   I'm going to call the next group of speakers.  Kellie

15   Anne, followed by Cindy Massaro, Toija Fitzgerald,

16   Jeanine Robbins.  Cindy, when you're ready.

17            CINDY MASSARO:  Cindy first did you say?

18            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, please, Cindy.  Go

19   ahead.

20            CINDY MASSARO:  I am so sorry.  I thought there

21   was one person ahead of me.

22            (Simultaneous Speaking.)

23            CINDY MASSARO:  Oh, I'm sorry.  Did you want me

24   to go or the other person?

25            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Go ahead, Cindy.
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 1            CINDY MASSARO:  Oh, okay.  I'm going to start

 2   now.  Thank you very much for bringing this flag issue

 3   to the agenda.  Thank you for hearing us and taking the

 4   time to resolve this issue.  As we have been bringing

 5   this issue before you over the last eight months, the

 6   LGBT plus people aligning themselves with the Pride flag

 7   have been saying that the Pride flag unites us and it

 8   represents all of us and is a symbol of love and

 9   acceptance.

10            Here are a few excerpts from emails sent to you

11   from those who align themselves with the Pride flag:  My

12   name is Joe Nance.  I heard that hate groups are

13   pressuring the OC Fairground to take down the Pride

14   flag.  Do not allow racist, homophobic bullies to

15   intimidate you, Stephanie Sandoz.  Anyone offended by

16   the flag is an extreme homophobe, Karen Hight.

17            There are many more but time does not permit me

18   to read them all to you.  These clearly are not words of

19   live and let live, unity, all are welcome and included,

20   and everyone is treated equally.  These words and

21   comments are directed at me and others who have come to

22   you for the last eight months doing our best to speak

23   with respect, kindness, and consideration for all.

24            As far as my memory serves, we have never

25   degraded the Pride flag or the people that associate

�

0053

 1   themselves with it.  We are a genuine group of private

 2   people who love our city and county and fairgrounds.  As

 3   I have been here simply asking for fair and equitable

 4   representation, I have been met with those aligning

 5   themselves with the Pride flag, with name calling,

 6   belittling, ostracizing, and hate speech.

 7            Here now at the fairgrounds I am experiencing

 8   the rainbow Pride flag as a symbol of disunity, hatred,

 9   hate speech, and bullying.  Furthermore a year ago your

10   own Fair Board director put forth the resolution to fly

11   the flag representing Black History for only one month

12   and was denied, but you allowed full access to the Pride

13   flag to be flown not just for Pride Month, but year

14   round.

15            Certainly Director Bagneris and all Black

16   people wanting to be represented are not being treated

17   equally and fairly.  Are Black people not entitled to be

18   represented at the OC Fairgrounds?  How about the

19   community members that have repeatedly requested their

20   flags representing their interests?  Are they not

21   entitled to be represented at the OC fairgrounds?  If

22   this continues, you're elevating one group over another,

23   one group who seeks to put others down.

24            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Cindy.  That's

25   time.
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 1            CINDY MASSARO:  I'm sorry.  That was just 2:25.

 2   Just let me please finish.

 3            (Simultaneous Speaking.)

 4            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Go on to the next

 5   commenter, please, Summer.  As a reminder, public

 6   comment is limited to two minutes.  Please be respectful

 7   of this time.  Thank you for your comments.

 8            SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Kellie Anne is next.

 9   Kellie, when you're ready.  I'll circle back.

10            KELLIE ANNE AVAKIAN:  Hi.

11            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Go ahead, Kellie.

12            KELLIE ANNE AVAKIAN:  Hi.  I'm thankful for

13   everyone's statements on here.  Something I want to

14   remind everybody.  I don't feel like the non-LGBT

15   community and cisgender people are thinking that LGBT

16   community (audio/connectivity interruption) there's hate

17   between anyone and so for LGBT to be calling cisgender

18   people that they're hateful towards us -- that's I think

19   that that's like name calling and being mean.

20            The Pride flag or LGBT flag -- and it's a

21   symbol of lesbian, gay, bisexual -- also the LGBTQ

22   social movements.  The OC Fair mission statement on your

23   website is that the OC Fair is (audio/connectivity

24   interruption) communities, interests -- plural,

25   agriculture, and heritage.  I don't see how the rainbow
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 1   flag is that, although it is that but why are other

 2   flags not that?

 3            The one African American on the Board that

 4   asked you to fly the (audio/connectivity interruption)

 5   when you voted on the flags to fly, you all voted --

 6   history flag -- to me that says you're racist.  So now

 7   when I'm looking at the LGBT flag, I'm like, oh, well,

 8   it's only for LGBTQ, but it's not for -- so how could

 9   you vote no?  Flying the opposite of that and is proving

10   racist.  So you can say that it encompasses the blacks

11   and brown community for LGBT, but the person on your own

12   board, you voted against her.

13            SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, Kellie

14   That is time.

15            KELLIE ANNE AVAKIAN:  She wanted to put up a

16   flag for Black History Month.  You voted against her.

17            SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you,

18   Kellie.  That is time.  The next speaker we have is

19   Toija Fitzgerald.  Toija, when you're ready.

20            KELLIE ANNE AVAKIAN:  -- kind of makes you guys

21   look like you're racist.  (indiscernible) this is not --

22   can't be inclusive of other heritage --

23            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, is that the

24   last speaker who was just --

25            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, it was.  Toija
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 1   Fitzgerald is up next.

 2            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.

 3            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Toija, are you there?  I can

 4   circle back.  Jeanine Robbins, when you're ready.

 5            JEANINE ROBBINS:  Good morning.  The Pride

 6   flag, who could have imagined that this would have

 7   become such a hot-button issue drawing so much anger?  I

 8   think the fact that it has become such an issue is

 9   reason alone to keep the flag flying high.  What these

10   opponents of the flag need to realize is that the LGBTQ

11   community is not a special interest or a special group,

12   as other commenters have stated.

13            It is not comparable to Little League, skate

14   boarding, scouting, or any other examples brought up by

15   previous speakers who oppose the flag.  The fact that

16   they do compare the LGBTQ community to such activities

17   is very offensive to myself and others.  The Pride flag

18   is a symbol of a social justice issue, an issue that

19   affects all of us.  This flag represents a stand against

20   social inequality and oppression.

21            It is imperative in this day in age that we

22   take a stand for acceptance.  Having spent thousands of

23   hours working on the fairgrounds property, we have

24   observed as well as interceded in numerous anti-gay

25   harassment issues.  As founding members of the People's
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 1   Homeless Task Force OC, through our homeless outreach,

 2   we have found that over 40 percent of homeless youth

 3   are members of the LGBTQ community and are homeless

 4   because they belong to the LGBT community.

 5            Please do not allow yourselves to be bullied to

 6   remove this flag.  The flag needs to stay as a sign of

 7   acceptance.  Thank you.

 8            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Jeanine.  I'll

 9   call the next group of speakers.  We have Mike Robbins,

10   followed by Bryan Terry.  Todd Martin, and Todd Avakian.

11   Mike Robbins, when you're ready.

12            MIKE ROBBINS:  Hi.  I'm Mike Robbins.  Some of

13   you actually might know me.  This is a very touchy

14   issue, and I do believe that we should continue to fly

15   the flag.  Let me read this statement:  Prominent

16   Evangelist, Franklin Graham, thanked President Donald

17   Trump and the US State Department for helping deny

18   embassy's request to fly the rainbow flag during Pride

19   Month.

20            Son of late US Evangelist, Billy Graham, and

21   current president of the Samaritan's Purse took to

22   Facebook Saturday to applaud Trump and US Secretary of

23   State, Mike Pompeo, for making the decision not to fly

24   the gay flag over our embassies in June.  Thousands of

25   his more than seven million followers appeared to
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 1   support Graham's claim that rainbow adorned Gay Pride

 2   flags are offensive to Christians and much of the

 3   country.

 4            State department sources last week reportedly

 5   confirmed the agency had denied multiple diplomatic

 6   requests to fly the rainbow Pride flag on official

 7   embassy flag poles.  "I want to thank President Donald

 8   Trump," said Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, "for making

 9   the decision not to fly the gay flag over our embassies

10   during June in recognition of Gay Pride Month.  This gay

11   Pride flag is offensive to Christians and millions of

12   people of other faiths, not only in this country but

13   around the world.

14            So do we put up with this anymore?  Is that

15   over with?  Is that gone?  Are we supporting this issue,

16   or are we not?  Are we still on the Trump agenda and the

17   religious right?  Or are we for freedom in America?  And

18   that's the way it is, and this is what we should do --

19   fly the flag.

20            SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, Mike.

21   Bryan Terry, when you're ready.

22            BRYAN TERRY:  Hello.  Can you hear me all

23   right?

24            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, go ahead.

25            BRYAN TERRY:  Fabulous.  Hi.  My name is Bryan
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 1   Terry, he/him/his.  I'm the director of marketing for OC

 2   Pride.  I wanted to thank the OC fairgrounds for letting

 3   us gather today to voice our strong support for the

 4   Pride flag.  Everyone here today has done such a great

 5   job explaining why the flag should continue to fly

 6   already.  So I'll just use my time to tell a short story

 7   about something that happened to me in 2019.

 8            During the 2019 OC Pride festival, I was

 9   running around like a crazy person, and anyone who's put

10   together a big event before knows exactly what a crazy

11   person looks like running around trying to put out

12   fires.  During a particularly chaotic moment of that

13   day, I was stopped by a mother and her son who was maybe

14   like 11 or 12.

15            The mom who was wearing like a ton of rainbow

16   pins on her vest asked if her son could tell me

17   something, so I said sure.  And I remembered my

18   Disneyland training, and I got down on one knee so I

19   can, you know, talk to the young man on his level.  He

20   told me he really wanted to thank me for having pride

21   because for the first time he felt safe like he was at

22   home.

23            And he never feels that when he's at school,

24   and he's just so happy.  And he teared up a little, I

25   teared up a little bit.  It was a whole moment.  Because

�

0060

 1   I saw a lot of myself in that little boy.  Maybe if I

 2   had seen the Pride flag growing up maybe I wouldn't have

 3   put up a lot of the walls that I did that I had to spend

 4   a lot of therapy sessions, you know, tearing down and

 5   just trying to become the best version of myself.

 6            So just in closing, I just -- I implore that

 7   the OC fairgrounds continue to fly the flag.  The

 8   biggest reason for me is that our children are watching.

 9   And you never know what they're going to take away from

10   the actions that we do and I feel that taking down the

11   flag sends a very poor message.

12            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay, Bryan.  That's time.

13            BRYAN TERRY:  Thank you so much.

14            SECRETARY ANGUS:  We have Todd Martin next

15   please.  Todd, when you're ready.

16            TODD MARTIN:  Okay.  Can you guys hear me all

17   right?

18            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.

19            TODD MARTIN:  Okay.  Thank you all for taking

20   the time to, you know, sit here and listen to us because

21   there obviously are many.  For me there's a few issues.

22   First of all, we've been labled as haters if we disagree

23   with the Pride flag.  And I think that's totally unfair.

24            If you knew me and many people on this call do,

25   you know that I don't have hate for people.  It's quite
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 1   the opposite.  And to be labeled that way is just

 2   divisive and it feels terrible.  I really don't like it

 3   when people label me that way, as a hater, when they

 4   don't know me, and it's actually the exact opposite.  So

 5   this flag is creating division.  It does not include

 6   everybody.

 7            I mean, if it did then even one person on this

 8   call would be enough to prove that's not the case.  And

 9   I can tell you, I represent a lot of people on the same

10   boat that are not happy with this, and I don't have

11   anything against gay people.  I've got friends who are

12   gay.  I've got neighbors who I get along with really

13   great who are gay, but it does not represent all of us.

14            And, you know, I do international Christian

15   mission work where we do, you know, help people in

16   Zimbabwe getting food to them and the persecution that

17   they endure is so much greater than what we've been

18   talking about here.  And I have a huge heart for them.

19   I understand the gay people and their Pride flag and how

20   it makes them feel better.  I would like equal

21   representation.

22            I would like to be able to fly a flag to

23   represent my friends who are being killed, murdered,

24   imprisoned for their faith and things like that.  And it

25   just doesn't come across for me as being fair at all.  I
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 1   feel totally excluded.  I would love to be able to put a

 2   flag up there that represents many, many people that I

 3   know, and I'm not talking about in Zimbabwe, but people

 4   who share the same feelings I do in regards to people

 5   here in Orange County.  And I just think it's kind of an

 6   oxymoron that the fairgrounds Fair is being unfair.

 7   Please give us equal representation in this matter.

 8   Thank you very much.

 9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Todd.  Todd

10   Avakian, when you're ready.

11            TODD AVAKIAN:  Thank you so much for bringing

12   this issue before the Board today and allowing us who

13   live in the community, you know, the opportunity to

14   share our views.  I just wanted to keep this short.

15   I've got many, many friends who are gay that I love and

16   care for deeply that are involved with my family, our

17   community, and I just, you know, listening to these

18   calls, there's so much incredible emotion, name calling,

19   on both sides, anger.

20            I'm astounded by the judgment of one side.

21   Again, it's happening on both sides, but I'm astounded

22   that one can say it's helpful but in the next word just

23   slew so much judgement and anger and divisiveness and

24   hatred towards anyone who disagrees with it.  This

25   intense emotion and name calling, in my opinion, is the
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 1   clearest example of why we should only fly the US flag,

 2   the California flag, and the OC Fair flag.  Thank you so

 3   much.

 4            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Todd.  I'm going

 5   to call the next group of speakers.  Dr. Gabby, Fay

 6   Nguyen, Gabriella G., when you're ready.  Oh, I'm sorry.

 7   Dr. Gabby, when you're ready.

 8            DR. GABBY CASTANEDA:  Hi, everyone.  Thank you

 9   for allowing me this opportunity to speak.  I am in full

10   support with all my being of continuing to fly the flag.

11   It is such an important symbol of unity and love.  And I

12   truly feel bad for those that disagreed, although I

13   respect your opinions, but certainly it is a way for all

14   of us to come together and acknowledge our community

15   members.

16            This is a place where everyone is welcome.  As

17   a mother of two young boys, we often go to the OC

18   grounds for different events and whatnot and seeing

19   those flags there and showing them and trying to be the

20   best parent that I can for them to be inclusive.  It is

21   incredibly important to me and for my opportunity.

22            I have an array of friends of all walks of life

23   that identified and are part of the LGBTQ community that

24   I love dearly, and it breaks my heart to see how much

25   they have to endure and they continue to endure and
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 1   having this even be an issue of not having that flag up

 2   there as a signal of being inclusive.

 3            It's incredibly disheartening that this is an

 4   issue in 2021.  I think we have seen enough, many have

 5   lived through enough to be able to get past that and

 6   show our love and support for others that are, you know,

 7   that don't necessarily, you know, identify like we do.

 8   But, you know, as a person of faith, as Ms. Aitken

 9   stated earlier, I couldn't have said it any better.

10            I think this is an important time in my

11   practice as a Catholic to really continue to reflect and

12   continue to put love out there and support those that

13   need it the most.  And in my view, in my personal

14   opinion, our LGBTQ are incredible human beings that

15   deserve the same respect that anyone else is getting in

16   being included.  And I thank you.  I don't need the two

17   minutes to continue to say that I firmly recommend and I

18   hope that you do continue to fly that Pride flag.

19            SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you,

20   Dr. Gabby.  That's time.  Fay, if you want to try giving

21   comment, you can.  She was having some difficulties

22   earlier.  If you want to try, go ahead.  If not, we'll

23   move on to the next speaker.  Okay.  After that we have

24   Gabriella G, when you're ready.

25            GABRIELLE G:  Is that me?  I'm Gabrielle G.
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 1            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, that's you.

 2            GABRIELLE G:  All right.  Just want to make

 3   sure.  First of all, my fiance and I are transplants to

 4   Orange County.  And we have received vandalism hate.  We

 5   are thinking about moving from Orange County.  Orange

 6   County has ranked lower as far as inclusivity, as far as

 7   the Human Rights Campaign, on a scale of 1 to 100 Orange

 8   County, a whole ranks about 53.

 9            So it is a huge problem.  Inclusivity is not a

10   pie.  If you get representation to one group, that does

11   not deminish the representation of other groups.  The

12   Pride flag does represent inclusivity, diversity,

13   inclusivity, life, healing, sunlight, nature, harmony,

14   spirit.  Those are what the colors represent.  For

15   people saying -- I love how people are saying I don't

16   hate.  I don't hate.  I don't hate.  It creates hate

17   when you don't want to fly the flag.

18            As far as it -- all these other groups being

19   represented, I also agree with what some of other people

20   said.  Being gay is not Little League sports.  It is not

21   something that I choose to do.  It is who I am.  Orange

22   County has become very, very divisive in its rhetoric.

23   Up until very recently, the Pride flag was not allowed

24   to fly in the US embassies because of what the

25   ex-president did and his policies.
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 1            So to stand with that and to continue that

 2   rhetoric of not allowing Pride flags to fly.  And for

 3   the people who said that it didn't represent Jewish

 4   heritage or Black heritage, there are Pride flags -- the

 5   rainbow flag has a Jewish autonomous and it is also NHS

 6   friendly, which is for mental health, and it also does

 7   have a South American flag as well.

 8            So there are ways to have different groups that

 9   are marginalized, different groups that are

10   discriminated against represented within that Pride

11   flag.  And one more thing, I am a proud, proud

12   Christian.  I've had a hard time rectifying my faith

13   with who I am because for a long time people in church

14   told me that God hated who I was.  Nowhere on the Bible

15   does it say that homosexuality is a sin.  And we are a

16   country of division of church and state.  So we need to

17   honor that as well.  I very much hope that --

18            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  It's time.

19            GABRIELLE G:  Thank you.

20            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  We have Shannon Wooten

21   followed by Kane.  Shannon, when you're ready.  Shannon,

22   are you there?  Okay.  Moving on.  We'll circle back.

23   Kane, when you're ready.

24            KANE:  Thank you for having me.  Thank you for

25   everyone taking the time to hear us all out.  I am a
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 1   resident of Orange County for probably two-thirds of my

 2   life already.  I also serve on the Board of Directors

 3   for OC Pride.  I am a straight male with wife and kids

 4   and everything, but I feel it's very, very important to

 5   support this organization, this community.

 6            With that being said, it sounds like a lot of

 7   this issue -- it sounds more that people want to include

 8   other communities -- other, you know, just more

 9   inclusion then the argument should be that we need to

10   push for those representations to happen not to take

11   down another flag.  Someone suggested being able to fly

12   all theses different flags.  Then great, let's work

13   towards it.  But let's not try to tear down this

14   community who suffered so much that I supported for so

15   long with my life, you know.

16            This flag represents so much and as Gabrielle G

17   said earlier, this flag if people did their research and

18   educated themselves, represents so much more beyond just

19   the LGBT community.  It is about inclusion and it should

20   be able to touch every single person that's ever walked

21   this earth.  The colors in that flag represent so many

22   different things.  So the argument shouldn't be to

23   remove this flag, it should be to add the other flags

24   then if it means so much more to you.

25            That's where the issue should lie not taking
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 1   down this flag.  And it's a huge deal.  Too many people

 2   as it's been said already have been pursecuted and

 3   killed because of this representation.  So to really --

 4   slap in their face.  So I just -- I can't understand.

 5   If you have to say that you don't hate to prove that you

 6   don't hate, I don't know.

 7            I'm sorry.  I don't mean to be disrespectful

 8   but this is a moment.  We're 2021, I just don't

 9   understand.  We should be moving forward.  Move forward.

10   Include everyone in it if that's the case.  Fight for

11   that cause.  You know, we should not have stopped at the

12   Black History Month flag being denied to be flown during

13   Black History Month.  We should have kept pursuing that

14   then if that's the case, you know, but I'm all about

15   this.  I'm for keeping this flag up.  You know, it

16   just -- it's saddening and disheartening as many have

17   said --

18            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Thank you, Kane.  That

19   is time.

20            KANE:  Thank you.

21            SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'm going to do one last call

22   for Shannon Wooten or Toija Fitzgerald, if either are on

23   for public comment.  Okay.  Hearing none, Chair

24   Rubalcava-Garcia, I'll turn it back to you.

25            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Summer.
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 1   And thank you to all of the speakers who came today and

 2   expressed your support or opposition to this flag and

 3   just to contribute to the discussion.  I greatly

 4   appreciate it on behalf of the Board.  I actually have a

 5   comment to make before I turn it over to the Board for

 6   discussion and a vote on whether or not to continue

 7   flying the flag.

 8            In 2019 shortly after the flag was raised, we

 9   had members of the community who were not happy and some

10   might even describe as slightly horrified by the

11   decision the Board made.  I recall sitting next to

12   Director Meyer.  Director Meyer, for those of you who

13   don't know is the Board member who introduced the Pride

14   flag in resolution that ensured all people, regardless

15   of race, creed, sexual orientation, or gender felt

16   represented and welcomed at the Fair.

17            During public comment at one of our Board

18   meetings, several people spoke against the flag.  Their

19   words were negative, cutting, and hurtful.  And I recall

20   looking over at Director Meyer, and he said, "Even

21   though I hear this all the time, it never gets easier."

22   In my eyes that's not okay.  All of the comments related

23   to the removal of the flag have helped reaffirm for me,

24   at least, that the flag should continue flying year

25   round.
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 1            I originally voted to fly the Pride flag, and I

 2   intend today to vote to continue flying the unifying

 3   symbol of inclusion.  What I have learned during this

 4   process is we still have a lot of work to do in Orange

 5   County.  And I am born and raised -- I've been here 42

 6   years, so I've been here a long time.

 7            And I know today, even though we've made

 8   progress, there's still a lot of work that needs to be

 9   done.  To compare the Pride flag to organizations such

10   as Little League, Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts is not a

11   comparison that resonates for me, as a member of this

12   Board.  I'm sure Girl Scouts or any of the other groups

13   that I've mentioned have never felt unwelcomed because

14   of their affiliation with the organization they

15   represent.

16            Furthermore, many of the comments I have

17   received via email or even today at this meeting have

18   compared this flag to the Board's decision not to fly a

19   flag during Black History Month.  For me these issues

20   are different.  The Pride or rainbow flag is a

21   nationally accepted symbol of inclusion and represents

22   all diverse groups of every culture.  All lives united,

23   in my opinion, with the Pride flag.

24            The Board decided not to fly that flag because

25   for us it was about representing all cultures.  There's
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 1   not one flag that represents the Asian population.

 2   There's not one flag that represents the Hispanic

 3   population, and I am of Mexican decent so I understand

 4   the issue is, you know, important as well.  So at this

 5   time I'd like to open it up to the Board for discussion,

 6   but I just -- that is sort of my position on what we do

 7   with the flag moving forward.

 8            Are there any other members of the Board who

 9   would like to comment?

10            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes, Director

11   Rubalcava-Garcia.  This is Director Bagneris.  And as I

12   did, originally, my reasons for not wanting the flag to

13   be flown year round was I saw Pandoras's box going to be

14   opened.  And when other people came and said they wanted

15   a flag, that we would not fly those flags, and which is

16   what we did last year turning down my resolution and

17   request to fly the flag only during Black History Month.

18            At my job we fly the Pride flag in June.  I

19   have no problem with that, in fact, I would like to see

20   that.  But year round was the challenge that I had

21   because when you elevate one, you marginalize the

22   others.  And for the Board to outright turn down the

23   opportunity to fly another flag when we had already

24   approved flying the Pride flag was very hurtful to my

25   community and to me.  And I would rather see us go back
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 1   to how we were, and let's decide how we're going to

 2   represent all communities.

 3            Prior to this -- we caused this ourselves

 4   because prior to this, we did not have survey results

 5   that were saying, "I'm a gay person and I don't feel

 6   welcomed at the Orange County Fair."  We weren't getting

 7   those types of comments.  But now look what this has

 8   caused today to have all of this public discourse around

 9   a flag, and we caused that problem ourselves.  We

10   brought it on ourselves.

11            So I will be voting today to amend what we did

12   a year ago, two years ago now, and to allow the rainbow

13   flag to be flown in the month of June.  And if any other

14   organization has a flag that has a specific month that's

15   called out, California does call out other groups then

16   we can fly those flags.  But really this flag has become

17   a very divisive issue when it did not need to be.  So I

18   will not be -- I will be in support of amending what

19   we've already done so that we can correct this issue.

20   Thank you.

21            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Hello.  This is Sandra

22   Cervantes, and I have a quick comment.

23            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Sandra.

24   DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.  I initially voted

25   for the Pride flag, and I will continue to vote.  And I
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 1   strongly support all of the comments that Director

 2   Aitken made and also that our Chair Rubalcava-Garcia

 3   made.  I think it is important, and I think it would be

 4   detremental to go backwards and remove something that is

 5   so important and so strong and unites everybody.  Thank

 6   you.

 7            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Any other comments

 8   from the Board?

 9            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.  This is Director La

10   Belle.  Couple comments.  Let me speak to Director

11   Bagneris's comments.  If I recall correctly earlier

12   discussions on this matter, I think Director Bagneris

13   mentioned that we do have a flag that's representative

14   of all of us in the United States.  It's call the United

15   States flag.  You have the 13 stripes that represent the

16   original colonies, and you have the 50 stars that

17   represent the individual states within the United

18   States.

19            I think we can all agree that we are a very

20   diverse country.  Montana is a little bit different than

21   Rhode Island, and Alaska is a little bit different than

22   Hawaii, but, you know, we're all part of the one United

23   States.  And I think that's important to articulate.

24   Obviously, I'm in support of flying the US flag, the

25   state flag, the Fair flag.
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 1            And I do think that, you know, and I'm very

 2   supportive of the inclusionary aspects of the Pride

 3   flag, but I think in terms of Director Bagneris's

 4   comments, we need to find a mechanism and maybe this

 5   goes back to our committee of Robert and Nick.  We need

 6   to find a way to recognize the other entities.  And I'm

 7   not talking about the Little League or YMCA or anything

 8   else.  A specific interest, you know, we're going to

 9   hear a report after our closed session on Black History

10   Month.

11            I think that's something that, you know, we

12   ought to take a serious look at.  Ashleigh will recall,

13   we -- some years back we put in the workers memorial.

14   We actually built a memorial that recognized the

15   contributions that the early residents of Orange County

16   made from an agricultural standpoint.  One of the

17   speakers made a comment about some type of a memorial.

18   I'd certainly be willing to entertain looking at that in

19   incorporating something like that somewhere within the

20   Fair & Event Center.

21            Obviously I think we definitely need to move

22   forward on this but I would like to see us look at doing

23   other things to recognize other groups, whether it's on

24   a monthly basis or whatever, but I'll continue to

25   support as I did in the past the flying of the gay Pride
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 1   flag at the Fair & Event Center.  With that, that would

 2   conclude my comments.

 3            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director La

 4   Belle, and I appreciate you bringing up the Community

 5   Engagement Committee, which is chaired by Director Ruiz

 6   and Director Kovacevich.  You know, I recall when we had

 7   this vote on the Black History Month issue and we also

 8   had a presentation during Hispanic Heritage Month.  That

 9   was the main purpose of us creating this community was

10   how do we engage the community and represent all ethnic

11   groups who, you know, feel -- who represent Orange

12   County well?

13            And that is something today -- you nailed it.

14   We have a presentation.  We've invited members of the

15   community to also make public comment during that, and

16   that's really who we'd like to represent.  But I do

17   agree that it should go back to the committee and they

18   think can explore other ways.

19            During the vote for the Black flag flying

20   during Black History Month, it was actually voted in,

21   you know, February towards the end of the month, but we

22   did adopt a resolution that did support Black Heritage

23   Month, and that's what we're following up forward with

24   today.  One other thing that came up during that

25   discussion was having a flag that represented all
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 1   nations since, you know, there's not one flag that

 2   represents, for example, the community that I come from,

 3   the Hispanic community.

 4            There's not just, you know, there's, you know,

 5   different nations that represent all of the different

 6   people and cultures in Orange County.  So maybe that is

 7   something that we send back to the committee and they

 8   can explore whether or not there is one unifying flag

 9   from a cultural perspective as we continue to represent

10   and to highlight the great work that Black Americans are

11   doing in Orange County as we are today with our

12   presentation.

13            And we will do that during Asian-American Month

14   and Hispanic Heritage Month and all of the other groups

15   that represent Orange County throughout the year.  So

16   thank you for bringing that up and I do think that that

17   would be something we can ask the committee to review

18   moving forward as we move beyond the flag issues.  Any

19   other comments from the Board before we vote on a

20   motion?

21            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yeah.  This is Director Ruiz.

22   Thank you for that suggestion.  That's something I would

23   like to take on, you know, because we certainly don't

24   want to leave anybody out.  You know, taking down the

25   flag is taking a step backward, and we don't want to do
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 1   that.

 2            You know, like when this country moved away

 3   from, you know, outlawing interracial marriage.  You

 4   know, some people didn't like it.  Because they didn't

 5   like it doesn't mean maybe it wasn't a good idea, let's

 6   go back.  We don't want to do that.  But we do want to

 7   do something that includes everyone.  So that's

 8   something that I would definitely would love to take on,

 9   and I'll let Director Kovacevich speak to that as well.

10            Because, you know, we do want to honor

11   everybody, white, black, brown, you know, that's Orange

12   County.  That's who we are.  We're made up of many

13   different races and colors.  And we don't want to leave

14   anybody out.  But taking the flag down, again, would be

15   taking a step backwards, and we don't want to do that.

16   And -- but we want to, again, take ideas, take comments,

17   and ideas from other people as well and see how we can

18   come up with something that honors everyone here in

19   Orange County.

20            How we do that?  That's something we can

21   discuss as a committee, we can discuss as a Board.  So

22   having said that, again, I will look forward to taking

23   on such a task to do that.  So that is my comment, and

24   unless Director Kovacevich has anything else to add

25   here?
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 1            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  I will add.  Thank you

 2   Director Ruiz, and thank you to, first of all, to the

 3   public for, you know, expressing your views, and also my

 4   fellow colleague on the Board here.  You know, I think I

 5   would like to echo what Director Ruiz says.  You know,

 6   we're excited to be on this committee to help further

 7   advance, you know, inclusion across all groups, across

 8   all races and ethnicities and in various ways throughout

 9   the fairgrounds and throughout the Fair, itself.

10            So we're excited to continue to move this

11   forward.  I do agree that obviously the decision that

12   was made almost two years ago, you know, has created

13   some confusion and some drama here.  We're hoping to put

14   that behind us, but I don't think the answer is to move

15   backwards.  I think that, you know, the kind of -- at

16   the time people should have thought about potentially

17   how to make it a more scalable process, but, you know,

18   it was approved.

19            I do believe that it was the right decision to

20   create inclusion in the community.  And I don't think

21   this is the time to go backward.  So I think we're going

22   to look forward, and we're going to look at other ways

23   and try to be mindful of potential pitfalls that we

24   might fall into if we do adopt additional ways.  But

25   we're going to look forward, and we're going to look for
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 1   additional ways to include diversity amongst a variety

 2   of things that go on at the fairgrounds.

 3            So I'm excited to do that and I think, you

 4   know, I'm excited for the Board to vote here.  I mean,

 5   it sounds like, you know, a lot of people are in favor

 6   of reaffirming the amendment that was put forward so we

 7   can hold a vote on that and we can move forward --

 8   CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  That sounds like a

 9   motion.

10            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yeah.  I'll go ahead and

11   make the motion --

12            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.

13            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  To reaffirm and take the

14   vote and then, like I said, hopefully we can move on

15   from this flag issue for good.

16            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  This is Sandra, I second.

17            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  That's a second from

18   Sandra.  Thank you, Sandra.  Can you take a roll call

19   please, Summer?

20            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Can we have discussion on

21   that motion please?

22            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Open for discussion.

23            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Director Rubalcava-Garcia,

24   Director Bagneris.  That reaffirm or amend, I still hold

25   the position that we should amend and fly the flag but
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 1   only in the month of June during Pride Month.  So I'm

 2   hoping that some of my directors will see that that is

 3   the right thing to do and it will solve the problem that

 4   we created ourselves.  That we fly the Pride flag,

 5   because we do believe in the Pride flag, but we fly it

 6   in the month of June as opposed to year round.  So I

 7   hope that you vote this motion down.

 8            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  So we have a motion on

 9   the floor already.  So this sounds like a two-motion

10   request to me.  So are you requesting that we -- would

11   you like to make a motion, Director Bagneris, to only

12   fly the flag during June?

13            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.

14   CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  So let's go

15   ahead and take that motion first.  There is another

16   motion on the table which is to reaffirm that the flag

17   flies year round.  So Summer, can you take roll call on

18   Director Bagneris's -- or do I have a second for

19   Director Bagneris's motion?

20            Hearing that there is no second, I don't think

21   that the motion will move forward.  So Summer, can you

22   please take a roll call on the second motion, which is

23   to reaffirm that the Pride flag flies year round at the

24   Orange County Fair & Event Center?

25            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?
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 1            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.

 2            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?  Vice

 3   Chair La Belle?  You're muted.

 4            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Sorry about that.  Yes.

 5            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes?

 6            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.

 7            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz?

 8            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.

 9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Bagneris?

10            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  No.

11            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Aitken?

12            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.

13            SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Director Kovacevich?

14            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yes.

15            SECRETARY ANGUS:  And just to make sure,

16   Director Pham has not joined us; correct?  Director Pham

17   are you there?  Okay.  Thank you.

18            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.  Thank you,

19   Summer.  So the motion stands.  The Pride flag will

20   continue flying at the fairgrounds year round.  Thank

21   you to all the members of the public who came and spoke

22   out on this issue.

23            The Board will be going into closed session,

24   but I highly encourage members of the public who came

25   for this public comment to also attend the presentation
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 1   on Black History Month.  We've had Fair Board members

 2   who've worked very hard along with staff to create a

 3   presentation to highlight the great work that has been

 4   done by this community in Orange County and beyond in

 5   the region.

 6            And then we also have a video from the Black

 7   Chamber of Commerce in Orange County, their CEO, Bobby

 8   McDonald.  So at this time the Board will go into closed

 9   session.  Thank you.

10            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Bear with me for just a

11   minute while I move you to the break out room.  Josh,

12   can you confirm that Bruce Reynolds is on as well?

13            AG CAPLAN:  Yes, he Is.  I believe I'm still on

14   the main public meeting, but I can see Bruce.  It looks

15   like his screen name is:  W-a-l-k-e.

16            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Got it.  Thank you.

17            WALKE:  I'm here.

18            SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you.  I'll

19   put you in.  I'm sorry.  Just one more moment.

20            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  This is Doug.  Am I in

21   the closed session now?

22            SECRETARY ANGUS:  No, Doug.  I'm sorry.  Hang

23   on one moment.

24            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Oh, okay.  Do I need to

25   do anything other than just be quiet?
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 1            SECRETARY ANGUS:  No.  Nothing right now.

 2            AG CAPLAN:  Summer, this is Josh Caplan.

 3            SECRETARY ANGUS:  I apologize for that.  We're

 4   going to have to redo.

 5            AG CAPLAN:  Okay.

 6            SECRETARY ANGUS:  One second.  I apologize.

 7   I'm sorry.  It looks like I'm missing Director Ruiz.

 8            CEO RICHARDS:  Summer, I think some of us are

 9   back in the main -- in the main room.

10            SECRETARY ANGUS:  No.  You are.  I had to redo

11   the room.  I apologize.

12            AG CAPLAN:  It looks like Director -- I'm

13   searching through the participants of the meeting and I

14   don't see -- I don't see Director Ruiz on anymore.

15            SECRETARY ANGUS:  I don't either or Director

16   Bagneris.

17            CEO RICHARDS:  I know that Director Ruiz was --

18   had also another meeting and was going to be in and out

19   so he may have had to log off.

20            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  I have Director

21   Aitken, Director La Belle, Chair Rubalcava-Garcia,

22   Director Kovacevich, and Director Cervantes along with

23   Josh Caplan, and CEO Richards, and Bruce.

24            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Summer, I'm here, but I'm

25   not sure, am I in the right room?
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 1            SECRETARY ANGUS:  You're in the main room,

 2   you're in the main room.

 3            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Can you connect me back to

 4   where I'm supposed to be at?  My phone disconnected.

 5            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz is having a

 6   problem logging back in.

 7            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Am I in -- are you going to

 8   put me in the break out room?

 9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'm efforting that right now,

10   Director Bagneris.  Thank you.

11            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Thank you.

12            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Kovacevich, are you

13   getting a pop-up to join the break out room?  And Chair

14   Rubalcava, you should -- okay.  Thank you.

15            (Closed Session held from 11:01 a.m. until 1:04

16   p.m.)

17   CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, can you go

18   ahead and take roll call, please?

19            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?

20            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Present.

21            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?

22            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Present.

23            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes?

24            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Present.

25            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz?
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 1            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Present.

 2            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Bagneris?  Director

 3   Aitken?

 4            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Present.

 5            SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Director Kovacevich?

 6            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Here.

 7            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.

 8            CEO RICHARDS:  Summer, if you want to allow me

 9   to share the screen, I can -- I can do the PowerPoint

10   from here.

11            SECRETARY ANGUS:  You can go ahead.  Let me --

12            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  The

13   District's Board of Directors received the advice of

14   legal counsel on pending litigation items included on

15   closed session portion of the agenda and has nothing

16   further to report at this time.

17            The District's Board of Directors met in closed

18   session portion to evaluate the performance of the

19   district's CEO and has nothing further to report at this

20   time.  At this time I'd like to move to agenda item --

21   let me double check here.  Agenda item -- you know,

22   Michele, if it's okay with you, can we move CEO's

23   operational announcements towards the end of the

24   meeting?

25            CEO RICHARDS:  Yes.  Absolutely.
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 1            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  So I'm

 2   going to move on to agenda Item 7 which are the minutes,

 3   Board meeting held January 28, 2020.  Can I please get a

 4   motion to approve the minutes?

 5            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  So moved.

 6            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Second.

 7            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Summer,

 8   can you please take roll call?

 9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?

10            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.

11            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?  Vice

12   Chair La Belle?  I'll come back.

13            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes?

14            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.

15            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz?

16            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.

17            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Aitken?

18            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.

19            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Kovacevich?

20            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yes.

21            SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Vice Chair La Belle?

22            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Vice Chair La Belle,

23   you might be on mute.

24            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Star six.  Well, he is on

25   mute.  Vice Chair La Belle, if you can press star six on
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 1   your phone to unmute, or if you've muted yourself on

 2   your device, unmute.

 3            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Do we have a quorum

 4   without Doug to approve the minutes?

 5            SECRETARY ANGUS:  We do.

 6            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Perfect.  We'll

 7   go ahead and move on without Doug.  I'm sure he'll be

 8   joining shortly.  Onto agenda Item 8, matters of public

 9   comment.  Public comment is allowed on issues not on the

10   current agenda.  However, no debate by the Board shall

11   be permitted on such public comments and no action will

12   be taken on such public comment item at this time as law

13   requires formal public notice prior to any action on a

14   docket item.

15            Speakers are requested to sign in prior to the

16   start of the meeting and are limited to three minutes.

17   Comments will be accepted on agenda items during the

18   meeting.  Speakers wishing to address the Board on items

19   on the agenda are requested to sign in prior to the

20   start of the meeting and identify the agenda item on

21   which you desire to address the Board.  Speakers are

22   limited to three minutes.

23            SECRETARY ANGUS:  I just have one.  Jeanine

24   Robbins, when you're ready.  Jeanine, are you still on

25   the line?  I see you.
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 1            JEANINE ROBBINS:  Yes, I'm here.

 2            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  Go right ahead.

 3            JEANINE ROBBINS:  Okay.  Good afternoon.  It

 4   was good morning, but now it's good afternoon.

 5   (audio/connectivity interruption) over the Pride flag.

 6   One very important issue has been completely neglected.

 7   The industries of 400 plus small business owners have

 8   been pushed to the brink of financial ruin by the

 9   inability or unwillingness of this Fair Board and staff

10   to negotiate with their longest tenant Spectra who's

11   running the Orange County Market Place.

12            You have ignored the livelihoods of thousands

13   of people employed at the Market Place.  Your actions,

14   or should I say inactions, speak volumes to us.  We

15   believe that you simply do not care.  Every month I am

16   inundated with questions from vendors why the Market

17   Place is not on the agenda.  Yes, I know you are suing

18   Spectra.

19            It's so nice to know that you're willing to

20   spend taxpayer dollars at this time when every dollar

21   counts in order to try and hold Spectra to their

22   original contract during this unprecedented pandemic.

23   You expect Spectra to pay full rent on an empty

24   parking lot that they are unable to use as the Market

25   Place during this pandemic.  Landlords such as
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 1   yourselves have been renegotiating contracts with

 2   tenants since the very beginning of this pandemic.

 3            Landlords such as yourselves have reduced rent

 4   or simply eliminated it during this time of the

 5   pandemic.  You, however, have chosen to take a hard-line

 6   approach and it needs to end.  We the vendors at the

 7   Market Place need to get back to work.  Why don't you

 8   send out a survey asking people their feelings on this

 9   issue?

10            I would be very interested to see the results

11   of that survey.  Do you realize that Spectra voluntarily

12   refunded their prepaid rent without us even asking?

13   They never even attempted to collect rent on months when

14   we were not working.  That is an action that earns

15   respect.  You, on the other hand, have done zero to help

16   the vendors.  You've done zero to reestablish the Market

17   Place, and you've done zero to restore the hundreds of

18   thousands of sales tax that these vendors pay each and

19   every year.  You've done zero to help the vendors who

20   provide a very valuable resource to Southern

21   California -- (audio/connectivity interruption) please

22   let me -- (audio/connectivity interruption.)

23            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  That is time.  Bethany

24   Webb, when you're ready.

25            BETHANY WEBB:  Hi.  First of all, if you can't
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 1   hear me like I couldn't hear her, would you let me know?

 2   So I'm just not talking and binging?

 3   SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.  We can hear

 4   you.

 5            BETHANY WEBB:  So I actually called you

 6   earlier, and I want to applaud your support for the

 7   Pride flag.  I stated at that time that my daughter is

 8   trans and had gone to school with Blaze Bernstein.  What

 9   I didn't tell you when I said I was in such fear of her

10   leaving the house is that -- oh, I'm calling on guns and

11   the gun show -- what I didn't tell you at that time.

12            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Oh, Bethany that's not this

13   item.

14            BETHANY WEBB:  It's pubic comment, though,

15   isn't it?

16   SECRETARY ANGUS:  It's for items not on the

17   agenda.  I have you listed under the consent calendar.

18            BETHANY WEBB:  My mistake.  I'm so so -- this

19   is my first time calling actually so there was two items

20   because my sister was murdered in the Seal Beach

21   shooting and my mom was shot and there was guns, and I

22   have a oldest child that is trans, so --

23            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Bethany.

24            BETHANY WEBB:  I mean I don't know the way it

25   works.  I've never called.
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 1            (Simultaneous Speaking.)

 2            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  We'll guide you

 3   through the process, so thank you.  So no other public

 4   comment, Summer?

 5            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Not for general public

 6   comment.

 7            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Thank you.  So

 8   moving on to Agenda Item No. 9, the consent calendar.

 9   All matters listed under consent calendar are

10   operational matters about which the Board has governing

11   policies, implementation of which is delegated to the

12   CEO.  They will be enacted in one motion.

13            There will be no discussion of these items

14   prior to the time the Board of Directors votes on the

15   motion unless the members of the Board, staff, or public

16   request specific items to be discussed separately and/or

17   removed from this section.  Any member of the public who

18   wishes to discuss consent calendar items should notify

19   the Chair of the Board at the time requested and be

20   recognized by invitation of the Chair to address the

21   Board.

22            CEO RICHARDS:  Chair Rubalcava --

23            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  That's okay.  Sorry,

24   Michele.

25            CEO RICHARDS:  Staff wishes to pull two items
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 1   and highlight one item.  The two items under Standard

 2   Agreements.  Standard Agreement, SA-006-21SM and

 3   Standard Agreement, SA-008-21FV, both of those contracts

 4   are the result of a competitive bid.  But they are

 5   currently under protest, and we have not yet heard back

 6   from the Department of General Services on their

 7   decisions.

 8            So we are pulling those two items, and we will

 9   bring them back next month pending notification from

10   DGS.  Staff would also like to pull and highlight under

11   Rental Agreements, R-028-21.  This is a rental agreement

12   with BNL Productions, this is the promomenter of

13   Crossroads of the West Gun Show.  The contract is not

14   finalized, but there is a proposed Crossroads of the

15   West Gun Show for late March.

16            Obviously, we -- this is a topic of great

17   interest for the Board and the public.  We did not want

18   to simply put this on the consent calendar in March just

19   a few days before -- before the gun show, so we're

20   bringing it to the Board's attention this month.

21            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, CEO

22   Richards.  Do we have public comment on this item,

23   Summer?

24            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, we do.  I can call the

25   first group of speakers.  Charles Blek, followed by Mary
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 1   Blek.  Rose Ann Sharp and Ira Sharp.  Charles Blek, when

 2   you're ready.  Charles or Mary Blek, either of which, if

 3   you're ready and still on the line.

 4            UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  They're muted.

 5            SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'll give it another second.

 6            ROY:  The lower left-corner of your computer.

 7            SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'll circle back.  Let's hear

 8   from Rose Ann Sharp.  Yeah, Rose Ann Sharp, please, when

 9   you're ready.

10            ROSE ANN SHARP:  Thank you.  Good afternoon,

11   Board members.  My name is Rose Ann Sharp, and I live in

12   Del Mar, California.  Recently when I was in a doctor's

13   office and was chatting with another patient, he told me

14   that he moved from Iowa to San Diego and that he was a

15   hunter.  He said, "Of course, when I got to California,

16   I gave up hunting and my NRA membership because there's

17   nothing to hunt in California."

18            I thought good, California has a lot of state

19   laws protecting wildlife.  On January 6th of this year,

20   we saw a new level of hunting.  Hunting people who do

21   not agree with your politics or people who believe they

22   must overtake the government.  I ask you, are you

23   protecting our communities with a gun show?

24            Why are you using the term consumer show about

25   gun shows?  Are you planning to go into other consumer
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 1   businesses like pornography?  Do gun shows meet your

 2   mission statement?  Do you need an AR-15 to hunt down

 3   wildlife?  Was the five-year-old child that I witnessed

 4   swinging a wooden machete practicing during the gun show

 5   how to thrash hay at your gun show?

 6            Does the Nazi paraphernalia help customers

 7   understand German history?  Or does it seed and

 8   fertilize both keepers to chant "We will not be replaced

 9   by Jews."  Who are your customers of this consumer

10   business?  Ghost gun purchasers, more popular with

11   people who cannot pass background checks.  ATF reports a

12   41 percent increase in ghost guns in LA crimes.

13            Your customers will not have to wait for

14   background checks to act upon a suicidal impulse.  What

15   is your return on investment?  Are the tax dollars that

16   you earn with the State now needed to help fund the

17   governor's effort to protect the State Capitol?  You

18   have a bad business plan.  It does not meet your mission

19   statement.  It encourages weaponizing political

20   disagreements.  It helps build up insurrectionist

21   organizations.

22            Your ROI is nil, and your risk to the community

23   is uninsurable.  Are gun shows really the consumer

24   business that you want to promote on state-owned

25   property?  Thank you.
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 1            CHARLES BLEK:  We were able to unmute.

 2            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Rose.  I'll go

 3   back to Charles Blek.

 4            CHARLES BLEK:  Thank you.

 5            SECRETARY ANGUS:  When you're ready.

 6            CHARLES BLEK:  Sorry about the difficulty here.

 7   We're not real familiar with this type of computer.

 8   Anyway, my name is Charles Blek.  I'm a native Southern

 9   Californian, and I've been a resident of Orange County

10   for the past 40 plus years.  I am a past president of

11   Brady Orange County, and I'm currently a board member of

12   Brady in Orange County.

13            Our board opposes gun shows at the Orange

14   County fairground.  My issue specifically -- or I have a

15   problem with the lax level of security at the show and

16   the easy availability of ghost gun kits.  I do not want

17   my state facilitating gun sales in any manner

18   whatsoever.  I do not want them to be complicit in the

19   sale of guns.

20            I object to my tax dollars being spent on this

21   type of event.  I think it's important to know that our

22   board strongly supports Senate Bill 264 banning the sale

23   of -- banning gun shows on all state-owned properties

24   authored by State Senator Min, who represents the 37th

25   District, which involves the Orange County fairgrounds.
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 1            I think it's important to note and I don't

 2   think it's a stretch that when Senator Min was a

 3   candidate, he emphasized that he wanted gun shows on

 4   state-owned property.  I think it's important to note

 5   that he has offered Senate Bill 264.  I think it's

 6   important to note that he was elected to our state

 7   senate, and I don't think it's a stretch to say that our

 8   elected here in the county does not want or need gun

 9   shows on our own state-owned property.  I am strongly

10   and our board strongly rejects to having any gun shows

11   on state-owned property.  We do not need, nor do we want

12   this type of business.  Thank you.

13            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Charles.  Mary

14   Blek, when you're ready.

15            MARY BLEK:  Thank you.  Research has shown that

16   a gun in the home significantly increases the risk of

17   suicide, homicide, and unintentional deaths and

18   injuries.  Furthermore, a recent research report gave

19   the alarming figure of the annual cost of firearm

20   violence of 280 billion dollars for our nation.

21            I believe that the decision to bring a gun into

22   one's home is a grave one, and the pun is intended.  The

23   decision should not be done in an entertainment and

24   promotional atmosphere and especially not on state-owned

25   property supported by tax dollars who also pay for the
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 1   gun violence aftermath.  Also, I believe it is unwise to

 2   expose children to the glamorization of guns.

 3            The State should not be complicit in the gun

 4   sales or in homemade gun kits.  There are other more

 5   appropriate venues for the purchase of firearms.  Thank

 6   you for the opportunity to speak.

 7            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Mary.  Ira Sharp,

 8   when you're ready.

 9            IRA SHARP:  Okay.  Thank you.  I've submitted a

10   written statement, and I'm not going to repeat it here.

11   I hope you'll read it carefully.  I'm the cofounder of

12   Never Again CA which was formed for the purpose of

13   ending gun shows on state-owned property after the

14   Parkland killing.

15            I know that almost everyone who spoke this

16   morning in regard to the flag issue talked about what a

17   great family center facility you have there at the

18   Orange County fairgrounds.  And they talked about a

19   number of great events that you hold there.  No one

20   mentioned a gun show as being one of those wonderful

21   family-centric events.  I think you should think about

22   that very carefully.

23            I'm in somewhat of a disadvantage here because

24   we understand that the plan for this March 23rd gun show

25   is to do something with pop-up tents.  So we haven't
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 1   seen any security plan which the promoter is required to

 2   file.  So we could see because there are a number of

 3   state laws that I think are likely to be contravened by

 4   having these pop-up tents on or near a parking lot which

 5   is against the law in California.

 6            And if cars are accessing these tents, that's

 7   also against the law in California.  And I hope that

 8   this Fair Board requires that security plan to be filed

 9   and I -- and that you review it very carefully.  I

10   wanted to point out that the application, at least as it

11   shows up on your agenda, provides for a show between the

12   days of March 23rd and March 29th, obviously a much

13   longer period than the normal gun show.

14            And it also says that the price that you're

15   going to charge is to be determined.  At a time where

16   everybody from the Governor of California to the huge

17   majorities in the state legislator and the public in

18   polling opposes gun shows and holding them on

19   state-owned property, it's inappropriate for you to

20   allow the gun show for any period approaching a period

21   and not having a chance to see what you're charging for

22   the use of the facility and to make sure it's

23   commercially reasonable.

24            I think it's unfair to ask this Board to

25   approve a contract that doesn't have those items nailed
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 1   down so that they can exercise their share of

 2   responsibility.  I look forward to seeing the security

 3   plan and may want to comment later.  Thank you very much

 4   for your time.

 5            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Thank you, Ira.  Julia

 6   Demlow when you're ready.

 7            JULIA DEMLOW:  Hello.  Thank you.  Hi.  My name

 8   is Julia Demlow, and I am requesting that the Board vote

 9   no on the Crossroads of the West Gun Show contract for

10   2021.  This past year was a record-breaking year for

11   gun-related deaths that experts have attributed to the

12   increase in gun sales.  With depleted firearm inventory

13   at licensed gun dealers, there will -- the gun shows

14   will have an even bigger sales demand for ghost guns.

15            Gun shows and the Internet are the two top

16   places to purchase ghost guns.  As I've had the

17   privileged opportunity to educate the Board on ghost

18   guns this past November's Board meeting.  Ghost guns, as

19   a reminder, can be sold by unlicensed dealers.  Anyone,

20   anyone can immediately walk out of the gun show with a

21   ghost gun.  No background checks, no age limits, no

22   serial number, completely untraceable.

23            Why would the OC fairgrounds, a family-friendly

24   venue, assist in the proliferation of ghost guns in the

25   community?  Especially during a pandemic when people are
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 1   more stressed, depressed, anxious, and their kids are

 2   bored at home.  Local law enforcement says that half of

 3   their cases right now involve ghost guns.  I know ghost

 4   guns are currently legal to purchase with no safeguards,

 5   and the OC fairgrounds revenue has been negatively

 6   affected by COVID.

 7            But can't the Board do the right thing for our

 8   community and vote no on 2021 gun shows?  Let's put a

 9   pause on gun shows until 2022 possibly when California

10   ghost gun laws go into effect that provide for

11   background checks, provide age limits.  Let's not --

12   let's wait and relook at this in 2022 when the stresses

13   due to COVID have hopefully lessened and our kids are

14   back in school.

15            Aren't the potential lives saved worth the

16   wait?  We can find other revenue-generating

17   opportunities.  I heard one today from a caller during

18   the flag public comments.  Let's open the Amphitheater

19   to events year round.  Let's recreate family-friendly

20   events that not only enhance our community but to

21   Reggie's point earlier increase opportunities for local

22   Orange County businesses to participate.

23            Thank you, and please vote no.  I'd also like

24   to read a letter that I received -- I'm sorry because

25   this is incredibly emotional -- in my email from Corona
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 1   Del Mar High School students that are online in school

 2   right now and couldn't attend this meeting.  And let me

 3   read this:

 4            We are students at Corona Del Mar High School,

 5   and I do not feel that having a gun show at the Orange

 6   County fairgrounds is safe for our city.  I don't think

 7   you've ever had to barricade yourself in classrooms and

 8   be silent during intruder drills when you were in

 9   school.  That is now our reality.  Why do you think more

10   guns in our community is a good thing?  During COVID

11   more teens are depressed and feeling lonely.  Online

12   school is making us --

13            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Thank you for your

14   time.

15            JULIA DEMLOW:  -- teen mental health during a

16   pandemic is a huge concern.

17            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you for your

18   public comment.

19            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Julia.  That's

20   time.

21            JULIA DEMLOW:  Okay.  Well I hope you take into

22   effect what the students are saying.  Thank you.

23            SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'll call the next group of

24   speakers.  We have Piper Benom, Joanna Weiss, Bethany

25   Webb, and Amy Capelle.  Piper, when you're ready.

�

0102

 1            PIPER BENOM:  Hi, everyone.  I am a resident of

 2   Newport Beach, and I'm here to respectfully request that

 3   the Board not approve the contract for the proposed

 4   drive-thru gun show.  Gun violence has increased

 5   dramatically over the last year.  We do not want even

 6   more guns going into our community.  So many people are

 7   suffering economic hardships and mental health stresses

 8   at the moment.

 9            Children who are home from school, people are

10   out of work, we don't need more guns in people's homes

11   when kids are at home distance learning with easy access

12   to them.  I'm not necessarily anti-gun but I believe

13   strongly in the responsibilites that go along with gun

14   rights like background checks on every sale.  We know

15   that background checks save lives.  And right now you

16   have to have a background check if you buy a gun from a

17   licensed dealer but many or most of the sellers at

18   Crossroads Show are unlicensed dealers so no background

19   checks required.

20            I went to the show in person last January, and

21   I saw firsthand the vast majority of sales were ghost

22   guns and DIY kits.  And as other speakers have said,

23   ghost guns are particularly dangerous as they are

24   untraceable and don't require background checks and are

25   therefore becoming increasingly poplar with criminals
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 1   and drug traffickers -- gun traffickers.

 2            Ghost guns are linked more and more to violent

 3   crimes precisely because anyone can -- who wouldn't

 4   otherwise be able to pass a background check can walk

 5   out of a gun show with a kit to assemble a semiautomatic

 6   or an automatic weapon at home and in five minutes, just

 7   untraceable completely by no waiting periods and no

 8   record of the cash transaction.

 9            I don't know why we would want to encourage

10   more violence in our communities, especially right now

11   during this crisis.  The gun violence epidemic has

12   impacted all of us.  If any of you have ever dropped

13   your kid off at school and they have a lockdown drill,

14   you know and you understand this is an issue we all have

15   a stake in.  My kids and I are relying on you to do the

16   right thing here and protect our community, and I urge

17   you to reject this gun show.  Thank you.

18            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Piper.  Joanna

19   Weiss, when you're ready.

20            JULIA DEMLOW:  Hi.  Joanna's asked me to read

21   the statement for her.  She had to log off for another

22   meeting, so I will read her statement:  Good afternoon,

23   I'm Joanna Weiss, president of WAVE for the Women for

24   American Values and Ethics, a philanthropic grassroots

25   organization comprised of more than 2,0000 Orange County

�

0104

 1   women and men.  I'm speaking on behalf of our members,

 2   as well as personally having been born and raised in

 3   Orange County.

 4            We urge you to reject the gun show contract

 5   with Crossroads of the West.  2020 was a record-breaking

 6   year for gun-related deaths in the US.  And experts say

 7   that is due to an increase in gun sales.  My family and

 8   our WAVE members rely on you to curate family-friendly

 9   events for the community.  We do not want more guns

10   going into circulation during a pandemic, when people

11   are more stressed out, more depressed, and more anxious

12   than ever.

13            We do not want more guns in people's homes when

14   children are stuck at home and could easily access them.

15   As an organization working on gun safety issues, when we

16   are speaking with members of the Orange County community

17   they frankly are shocked to learn that our beloved

18   Orange County fairground typically hosts multiple gun

19   shows each year.  We speak for our 2,000 members as well

20   as countless other Orange County residents who urge you

21   not to approve another contract with Crossroads of the

22   West.  Thank you.

23            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  Bethany Webb,

24   when you're ready.

25            BETHANY WEBB:  Sorry -- my dog.  If you had
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 1   somebody else's dog barking -- I'm so sorry.  So I would

 2   like you to take a minute and put yourself in a

 3   position -- I am so sorry.

 4            Ryder, can you go get -- Cinder.  I am so

 5   sorry.  Shut the door so Cinder doesn't come back in.

 6   I'm sorry.  Can we start over, if you don't mind?  Of

 7   course at that moment my dog decided to start barking.

 8   I want to put you, if you could, put yourself in my

 9   position.  I'm volunteering at a PTA, which I did.  It's

10   October 12, 2011, and I'm living the life that you live.

11            I grew up with people that have guns, I believe

12   in sensible gun laws but it doesn't actually touch me.

13   And then on the TV there was a special report and it

14   shows the Salon Meritage in Seal Beach and says nine

15   people have been shot.  Six are dead at that time.  My

16   sister, Laura, worked there for 10 years.  I knew

17   everybody that worked there.  I lunched with them.  My

18   sister was my best friend.

19            And I became the other side of something that

20   we're discussing right now.  How?  In one second a

21   person could take a gun and destroy so much.  On that

22   day at the end of the day, eight people, nine people

23   were shot, eight of them died.  The sole survivor was my

24   mom.  My sister was doing her nails.  Our good friend,

25   Victoria, I knew for 20 years, died that day.  Three
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 1   other employees, these are.  In Orange County.

 2            My sister lived in Huntington and did nails in

 3   Seal Beach, how much safer can you get?  Like many of

 4   the other people that spoke before me, gun deaths have

 5   gone up in 2020.  Mass shootings haven't, so a lot of

 6   you think of mass shootings as that's the totality, but

 7   it's not actually.  It's suicides.  It's -- the Blek's

 8   spoke earlier, and I hope they don't mind, they didn't

 9   mention their son was murdered.  And that's why they're

10   so involved in gun things.  They got a call.

11            You get a call.  You see the TV and all of a

12   sudden everything that you knew is different.  About 11

13   months after, somewhere around there, after my sister

14   was murdered, there was an armed guy that was shooting

15   people -- and I'm sorry.  I just lost his name.  But he

16   was all over the news.  He was targeting LAPD officers'

17   kids.  My son, Ryder, my now 17-year-old was at school

18   and I got a call that they were surrounding his school

19   because his school was being targeted.

20            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Bethany.  That's

21   time.

22            BETHANY WEBB:  Darner?  Is it Darner?  Can I

23   just finish this real quick?  I'm super sorry cause my

24   dog interrupted my thing.  But Darner was shooting kids

25   in Orange County that belonged -- and I was still
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 1   grieving over my sister and my friends.  I started

 2   driving around the school trying to think what I could

 3   do for my middle school child to keep him safe.

 4            It's so important that we understand that these

 5   ghost guns -- that these guns -- that people that

 6   shouldn't have guns, don't have a place at a --

 7   fairground?  I cannot beg you enough to understand, and

 8   I said earlier as the mother of children, an LGBTQ and a

 9   17-year-old that's at home studying that the only reason

10   I don't have to worry he's at school and going to be in

11   a mass shooting is because he's studying at home.

12            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Bethany.

13   Thank you for your comment.

14            BETHANY WEBB:  Thanks.

15            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Amy Capelle, when you're

16   ready.

17            AMY CAPELLE:  Hi.  Thank you so much.  Can you

18   hear me?  Hello?

19            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.

20            AMY CAPELLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Hi.  Thank you

21   OC fairgrounds Board of Directors.  I am here today to

22   ask as all the other speakers before me to not approve

23   the gun show contract with Crossroads of the West.

24            As the people before me also mentioned that it

25   was -- 2020 was a record-breaking year for gun-related
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 1   deaths, and just in January alone here more than two

 2   million firearms were -- two million firearms were

 3   bought last month, according to the Washington Post

 4   analysis of federal gun background check data.  And

 5   that's just on federal background checks.  Who knows how

 6   many ghost guns were sold in that period.  But with that

 7   two million more firearms, that was an 80 percent year

 8   over year spike and the third highest one-month total on

 9   record.

10            Hate crimes in Orange County rose in 2019 for

11   the 5th year in a row, and by a huge leap 24 percent as

12   reported by the OC Human Relations Organization in

13   October.  And that was for 2019 before the pandemic came

14   upon us and hate crimes that we're now seeing started to

15   rise.  Since the pandemic began, studies show that

16   Asian-American hate incidents in California have risen

17   115 percent in Los Angeles County, 150 percent in San

18   Jose, and 200 percent in Orange County, according to the

19   LA Times.

20            An NBC4 News last month quoted the chief

21   psychologist at Children's Hospital of Orange County,

22   CHOC, saying that she's getting double the calls from

23   families worried about their children's mental health

24   with the same warning signs as everyone had said about

25   other kids and suicides and mental health issues with
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 1   what's going on with the pandemic.

 2            So I bring that all to your attention to just

 3   say that now is not the time to make it easier for

 4   people to buy more guns.  We don't want more guns in

 5   Orange County going into circulation during this

 6   pandemic.  And we certainly don't want more guns in

 7   people's homes when kids are still in hybrid and online

 8   situations with less parent supervision -- arguably less

 9   parent supervision than normal and they could easily

10   access them.

11            As a mother of three boys and having seen one

12   of them be on lockdown and having one of my friends,

13   best friends at another school in another district on

14   lockdown in this -- prior to the pandemic, it is beyond

15   me to -- to wonder how OC fairgrounds is supposed to be

16   bringing family-friendly events would consider gun shows

17   to be family-friendly.  I do not, and I do not want gun

18   shows at OC fairgrounds.  Thank you.

19            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Amy.  Chair

20   Rubalcava-Garcia that concludes public comment for this

21   item.

22            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Summer.  Is

23   there any comment from the Board?

24            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  I have a couple questions

25   for -- I think maybe Michele would be the best person.
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 1   I really appreciate staff bringing this forward ahead of

 2   time, and I would like to just -- I had a couple of

 3   questions.  In events like these, given the pandemic

 4   that we're in, I think that we should go forward with

 5   this contract as if it is under our Board Policy 6.04,

 6   which is for high-profile event policies.

 7            Because that policy gets triggered when we have

 8   events that could potentially give us an impact on

 9   public safety.  And I think given the fact that this is

10   a getting-outside-your-car event that we should proceed

11   with this as if it is a high-profile event.  And my

12   second question -- I just want to see if the staff has

13   analyzed this event under that Board policy.  And then

14   my second question is for what type of safety plan and

15   safety measures are put in place and who's in charge of

16   enforcing safety and mask wearing and pandemic-type

17   policies for this event?

18            CEO RICHARDS:  So let me answer the first

19   question about our high-profile event policy.  This is

20   not an event that we've applied that policy to in the

21   past.  Not to say that the Board wouldn't, you know, be

22   able to make a decision to do that in the future or in

23   this case as well.  With regard to the safety and

24   security plan so we're very clear with all of the events

25   that have taken place since at the fairgrounds since the
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 1   pandemic.  First of all, they have to be approved

 2   through the Orange County Health Care Agency.

 3            The promoter has to submit their health and

 4   safety plan and there have been numerous calls with the

 5   promoter, with our staff and with the Orange County

 6   Health Care Agency who has approved the event and the

 7   plan that the promoter has in place.  With regard to the

 8   security plan, the law enforcement for that event is and

 9   has always been the Orange County Sheriff's Department.

10   So there is a security plan that is submitted by the

11   promoter with input from our staff and approved by the

12   Orange County Sheriff's Department.

13            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  So I think my concern with

14   the high-profile event is not for Crossroads of the

15   West, it's the fact that it is -- we do have pandemic

16   procedures in place and it is going to be an

17   outside-your-car event which is going to be a little bit

18   different than things we've done previously.  And so I

19   would like to request that we treat this under the

20   policies of 6.04.

21            And then my second question that I would like

22   to see before we approve something like this is a

23   reassurance from the sheriff that I know the sheriffs

24   are overly impacted right now and have made public

25   statement saying that they do not have the capacity.
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 1   And I think there's some feelings with our sheriff that

 2   does not have the inclination to enforce mask wearing.

 3            So as a Fair Board member, taking the public

 4   safety of our neighbors, people that use the property on

 5   all four corners, not just this event, how or what

 6   assurances can we have in writing from the sheriff's

 7   department that they are going to enforce mask wearing

 8   during this event?

 9            CEO RICHARDS:  I can't answer that question on

10   behalf of the sheriff's department, but we can certainly

11   reach out and ask that question on the Board's behalf.

12   I know that we have had events approved at the OC Fair &

13   Event Center since the pandemic that are out-of-the-car

14   events.  For example, our Flying Miz Daisy Vintage

15   Market has been happening for the last several months,

16   and our security team and our in-house staff monitor

17   mask wearing and, you know, and certainly addressed if

18   it becomes a problem.  But I can't answer your question

19   regarding the sheriff's plan for that.

20            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Well, before we vote on this

21   contract, will we be able to see that security plan and

22   see what the plan is that they are presenting, that the

23   sheriffs are presenting to enforce our safety policies

24   on mask wearing?

25            CEO RICHARDS:  I think that could be made
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 1   available potentially to Board members.  We obviously

 2   don't release that publicly for obvious reasons, a

 3   security plan is a security plan.  But I think we, you

 4   know, we could get that to Board members.

 5            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  This is Director La

 6   Belle.  If I might, Natalie, through the Chair.  I agree

 7   with Director Aitken.  I think it's very important given

 8   everything that's going on out there.  I would also like

 9   to see the security plan.

10            And if we can act on the application, you know,

11   subject to the security plan being presented and

12   approved by either a committee of the Board or at least

13   made available to all eight of us so we know exactly

14   what's occurring out there and that there's a comfort

15   level to the security measures relative to this

16   particular event.

17            AG CAPLAN:  Michele, if I may quickly before

18   the Board continues this discussion.  My recommendation

19   if Board members want to view the security plan would be

20   to contact you directly one on one.  The challenge is if

21   you distribute the plan to all board members

22   simultaneously, there are certain disclosure

23   requirements under Bagley-Keene, and there's some

24   disagreement on whether the district would waive

25   essentially the confidential nature of the security plan
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 1   under Bagley-Keene is not a resolved issue.

 2            And so my recommendation would be for those

 3   Board members that want to review that security plan to

 4   reach out to, Michele, to you directly and you can find

 5   a way to coordinate essentially one-on-one viewings of

 6   that plan to make sure that you maintain the

 7   confidential nature of the security protocols that are

 8   identified.

 9            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I'm also -- I agree

10   with Josh on that.  And I also think that there's a

11   reason why our security plans are confidential.  It's to

12   protect the people who attend, but if we're looking for

13   a loophole on not to hold a gun show and utilizing, you

14   know, the mask wearing as a way to do that.

15            I think we should be very careful as a Board

16   because we'll have to apply that to even the Fair that

17   comes around in July, and that's an event that we would

18   really like to implement.  And we also have to apply

19   that to the Driving Miz Daisy Market Place show that

20   occurs.  But I actually have a question for Josh.  Josh,

21   is it currently legal in the State of California to hold

22   a gun show?

23            AG CAPLAN:  Yes, it is.  The only exception to

24   that is there is current legislation that applies to the

25   San Diego County fairgrounds, but it remains legal
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 1   across the other state-owned fairground properties in

 2   the state.

 3            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And is there pending

 4   litigation against San Diego because they chose not to

 5   hold a gun show on the fairgrounds?

 6            AG CAPLAN:  Not currently.  That litigation has

 7   been resolved.

 8            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  But in Orange

 9   County it's still okay?

10            AG CAPLAN:  Yes.  There's no -- there is no

11   legislation in place preventing the 32nd DAA from

12   hosting gun shows where guns and ammunition are sold.

13            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yeah.  And Michele,

14   are you able to actually walk out of the gun show with a

15   gun?

16            CEO RICHARDS:  Well, I'll certainly let Ken or

17   Nick Buffa, if they're on the line, to expand, but no --

18   that you are required to apply for purchase of the gun,

19   leave it with a third party while the background check

20   is done and then only upon passing of that background

21   check can the gun be handed over to the purchaser.

22            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  So all of the same

23   safety protocols would apply as if you were walking into

24   a gun owner store in a private location so there would

25   be sunset laws and all of that?
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 1            CEO RICHARDS:  That's correct.

 2            UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  That is not -- that is

 3   not true for ghost guns.

 4            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I'm sorry.  This is

 5   discussion for the Board.  Public comment already

 6   occurred.  Thank you.  Ken, any other comment on that

 7   front?

 8            COO KARNS:  No, no further comments, and Nick

 9   is with us, if we need to round out any information.

10            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Any other

11   comment from the Board?

12            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yeah --

13            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yeah, this is --

14            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Oh, sorry.  Go ahead.

15            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yeah, this is Director Ruiz.  I

16   know some of the people who spoke earlier mentioned

17   AR-15s.  Are we selling AR-15s on that gun show?  Does

18   anybody know?

19            CEO RICHARDS:  I don't know the answer to that,

20   Robert.

21            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Well, probably not.  Anyhow,

22   true.  I know, I've been to these gun shows, and there's

23   a lot of safety classes that are being provided to

24   people who attend these things.  I ran into this

25   individual in public who when we met each other, I
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 1   introduced myself and I told him I was part of the Board

 2   and he wanted to thank me without even knowing me, for

 3   the shows that are being put out on the fairgrounds

 4   because of the safety courses that him and his wife were

 5   able to take because of that gun show.

 6            Again, you know, we're not selling guns during

 7   Fair time.  That's the way some people are making it

 8   sound like.  We're not doing that, and we're abiding by

 9   all the state regulations.  And getting rid of our gun

10   show, if we were to do that here, as a Board, which

11   we're not here at this moment, this doesn't solve the

12   problem that we have in California as far as gun

13   violence.

14            I have lost family members to gun violence.

15   But this doesn't solve our problem.  So, you know,

16   again, I've been to it.  Safety classes are being

17   offered to people there.  I'm going to take a safety

18   class from that place.  So just, you know, it's not all

19   what it seems to be like some speakers made it out to

20   be.  And so I just want to make sure that we're not --

21   that people know that we're not selling anything illegal

22   out of these things, and people can't just walk in there

23   with an AR-15 and walk out.  I want to make that clear.

24   That's all.

25            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Hi, this is Sandra

�

0118

 1   Cervantes.  And I just wanted to make a quick comment.

 2   I've never been to the gun show, yet, but I do remember

 3   a few years ago Director Barbara Bagneris went and was

 4   raving about safety component that Director Ruiz is

 5   talking about and even purchased an actual gun, I

 6   believe.

 7            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Sandra.

 8   Thank you, Director Cervantes.  Thank you, Director

 9   Ruiz, and Director Aitken.  Any other additional

10   comment?

11            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yeah.  I mean, the only

12   reason I'm asking operationally for Michele to envoke

13   the high-profile event policy is because it enables her

14   to have the conversations with the sheriff's department

15   with our local stakeholders about the issues that I'm

16   raising.  And I think that's important.  I think the

17   more that we can show that we've dotted our I's and

18   crossed or T's on a safety measure with public safety

19   during a pandemic, that is a positive step that we

20   should be taking.

21            On a second note, if we are not enforcing our

22   mask policy during Flying Miz Daisy and during a

23   potential Orange County Fair, we are not -- we are

24   violating current CDC policy.  So -- I mean, I

25   understand saying we don't want to open up that door.
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 1   That door should not even be cracked, that door should

 2   be closed.  So Michele, are we not enforcing mask

 3   wearing when people are going and walking around in a

 4   very crowded --

 5            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Director Aitken, I

 6   think the issue is -- nobody is insinuating that the

 7   fairgrounds is not enforcing their mask law.  Actually,

 8   that's something you're insinuating by invoking this

 9   other policy.  I -- I mean, I know that there's signage

10   everywhere, staff is wearing masks, everybody on the

11   facility site is wearing a mask.

12            It is state law that anybody who enters a state

13   facility needs to wear a mask, so, I mean, I think the

14   very fact that you ask to enforce -- or to enact that

15   policy for this one particular event is making the

16   accusation.  Nobody here is saying that they're not

17   enforcing it.

18            (Simultaneous Speaking.)

19            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  I thought you said if we talk

20   about this we might be opening the door for mask policy

21   enforcement during the Orange County Fair.

22            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  No.  I'm saying why

23   would we enact this if we're already enforcing it?  The

24   way I see it is enacting that policy is we're looking

25   for a loophole to not hold the gun shows.
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 1            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Oh, I don't think it's a

 2   loophole.  I think it's actually just taking extra steps

 3   to go through that part of our Board policy to make sure

 4   that we're having the appropriate conversations during a

 5   pandemic.  It's nothing to do -- I mean, I think that we

 6   should be doing this.  I don't -- I can't imagine that

 7   we have more of a high-profile policy event than the one

 8   that we're having now.

 9            If we're just asking operationally, if it's

10   something that we can do to take the extra steps to

11   protect the public and to protect our neighbors on this

12   property, it does not -- there's no cost associated with

13   it.  It is not something that will, I think -- I mean

14   it's more conversations for our staff.  But I think

15   they're important conversations to have to protect our

16   community.

17            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Do you have a copy of

18   that policy in front of you?  Because I need to see what

19   policy is in it's entirety.

20            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes, it's Board Policy 6.04,

21   and so it talks about when can the Fair & Event Center

22   treat an event as high-profile and one of the events

23   talks about noise, lighting, traffic congestion, but it

24   also talks about public safety, crowd control, and

25   public safety measures, and it goes through and it
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 1   outlines steps that are questions that we should be

 2   asked in making that full analysis about

 3   whether something, you know, whether all the, as I said,

 4   I's are dotted and T's are crossed.

 5            And I think these are actually really important

 6   questions that we should be asking for events such as

 7   these, including conversations with our neighbors, and

 8   our neighbor stakeholder, the Chair, which obviously

 9   you'd be included in these conversations.  And it also

10   puts into place several protections for the Orange

11   County fairgrounds, payment in full, distribution of the

12   security plan to the Fair & Event Center staff.

13            I'm just concerned that because the Health Care

14   Agency approved a security plan, we should invoke our

15   own policy that means that we are also having

16   conversations and making sure that we approve that plan.

17   It's not --

18            (Simultaneous Speaking.)

19            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And Michele -- they

20   didn't approve a safety plan, they just approved a

21   health -- you know, the Health Care Agency has to

22   approve having any event at this point because of the

23   current stage of Orange County in terms of tiers so they

24   basically just approved the opening or operating of this

25   event.
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 1            They're not approving a safety plan.  It is the

 2   policy of the OC Fair & Event Center that people have to

 3   be masked in order to attend an event on our property.

 4   I believe that -- I was part of the Governing Committee,

 5   and I believe that the reason we included that policy

 6   was for high-profile events such as political events

 7   where we might be hosting a sitting president or

 8   something like that, not for an event that doesn't even

 9   bring in 100,000 people over a weekend.  So --

10            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  That's not what the policy

11   says.

12            (Simultaneous Speaking.)

13            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  In that case that

14   policy should apply to everything that takes place on

15   the fairgrounds.

16            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Well, it wouldn't apply to

17   everything that takes place on the fairgrounds or else

18   it wouldn't be a high-profile event policy.  It would

19   just be an event policy.

20            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Is this the policy

21   that is at the discretion of the Board to implement or

22   to --

23            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  I think it's operational.

24   That's why I'm asking Michele if she could go through

25   some of these extra steps.  I think that this is kind of
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 1   the -- one of the reasons that we invoked this policy.

 2            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And it is my

 3   recommendation that we don't go through those steps for

 4   this particular event.  So -- Michele, you can comment,

 5   if you --

 6            CEO RICHARDS:  No.  I just want to clarify

 7   something.  I think it's important for all the Board

 8   members to understand that, yes, you are correct that

 9   the Orange County Health Care Agency approves all events

10   moving forward on the fairgrounds looking at it from a

11   COVID health and safety perspective.

12            The promoter of the gun show is required to

13   submit a detailed security plan to the Orange County

14   Sheriff's Department.  And the sheriffs have approved

15   that plan.  So county health care doesn't approve the

16   security plan.  I just wanted to clarify that.

17            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  So who's in charge of

18   enforcing mask wearing on our property?

19            CEO RICHARDS:  That would be our staff, our

20   security staff, our event staff that are, you know,

21   on -- boots on the ground.

22            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Okay.  Thank you.

23            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Any other comment from

24   the Board before we throw it on the consent calendar?

25   Hearing that there is none, can I get a motion to
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 1   approve the consent calendar?

 2            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  I so move, Sandra.

 3            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  A second?

 4            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Doug, second.

 5            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Can you

 6   please call roll call, or please --

 7            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  A point of clarification.

 8   This is a draft contract, so we're not voting to approve

 9   this contract; correct?

10            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I think this is a

11   voting to approve the contract.  The event takes place

12   in March.

13            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Okay.  Thank you.  And can we

14   pull this item, I guess, from the consent calendar and

15   then move the rest of the consent calendar, would that

16   be okay, Chair?

17            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I don't -- I mean, is

18   that necessary?  I feel like we're going to have this

19   conversation again in March, and the event is going to

20   be about a week later.  So we should probably just deal

21   with the issue now.  Is there anything outstanding,

22   Chair Aitken -- or Director Aitken?

23            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  No.  I'm just saying can we

24   then just table this specific contract and move the rest

25   of the consent calendar?

�

0125

 1            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I would prefer not to

 2   pull it.  Any other comments from the Board on pulling

 3   it, or the benefits of pulling it?  At this time I would

 4   like to take the consent calendar as a whole.  Summer,

 5   can you please take roll call?

 6            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?

 7            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.

 8            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?

 9            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.

10            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes?

11            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.

12            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz?

13            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.

14            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Aitken?

15            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  I'm voting no because it

16   contains this contract, which I do not approve.  But I

17   would approve the rest of the consent calendar.

18            SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Director Kovacevich?

19            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yes.

20            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.

21            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I just want to say

22   thank you to everybody who came and spoke on this issue.

23   I know gun violence is a very -- it's a personal issue

24   to many people, including myself.  Safety is key, and

25   approving this contract is no -- in any way not saying
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 1   that we don't care about the things you care about.

 2            So thank you for coming today before the Board

 3   and we appreciate you participating in this meeting.  At

 4   this time I'd like to move on to agenda Item 10B.  And

 5   we have a presentation commemorating Black History

 6   Month.  At this time I'd like to turn it over to

 7   Community Affairs Committee, Director Kovacevich and

 8   Director Ruiz.

 9            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  All right.  Give me one

10   second.  Sorry.  While I pull up my notes.  Okay.  Thank

11   you, Chair Rubalcava-Garcia.  Appreciate the opportunity

12   to present for Black History Month.  You know, this is

13   another opportunity for the Board and specifically the

14   Community Affairs Committee to, you know, showcase an

15   important part of the Orange County community, which is

16   the members of our community who are black and should be

17   extra celebrated this month.  Should be celebrated all

18   of this month and so we put -- we put together this

19   presentation.

20            And I'll narrate the first half, and then I'll

21   turn it over to Director Ruiz.  If we go to the next

22   slide.  All right.  So Black History Month was

23   established to recognize and celebrate the achievements

24   of African Americans and their role in US history.

25            Let's see if I'm in the right -- I think we go
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 1   to the next slide.  Sorry.  Oh, no.  This is the slide.

 2   Okay.  We got everyone there.  So let's go through the

 3   pictures here from left to right.  Sorry.  Last idea, I

 4   messed up there.  Okay.  We have Maya Angelou, poet and

 5   activist.  We have Martin Luther -- Dr. Martin Luther

 6   King Jr., minister and activist.  Muhammad Ali, boxer

 7   and activist.  George Washington Carver, agricultural

 8   scientist.

 9            And on the bottom row from left to right we

10   have Harriet Tubman, abolitionist and activist.

11   President Barack Obama and First Lady Michele Obama.  We

12   have Rosa Parks, of course activist, and we have

13   Frederick Douglass, who was an abolitionist and a public

14   speaker.  So that was some great folks from our history.

15            Next slide here we have, you know, we're

16   showing a major part of the African-American history in

17   California.  It started with the second great migration

18   where African Americans residing in the southern part of

19   the United States who were trying to escape extreme

20   racism and segregation migrated North and West including

21   to Southern California to better their lives with job

22   opportunities in the thriving industrial revolution.

23            From 1940 to 1970 approximately five million

24   African American took part in the migration.  And by

25   1970 approximately 750,000 had settled in the Los
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 1   Angeles area alone.  Onto the next slide.  All right.

 2   On this slide we are going to look at some prominent

 3   Orange County Black leaders.  And in our county it's

 4   only 2.1 percent African-American population.  But there

 5   are many who have reached prominent leadership status

 6   here in Orange County.

 7            So going, again, left to right.  We have here

 8   Mayor Leticia Clark from the City of Tustin.  We have

 9   Chancellor Linda Rose from Santa Ana College, and from

10   the OC Black Chamber, President Bobby McDonald, also a

11   board member for the Heroes Hall Veterans Foundation.

12   We have some local leaders and on this slide we have

13   just as of a few weeks ago, our new Secretary of State

14   Shirley Weber who was just sworn in by Governor Gavin

15   Newsom.

16            And then speaking of Heroes Hall, we have here

17   Lieutenant Colonel Robert Friend was one of the last

18   surviving members of the distinguished group of pilots

19   known as the Tuskegee airmen.  He was assigned to the

20   332nd fighter group and was stationed in Europe during

21   World War II.  As a skillful pilot of the P47 and P51

22   single engine planes Lieutenant Colonel Friend flew as

23   the wingman for the commodore of the group, Colonel

24   Davis.

25            Lieutenant Colonel Friend also served as combat
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 1   operations officer at the squadron and group levels.  In

 2   this capacity he was responsible for planning and

 3   organizing the implementation of strategic and tactical

 4   air missions for the organization.  Bob loved flying so

 5   much that he opted to stay in the military for the next

 6   30 years, also serving in Vietnam.  He later headed up

 7   the unidentified aerial phenomena program which

 8   identified UFOs brought to the attention of the Air

 9   Force.

10            Lieutenant Colonel Friend left the military in

11   1972 and moved to Irvine at the time of his death on

12   June 21st, 2019 at the age of 99.  Lieutenant Colonel

13   Robert Friend was one of just 12 remaining Tuskegee

14   airmen.  We are very honored to have Bob Friend

15   represented -- or represent the World War II veterans at

16   the groundbreaking ceremony at Heroes Hall.  Now I'll

17   turn it over to Director Ruiz to finish the

18   presentation.  Thank you, Director.

19            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Great.  Thank you, Director

20   Kovacevich.  As we see here in slide number seven, hold

21   on.  I want to make sure we're on the right slide, and

22   I'm on the right page here.  Okay.  In 1994 George

23   Carver because the first African American to earn a

24   Bachelor of Science degree from Iowa State University.

25   Impressed by Carver's research, his professors asked him
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 1   to stay on for graduate study, and he earned his

 2   master's degree in agriculture.

 3            From tradition started centuries ago, George

 4   Washington Carver, African-American farmer who changed

 5   his life through Southern California throughout the

 6   state.  The local programs listed here teach kids and

 7   adults how to farm sustainable and healthy fruits and

 8   vegetables as well as teach how to cook healthy dishes

 9   with fruits and vegetables that they cultivate.  Move on

10   to slide number eight.

11            Also here is some more history here in this

12   slide here.  Some interesting facts about Black History

13   Month:  Black History Month started as Black History

14   Week launched by the Black US Historian, Carter G

15   Woodson in 1926.  In 1976 president Gerald Ford

16   officially recognized Black History Month which is also

17   celebrated in Canada in February and in October in

18   Ireland, the Netherlands and the United States Kingdom.

19            The cartoon character Betty Boop was a

20   depiction of Ester Jones, an African-American jazz

21   singer and actress from Harlem, New York.  The Lone

22   Rangers real name was Bass Reeves who was born a slave

23   and escaped to an Indian territory during the Civil War.

24   Next slide here is how can we observe Black History

25   Month?  We ask ourselves, and there's many ways of doing
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 1   it, of course.

 2            What are some of the interesting ways we can do

 3   that is one is to explore the art of Ernie Barnes and

 4   his famous painting that's shown in the credit for the

 5   1970s show, Good Times.  One of my favorite paintings,

 6   the other one too is read the writings of Langston

 7   Hughes, deep in the Harlem Renaissance movement was also

 8   well known for his poetry -- his poetry writing.

 9            Also, listen to the sounds of Billie Holiday

10   known for songs like God Bless the Child, and Blue Moon

11   or the music of John Coltrane best known for his album,

12   Love Supreme.  Also a Motown -- Motown is a classic

13   label known for artists like Stevey Wonder, Diana Ross,

14   The Supreme's, Marvin Gayve and many, many more.

15            Philadelphia Soul is music based out of

16   Philadelphia and known for artists like and O'Jays.  If

17   you want to be inspired, listen to Martin Luther King's

18   I Have a Dream, and last and number five and if you find

19   time hopefully to support many of the Black-owned

20   businesses not only here throughout Orange County but

21   throughout the State of California of course.  Now we go

22   to slide number 10.

23            Support your Black-owned businesses, as I

24   mentioned.  There's tons of them.  More than, you know,

25   most people would know and I want to thank Bobby
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 1   McDonald for providing these to us here.  As you see the

 2   list we have plenty of good places to eat.  Roscoes

 3   Chicken N Waffles, Hambone's BBQ Bar and Grill, which I

 4   like.  I've been there.  It's absolutely delicious.

 5            So again, there's a list.  If you want to, you

 6   know, take them down, please do so, and by all means, go

 7   and patronize places.  They have great food and they

 8   provide a great service as well.  So move on to the next

 9   slide.  So while the Black community only makes about

10   2.1 percent of Orange County's population -- makes up

11   double that amount in attendance at the annual OC Fair.

12            We are grateful to the Black community for the

13   many contributions to the Orange County, and

14   particularly to their support of the OC Fair & Event

15   Center.  And we just want to, you know, keep our doors

16   open, and, you know, to the Black community and keep

17   celebrating the history of the Black community as we

18   move forward here.  And that concludes our report for

19   this slideshow here.  I want to thank the staff and

20   everybody, Michele helped put it together and thank

21   Director Kovacevich for helping me out with this.  Thank

22   you.

23            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director

24   Ruiz and Director Kovacevich.  I also want to just kind

25   of just throw a shout out to Thane Hollman who I know
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 1   he's a OC Fair staff.  I know he was instrumental in

 2   supporting the Board and putting this presentation

 3   together in celebration of Black History Month.  So

 4   thank you, Thane.

 5            CEO RICHARDS:  And Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, we

 6   have the video that was submitted to us to commemorate

 7   Black History Month on behalf of the OC Black Chamber.

 8            SECRETARY ANGUS:  I will switch over the

 9   screen.  If you give me just a moment.

10            (OC Fair Board Black History Month Appreciation

11   Video from OC Black Chamber 2021)

12            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, and I

13   believe we have one public comment on this topic or

14   agenda item.

15            SECRETARY ANGUS:  We do.  Reggie Mundekis, when

16   you're ready.

17            REGGIE MUNDEKIS:  Hi.  I'm Reggie Mundekis and

18   thank you for this opportunity to address you on this

19   matter.  I congratulate this Board on recognizing our

20   diverse communities with this presentation and a prior

21   presentation for Hispanic Heritage Month.  These

22   presentations and commemorations remind us of where we

23   have been, what we have accomplished, and what's remains

24   to be accomplished.

25            We can keep looking forward by commemorating
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 1   other groups which represent our diverse communities

 2   throughout our years.  Each of these commemorations can

 3   be an opportunity to build bridges in these communities

 4   which can bring new business and visitors to our OC

 5   fairgrounds.

 6            Some ideas include a welcome -- celebrating

 7   Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day in March which fits

 8   well with the mission of Heroes Hall.  A celebration of

 9   Cesar Chavez Day in March which also ties into our

10   agriculture mission.  Celebrating Asian-American and

11   Pacific Islander Heritage Month in May and

12   Filipino-American History Month in October to celebrate

13   our broad Asian and Filipino communities, by the way Sea

14   Food City in Irvine which is a great supermarket is a

15   Filipino supermarket.

16            The California Sikh community has their

17   Sikh-American awareness appreciation month in November

18   along with Native American Heritage Month.  The Sikh

19   temple in Santa Ana has a food bank which has been

20   serving people throughout the pandemic, and Sikhs are

21   also represented in the Central Valley as farmers and

22   truck drivers and also Costa Mesa was home to

23   Native-Americans before we all moved in here and took

24   away their home.  So just some things to think about to

25   keep the ball rolling and keep us moving forward at
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 1   representing our diverse Orange County communities.

 2   Thank you.

 3            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Reggie.

 4   Those are great suggestions.  Thank you, everybody.  So

 5   moving on to Action Item C, review of the OC Fair

 6   planning and consideration and vote on the 2021 dates.

 7   And this is an action item.

 8            CEO RICHARDS:  Okay.  I think I can take it

 9   from here.  Since the August 2020 Board of Directors

10   meeting, staff has made monthly presentations regarding

11   planning for the 2021 OC Fair.  During last month's

12   Board meeting, Directors La Belle and Cervantes

13   suggested it might be prudent to consider moving the

14   Fair dates to the fall to allow more time for Orange

15   County to reach that required 70 percent immunity level

16   that we're all looking for.

17            At that meeting, Chair Rubalcava-Garcia

18   requested that the item be placed on this agenda for

19   discussion by the Board.  So I know it's been a very

20   long meeting, and we appreciate everyone's patience.

21   I'm just going to very quickly run through the few

22   slides that we presented last month regarding the return

23   of the 2020 OC Fair.

24            So I'll remind the Board that when we submitted

25   and the Board approved our 2021 budget, it included a
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 1   Fair based on 50 percent attendance and based on

 2   conversations and research by the OC Health Care Agency,

 3   the agency believes that our ability to host a Fair with

 4   75 percent attendance is quite reasonable by July.  So

 5   we put together a plan A, which is we're calling it a

 6   Modified Plus Fair that would include a 23-day Fair,

 7   tickets purchased in advance, a 45,000 per person cap in

 8   attendance per day.

 9            The Fair would be dark on Mondays and Tuesdays

10   and run our normal dates which next year would be

11   July 15 through August 14.  If that trend in immunity is

12   not moving in the right direction by April then our

13   recommendation would be to move to a plan B and that

14   would be to look at fall dates.  Since the Board meeting

15   in January, we have had discussions with our major Fair

16   partners.  And we have been able to secure dates

17   beginning in late August through the third week of

18   September.  And I'll expand a little bit more in a

19   minute.

20            If by July we're still not trending in the

21   right direction then our plan would be to go to plan C,

22   which would be to pivot to a drive-thru Fair experience,

23   sort of like a kicked-up version of the Fair Food Drive

24   drive-thru that we did this past fall.  Okay.  So plan A

25   includes -- sorry.  July 16 through August 15, 23-days,
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 1   Mondays and Tuesdays dark.

 2            Last month the Board approved ticket pricing

 3   Wednesdays and Thursdays at twelve dollars, Friday

 4   Saturday and Sunday at fourteen dollars and then of

 5   course seven dollars for kids and seniors.  Again,

 6   45,000 per day attendance cap, tickets purchased in

 7   advance online.  We would suspend super-pass sales so

 8   that we obviously could control that attendance

 9   every day.

10            The Pacific Amphitheater and Hanger, the county

11   health care believes that both of those venues will be

12   able to have full capacity by July.  But again, we would

13   make adjustments if need be.  We are not advocating for

14   programming the Action Sports Arena.  We will use that

15   for back-of-house storage.  We're looking at moving the

16   pig races to Park Plaza.  Again, it's a very, very

17   popular event, but it will give us a lot more room in

18   Park Plaza.

19            We're not going to put up an Explorium tent

20   this year but we will still have the kids programming

21   and that will move to another area.  And then the

22   programming inside our buildings, the exhibits -- the

23   competitive exhibits and shopping, will shuffle around a

24   bit.  And of course our marketing and communications

25   teams will launch a robust campaign to educate our Fair
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 1   goers on how to fair this year.

 2            Concessionaires and merchants will be adjusted

 3   to fit the new attendance level.  We're not going to

 4   need as many as we typically have since we'll be at an

 5   attendance cap per day.  Our gate procedures will change

 6   with potential new scanning equipment that will help

 7   move those lines much more quickly and provide for much

 8   more social distancing.

 9            We're talking about being able to park on-site

10   and at Orange Coast College if we do the Fair in the

11   summer.  I talked about Action Sports Arena for

12   back-of-house storage.  And then there will be obviously

13   some overall layout changes that will be necessary.  And

14   just some follow-up items.  We are, again, working with

15   the Orange County Heath Care Agency on mandates for

16   wearing masks.

17            Vaccinations is probably -- proof of vaccine is

18   probably not something that is logistically possible for

19   us but again, we're working with the Health Care Agency

20   as that new information emerges as well.  Limited

21   on-site sales for those who don't have access to

22   computers.  We're looking at all of our community give

23   back programs to see how we might be able to integrate

24   those into a post-COVID world.  And then we're -- we've

25   reforecast our budget for the Board to consider as well.
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 1   And then, of course, continuing to work on lots and lots

 2   of details.

 3            So as I mentioned, we have been able to secure

 4   some back up dates for late August, September, if the

 5   Board chooses to do that.  But we feel it would be very

 6   important as the Board discusses this topic today to

 7   focus on some important considerations.  So August 25th

 8   through September 19th dates have been secured if we

 9   decide to go to a plan B Fair.

10            But the Board should consider the availability

11   of other key partners and contractors, and our team is

12   working to get those confirmations as we speak.  The

13   number of Fair dates possible in the Summer is 23.  It

14   would be cut by two if we did a fall Fair, and the Board

15   should consider the profitability of each.

16            Just to give you a rough idea, if we are able

17   to have the Summer Fair, we're looking at the Fair

18   generating about 13 million dollars in net proceeds

19   compared to a September Fair which would be about 11

20   million dollars.  Okay.  Now that's not -- that's not

21   the bottom line for the budget.  That's just the Fair

22   pulled out from there.

23            The overall budget if we are -- if we're able

24   to have the Fair in the Summer, would be flat.  And if

25   we move to the fall, our bottom line for the entire year
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 1   budget we're projecting would come in at about a 2.4

 2   million dollar loss for the year.  The Board should

 3   consider the availability of off-site parking.  We rely

 4   heavily on Orange Coast College and Davis Elementary to

 5   park vehicles and shuttle our patrons in.  Unfortunately

 6   in the fall, that wouldn't be available as those schools

 7   will be back in session and the amount of traffic that

 8   might be generated in the area because of that as well.

 9            We will most definitely need to secure paid

10   off-site parking not paid for the patron rather, but

11   paid for the OC Fair & Event Center and hire shuttles to

12   bring our guests in.  So that would be a, you know,

13   significant added expense.  Many of you have read in the

14   news over the last couple of days that our main Southern

15   California theme parks like Disneyland and Six Flags

16   have announced openings in the spring.  Certainly the

17   county's need to possibly use us as a vaccination

18   site might be taken into considering.

19            We would advocate if we did fall dates to move

20   our junior livestock auction to coincide with the end of

21   the school year, which is when the students are ready to

22   show their animals and bring them to market.  So we

23   would make that a separate event outside of Fair.  We

24   already have a number of events already booked in

25   September representing about 845,000 dollars in
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 1   projected revenue.  If these events cannot be rebooked,

 2   obviously that would be lost revenue.  And our sales

 3   team is working on seeing if there's a possibility to

 4   rebook those.

 5            The Pacific Amphitheater concerts and the

 6   possibility of having a summer and a fall series, but

 7   the Board should understand that the sound limits will

 8   change in the fall and they become much stricter outside

 9   of those typical Summer Fair dates.  The Board should

10   also consider if we do a Fair in the fall, school will

11   be in session and what will the impact on our attendance

12   be?

13            And since we rely so heavily on high school

14   students, college students, and teachers for our

15   seasonal employment, will those people be available in

16   the fall as well?  Certainly whether is a consideration.

17   We have such beautiful weather mid July to mid August

18   and then it quite often gets much warmer late in August

19   and into September.  You know, as we continue to work

20   closely with the OC Health Care Agency, what are those

21   requirements going to be -- continue to be for mandatory

22   face covering and our responsibility to monitor and

23   enforce that.

24            And then, you know, if we do move to the fall,

25   the opportunity to plan programming around a new fall
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 1   festival theme is pretty interesting too.  So those are

 2   kind of some of the big picture items that we would

 3   request the Board to consider as they debate whether to

 4   maybe hold off another 45 to 60 days to make a decision

 5   or whether a decision might be made to, you know, to go

 6   with a fall Fair today.  So.  Happy to ask -- answer any

 7   additional questions the Board might have.

 8            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, CEO

 9   Richards, for that updates.  Any comment or question

10   from the Board before we take public comment?

11            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Natalie, this is Doug.

12   I'd like to hear the public comments first, if you don't

13   mind before we -- I've got a series of questions I would

14   like to ask, but I'd like to get input from those in

15   attendance first.

16            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Great

17   suggestion, Director La Belle.  Summer, can we please

18   take pulic comment?

19            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Sure.  We have Dr. Jeffrey

20   Horn, followed by Reggie Mundekis, Wess Alcot, and

21   Heather Hernandez.  Dr. Horn, when you're ready.

22   Dr. Jeffry Horn?  You're muted.  Okay.  I'll circle

23   back.  I'll go to the next of speaker.  Reggie Mundekis,

24   when you're ready.

25            REGGIE MUNDEKIS:  Hi.  Reggie Mundekis.  Thank
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 1   you for this opportunity to address you today.  I am not

 2   understanding something about what's proposed to do for

 3   the Fair when it's held in the normal time slot or later

 4   in the year.  The issue is regarding the use of the Pac

 5   Amp and the Hanger.  The overall Fair event is going to

 6   be socially distanced with reduced capacity, both for

 7   vendors, concessionaires, and patrons.  However, the

 8   proposal is that the Pac Amp and the Hanger will be sold

 9   at full capacity.

10            I don't understand how this will work because

11   both of those venues when sold at full capacity, have

12   people sitting shoulder to shoulder, not moving.  In

13   addition both of these venues sell food, beverages, and

14   alcohol which require a patron to remove their mask to

15   consume.  So we are having a closed, packed, seated

16   event where people are eating and drinking while they

17   are listening to music.

18            So I'm trying to work through how this is going

19   to safe and the inconsistency with the way the entire

20   event is being presented.  And I also need to go check

21   the sound monitoring agreement regarding the sound

22   limits.  I recall that there's two types of sound limits

23   for Fair time and for year-round when year-round is at a

24   lower level.

25            Fair time is a little bit higher level because
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 1   you have the background noise of the Fair.  So I'm

 2   thinking that if the Fair was moved later in the year,

 3   the Fair time limits would apply regardless of the fact

 4   that it's -- the Fair is being held later in the year.

 5   You know, so let me just check that, but I do have

 6   questions about how we'er doing the Pac Amp and the

 7   Hanger at full capacity.  I'm just not understanding

 8   that.  Thank you.

 9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Reggie.  Wes

10   Alcott, when you're ready.

11            WES ALCOTT:  Yes.  Thank you.  So actually I

12   have kind of a speech planned for this, but Ms. Richards

13   had mention in thing that you guys are taking into

14   consideration the junior livestock option.  My goal was

15   to talk to you guys about making sure that livestock was

16   part of you guys's planning for the Fair given that

17   these kids have spent so much time and effort with their

18   projects and that they all look forward to it.

19            And I know a lot of you Board members come to

20   the auction and you come to the different shows and you

21   kind of see that.  Is there any way just to confirm that

22   yes, the livestock shows and auction is in your plan for

23   July, if that happens?

24            CEO RICHARDS:  If the July Fair is able to

25   happen, yes, we would do the junior livestock auction as
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 1   normal.  If we have to move the Fair dates to the fall,

 2   we would still do a junior livestock event either

 3   virtually or in person to coincide with the end of the

 4   school year so that the students don't miss out on that

 5   opportunity.

 6            WES ALCOTT: Great.  Great.  Thank you so much.

 7   I really do appreciate you taking matters into account.

 8            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Thank you, Wes.

 9   Heather Hernandez, when you're ready.

10            HEATHER HERNANDEZ:  Hello, this is Heather

11   Hernandez.  And yeah I was also just going to bring up

12   the livestock.  I have kids in 4-H in the county.  And

13   one thing I'm a little concerned about, you were talking

14   about potentially moving livestock to coincide with the

15   end of the school year if you have to have a fall Fair.

16            And I think that that might not work for a lot

17   of kids because they already -- their animals won't be

18   big enough to sell at the end of the school year which

19   is May because they all got their animals to be ready in

20   July.  So another consideration you might think of is

21   holding the junior livestock in the same sort of time

22   frame so that the kids animals are actually ready for

23   the junior livestock option at a normal time.

24            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Heather.  One more

25   call for Dr. Jeffrey Horn, when you're ready.
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 1            JEFFREY HORN:  Yeah.  Sorry.  I was having

 2   technical problems before.  So, yeah, I'm actually in

 3   agreement with the last person, you know, making sure

 4   that the animals are here to be ready for Fair.  So if

 5   it's possible, if you don't have a tradition OC Fair in

 6   July to maybe plan to have the, you know, livestock show

 7   at that time because that's when the animals were

 8   prepped and, you know, when they're bought for the

 9   purpose of being ready for the livestock show.

10            I certainly have some questions in regards to

11   the auction itself, whether it be an in-person auction

12   or not or that it have to be an online silent action,

13   which is certainly less preferable.  Because these kids

14   rely on trying to at least recoup some of the money that

15   they spent on these animals in feeding and caring for

16   them.  I do also have questions in regards if we do have

17   a traditional Fair for the parents to make sure that

18   they are going to be there to be with the children of

19   the system but also be able to watch them perform.

20            And also making sure that there is adequate

21   place, spacing for the parents of that kind of that back

22   area, you know, that we had traditionally just to know

23   there'll be some social distancing guidelines and what

24   not in making sure there's adequate space for them

25   because it can get sometimes to be a little bit crowded
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 1   at times.  As well as adequate sanitation for, you know,

 2   for, you know places where people wash their hands and

 3   dishes and things like that have been problems in

 4   previous years.

 5            Just really important to make sure that no

 6   matter what we do that there is a junior livestock show

 7   for these kids.  They've missed out completely last

 8   year.  Virtual Fairs just is don't cut it.  And it's

 9   extremely important to make sure that they can still get

10   the experience for a lot of these kids who are still in

11   online only school.  This is their only time outside of

12   the home, and it's the only time there's really like any

13   interaction with their peep in person probably socially

14   distance and it's crucial for them to make sure that

15   they get this experience that they need.  And thank you

16   very much.

17            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  Chair

18   Rubalcava-Garcia, that concludes public comment on this

19   time.

20            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, everybody,

21   for your comments and feedback on the Fair.  Thank you,

22   Michele, for your presentation and update.  Is there any

23   other questions from the Board on this topic?

24            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Natalie, I have a few

25   questions I'd like to ask and a couple of issues that
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 1   I'd like to raise to the Board's consideration.  I guess

 2   this is this listed on the agenda as an action item, so

 3   we could provide some policy direction to staff should

 4   the Board so desire to do that, am I correct in that?

 5            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.

 6            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  First question I

 7   have the same question that Reggie has raised in terms

 8   of her comments.  You know, on the one hand, we're go

 9   going to be practicing social distancing.  We're going

10   to be limiting the number of attendees.  You're going to

11   have to, you know, book your time at the Fair ahead o

12   time, et cetera, et cetera, et cetera.

13            And yet we're contemplating full capacity in

14   the Pacific Amphitheater and the Hanger.  How is that

15   going to work and meet the county requirements relative

16   to face masks and everything else that we're going to

17   need to bring into account?

18            CEO RICHARDS:  I think that's a great question.

19   Director La Belle.  Keep in mind that that full capacity

20   was based on projections given to us by Dr. Chau and his

21   team at the OC Health Care Agency.  The 75 percent

22   capacity is something that staff has recommended for the

23   Fair overall.  At the time the Health Care Agency was

24   also suggesting that we would not necessarily need to

25   cap attendance for the Fair either, but we felt it was
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 1   prudent to do that.

 2            So I'll just reiterate, again, that while the

 3   full capacity in the Hanger and the Amphitheater are

 4   possible, that's something that we may not be able to

 5   predict at this point, and we're going to watch the

 6   numbers closely.  We're going to continue to work very,

 7   very closely with the OC Health Care Agency and make the

 8   appropriate adjustments as new information becomes

 9   available to us.

10            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  I'm --

11   I'm a glass is half full guy, but right now my glass is

12   sort of cracked, and I'm normally pretty much an

13   optimism but there seems to be so much continuing

14   confusion out there relative to vaccinations and supply

15   et cetera, et cetera that I do have some concerns.  What

16   is the Board's absolute drop dead date in terms of

17   deciding whether it will be a Summer Fair or whether it

18   will be a fall Fair.

19            CEO RICHARDS:  Yeah.  Last year the Board had a

20   special meeting.  I believe it was held on April 11th of

21   last year -- made the decision to cancel the 2020 OC

22   Fair.  I think we've set a go/no go date.  It absolutely

23   cannot go later than that.  We just have too many moving

24   pieces to be able to, you know, to make that call.

25   Although, you know, a lot can change in those 45, 50
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 1   days.  So I would say at the very latest looking at that

 2   week right after Easter would be preferable.

 3            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Now, when is Disneyland

 4   going to open?  What is their current schedule been

 5   approved because that obviously would be a very good

 6   template to follow in terms of protocols and things like

 7   that.

 8            CEO RICHARDS:  Right.  There haven't been, to

 9   my knowledge, please, someone, correct me if I'm wrong.

10   There has been a specific date that has been pinpointed

11   but both Six Flags and Disneyland indicated spring.

12   That they would be reopening in the spring, and I know

13   Six Flags indicated they would be reopening all of their

14   theme parks and amusement parks throughout the country

15   in the spring.

16            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  And now, Michele, it's my

17   understanding that San Diego Fair will hot be held this

18   year, nor will the LA county Fair, is that a fair

19   statement?

20            CEO RICHARDS:  Yes.  So both San Diego and LA

21   have indicated to us that they are not in a position to

22   have a full Fair this year but they are both hoping to

23   have some sort of a Fair like celebration in the fall,

24   but, you know, dates have not been announced and plans

25   are not in place that, you know, have been shared with
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 1   us at this time.

 2            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  What is precluding us

 3   from considering moving it either even later into the

 4   fall.  I understand obviously the later you go, the

 5   weather gets more problematic.  But if we were to go in

 6   late September to say mid October, what would precludes

 7   us from doing that?

 8            CEO RICHARDS:  Well, it certainly doesn't

 9   preclude us, but we would not be able to have RCS

10   partner with us.  They have commitments for two of the

11   Fairs in Arizona.  Mainly, the Arizona State Fair, which

12   will take place beginning I think it's October 3rd is

13   their start date.

14            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Are there other options

15   available to the Board besides RCS or are we limited by

16   our contract with them?

17            CEO RICHARDS:  I don't believe we are limited

18   by our of contact.  You know, Ken, you can verify that.

19   He knows that contact very well, but the problem would

20   be the availability of a comparable carnival as you can

21   imagine, lots of Fairs throughout the United States are

22   clamoring for back up dates for the fall.  So I think it

23   would be very -- I don't think that we should count on a

24   carnival that could service us being available in

25   October.
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 1            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Have we had any

 2   conversations with the entertainment folks relative to

 3   moving concerts to the fall those dates that you

 4   outlined and maybe having a combination of both some

 5   during the summer and some on into the fall.  We had

 6   some earlier speakers on other items seem to express an

 7   interest in maybe, you know, in maybe expanding it even

 8   further.  Obviously that becomes a revenue producing

 9   opportunity if we can.  Has Dan or Lisa had any

10   conversations in that regard?

11            CEO RICHARDS:  Yes.  Ongoing conversations.  In

12   fact, they have conversations everyday with the agents,

13   and so while we still have some dates booked for the

14   summer, I believe there are 11 bookings for a summer

15   concert series.  But, you know, the possibility of doing

16   a fall series is very much in play.

17            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Just to comment on

18   the rest for the rest of the Board and yourself on

19   moving it to when after school is started.  That is not

20   necessarily going to be a problem at least from my

21   perspective.  The LA County Fair has always been

22   starting basically the first week of school.

23            And from my Chino Hills Days, we had Chino

24   Hills Day at the Fair just like we have the cities in

25   Orange County.  And what we did, we had a very active
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 1   community committee and they did a Sponsor a Bus

 2   program, you know, whatever the amount was.

 3            And on that Chino Hills Day at the Fair we had

 4   literally thousands -- well not thousands but a couple

 5   thousand grade school kids from Chino Hills that

 6   attended the Fair and they -- our community services

 7   department and public services -- we had a very

 8   extensive interactive program that we did at the Fair.

 9            They don't do that anymore, but I can certainly

10   get all of the background information on that program

11   and how it worked and I would do that and --

12            (Simultaneous Speaking.)

13            And I guess my last question is whether the

14   Fair is in July, August, September, October, I think

15   it's important that the Board establish some protocols

16   for what we're going to do when the Fair takes place

17   relative to obviously we'll meet whatever state

18   requirements are placed upon us by the governor's office

19   and what county requirements are placed upon us.

20            But the Fair, itself, is not an essential

21   service.  It's obviously very important to the

22   community, but we need to make sure that those that are

23   in attendance at the Fair are fully masked, that

24   protocol is handled.  And you mentioned earlier that

25   vaccinations may not be a requirement, explain that to
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 1   me a little bit, in terms of, you know, how we can --

 2   how we can best make sure that we keep the Fair as safe

 3   for all of our patrons as we possibly can.

 4            And, again, I think the Board needs to, not

 5   necessarily today, but maybe next month for sure we need

 6   to say okay, when we have a Fair, these are the

 7   protocols that are going to be in place.  And that may

 8   very well mean that certain individuals will not want to

 9   attend or be able to attend because of those protocols,

10   but as important as it is, it's a -- the Fair is a

11   nonessential type of activity.

12            CEO RICHARDS:  Sure.  Let me take a couple of

13   questions that you asked or issues that you brought up.

14   I tend to agree with you about the school field trip

15   opportunities with school back in session.  I know that

16   LA County Fair has been very, very successful with that

17   over the years and, you know, our team will certainly

18   coordinate with theirs on how best to do that.

19            But the concern is with school in session

20   because we are surrounded by schools.  That, you know,

21   Vanguard students would be back in session.  Orange

22   Coast College would be back in session.  Costa Mesa High

23   School, Costa Mesa Middle School, and Davis Elementary

24   School will all be back in session.  So, yes, while that

25   might have an effect on the attendance during the day,
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 1   the bigger concern is the lack of availability of

 2   off-site parking that we count on quite a bit.

 3            And the added expense of trying to find

 4   off-site parking, which has not been very successful,

 5   and if that's the case then we would have to pair back

 6   our attendance expectation so that we know that we can

 7   park people in our interior lots without negatively

 8   impacting the area sounding the fairgrounds because

 9   there'll be lots of additional traffic in the area with

10   school in session and the Fair going on.

11            With regard to proof of vaccination, it seems

12   like such a great idea, and I, you know, I'm certainly

13   an advocate until you start to look at the operational

14   aspects of it.  The county health care in Orange County

15   has potentially been working on an app that will produce

16   a, you know, a proof of vaccination.  They're not there

17   yet.  And that's just Orange County.

18            We know that we have visitors to the OC Fair

19   from all over the state and out of the country as well,

20   so the ability for our staff to be able to effectively,

21   you know, check for proof of vaccination is rather

22   daunting.  In addition to that, if the county can reach

23   that herd immunity level, county health care will deem

24   it safe for people to gather again.  If we don't reach

25   that herd immunity, then there's -- then we won't get
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 1   approval to move forward with the Fair no matter what

 2   the dates.

 3            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Michele, with the -- with

 4   the vaccinations, those that are vaccinated do get a

 5   card that indicates that when they had their first shot,

 6   when they had their second shot, and sort of like a,

 7   almost like a driver's license for that matter.  So

 8   there is some fairly simple certification, so you might

 9   want to look into that as well as the matter progresses.

10            I'd be interested in hearing from other Board

11   members as to what their thoughts are around the social

12   distancing and other protocols that we would have in

13   place.

14            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Are there any other

15   Board members who would like to comment on this item?

16            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  This is Director Aitken, just

17   to respond to Director La Belle.  You know, I think that

18   we need to empower our staff and those temporary, full-

19   or part-time employees to be enforcing the CDC

20   guidelines on mask wearing.  We don't know what those

21   are going to be or whether we can open them.

22            But I just think we need to -- it's very hard

23   to look at this right now when we don't know whether

24   we're going to have vaccines for under 65 by August or

25   whether we're going to be fighting this into the fall,
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 1   potentially, I know none of us want to say it, but into

 2   2022.  But I think as long as we empower our staff and

 3   the employees to enforce the current CDC guidelines,

 4   we're just going to have to do the best that we can.

 5            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.  This is Director Ruiz.  I

 6   totally agree with Director Aitken.  You know, it's --

 7   we're going to have our people who are going to give our

 8   staff -- you know, people who work in the Fair -- a hard

 9   time for not wanting to wear a mask.  That will help,

10   unfortunately.  So, you know, whatever we can do to

11   empower them like Director Aitken said, I'm all for that

12   because we want safety not only for the people coming in

13   but as well the people who are going to be working the

14   grounds as well.  So I'm all in favor.

15            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  This is Doug, again.  I'm

16   going to be conversing with Newton, Nick, and Robert to

17   see if there's any interest in doing a Beach Boys

18   tribute band, and if there is, with a little bit of

19   luck, we'd probably be ready for 2024 and 2025 at the

20   latest.  So I'll report back on that later.

21            (Simultaneous Speaking.)

22            CEO RICHARDS:  We'll save a date, performance

23   date for you.

24            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I'd pay for that.

25            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Too cute.  Too cute.  This
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 1   is Sandra, and I think that one of the things that we

 2   need to go ahead and make sure that, you know, we all

 3   feel good about is that the approach when a restaurant

 4   is open you have to walk in with a mask and then you sit

 5   down and then you have to take it off to go ahead and

 6   eat.

 7            When you're at the airport, which I've been at

 8   the airport a lot lately, it's kind of like the same

 9   thing.  People buy Starbucks and then the mask is off

10   for that reason.  And most of what happens at the Fair

11   really is food.  So the great part is that we have so

12   much space.  And I think with Disneyland opening pretty

13   soon and us invited to explore the what if possibility

14   and whatever is it that they have in place we should be

15   able to go and duplicate a lot of things that are

16   working and make them work.

17            But for example, even touching on people that

18   have the vaccine.  I'm not quite sure that that's even a

19   topic of conversation because there's so many people

20   that will not have the vaccine or choose not to have the

21   vaccine.  And I'm not quite sure that we can even make

22   that a condition of in, you know, any shape or form.

23            So a lot of great things to talk about and

24   think about, but I think that at the and of the day

25   there's a lot of other places that are already in place
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 1   with specific procedures.  And we just need to make sure

 2   that the people coming to the Fair are going to feel

 3   comfortable being around other people that don't have

 4   their masks on while their eating or so on because

 5   that's just a fact impact.  It's what's happening.

 6            CEO RICHARDS:  I think you bring up some very,

 7   very good points, Director Cervantes.  And, you know,

 8   our staff has spent months and months researching those

 9   safety protocols, those health and safety protocols and

10   developing materials.  And it really goes back to our

11   marketing and communications plans to educate people on

12   how to fair, what's going to be required when you come

13   to the OC Fair so that we can present a healthy and safe

14   environment for everyone.

15            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Great.  Thank you.

16   And, you know, maybe this is an item because of the

17   level of information that we need to review and the

18   Board needs to focus on this one topic, you know,

19   perhaps we can limit what we have on the agenda for

20   March and just fully focus on -- on this issue.  I mean

21   the Fair is one of the most important events that we

22   host every year, and it's a community-building event.

23            And we're also working on, you know, helping

24   economic development around the area.  So I think if we

25   can focus on this thoughtful topic and, you know,
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 1   provide feedback and also get answers for you based on

 2   some of the questions today.  We can work -- why don't

 3   we work on that for next month?

 4            CEO RICHARDS:  I think time is only going to

 5   help us with more information as it comes out.  We know

 6   it.  It seems to change on a daily basis, so I think

 7   it's very smart to take the time to, you know, gather as

 8   much information as possible.

 9            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.  So we'll

10   table this item if there is no objection to that -- to

11   March.  Okay.  I'm going to move on to agenda Item 10D,

12   which is the committee ad hoc reports -- or the

13   committee liaison reports.  At this time I'd like to

14   report on the Leadership Committee.  Director La Belle,

15   do you have anything to add on the Leadership Committee

16   front?

17            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  No, not at this time,

18   other than Doug Lofstrom is continuing his information

19   gathering on behalf of the committee and the Board and

20   progress is being made, and I have nothing further at

21   this point in time beyond that.

22            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  And Doug

23   Lofstrom actually wanted to be here today to give an

24   update, but I'm just going to briefly -- because I know

25   that we're already into a 3:00 o'clock hour, I'm going
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 1   to go ahead and just briefly give an update.

 2            At the last meeting the Board of Directors

 3   approved unanimously that we would go ahead and move

 4   forward with an equestrian center market study.  Just to

 5   asses the property -- oh, sorry.  Just to asses the

 6   property Doug Lofstrom is working on this initiative for

 7   the Fair.  He has provided an update on operating

 8   models.  He's researching files.

 9            He has been working with the trainers and

10   boarders.  There's a survey that will be going into

11   marketing among that community.  They're a very

12   important part of the equestrian center.  So we want to

13   keep them very engaged.

14            The tentative EQC study schedule is as follows:

15   February it's research and assessment.  March, he will

16   continue researching.  He'll provide an evaluation and

17   develop financial documents for the Board to review.  In

18   April he will develop a preliminary EQC study and then

19   in May, he will review preliminary EQC study with the

20   Leadership Committee and the full Board of Directors.

21            So that's all that I have today on that front.

22   Any questions or comments from the Board on that?

23   Hearing that there are none, we will go ahead and move

24   on to the Financial Monitoring Committee.  Is Director

25   Bagneris on the call?
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 1            SECRETARY ANGUS:  I don't believe she is.

 2            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Do we have a

 3   report from that committee, Michele?

 4            CEO RICHARDS:  We do, and it's included in my

 5   CEO updates.  So I can go over those numbers.

 6            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.  We'll go

 7   ahead and defer to that update.  Facilities Committee,

 8   Director Aitken or Director Ruiz?

 9            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  I don't have anything to report

10   unless Director Aitken has anything, and I have to cut

11   out because I have another 3:00 p.m. Zoom meeting.  It

12   already started, so my apologies.  See you all next

13   month.

14            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Bye.  Thank you.  And

15   Director Aitken, no updates on that front?  Okay.  The

16   Governance Committee, we have no updates at this time.

17   Director Cervantes, anything to go add on that front?

18            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Nothing on that front.

19            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Community

20   Affairs Committee, Director Kovacevich?

21            DIRECTOR Kovacevich:  Hi.  Really quick

22   summary:  We met on February 16 to discuss next steps

23   following our report to the Board in January, and as a

24   result we recommended that the Board review and discuss

25   its May 2019 resolution regarding the Pride flag --

�

0163

 1   Pride Month and flag and display of the flag.

 2            And to vote, we recommended to vote either to

 3   reaffirm or amend, which happened today and you were all

 4   here for.  So that was the only work that our committee

 5   did, and now that we were able to reach a resolution on

 6   that, we look forward to advancing some of the other

 7   causes in the time between now and the next meeting.

 8   Thank you.

 9            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you Director

10   Kovacevich.  Centennial Farm Foundation, any updates

11   Director Cervantes?

12            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  No, not at this time.

13            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Heroes

14   Hall Veterans Foundation, any updates Vice Chair La

15   Belle?

16            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  No, not at this time.

17   CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Thank you.  I

18   know we are going into a six-hour meeting, and I

19   apologize.  If we can just hang on for a few more

20   minutes.  CEO Richards is going to provide us with her

21   CEO updates.

22            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Pardon me, Chair

23   Rubalcava-Garcia, we have two members of the public.

24            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Thanks for

25   bringing me back to center, Summer.
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 1            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Reggie Mundekis, when you're

 2   ready.

 3            REGGIE MUNDEKIS:  Hi.  Reggie Mundekis speaking

 4   regarding Community Affairs Committee.  So I'm going to

 5   keep it really short.  Now that we have the messiness of

 6   the flag issues behind us, I'm looking forward to seeing

 7   how the committee comes together to bring more diversity

 8   of both events and patrons to the fairgrounds and opens

 9   up the OC Fair and other events to allow our OC

10   businesses and restaurants to participate and make

11   money.  Thank you.

12            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Reggie.  Gibran

13   Stout, when you're ready.  Gibran, you're muted.

14            GIBRAN STOUT:  Sorry about that.  Can you hear

15   me?

16            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.

17            GIBRAN STOUT:  Okay.  I couldn't get to the

18   right screen.  Just real quick, appreciate the working

19   with Doug Lofstrom on the research and assessment, I'm

20   curious if there's any sort of timeline on when the

21   workshop and the workshops and surveys are going to be

22   doing.  So I don't know if there was a timeline on that,

23   I was just curious about that.  So that's it.  Thanks.

24            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia,

25   That's it for public comment.
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 1            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Director -- I'm sorry.

 2   CEO Richards.

 3            CEO RICHARDS:  All right.  I'll run through

 4   this very quickly.  I know everyone is exhausted, but it

 5   is important information.  For the first month of the

 6   new year, the period ending January 31, 2021, revenue is

 7   favorable to budget by 42,000 dollars.  This was due to

 8   higher-than-projected event rental activities.

 9            So we'll be beginning to see more approvals on

10   events, outdoor events.  Expenses were also favorable to

11   budget by over one million dollars.  Now I know this

12   seems like a very high number, but several department

13   expenses for the budget year of 2021 are front loaded in

14   January, so this variance will obviously normalize

15   throughout the year.  The best example of this is our

16   budget for capital and major projects of 825,000 dollars

17   was all budgeted in January, so --

18            Cash and cash equivalents at the end of January

19   was 40.255 million dollars.  That's a 25.6 percent

20   decrease over the same period last year.  And just as

21   we've done throughout the last year, we will continue to

22   provide a budget reforecasting on a monthly basis.  So

23   our original 2021 budget included a net loss of 11.8

24   million dollars.

25            Our reforecasting as of January 31st is now a
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 1   net loss of 6.65 million.  This closes a gap quite a

 2   bit, and is based on our ability to have a Fair this

 3   year with 75 percent attendance capacity rather than the

 4   originally budgeted 50 percent capacity from the

 5   original budget.  Okay.  Everybody please be sure to

 6   visit ocfair.com for these and other upcoming events.

 7   All the information you need is there.

 8            Please help us welcome to Centennial Farm two

 9   sets of these adorable Angora kid goats.  These are not

10   lambs, they're goats and a litter of piglets that was

11   born on Valentine's Day.  They'll be making their debut

12   on the pig cam on our website very soon.

13            And while Heroes Hall continues to be closed,

14   we want the public to be sure to visit our website for a

15   virtual tour including that of the current Private

16   Charles Miller watercolor exhibit.  Okay.  And mark your

17   calendars for virtual Imaginology, April 19th through

18   the 25th.  Full details coming at next month's Board

19   meeting.  And that concludes our report.

20            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, CEO

21   Richards.  Now I'm going to go ahead and go to agenda

22   Item 11, Board of Directors matter of public -- of

23   information.  Can we start with Director Aitken?

24            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Sure.  Thank you, everyone,

25   members of the public for hanging in for such a long
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 1   meeting.  Your input is so important.  No new things to

 2   report.  Just want to wish everybody -- can't wait for

 3   Imaginology.  Loved the last slide, but wishing

 4   everybody health, safe next month until we see you

 5   again.  Thank you so much for coming.

 6            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Director

 7   Kovacevich?

 8            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yes.  Thank you all for

 9   attending and hanging in, as Director Aitken said.  And

10   thank you, Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, for managing this

11   meeting.  I know that probably took a lot of effort, the

12   rest of us could go off video and you had to be on the

13   whole time managing the schedule, so thank you.

14   Tremendous job and also thank you to the staff and CEO

15   Richards, you guys always do a tremendous job.

16            And a lot -- a lot got done today.  So we

17   should feel good about our work this week, and look

18   forward to seeing everybody next month.  Stay safe, and

19   take care, everyone.  Thank you.

20            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Director

21   Cervantes?

22            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Thank you.  Well, great

23   job, Director Rubalcava-Garcia.  This was a brutal

24   meeting, not for us, but I think for everybody else who

25   had to stay on the line for such a long time.  But a lot
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 1   of important items to be covered.

 2            And I want to really say thank you and

 3   appreciate Michele and her team, and especially Summer

 4   for an outstanding job of her kindness with the public

 5   during this pandemic.  So thank you, everybody, for

 6   everything that everybody does, and stay safe.

 7            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Vice Chair

 8   La Belle?

 9            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.  Ditto everything

10   that's been said, Sandra and everyone else.  I want to

11   thank Nick and Robert for a fine job they did in terms

12   of both the presentation on the Black History Month.  I

13   thought this was extremely interesting, and I was very,

14   very pleased with that.  And then your work on the flag

15   issue and now we'll move forward.

16            And I do concur with the Chair that next month

17   will be a good time to really spend some quality time

18   focusing on where we're going with the Fair and what the

19   requirements are going to be.  Stay safe, everybody, And

20   we'll talk soon.

21            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Vice Chair

22   La Belle.  And I just want to thank all of the Board

23   members for all of their time and dedication to the

24   Fair.  I know this is a voluntary appointment, so I

25   appreciate all of your efforts.  So thank you and, of
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 1   course, to the staff, thank you for all you do.

 2            And just one reminder, cookie season -- Girl

 3   Scout cookie season is still going, and it's actually

 4   been extended, so make sure you support Girl Scouts.

 5   It's a great organization.  They support headship among

 6   girls, and it's Women's History Month coming up in

 7   March.  It's a very nobel thing, so thank you all.  The

 8   next Board meeting is March 25th, and this meeting is

 9   adjourned.

10            (Whereupon, the OCFEC Board of Directors

11   Meeting was hereby adjourned at 3:15 p.m.)
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		294						LN		11		3		false		             3    have moved agenda Item 10A up before closed session so				false

		295						LN		11		4		false		             4    that those who wish to speak before the Board don't have				false

		296						LN		11		5		false		             5    to wait so long to do so for when the Board comes back				false

		297						LN		11		6		false		             6    from closed session.  So there will still be general				false

		298						LN		11		7		false		             7    comment after.  This is only for agenda item 10A, which				false

		299						LN		11		8		false		             8    is discussion of the displaying of flags at the Orange				false

		300						LN		11		9		false		             9    County Fair & Event Center.				false

		301						LN		11		10		false		            10             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  I am going to read a				false

		302						LN		11		11		false		            11    list of names from the -- from the chat and then the				false

		303						LN		11		12		false		            12    speakers that called out their names as well.  After				false

		304						LN		11		13		false		            13    that, if I did not call your name, I'd ask that you				false

		305						LN		11		14		false		            14    please let me know.				false

		306						LN		11		15		false		            15             I have Jeff LeTourneau, Harvey Liss, Mike				false

		307						LN		11		16		false		            16    Gasca, Peg Corley, Brent Argo, Yvonne, Erin McCall,				false

		308						LN		11		17		false		            17    Joanne Weiss, Glenda Galvan Garcia, Miliana Singh,				false

		309						LN		11		18		false		            18    Julia, Bonnie Lee, Bethany Webb, Carla Montgomery,				false

		310						LN		11		19		false		            19    Sandra Massino, Susan Meyer, Reggie Mundekis, Chris, Jim				false

		311						LN		11		20		false		            20    Maldonado, Jerilynn, Wendy Leece, Stephanie Camacho-Van				false

		312						LN		11		21		false		            21    Dyke, Kellie Anne, and then there was a Jean.  Did I				false

		313						LN		11		22		false		            22    miss anyone?				false

		314						LN		11		23		false		            23             TODD MARTIN:  Yeah, can you get Todd Martin on				false

		315						LN		11		24		false		            24    there?				false

		316						LN		11		25		false		            25             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Todd.				false

		317						PG		12		0		false		page 12				false

		318						LN		12		1		false		             1             JIM MALDONADO:  Yes, and actually Brent Argo				false

		319						LN		12		2		false		             2    didn't want to speak.  I'm Jim Maldonado.  I'm his				false

		320						LN		12		3		false		             3    husband.  It's just Jim Maldonado that wants to speak,				false

		321						LN		12		4		false		             4    not Brent Argo.				false

		322						LN		12		5		false		             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Thank you, Brent.				false

		323						LN		12		6		false		             6             THERESA NGUYEN:  This is Theresa Nguyen.				false

		324						LN		12		7		false		             7             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Theresa Nguyen?				false

		325						LN		12		8		false		             8             THERESA NGUYEN:  Yes, please.				false

		326						LN		12		9		false		             9             SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Piper.				false

		327						LN		12		10		false		            10             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, how many				false

		328						LN		12		11		false		            11    speakers is that at this time?				false

		329						LN		12		12		false		            12             SECRETARY ANGUS:  27, if I counted correctly.				false

		330						LN		12		13		false		            13             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Due to the				false

		331						LN		12		14		false		            14    large number of public speakers on this item, we're				false

		332						LN		12		15		false		            15    going to go ahead and allot two minutes to everybody who				false

		333						LN		12		16		false		            16    wishes to speak before the Board today.  Before we get				false

		334						LN		12		17		false		            17    started, is there anybody else who would like to speak				false

		335						LN		12		18		false		            18    on agenda item 10A.  This is specifically for 10A and				false

		336						LN		12		19		false		            19    not for general public comment.				false

		337						LN		12		20		false		            20             KELLIE AVAKIAN:  It's saying that the amount of				false

		338						LN		12		21		false		            21    speakers is maxed and so there's two to three other				false

		339						LN		12		22		false		            22    people that would like to get on it.  I can give you				false

		340						LN		12		23		false		            23    their names if possible, but they're unable to get to				false

		341						LN		12		24		false		            24    the Zoom call.				false

		342						LN		12		25		false		            25             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.				false
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		344						LN		13		1		false		             1             CEO RICHARDS:  Also we have a board member who				false

		345						LN		13		2		false		             2    is also trying to get on.  Once again, if you are a				false

		346						LN		13		3		false		             3    member of the OC Fair & Event Center staff or any of our				false

		347						LN		13		4		false		             4    partners, I'm going to ask, please, that you leave the				false

		348						LN		13		5		false		             5    Zoom call so that we can make room for -- for at the				false

		349						LN		13		6		false		             6    very least our board member trying to get on and then				false

		350						LN		13		7		false		             7    other members of the public who wish to speak.				false

		351						LN		13		8		false		             8             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And Summer, is there a				false

		352						LN		13		9		false		             9    way to increase capacity or is 100 our max?				false

		353						LN		13		10		false		            10             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'm going to defer to Jason				false

		354						LN		13		11		false		            11    on that.				false

		355						LN		13		12		false		            12             JASON JACOBSEN:  I'm working on that as we				false

		356						LN		13		13		false		            13    speak right now.				false

		357						LN		13		14		false		            14             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  So why don't we				false

		358						LN		13		15		false		            15    go ahead and get started with public comment for now?				false

		359						LN		13		16		false		            16    I'm just going to go ahead and read our general public				false

		360						LN		13		17		false		            17    comment statement since we are taking public comment on				false

		361						LN		13		18		false		            18    agenda Item 10A.  And then I'm going to go ahead and				false

		362						LN		13		19		false		            19    turn it over to the Community Affairs Committee so that				false

		363						LN		13		20		false		            20    they can present on this item.  That's Director Ruiz and				false

		364						LN		13		21		false		            21    Director Kovacevich.				false

		365						LN		13		22		false		            22             Matters of public comment is allowed on issues				false

		366						LN		13		23		false		            23    not on the current agenda.  However, no debate from the				false

		367						LN		13		24		false		            24    Board shall be permitted on such public comments and no				false

		368						LN		13		25		false		            25    action will be taken on such public comment items at				false

		369						PG		14		0		false		page 14				false

		370						LN		14		1		false		             1    this time as law requires formal public notice prior to				false

		371						LN		14		2		false		             2    any action on docket item.  Speakers are requested to				false

		372						LN		14		3		false		             3    sign in prior to the start of the meeting and are				false

		373						LN		14		4		false		             4    limited to three minutes.				false

		374						LN		14		5		false		             5             At this time we're limiting it to two due to				false

		375						LN		14		6		false		             6    the large number of commenters today.  Comments will be				false

		376						LN		14		7		false		             7    accepted on agenda items during the meeting.  Speakers				false

		377						LN		14		8		false		             8    wishing to address the Board on items on the agenda are				false

		378						LN		14		9		false		             9    requested to sign in prior to the start of the meeting				false

		379						LN		14		10		false		            10    and identify the agenda item on which you desire to				false

		380						LN		14		11		false		            11    address the Board.  Speakers are limited to two minutes				false

		381						LN		14		12		false		            12    today and this is just for agenda Item 10A.				false

		382						LN		14		13		false		            13             I would like to turn it over at this time to				false

		383						LN		14		14		false		            14    Director Ruiz and Director Kovacevich.				false

		384						LN		14		15		false		            15             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Thank you, Chair Rubalcava.				false

		385						LN		14		16		false		            16    Thank you for this opportunity for allowing us to speak				false

		386						LN		14		17		false		            17    during this such important event here before us.  We've				false

		387						LN		14		18		false		            18    had several meetings throughout the year in regards to				false

		388						LN		14		19		false		            19    this issue.  As you all know in May of that last year --				false

		389						LN		14		20		false		            20    2019, I apologize -- we adopted to fly the LGBTQ Pride				false

		390						LN		14		21		false		            21    flag.				false

		391						LN		14		22		false		            22             And so when the committee was formed with				false

		392						LN		14		23		false		            23    Director Kovacevich and I, we got a lot of emails, phone				false

		393						LN		14		24		false		            24    calls of people wanting us to either keep it flying or,				false

		394						LN		14		25		false		            25    you know, fly other flags or consider doing other things				false
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		396						LN		15		1		false		             1    to include other people as well.  So on the 16th of this				false

		397						LN		15		2		false		             2    year, we had a meeting.  And so the committee decided to				false

		398						LN		15		3		false		             3    bring it back to the Board for discussion -- for				false

		399						LN		15		4		false		             4    discussion and action whether we want to amend this flag				false

		400						LN		15		5		false		             5    issue or we affirm it.				false

		401						LN		15		6		false		             6             So we wanted to bring it back to the Board				false

		402						LN		15		7		false		             7    because of all the, you know, people that reached out to				false

		403						LN		15		8		false		             8    us whether via e-mail, phone calls, what have you.  So				false

		404						LN		15		9		false		             9    that's the reason why we brought it up.  And so Director				false

		405						LN		15		10		false		            10    Kovacevich and I discussed it, and we wanted to bring it				false

		406						LN		15		11		false		            11    for the entire Board and have a discussion on this so we				false

		407						LN		15		12		false		            12    can move forward with this and discuss other issues that				false

		408						LN		15		13		false		            13    we need to focus on regarding diversity.  So with that,				false

		409						LN		15		14		false		            14    I'll turn it over to Director Kovacevich, if he has				false

		410						LN		15		15		false		            15    anything else.				false

		411						LN		15		16		false		            16             DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Thank you, Director Ruiz.				false

		412						LN		15		17		false		            17    And yeah, just to echo your comments, you know, the				false

		413						LN		15		18		false		            18    Community Affairs Committee and the Board of Directors				false

		414						LN		15		19		false		            19    feels like there's a lot of things that we need to be				false

		415						LN		15		20		false		            20    working on for the Fair and for the community.  However,				false

		416						LN		15		21		false		            21    this flag issue seems to continue to take a lot of time				false

		417						LN		15		22		false		            22    away from those issues.  So we did make the decision				false

		418						LN		15		23		false		            23    that we just want to bring this back to the Board.				false

		419						LN		15		24		false		            24    There was the resolution made a year ago, as you				false

		420						LN		15		25		false		            25    mentioned -- or in 2019.				false
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		422						LN		16		1		false		             1             So, you know, basically we're recommending that				false

		423						LN		16		2		false		             2    the Board either affirm, reaffirm, or amend that				false

		424						LN		16		3		false		             3    resolution.  That way we can move on from this flag				false

		425						LN		16		4		false		             4    issue and no longer will it continue to come up and				false

		426						LN		16		5		false		             5    distract from other issues that we're looking to				false

		427						LN		16		6		false		             6    accomplish.  So we know that this is obviously a big				false

		428						LN		16		7		false		             7    turn out for public comment.  We look forward to hearing				false

		429						LN		16		8		false		             8    from the public.				false

		430						LN		16		9		false		             9             The Board has been briefed with a lot of				false

		431						LN		16		10		false		            10    material, including the survey, all of the e-mails that				false

		432						LN		16		11		false		            11    we've received, comments from previous meetings.  So the				false

		433						LN		16		12		false		            12    Board is hopefully very well informed to be able to make				false

		434						LN		16		13		false		            13    a decision and most importantly put this matter behind				false

		435						LN		16		14		false		            14    us so we can continue to focus on other priorities going				false

		436						LN		16		15		false		            15    forward throughout the rest of this year.				false

		437						LN		16		16		false		            16             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director				false

		438						LN		16		17		false		            17    Kovacevich and Ruiz.  Are there any other comments from				false

		439						LN		16		18		false		            18    the Board before we turn it over to public comment?  At				false

		440						LN		16		19		false		            19    this time, Summer, can you please take the first				false

		441						LN		16		20		false		            20    speaker?				false

		442						LN		16		21		false		            21             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Sorry.  Chair Rubalcava, I				false

		443						LN		16		22		false		            22    had my hand raised.  I'd like to make a brief comment				false

		444						LN		16		23		false		            23    before public comment.  I really want to -- when I first				false

		445						LN		16		24		false		            24    saw this on the agenda, it was a little trepidation, but				false

		446						LN		16		25		false		            25    I really want to thank you, Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, and				false

		447						PG		17		0		false		page 17				false

		448						LN		17		1		false		             1    the committee for bringing this forward because I agree				false

		449						LN		17		2		false		             2    with the committee chairs in that I think it's important				false

		450						LN		17		3		false		             3    that everyone's voice is heard.				false

		451						LN		17		4		false		             4             And so for those of us that have joined us over				false

		452						LN		17		5		false		             5    the last year, I think it's really important that they				false

		453						LN		17		6		false		             6    don't feel that their voices are ignored.  And I think				false

		454						LN		17		7		false		             7    this really brings finality, hopefully, to this issue.				false

		455						LN		17		8		false		             8    But I want to start with a bit of background before				false

		456						LN		17		9		false		             9    public comment.				false

		457						LN		17		10		false		            10             The flag was raised in 2019 after a former				false

		458						LN		17		11		false		            11    Board member raised the issue, and it wasn't in a				false

		459						LN		17		12		false		            12    vacuum.  It was in wake of the post night club shooting.				false

		460						LN		17		13		false		            13    More locally, the 2018 murder of teen Blaze Bernstein.				false

		461						LN		17		14		false		            14    And so a lot of prominent spaces around Orange County				false

		462						LN		17		15		false		            15    were looking for a unifying symbol to pronounce that in				false

		463						LN		17		16		false		            16    these spaces all are welcome.				false

		464						LN		17		17		false		            17             In the same year, we hosted our Out at the				false

		465						LN		17		18		false		            18    Fair, which was wildly successful and a strong statement				false

		466						LN		17		19		false		            19    from our Board about the inclusivity of our property for				false

		467						LN		17		20		false		            20    out LGBTQ patrons and their families, but that summer				false

		468						LN		17		21		false		            21    was not without controversy.  We saw that right after				false

		469						LN		17		22		false		            22    the raising of the Pride flag, it was torn down and				false

		470						LN		17		23		false		            23    stolen, not in an act of unity but in an act of hate.				false

		471						LN		17		24		false		            24             And I'm bringing that up as a Catholic, we're				false

		472						LN		17		25		false		            25    in the middle of, you know, for me, my lenten season,				false
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		474						LN		18		1		false		             1    and I always appreciate the seasonal call to reflect on				false

		475						LN		18		2		false		             2    what you have been and what you can be.  It's a time to				false

		476						LN		18		3		false		             3    realize that every year we're called to be a better				false

		477						LN		18		4		false		             4    version of the person that we were yesterday, and it's				false

		478						LN		18		5		false		             5    not an easy calling.				false

		479						LN		18		6		false		             6             And this issue has really made me reflect that,				false

		480						LN		18		7		false		             7    what is my calling?  And when I see the rainbow flag, I				false

		481						LN		18		8		false		             8    reflect on the single ray of light which refracts in				false

		482						LN		18		9		false		             9    different angles to make a rainbow.  And when I see				false

		483						LN		18		10		false		            10    God's light refracting on Earth to create mankind, I				false

		484						LN		18		11		false		            11    realize that he could have made us that we're all				false

		485						LN		18		12		false		            12    worshiping the same God.  That the color of our hair is				false

		486						LN		18		13		false		            13    the same.  We all speak the same language, but he				false

		487						LN		18		14		false		            14    didn't.				false

		488						LN		18		15		false		            15             And I believe that this is his greatest test.				false

		489						LN		18		16		false		            16    I think it's difficult to find common ground with those				false

		490						LN		18		17		false		            17    that are different from ourselves, but if we can see				false

		491						LN		18		18		false		            18    that we are all part of the same light, that is an				false

		492						LN		18		19		false		            19    important first step.  I see the flag, and I see myself				false

		493						LN		18		20		false		            20    as a Catholic, I see myself as a mother, I see myself as				false

		494						LN		18		21		false		            21    a woman.				false

		495						LN		18		22		false		            22             And I'm asking those that are opposed to this				false

		496						LN		18		23		false		            23    issue that -- to really look at a rainbow the next time				false

		497						LN		18		24		false		            24    you see one.  Do you have a favorite color?  Do you				false

		498						LN		18		25		false		            25    enjoy the rain that creates it?  Do you -- did you like				false
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		500						LN		19		1		false		             1    to collect rainbow stickers when you were a child?				false

		501						LN		19		2		false		             2             Can you find a piece of that rainbow outside of				false

		502						LN		19		3		false		             3    the whole that resonates personally with you?  Because				false

		503						LN		19		4		false		             4    the flag flying outside our building is just a piece of				false

		504						LN		19		5		false		             5    fabric.  And so, I guess, my ask would be to the public				false

		505						LN		19		6		false		             6    that we all find at least one thread in that flag's				false

		506						LN		19		7		false		             7    fabric that speaks to us, because if we can do that,				false

		507						LN		19		8		false		             8    that is progress, and that is why the flag is important.				false

		508						LN		19		9		false		             9    And I will be asking that we reaffirm the Fair Board's				false

		509						LN		19		10		false		            10    commitment to flying the LGBTQ flag.  Thank you.				false

		510						LN		19		11		false		            11             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director				false

		511						LN		19		12		false		            12    Aitken.  Any other comments from the Board before we				false

		512						LN		19		13		false		            13    open it up to public comment?  Hearing that there are				false

		513						LN		19		14		false		            14    none, Summer, can you please call on the first speaker?				false

		514						LN		19		15		false		            15             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  I'll call on the first				false

		515						LN		19		16		false		            16    few, so people are ready.  Jeff LeTourneau, followed by				false

		516						LN		19		17		false		            17    Bonnie Lee, Harvey Liss, and then Bethany Webb.  Jeff,				false

		517						LN		19		18		false		            18    when you're ready.				false

		518						LN		19		19		false		            19             JEFF LETOURNEAU:  Thank you.  First of all let				false

		519						LN		19		20		false		            20    me start by thanking Chair Rubalcava and the Board for				false

		520						LN		19		21		false		            21    their courageous step of flying this flag.  Hopefully				false

		521						LN		19		22		false		            22    with a third of my time, I'm not sure I'll get to but I				false

		522						LN		19		23		false		            23    want to really share one or two quick stories if I have				false

		523						LN		19		24		false		            24    time about how much I've been told that meant to so many				false

		524						LN		19		25		false		            25    people, mostly young and marginalized people who thought				false
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		526						LN		20		1		false		             1    their government was their enemy.				false

		527						LN		20		2		false		             2             I'm a 30-plus year activist of LGBTQ and AIDS				false

		528						LN		20		3		false		             3    activist in this county.  Thirty of those years I've				false

		529						LN		20		4		false		             4    lived with HIV and AIDS, so I have walked the walk and				false

		530						LN		20		5		false		             5    felt the oppression and therefore the need for this				false

		531						LN		20		6		false		             6    flag.  I remember the first Pride festival when the				false

		532						LN		20		7		false		             7    police offered to the people riding in cars in the				false

		533						LN		20		8		false		             8    parade if they wanted to wear Kevlar vests, and I				false

		534						LN		20		9		false		             9    remember getting dirty diapers thrown at us and ugly				false

		535						LN		20		10		false		            10    signs by the Traditional Values Coalition people.				false

		536						LN		20		11		false		            11             I remember the first AIDS walk, same thing.				false

		537						LN		20		12		false		            12    Little five-, six-year-old kids carrying signs "Gay.				false

		538						LN		20		13		false		            13    Got AIDS yet?"  The hatred and the trail was just				false

		539						LN		20		14		false		            14    dreadful.  I remember being ordered outside of the OK				false

		540						LN		20		15		false		            15    West Bar in Garden Grove and they'd just stand outside				false

		541						LN		20		16		false		            16    for an hour as they were checking IDs just pure police				false

		542						LN		20		17		false		            17    harassment sitting down the block pulling people over				false

		543						LN		20		18		false		            18    day after day after day after day as a form of				false

		544						LN		20		19		false		            19    institutionalized homophobia.				false

		545						LN		20		20		false		            20             And during all of this time and especially				false

		546						LN		20		21		false		            21    during the AIDS pandemic, you had Congressman Dornan and				false

		547						LN		20		22		false		            22    Congressman Dannemeyer and city/state senator Gil				false

		548						LN		20		23		false		            23    Ferguson, former Irvine mayor Christina Shea, and Lou				false

		549						LN		20		24		false		            24    Sheldon with the Traditional Values Coalition in				false

		550						LN		20		25		false		            25    positions of power, just relentless pounding and				false

		551						PG		21		0		false		page 21				false

		552						LN		21		1		false		             1    homophobia and AIDS phobia, lack of government services				false

		553						LN		21		2		false		             2    to help.  And so I hear, although this is the first				false

		554						LN		21		3		false		             3    meeting I've attended that the main reason for this is				false

		555						LN		21		4		false		             4    like why them and nobody us?  Well --				false

		556						LN		21		5		false		             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Jeff, that is				false

		557						LN		21		6		false		             6    time.				false

		558						LN		21		7		false		             7             JEFF LETOURNEAU:  Okay.  Just please just two				false

		559						LN		21		8		false		             8    more words.				false

		560						LN		21		9		false		             9             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, can we go				false

		561						LN		21		10		false		            10    ahead and -- I'd like Jeff to finish that one last				false

		562						LN		21		11		false		            11    statement, please.				false

		563						LN		21		12		false		            12             JEFF LETOURNEAU:  Yeah, yeah.  When people ask				false

		564						LN		21		13		false		            13    you know, why us?  It's because we've been through a				false

		565						LN		21		14		false		            14    long, hard winter and institutional recognition and				false

		566						LN		21		15		false		            15    government recognition they were part of that is just so				false

		567						LN		21		16		false		            16    very important.  Thank you, again, for the opportunity				false

		568						LN		21		17		false		            17    to speak.				false

		569						LN		21		18		false		            18             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.				false

		570						LN		21		19		false		            19             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Bonnie Lee, when				false

		571						LN		21		20		false		            20    you're ready.  I'll circle back.  Harvey Lee -- Harvey				false

		572						LN		21		21		false		            21    Liss, when you're ready.				false

		573						LN		21		22		false		            22             HARVEY LISS:  I'm ready.  I'm Harvey Liss --				false

		574						LN		21		23		false		            23             BONNIE LEE:  Oh, I'm sorry.  I'm sorry.  I				false

		575						LN		21		24		false		            24    didn't turn my -- if Harvey wants to go, he can.				false

		576						LN		21		25		false		            25             HARVEY LISS:  No, go ahead.  Go ahead, Bonnie.				false
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		578						LN		22		1		false		             1             BONNIE LEE:  Okay.  All right.  So I've only				false

		579						LN		22		2		false		             2    become an activist recently in the political democratic				false

		580						LN		22		3		false		             3    community, but I knew Blaze -- I didn't know Blaze				false

		581						LN		22		4		false		             4    Bernstein, but I certainly knew his family.  And taking				false

		582						LN		22		5		false		             5    down the sign would be such an affront to his memory and				false

		583						LN		22		6		false		             6    it's just giving into hate.				false

		584						LN		22		7		false		             7             I mean, I don't see the big difference to --				false

		585						LN		22		8		false		             8    and I know the real reason this came up is because of				false

		586						LN		22		9		false		             9    hate.  The same reason why our Capitol building was				false

		587						LN		22		10		false		            10    attacked.  I don't see any difference.  It doesn't				false

		588						LN		22		11		false		            11    matter to me that I'm not a member of the gay community.				false

		589						LN		22		12		false		            12    I -- I -- I -- to me, as a Jewish person, it's just as				false

		590						LN		22		13		false		            13    much an assault, an affront, you know, as if I were a				false

		591						LN		22		14		false		            14    member of that community.				false

		592						LN		22		15		false		            15             I think there's many people I know and love				false

		593						LN		22		16		false		            16    that would feel exactly the same way that I do.  So I				false

		594						LN		22		17		false		            17    just don't want the OC fairgrounds that I have been				false

		595						LN		22		18		false		            18    going to for every year to give in to that kind of hate				false

		596						LN		22		19		false		            19    and oppression.  There's too much going on in the world				false

		597						LN		22		20		false		            20    today that's so bad, and we almost had our own				false

		598						LN		22		21		false		            21    government overturned with an attempted coup.				false

		599						LN		22		22		false		            22             And it's those same people who are, from my				false

		600						LN		22		23		false		            23    perspective -- and the idea that it was even raise to				false

		601						LN		22		24		false		            24    take down the flag is an affront to freedom and liberty				false

		602						LN		22		25		false		            25    and basic human rights and dignity, from my perspective.				false
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		604						LN		23		1		false		             1    Okay.  That's what I wanted to say.				false

		605						LN		23		2		false		             2             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you,				false

		606						LN		23		3		false		             3    Bonnie.  Harvey, go ahead.				false

		607						LN		23		4		false		             4             HARVEY LISS:  Hi.  I'm Harvey Liss, a 45-year				false

		608						LN		23		5		false		             5    resident of Irvine.  So what's the purpose of flying the				false

		609						LN		23		6		false		             6    Pride flag?  Well, its purpose is to indicate that the				false

		610						LN		23		7		false		             7    LGBTQ community, a community that has been opposed for a				false

		611						LN		23		8		false		             8    very long time is welcome and safe.  My thread in the				false

		612						LN		23		9		false		             9    flag is the G, the green.				false

		613						LN		23		10		false		            10             Here's some additional history, which I was				false

		614						LN		23		11		false		            11    involved, local history.  On July 12th, 1988, then Mayor				false

		615						LN		23		12		false		            12    Larry Agran led the Irvine City Council to add sexual				false

		616						LN		23		13		false		            13    orientation to the city's human rights ordinance.  Only				false

		617						LN		23		14		false		            14    the third city in California to do so after San				false

		618						LN		23		15		false		            15    Francisco and Laguna Beach.  Immediately the forces of				false

		619						LN		23		16		false		            16    bigotry rose up and passed ballot measure M that removed				false

		620						LN		23		17		false		            17    sexual orientation from that same ordinance.				false

		621						LN		23		18		false		            18             I remember in the 1990s, young thugs from San				false

		622						LN		23		19		false		            19    Clemente would come up to Laguna Beach to beat up the				false

		623						LN		23		20		false		            20    gay guys as they were leaving the bars and dance clubs				false

		624						LN		23		21		false		            21    on Friday nights.  Fortunately, I was spared.  On				false

		625						LN		23		22		false		            22    September 30th, 1991, Governor Pete Wilson vetoed AB101				false

		626						LN		23		23		false		            23    that would have outlawed employment discrimination based				false

		627						LN		23		24		false		            24    on sexual orientation.  I was with hundreds of others				false

		628						LN		23		25		false		            25    who were chased by the cavalry armed with batons while				false
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		630						LN		24		1		false		             1    protesting outside LA City Hall during the governor's				false

		631						LN		24		2		false		             2    ill-advised visit.				false

		632						LN		24		3		false		             3             A year earlier in the background of a friend I				false

		633						LN		24		4		false		             4    had contributed 250 bucks to Wilson's election campaign				false

		634						LN		24		5		false		             5    on his promise to sign such a bill if elected.  Well, I				false

		635						LN		24		6		false		             6    was robbed.  On January 1st, 2000 the State's Fair				false

		636						LN		24		7		false		             7    Employment and Housing Act prohibited discrimination on				false

		637						LN		24		8		false		             8    housing and employment based on sexual orientation, thus				false

		638						LN		24		9		false		             9    overtly Irvine's discriminatory ordinance.				false

		639						LN		24		10		false		            10             Yes, flying the Pride flag is an				false

		640						LN		24		11		false		            11    important symbol of welcome and inclusion, especially to				false

		641						LN		24		12		false		            12    those who might have been fired, beaten up, or murdered				false

		642						LN		24		13		false		            13    in an earlier time and currently as well.  That time has				false

		643						LN		24		14		false		            14    resurrected for some of us under the Trump				false

		644						LN		24		15		false		            15    administration that frankly only illuminated that the				false

		645						LN		24		16		false		            16    impression lies ever-present just below the surface.				false

		646						LN		24		17		false		            17    That flag, if anything, is now needed more than ever.				false

		647						LN		24		18		false		            18    Thank you.				false

		648						LN		24		19		false		            19             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  Bethany Webb,				false

		649						LN		24		20		false		            20    when you're ready.				false

		650						LN		24		21		false		            21             BETHANY WEBB:  Hi.  Can you see me?				false

		651						LN		24		22		false		            22             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.				false

		652						LN		24		23		false		            23             BETHANY WEBB:  So I am the mother of a				false

		653						LN		24		24		false		            24    trans daughter who went to school with Blaze Bernstein				false

		654						LN		24		25		false		            25    at OCSA.  We live in Huntington Beach.  She actually				false
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		656						LN		25		1		false		             1    currently worked in Costa Mesa, but she was the same				false

		657						LN		25		2		false		             2    year as both Blaze and the person that took his life.				false

		658						LN		25		3		false		             3    The greatest fear that a mom has is somebody hurting her				false

		659						LN		25		4		false		             4    child.  And as the mother of somebody that's LGBTQ, a				false

		660						LN		25		5		false		             5    trans, I -- the most vulnerable -- I don't mean to take				false

		661						LN		25		6		false		             6    anything away from everybody else.  Everybody's				false

		662						LN		25		7		false		             7    vulnerable.				false

		663						LN		25		8		false		             8             But a trans woman is in danger when she steps				false

		664						LN		25		9		false		             9    out of the house.  And all that I'm asking is that				false

		665						LN		25		10		false		            10    people try to understand that we have been through and				false

		666						LN		25		11		false		            11    are living through the most divisive time in our life				false

		667						LN		25		12		false		            12    and that people are acting out against our Asian				false

		668						LN		25		13		false		            13    brothers and sisters because of the President's				false

		669						LN		25		14		false		            14    statement, "Kung Flu" and against our Jewish brothers				false

		670						LN		25		15		false		            15    and sisters and our -- and since 911 against our				false

		671						LN		25		16		false		            16    brothers and sisters that do Islam, but the LGBTQ				false

		672						LN		25		17		false		            17    community is certainly always a target.				false

		673						LN		25		18		false		            18             And when you do something that includes them,				false

		674						LN		25		19		false		            19    that shows them that they're not a mistake.  If you are				false

		675						LN		25		20		false		            20    a religious person then how do you think God makes				false

		676						LN		25		21		false		            21    mistakes, if you believe that God created every person				false

		677						LN		25		22		false		            22    and he created them in the totality that they are?  So				false

		678						LN		25		23		false		            23    when you fly that flag, you give -- you give confidence				false

		679						LN		25		24		false		            24    and integrity to people that have been maligned				false

		680						LN		25		25		false		            25    throughout their life.				false
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		682						LN		26		1		false		             1             SECRETARY ANGUS:  That's time.				false

		683						LN		26		2		false		             2             BETHANY WEBB:  Okay.				false

		684						LN		26		3		false		             3             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'm going to call the next				false

		685						LN		26		4		false		             4    group of speakers.  Mike Gasca, followed by Carla				false

		686						LN		26		5		false		             5    Montgomery, Peg Corley and Sandra Masino.  Mike, when				false

		687						LN		26		6		false		             6    you're ready.				false

		688						LN		26		7		false		             7             MIKE GASCA:  Hi.  Thank you, members of the				false

		689						LN		26		8		false		             8    Board.  I want to speak interestingly enough in support				false

		690						LN		26		9		false		             9    of continuing to keep the rainbow flag.  I am a member				false

		691						LN		26		10		false		            10    of Irvine, a member of the LGBT community, and I am a				false

		692						LN		26		11		false		            11    pretty staunch conservative that did support Donald				false

		693						LN		26		12		false		            12    Trump.  But I am very dissappointed in the advocacy by				false

		694						LN		26		13		false		            13    many of my colleagues on the right.				false

		695						LN		26		14		false		            14             We like to use the history of our party, how we				false

		696						LN		26		15		false		            15    were once the party that advocated for civil liberties				false

		697						LN		26		16		false		            16    and supported the Black community during the civil				false

		698						LN		26		17		false		            17    rights movement, and I fear that we have dangerously				false

		699						LN		26		18		false		            18    veered too far to the right in advocacy like the issue				false

		700						LN		26		19		false		            19    that we're talking about today.  There's a lot of				false

		701						LN		26		20		false		            20    support for only waiving the American, the California				false

		702						LN		26		21		false		            21    State flag, but we forget that both of those				false

		703						LN		26		22		false		            22    constitutions begin with a basic declaration of rights				false

		704						LN		26		23		false		            23    that proclaims every human's ability to have life,				false

		705						LN		26		24		false		            24    liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.				false

		706						LN		26		25		false		            25             And for targeted marginalized communities,				false
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		708						LN		27		1		false		             1    those things are not granted.  And allowing something as				false

		709						LN		27		2		false		             2    simple as a flag is an unequivocal message that Orange				false

		710						LN		27		3		false		             3    County and the fairgrounds are a place that welcomes				false

		711						LN		27		4		false		             4    every single person without fear of persecution, of				false

		712						LN		27		5		false		             5    judgement, or of discrimination, and it's a small thing				false

		713						LN		27		6		false		             6    that we can do to embrace a community that I can tell				false

		714						LN		27		7		false		             7    you firsthand has often been excluded and ostracized.				false

		715						LN		27		8		false		             8             I think it's really important to recognize that				false

		716						LN		27		9		false		             9    those basic notions that "All lives matter" or "I don't				false

		717						LN		27		10		false		            10    support that lifestyle" should not be a redirect that				false

		718						LN		27		11		false		            11    creates policy in America.  We abandoned a theocracy				false

		719						LN		27		12		false		            12    centuries ago, but more importantly, every life in				false

		720						LN		27		13		false		            13    America can't matter until the elimination of				false

		721						LN		27		14		false		            14    disproportionate outcomes in certain communities or				false

		722						LN		27		15		false		            15    communities people fear for their life because of basic				false

		723						LN		27		16		false		            16    choices is nonexistent in this country.				false

		724						LN		27		17		false		            17             SECRETARY ANGUS:  That's time.  Next speaker is				false

		725						LN		27		18		false		            18    Carla Montgomery.  Carla, when you're ready.				false

		726						LN		27		19		false		            19             CARLA MONTGOMERY:  Thank you so much.  It's an				false

		727						LN		27		20		false		            20    honor to speak to you guys today on this beautiful day				false

		728						LN		27		21		false		            21    here in Costa Mesa.  I just want you to know that I'm				false

		729						LN		27		22		false		            22    here to spread love, to understand the situation of our				false

		730						LN		27		23		false		            23    fairgrounds flags.  I have many members in my family who				false

		731						LN		27		24		false		            24    are of the LGBTQ community, and I love them dearly.  And				false

		732						LN		27		25		false		            25    I don't think that our flag situation is big enough for				false

		733						PG		28		0		false		page 28				false

		734						LN		28		1		false		             1    them or good enough for them.				false

		735						LN		28		2		false		             2             So my -- my -- I'm asking today that we would				false

		736						LN		28		3		false		             3    actually make a memorial.  I would like to have below				false

		737						LN		28		4		false		             4    the flags that are currently flying and leave just the				false

		738						LN		28		5		false		             5    three flags up there but move the LGBTQ flag down with a				false

		739						LN		28		6		false		             6    memorial of all persecuted people in our country.  I				false

		740						LN		28		7		false		             7    just feel like it is an opportunity for us to showcase				false

		741						LN		28		8		false		             8    to all of our members in our community, our children,				false

		742						LN		28		9		false		             9    and everybody that there's just way too much persecution				false

		743						LN		28		10		false		            10    in our lives.				false

		744						LN		28		11		false		            11             So I would like to keep special things for the				false

		745						LN		28		12		false		            12    LGBT -- sorry.  I'm having my tongue tied right now.				false

		746						LN		28		13		false		            13    For the beautiful community that that flag does				false

		747						LN		28		14		false		            14    represent, but, like, I would like to keep the Outed at				false

		748						LN		28		15		false		            15    the Fair program, and that -- because I do believe that,				false

		749						LN		28		16		false		            16    you know, love is the answer, okay.  But I also believe				false

		750						LN		28		17		false		            17    that there are -- the definition of diversity is the				false

		751						LN		28		18		false		            18    condition of having or being composed of different				false

		752						LN		28		19		false		            19    elements, especially the inclusion of people of				false

		753						LN		28		20		false		            20    different races, cultures, religions, organizations, and				false

		754						LN		28		21		false		            21    the like.				false

		755						LN		28		22		false		            22             So I am realizing that we tried to -- or that I				false

		756						LN		28		23		false		            23    heard a Board member was trying to put up the Black				false

		757						LN		28		24		false		            24    History flag for this month.  We are in Black History				false

		758						LN		28		25		false		            25    Month, and the Board was not willing to do that.  And				false
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		760						LN		29		1		false		             1    this is where my concern came because diversity was not				false

		761						LN		29		2		false		             2    really being highlighted in our community or in the				false

		762						LN		29		3		false		             3    fairgrounds, which is in their statement and is which is				false

		763						LN		29		4		false		             4    their goal.  So my goal is to ask for a diverse memorial				false

		764						LN		29		5		false		             5    of flags that go below the flags.				false

		765						LN		29		6		false		             6             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Carla, thank you.  I'm sorry.				false

		766						LN		29		7		false		             7    That's time.				false

		767						LN		29		8		false		             8             CARLA MONTGOMERY:  Oh, okay.  Thank you.				false

		768						LN		29		9		false		             9             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Next up we have Peg Corley.				false

		769						LN		29		10		false		            10    Peg, when you're ready.				false

		770						LN		29		11		false		            11             PEG CORLEY:  Good morning, and thank you to the				false

		771						LN		29		12		false		            12    Board for allowing us to speak this morning.  I				false

		772						LN		29		13		false		            13    appreciate the opportunity to be here.  I'm the				false

		773						LN		29		14		false		            14    executive director of the LGBTQ center in Orange County				false

		774						LN		29		15		false		            15    in Santa Ana.  I was also there in May of 2019 at your				false

		775						LN		29		16		false		            16    Board's invitation to help raise the flag at the OC				false

		776						LN		29		17		false		            17    fairgrounds, and it was a really lovely morning, and I				false

		777						LN		29		18		false		            18    was very proud to be there.				false

		778						LN		29		19		false		            19             And I know the intent behind it was exactly as				false

		779						LN		29		20		false		            20    Ashleigh stated earlier this morning, and that is the				false

		780						LN		29		21		false		            21    most unifying symbol there is.  And I support it now as				false

		781						LN		29		22		false		            22    I supported it then.  The Pride flag flying at the OC				false

		782						LN		29		23		false		            23    fairgrounds is the single most inclusive symbol in the				false

		783						LN		29		24		false		            24    world, and if you can please just for a moment imagine				false

		784						LN		29		25		false		            25    all of the multiple intersectionalities that exist				false
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		786						LN		30		1		false		             1    within the LGBTQ community.				false

		787						LN		30		2		false		             2             There's literally every -- there's				false

		788						LN		30		3		false		             3    representation in every ethnicity, religion,				false

		789						LN		30		4		false		             4    neighborhood, and walk of life in the LGBTQ community.				false

		790						LN		30		5		false		             5    The Pride flag is a symbol for diversity, inclusion, and				false

		791						LN		30		6		false		             6    acceptance.  Also, it includes people who have faced				false

		792						LN		30		7		false		             7    lifetimes of hate, oppression, and lack of				false

		793						LN		30		8		false		             8    representation in their home communities.  Flying the				false

		794						LN		30		9		false		             9    Pride flag is a statement that this is a safe space for				false

		795						LN		30		10		false		            10    the most diverse community and for our LGBTQ people of				false

		796						LN		30		11		false		            11    color who are twice or three times marginalized.				false

		797						LN		30		12		false		            12             You are saying, "This is a safe space.  This is				false

		798						LN		30		13		false		            13    part of your community.  You are welcome here."  The OC				false

		799						LN		30		14		false		            14    fairgrounds made a beautiful statement in May of 2019				false

		800						LN		30		15		false		            15    and since then, love and acceptance is flying the Pride				false

		801						LN		30		16		false		            16    flag.  That's simply what it means.  Removing it now				false

		802						LN		30		17		false		            17    would be worse than never having raised it.  With that				false

		803						LN		30		18		false		            18    said, I encourage the Board to remain steadfast in your				false

		804						LN		30		19		false		            19    commitment to create a safe space.  The OC community				false

		805						LN		30		20		false		            20    needs you.  Thank you.				false

		806						LN		30		21		false		            21             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, Peg.				false

		807						LN		30		22		false		            22    Sandra Masino, when you're ready.				false

		808						LN		30		23		false		            23             SANDRA MASINO:  Can you hear me?				false

		809						LN		30		24		false		            24             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  Go ahead please.				false

		810						LN		30		25		false		            25             SANDRA MASINO:  Okay.  Hi, there.  Thank you.				false
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		812						LN		31		1		false		             1    I didn't come here to talk about myself, but I am				false

		813						LN		31		2		false		             2    Catholic, I am dark brown, I am of Mexican descent, and				false

		814						LN		31		3		false		             3    I won't go down memory lane about how tough it was				false

		815						LN		31		4		false		             4    growing up in Orange County during the 70s, but I				false

		816						LN		31		5		false		             5    survived.  I also survived sexual abuse as a child.  I'm				false

		817						LN		31		6		false		             6    a mother.  I'm a wife.  I am straight, and I am a				false

		818						LN		31		7		false		             7    conservative, and none of that should matter over and				false

		819						LN		31		8		false		             8    above what anyone else is or isn't.				false

		820						LN		31		9		false		             9             I live in College Park right across from the				false

		821						LN		31		10		false		            10    fairgrounds, and we love the OC Fair.  We have people				false

		822						LN		31		11		false		            11    come over during the time when the Fair is in session.				false

		823						LN		31		12		false		            12    We love it.  We don't mind the sound.  We don't mind the				false

		824						LN		31		13		false		            13    traffic.  We love the Pacific Amphitheater, and we think				false

		825						LN		31		14		false		            14    there should be a way for that to stay open all year				false

		826						LN		31		15		false		            15    round.  We think performing arts is very, very				false

		827						LN		31		16		false		            16    important, and by the way, my husband is a theater				false

		828						LN		31		17		false		            17    consultant and an architectural engineer specializing in				false

		829						LN		31		18		false		            18    acoustics.  So we can get that to be open all year				false

		830						LN		31		19		false		            19    round.				false

		831						LN		31		20		false		            20             But in and around the fairgrounds there are so				false

		832						LN		31		21		false		            21    many other things to see.  The softball fields, TeWinkle				false

		833						LN		31		22		false		            22    Park, the tennis courts, the skate board park.  Davis				false

		834						LN		31		23		false		            23    Magnet School, the junior high, Orange Coast College,				false

		835						LN		31		24		false		            24    Costa Mesa City Hall, just about everyone attending or				false

		836						LN		31		25		false		            25    using these facilities have special interests, special				false
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		838						LN		32		1		false		             1    affiliations, and many sources of pride in their lives,				false

		839						LN		32		2		false		             2    and yet, these are all places where we come together.				false

		840						LN		32		3		false		             3             There isn't any invitation needed.  Everybody				false

		841						LN		32		4		false		             4    feels safe because everybody is one in these places.				false

		842						LN		32		5		false		             5    Displaying the flag of any one special interest group				false

		843						LN		32		6		false		             6    leaves the rest out.  If we are truly one then we should				false

		844						LN		32		7		false		             7    stay as one.  This is the OC Fair, in the State of				false

		845						LN		32		8		false		             8    California, in the United States of America, and we need				false

		846						LN		32		9		false		             9    not be divided.				false

		847						LN		32		10		false		            10             Does one flag (audio/connectivity interruption)				false

		848						LN		32		11		false		            11    it does, and if it does that to so much as one person				false

		849						LN		32		12		false		            12    then it doesn't belong.  Will it be difficult to take				false

		850						LN		32		13		false		            13    down the Pride flag?  Maybe, maybe not, but so be it.				false

		851						LN		32		14		false		            14    But I'll have to tell you, I take exception to those who				false

		852						LN		32		15		false		            15    care to preach about their beliefs because you have no				false

		853						LN		32		16		false		            16    idea what anybody else has endured or what anyone else				false

		854						LN		32		17		false		            17    believes and you really don't seem to care.				false

		855						LN		32		18		false		            18             This isn't about you.  This is about the OC				false

		856						LN		32		19		false		            19    Fair and everybody at the Fair.  Children are being				false

		857						LN		32		20		false		            20    abducted right now.  Do we wave a flag for that?				false

		858						LN		32		21		false		            21    Abducted right now.  There are women being held in				false

		859						LN		32		22		false		            22    slavery, men being held in slavery right now on US				false

		860						LN		32		23		false		            23    territory.  Does anybody care?				false

		861						LN		32		24		false		            24             SECRETARY ANGUS:  That's time.  Thank you.  All				false

		862						LN		32		25		false		            25    right.  I'm going to call the next group of speakers.				false
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		864						LN		33		1		false		             1    Suzanne Meyer, followed by Yvonne Su, and Reggie				false

		865						LN		33		2		false		             2    Mundekis.  Susan, when you're ready.				false

		866						LN		33		3		false		             3             SUSAN MEYER:  Hello.  Thank you.  It's a				false

		867						LN		33		4		false		             4    priviledge to be here this morning.  I am in support of				false

		868						LN		33		5		false		             5    flying the Pride flag.  The Board made the right				false

		869						LN		33		6		false		             6    decision to include everyone by flying the Pride flag.				false

		870						LN		33		7		false		             7    I'm a 60-year resident of Orange County.  Thirty years				false

		871						LN		33		8		false		             8    I've lived in Costa Mesa across from the Orange County				false

		872						LN		33		9		false		             9    fairgrounds in the College Park neighborhood.				false

		873						LN		33		10		false		            10             I would walk over to the Fair almost every day.				false

		874						LN		33		11		false		            11    The Fair represented community.  It represented family,				false

		875						LN		33		12		false		            12    friends, fun, social gatherings.  It was an educational				false

		876						LN		33		13		false		            13    opportunity, but most important, it represented to me				false

		877						LN		33		14		false		            14    community.  I'm a lesbian.  I knew I was different than				false

		878						LN		33		15		false		            15    my friends at an early age.  I didn't like boys the way				false

		879						LN		33		16		false		            16    my girlfriends did.				false

		880						LN		33		17		false		            17             I felt alone.  I couldn't even explain it to				false

		881						LN		33		18		false		            18    myself.  As I moved through junior high to high school,				false

		882						LN		33		19		false		            19    the kids realized I was different, and they made fun of				false

		883						LN		33		20		false		            20    me.  The girls would punch me during PE.  They would				false

		884						LN		33		21		false		            21    pull my hair, spit on me, take my towel, chase me around				false

		885						LN		33		22		false		            22    the locker room.  I didn't want to be different.  I				false

		886						LN		33		23		false		            23    didn't want to be spit on.  I thought something was				false

		887						LN		33		24		false		            24    wrong with me.				false

		888						LN		33		25		false		            25             There were -- these were my formative years.  I				false
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		890						LN		34		1		false		             1    contemplated suicide.  I had my -- I hid my sexuality.				false

		891						LN		34		2		false		             2    Yes, I was in the closet alone until laws were being				false

		892						LN		34		3		false		             3    crafted and signed into -- and signed to alleviate the				false

		893						LN		34		4		false		             4    discrimination.  My very close friends knew, but I				false

		894						LN		34		5		false		             5    didn't feel safe to come out at work until I was almost				false

		895						LN		34		6		false		             6    40 years old.  I was already in a committed relationship				false

		896						LN		34		7		false		             7    with a woman for five years living in College Park until				false

		897						LN		34		8		false		             8    I felt safe enough to come out.				false

		898						LN		34		9		false		             9             If I had seen the Pride flag flown at the				false

		899						LN		34		10		false		            10    fairgrounds when I was younger, perhaps I would have				false

		900						LN		34		11		false		            11    felt supported and equal in society, a part of the				false

		901						LN		34		12		false		            12    community.  And perhaps I would not have contemplated				false

		902						LN		34		13		false		            13    suicide.  (Audio/connectivity interruption)				false

		903						LN		34		14		false		            14    discrimination and hate is still around us.  I remember				false

		904						LN		34		15		false		            15    Blaze Bernstein.  Please continue to fly the flag.				false

		905						LN		34		16		false		            16    Thank you for your time.				false

		906						LN		34		17		false		            17             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Yvonne Sue, when				false

		907						LN		34		18		false		            18    you're ready.				false

		908						LN		34		19		false		            19             YVONNE SUE:  Good morning, everyone.  My name				false

		909						LN		34		20		false		            20    is Yvonne.  I'm a Tustin resident, and I lived in Irvine				false

		910						LN		34		21		false		            21    for the past -- for 14 years, and I go to Costa Mesa and				false

		911						LN		34		22		false		            22    the fairgrounds quite often during -- before.  And				false

		912						LN		34		23		false		            23    unfortunately we can't assume that all public spaces are				false

		913						LN		34		24		false		            24    safe for LGBTQ people.  There's a lot of incidences of				false

		914						LN		34		25		false		            25    trans people still getting physical attacks perhaps not				false
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		916						LN		35		1		false		             1    in Orange County, but elsewhere.				false

		917						LN		35		2		false		             2             And to me there's nothing more political than				false

		918						LN		35		3		false		             3    pulling down the flag.  In fact, pulling down the flag				false

		919						LN		35		4		false		             4    would be far more political than keeping it up.  The				false

		920						LN		35		5		false		             5    Pride flag is apolitical.  It's a symbol of love and				false

		921						LN		35		6		false		             6    acceptance, and I think it is not exclusionary to				false

		922						LN		35		7		false		             7    straight marriages, it's not exclusionary to				false

		923						LN		35		8		false		             8    Christianity or Catholicism.  In fact, all faiths,				false

		924						LN		35		9		false		             9    genders and sexual orientations and relationships can				false

		925						LN		35		10		false		            10    see themselves in the LGBTQ flag.				false

		926						LN		35		11		false		            11             It's affirming, and I think that it will				false

		927						LN		35		12		false		            12    strengthen what the OC fairgrounds stands for, what our				false

		928						LN		35		13		false		            13    community stands for, and it would attract more visitors				false

		929						LN		35		14		false		            14    because they know they are recognized and they will be				false

		930						LN		35		15		false		            15    safe at the OC fairgrounds.  And I hope the Board will				false

		931						LN		35		16		false		            16    consider leaving it up.  Thank you.				false

		932						LN		35		17		false		            17             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  Reggie Mundekis,				false

		933						LN		35		18		false		            18    when you're ready.				false

		934						LN		35		19		false		            19             REGGIE MUNDEKIS:  Hi.  Good morning.  I'm				false

		935						LN		35		20		false		            20    Reggie Mundekis, and thank you for this opportunity to				false

		936						LN		35		21		false		            21    address you this morning.  I support continuing to fly				false

		937						LN		35		22		false		            22    the rainbow flag.  I also appreciate what Director				false

		938						LN		35		23		false		            23    Aitken said, you said it very well.  The rainbow flag				false

		939						LN		35		24		false		            24    says just come as you are, and you will be safe and				false

		940						LN		35		25		false		            25    welcome.				false
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		942						LN		36		1		false		             1             So this morning let's move past homophobia and				false

		943						LN		36		2		false		             2    get onto something we really need to talk about which is				false

		944						LN		36		3		false		             3    how the OC fairgrounds is going to support our local				false

		945						LN		36		4		false		             4    Orange County business community by allowing our local				false

		946						LN		36		5		false		             5    restaurants and businesses to participate in the annual				false

		947						LN		36		6		false		             6    OC Fair to make money and to participate in year-round				false

		948						LN		36		7		false		             7    events.  Thank you, and I'm happy to see the rainbow				false

		949						LN		36		8		false		             8    flag to keep flying.				false

		950						LN		36		9		false		             9             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Reggie.  I'm going				false

		951						LN		36		10		false		            10    to call the next group of speakers.  Erin McCall,				false

		952						LN		36		11		false		            11    followed by Chris, Joanne Weiss, and Jim Maldonado.				false

		953						LN		36		12		false		            12    Erin, when you're ready.				false

		954						LN		36		13		false		            13             ERIN MCCALL:  Yes.  Hello.  Thank you so much				false

		955						LN		36		14		false		            14    for allowing us this space today.  I just wanted to				false

		956						LN		36		15		false		            15    speak out in support of the LGBT Pride flag.  As we've				false

		957						LN		36		16		false		            16    seen from other speakers before, there is a rich history				false

		958						LN		36		17		false		            17    of LGBT progress but also struggle in Orange County, and				false

		959						LN		36		18		false		            18    there is a history of oppression and harassment and				false

		960						LN		36		19		false		            19    hatred that is still going on to this day that has				false

		961						LN		36		20		false		            20    resulted in taking the lives of our community members.				false

		962						LN		36		21		false		            21             And for me the thing is that the Pride flag is				false

		963						LN		36		22		false		            22    about visibility.  It's about sending a bright and				false

		964						LN		36		23		false		            23    colorful signal that LGBT people are loved and respected				false

		965						LN		36		24		false		            24    in this community.  So why is it that people are trying				false

		966						LN		36		25		false		            25    to take down this flag?  It's about racier, and to take				false
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		968						LN		37		1		false		             1    down the flag it's about racier.  It's about pulling				false

		969						LN		37		2		false		             2    people out back into closets.				false

		970						LN		37		3		false		             3             That's the whole point of this.  They do not				false

		971						LN		37		4		false		             4    want to see LGBT people in at the Fair.  They don't want				false

		972						LN		37		5		false		             5    to think about it because they hate LGBT people.  That's				false

		973						LN		37		6		false		             6    why we're having this public discord.  That's why we're				false

		974						LN		37		7		false		             7    having all this quote on quote division is because				false

		975						LN		37		8		false		             8    there's a large group of people who hate other people				false

		976						LN		37		9		false		             9    like myself and my family so much that they want them				false

		977						LN		37		10		false		            10    excluded.				false

		978						LN		37		11		false		            11             LGBT people come from every single walk of				false

		979						LN		37		12		false		            12    life, race, color.  The Pride flag is the unity flag.				false

		980						LN		37		13		false		            13    The Pride flag represents literally everyone, and it				false

		981						LN		37		14		false		            14    represents us in a way that says we can be loved and				false

		982						LN		37		15		false		            15    respected and safe in a place.				false

		983						LN		37		16		false		            16             That is the number one priority of the OC Fair,				false

		984						LN		37		17		false		            17    and I hope that you guys keep it up and make an				false

		985						LN		37		18		false		            18    affirmant that you're going to keep it and use this				false

		986						LN		37		19		false		            19    opportunity to highlight the history of Orange County				false

		987						LN		37		20		false		            20    and LGBT rights and activism and your community to				false

		988						LN		37		21		false		            21    keeping that community and other community members safe.				false

		989						LN		37		22		false		            22    Thank you very much for your time.				false

		990						LN		37		23		false		            23             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, Erin.				false

		991						LN		37		24		false		            24    I didn't get a last name, but there's a Chris that would				false

		992						LN		37		25		false		            25    like to speak.  Chris, when you're ready.				false
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		994						LN		38		1		false		             1             CHRIS:  Hello, yes.  Can you hear me?				false

		995						LN		38		2		false		             2             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  Go ahead, please.				false

		996						LN		38		3		false		             3             CHRIS:  I would like to speak in support of the				false

		997						LN		38		4		false		             4    Board of Directors actually amending their decision to				false

		998						LN		38		5		false		             5    fly the multicolored flag.  I was kind of insulted by				false

		999						LN		38		6		false		             6    previous speakers who said that people who are asking				false

		1000						LN		38		7		false		             7    for the multicolored flag to be not flown at the				false

		1001						LN		38		8		false		             8    fairgrounds are doing it from a place of hate.  That is				false

		1002						LN		38		9		false		             9    not true, not true for me, not true for many of the				false

		1003						LN		38		10		false		            10    other speakers that have spoken here.  I know it for a				false

		1004						LN		38		11		false		            11    fact.				false

		1005						LN		38		12		false		            12             The reason most of us -- or I'll speak for				false

		1006						LN		38		13		false		            13    myself.  The reason I would like the flag not to be				false

		1007						LN		38		14		false		            14    flown there is because it's selecting one specific group				false

		1008						LN		38		15		false		            15    of people.  A special group.  A group that I do support.				false

		1009						LN		38		16		false		            16    I know many people in the community.  But it's selecting				false

		1010						LN		38		17		false		            17    one special group to be representative.				false

		1011						LN		38		18		false		            18             And then if -- it's eliminating other special				false

		1012						LN		38		19		false		            19    groups.  Why can't they have a flag?  I speak to ask the				false

		1013						LN		38		20		false		            20    Board of Directors to change the -- their position and				false

		1014						LN		38		21		false		            21    to remove a special interest flag, specifically the				false

		1015						LN		38		22		false		            22    multicolored flag.  And thank you very much for your				false

		1016						LN		38		23		false		            23    time and attention.				false

		1017						LN		38		24		false		            24             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Chris.  Joanne				false

		1018						LN		38		25		false		            25    Weiss, when you're ready.				false

		1019						PG		39		0		false		page 39				false

		1020						LN		39		1		false		             1             JOANNA WEISS:  Thank you.  My name is Joanna				false

		1021						LN		39		2		false		             2    Weiss.  I'm president of WAVE of Women for American				false

		1022						LN		39		3		false		             3    Values and Ethics, a philanthropic organization				false

		1023						LN		39		4		false		             4    comprised of more than 2,000 Orange County men and				false

		1024						LN		39		5		false		             5    women.  I'm speaking on behalf of our members as well as				false

		1025						LN		39		6		false		             6    personally having been born and raised in Orange County.				false

		1026						LN		39		7		false		             7    I'm also a patron of the Orange County fairground and				false

		1027						LN		39		8		false		             8    was a resident of Orange -- excuse me of Costa Mesa and				false

		1028						LN		39		9		false		             9    lived across the street from the fairgrounds for a				false

		1029						LN		39		10		false		            10    number of years.				false

		1030						LN		39		11		false		            11             I'd first like to honor and thank the brave				false

		1031						LN		39		12		false		            12    speakers who preceded me in sharing their personal and				false

		1032						LN		39		13		false		            13    family experiences of the discrimination they faced,				false

		1033						LN		39		14		false		            14    particularly Susan, Jeff, and Bethany.  Your stories				false

		1034						LN		39		15		false		            15    illustrate the importance of this symbol of the flag as				false

		1035						LN		39		16		false		            16    acceptance to allow marginalized an incredibly diverse				false

		1036						LN		39		17		false		            17    community.  On behalf of WAVE as well as other patrons				false

		1037						LN		39		18		false		            18    of the fairgrounds, I urge you to reject the calls to				false

		1038						LN		39		19		false		            19    take down the beautiful LGBTQ Pride flag.				false

		1039						LN		39		20		false		            20             As Director Aitken eloquently stated, the flag				false

		1040						LN		39		21		false		            21    is a powerful symbol of inclusion and unity and the				false

		1041						LN		39		22		false		            22    continued display of the flag is a well appreciated				false

		1042						LN		39		23		false		            23    gesture towards our community members and a testament to				false

		1043						LN		39		24		false		            24    the values we share in Orange County.  The LGBTQ				false

		1044						LN		39		25		false		            25    community is an important part of our group in our				false

		1045						PG		40		0		false		page 40				false

		1046						LN		40		1		false		             1    community, that includes people from every political				false

		1047						LN		40		2		false		             2    party, religion, ethnic background, and cultural				false

		1048						LN		40		3		false		             3    identity.				false

		1049						LN		40		4		false		             4             We hope that you continue to show the OC Fair's				false

		1050						LN		40		5		false		             5    commitment to inclusion and safety for all members of				false

		1051						LN		40		6		false		             6    our communities including the LGBTQ community by				false

		1052						LN		40		7		false		             7    continuing to fly the flag.  Thank you.				false

		1053						LN		40		8		false		             8             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Joanna.  Jim				false

		1054						LN		40		9		false		             9    Maldonado, when you're ready.				false

		1055						LN		40		10		false		            10             JIM MALDONADO:  Yes.  Hello.  Thank you for				false

		1056						LN		40		11		false		            11    letting me speak.  You know, I'm speaking as a gay				false

		1057						LN		40		12		false		            12    married male.  And I've lived in Orange County all my				false

		1058						LN		40		13		false		            13    life.  And I can just speak from personal experience				false

		1059						LN		40		14		false		            14    what the flag, the rainbow flag, being raised in the				false

		1060						LN		40		15		false		            15    Orange County fairgrounds means to me, personally.				false

		1061						LN		40		16		false		            16             I -- it's something that I just really				false

		1062						LN		40		17		false		            17    appreciate to see.  Appreciation isn't even enough of a				false

		1063						LN		40		18		false		            18    word, you know.  I'm 60 years old, and I've -- it was				false

		1064						LN		40		19		false		            19    difficult -- very, very difficult growing up gay, you				false

		1065						LN		40		20		false		            20    know.  There was just a lot of oppression, I -- I even				false

		1066						LN		40		21		false		            21    tried to commit suicide when I was an adolescent.				false

		1067						LN		40		22		false		            22             And I know, I would imagine the youth seeing				false

		1068						LN		40		23		false		            23    this flag flying who are gay or bisexual or trans would				false

		1069						LN		40		24		false		            24    just feel so much support and inclusion, you know, in				false

		1070						LN		40		25		false		            25    seeing this flag being flown, and I'm just -- I'm very				false

		1071						PG		41		0		false		page 41				false

		1072						LN		41		1		false		             1    proud that this flag is flown in Orange County at the				false

		1073						LN		41		2		false		             2    Orange County fairgrounds.  It -- it -- it just is very				false

		1074						LN		41		3		false		             3    encouraging and very supportive.  And I would like to				false

		1075						LN		41		4		false		             4    continue seeing it fly.  Thank you very much.				false

		1076						LN		41		5		false		             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, Jim.				false

		1077						LN		41		6		false		             6    I'm going to call the next group of speakers.  Glenda				false

		1078						LN		41		7		false		             7    Galvan Garcia, followed by Jerilynn, Milian Singh, and				false

		1079						LN		41		8		false		             8    Wendy Leece.  Glenda, when you're ready.				false

		1080						LN		41		9		false		             9             GLENDA GALVAN GARCIA:  Hello.  Thank you so				false

		1081						LN		41		10		false		            10    much for having me.  I appreciate the opportunity.  My				false

		1082						LN		41		11		false		            11    name is Glenda, and I'm a lifelong resident of Orange				false

		1083						LN		41		12		false		            12    County.  I'm a mother, and I attended OCC many years				false

		1084						LN		41		13		false		            13    ago.  And I'm a fervent supporter of flying the Pride				false

		1085						LN		41		14		false		            14    flag.  I think it's very important that OC recognizes				false

		1086						LN		41		15		false		            15    our community.				false

		1087						LN		41		16		false		            16             I'm a heterosexual woman, but I'm definitely an				false

		1088						LN		41		17		false		            17    ally.  And I think that Orange County needs to be on the				false

		1089						LN		41		18		false		            18    right side of history and choose inclusion and				false

		1090						LN		41		19		false		            19    community.  And I really don't understand the stance				false

		1091						LN		41		20		false		            20    that somehow it favors the gay community or excludes				false

		1092						LN		41		21		false		            21    anything else.  All it means by flying the flag is that				false

		1093						LN		41		22		false		            22    the LGBTQ community is included, and that we're safe in				false

		1094						LN		41		23		false		            23    the same way that the LGBTQ community can marry.  It				false

		1095						LN		41		24		false		            24    doesn't take anything away from anybody else's marriage.				false

		1096						LN		41		25		false		            25    It just means that you're included.				false

		1097						PG		42		0		false		page 42				false

		1098						LN		42		1		false		             1             So again, I'm very much in favor of flying the				false

		1099						LN		42		2		false		             2    flag, and I think to take it down at this point would				false

		1100						LN		42		3		false		             3    just give voice to the other side that is in favor of				false

		1101						LN		42		4		false		             4    exclusion and that negative mentality.  So again, I				false

		1102						LN		42		5		false		             5    think the flag should continue to -- the flag should				false

		1103						LN		42		6		false		             6    continue to fly.  Thank you so much.				false

		1104						LN		42		7		false		             7             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Glenda.  Jerilynn,				false

		1105						LN		42		8		false		             8    when you're ready.				false

		1106						LN		42		9		false		             9             JERILYNN:  Good morning, Board of Directors.				false

		1107						LN		42		10		false		            10    Thank you so much for finally adding this topic to the				false

		1108						LN		42		11		false		            11    agenda.  I really appreciate the opportunity to have a				false

		1109						LN		42		12		false		            12    conversation about it.  Well over a year ago, the Board				false

		1110						LN		42		13		false		            13    of Directors made a collective decision about community				false

		1111						LN		42		14		false		            14    input to begin flying an additional flag year round at				false

		1112						LN		42		15		false		            15    the fairgrounds.				false

		1113						LN		42		16		false		            16             This flag represents only one segment of our				false

		1114						LN		42		17		false		            17    multi-diverse community in Orange County, and yet it's				false

		1115						LN		42		18		false		            18    been given a unique place of prominence and stature at				false

		1116						LN		42		19		false		            19    the fairgrounds.  While it's unclear why this decision				false

		1117						LN		42		20		false		            20    was made, it begs the question, why weren't other flags				false

		1118						LN		42		21		false		            21    that represent Orange County interests or other				false

		1119						LN		42		22		false		            22    oppressed people groups considered as well?				false

		1120						LN		42		23		false		            23             After all, the OC fairgrounds' own mission				false

		1121						LN		42		24		false		            24    statement says celebrating Orange County's communities,				false

		1122						LN		42		25		false		            25    interests, agriculture, and heritage.  However, shortly				false

		1123						PG		43		0		false		page 43				false

		1124						LN		43		1		false		             1    after this flag was approved, the same Board of				false

		1125						LN		43		2		false		             2    Directors quickly denied a request by one of its own				false

		1126						LN		43		3		false		             3    members to fly a flag in recognition of Black History				false

		1127						LN		43		4		false		             4    Month.  Why?				false

		1128						LN		43		5		false		             5             Why was the opportunity to recognize other				false

		1129						LN		43		6		false		             6    cultures or others who have faced oppression denied?  I				false

		1130						LN		43		7		false		             7    hear how much the rainbow flag is appreciated.  Why				false

		1131						LN		43		8		false		             8    can't others enjoy this same kind of support and				false

		1132						LN		43		9		false		             9    appreciation?  It doesn't take away from their flag.				false

		1133						LN		43		10		false		            10             From the beginning, this conversation's never				false

		1134						LN		43		11		false		            11    been about the merits of one flag over another.  I				false

		1135						LN		43		12		false		            12    repeat, this is not about the merits of any one				false

		1136						LN		43		13		false		            13    particular flag.  It's rather about the preference				false

		1137						LN		43		14		false		            14    that's been given to one flag over others.  This really				false

		1138						LN		43		15		false		            15    is the point of the conversation.				false

		1139						LN		43		16		false		            16             Shouldn't the Fair be fair in recognizing all				false

		1140						LN		43		17		false		            17    communities and interests that make up the OC?				false

		1141						LN		43		18		false		            18    Shouldn't other people have the opportunity to be				false

		1142						LN		43		19		false		            19    celebrated and recognized as well?  And if the answer is				false

		1143						LN		43		20		false		            20    no to that question, then the Board must clarify how				false

		1144						LN		43		21		false		            21    paying tribute to only one specific group while				false

		1145						LN		43		22		false		            22    disregarding all the others is fair or equitable.				false

		1146						LN		43		23		false		            23             If the goal is really about making all feel				false

		1147						LN		43		24		false		            24    welcome at the fairgrounds then I think the Board has				false

		1148						LN		43		25		false		            25    missed the mark by giving exclusivity and preference to				false

		1149						PG		44		0		false		page 44				false

		1150						LN		44		1		false		             1    just one flag.  Moving forward on this issue, I would				false

		1151						LN		44		2		false		             2    kindly submit that the best policy for all is one that				false

		1152						LN		44		3		false		             3    will be exclusive of all.  This can be accomplished by				false

		1153						LN		44		4		false		             4    flying different flags with different interests,				false

		1154						LN		44		5		false		             5    heritages, or cultures or by just flying flags that				false

		1155						LN		44		6		false		             6    already represent all of us, which would be the				false

		1156						LN		44		7		false		             7    California flag, the United States flag, and the OC				false

		1157						LN		44		8		false		             8    fairgrounds flag.				false

		1158						LN		44		9		false		             9             To do otherwise would simply show disregard to				false

		1159						LN		44		10		false		            10    the many other people that live in our wonderfully				false

		1160						LN		44		11		false		            11    diverse county and have already voiced their desire to				false

		1161						LN		44		12		false		            12    see more impulsivity at the fairgrounds.  Thank you very				false

		1162						LN		44		13		false		            13    much for your consideration to opening up opportunities				false

		1163						LN		44		14		false		            14    for other interests and cultures in developing new				false

		1164						LN		44		15		false		            15    policies regarding the flags flying over the				false

		1165						LN		44		16		false		            16    fairgrounds.				false

		1166						LN		44		17		false		            17             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Jeri.  Miliana				false

		1167						LN		44		18		false		            18    Singh, when you're ready.				false

		1168						LN		44		19		false		            19             MILIANA SING:  Thank you so much for having me,				false

		1169						LN		44		20		false		            20    and I wanted to reiterate some of the words after				false

		1170						LN		44		21		false		            21    Aitken.  I'm Miliana Sing, my pronouns are she/her/hers.				false

		1171						LN		44		22		false		            22    And I am with the LGBTQ center of Orange County.  I also				false

		1172						LN		44		23		false		            23    sit on the Board for OC Pride where we did have Out at				false

		1173						LN		44		24		false		            24    the Fair in 2019.				false

		1174						LN		44		25		false		            25             I am not a Orange County native, but I am a				false

		1175						PG		45		0		false		page 45				false

		1176						LN		45		1		false		             1    transplant from Orange County, Florida, where I was in				false

		1177						LN		45		2		false		             2    Orlando in 2016 when the Pulse shooting happen, and that				false

		1178						LN		45		3		false		             3    was a very stark reality for me.  Flying the Pride flag				false

		1179						LN		45		4		false		             4    is a symbol of inclusion, and it pays homage to the				false

		1180						LN		45		5		false		             5    black and brown trans women who fought really hard for				false

		1181						LN		45		6		false		             6    us to be in this space today in a time when even though				false

		1182						LN		45		7		false		             7    we have marriage equality, we have the Equality Fair				false

		1183						LN		45		8		false		             8    Act, and inclusive housing, our inclusive health care in				false

		1184						LN		45		9		false		             9    the State of California -- we still have the highest				false

		1185						LN		45		10		false		            10    homicide rates for trans folks, especially trans women				false

		1186						LN		45		11		false		            11    of color, predominantly black trans women.				false

		1187						LN		45		12		false		            12             And this Pride flag shows that after every				false

		1188						LN		45		13		false		            13    fight, after every storm, after every rain, there is a				false

		1189						LN		45		14		false		            14    beautiful rainbow, there is a prism.  And as so many				false

		1190						LN		45		15		false		            15    other folks have eloquently stated, LGBTQ folks are				false

		1191						LN		45		16		false		            16    present in every walk of life, and so to take the Pride				false

		1192						LN		45		17		false		            17    flag down would be a disservice to all of the work that				false

		1193						LN		45		18		false		            18    this community has done thus far and the relationships				false

		1194						LN		45		19		false		            19    that we have had with the OC fairgrounds.  Thank you.				false

		1195						LN		45		20		false		            20             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Miliana.  Wendy				false

		1196						LN		45		21		false		            21    Leece, when you're ready.				false

		1197						LN		45		22		false		            22             WENDY LEECE:  Yes.  Good morning.  I'd like to				false

		1198						LN		45		23		false		            23    thank members Ruiz and Kovacevich and the Board for				false

		1199						LN		45		24		false		            24    giving us this time to reason together.  Hello, Reggie.				false

		1200						LN		45		25		false		            25    Hello, Susan.  And I was listening very carefully to				false

		1201						PG		46		0		false		page 46				false

		1202						LN		46		1		false		             1    Jeff Letourneau's comments.  And I'm personally sorry				false

		1203						LN		46		2		false		             2    for what happened years ago, and things have changed.				false

		1204						LN		46		3		false		             3             That was then, and this is now.  As Carla was				false

		1205						LN		46		4		false		             4    talking about, maybe we -- our hearts have changed, and				false

		1206						LN		46		5		false		             5    the people that were the spokespeople then -- you felt				false

		1207						LN		46		6		false		             6    discriminated, you felt hate.  But I think we've come a				false

		1208						LN		46		7		false		             7    long way, especially in Orange County and Costa Mesa.  I				false

		1209						LN		46		8		false		             8    have family members who are members of your community,				false

		1210						LN		46		9		false		             9    but the issue is to reason together and to continue this				false

		1211						LN		46		10		false		            10    dialogue so that, like, what Erin was saying -- I do not				false

		1212						LN		46		11		false		            11    hate you, Erin.  I worked with you on Catrina's				false

		1213						LN		46		12		false		            12    campaign.				false

		1214						LN		46		13		false		            13             And to disenfranchise us because we have a				false

		1215						LN		46		14		false		            14    difference of opinion, we've got to come together.  I do				false

		1216						LN		46		15		false		            15    not think that a flag can make anybody safe at the				false

		1217						LN		46		16		false		            16    Orange County fairgrounds because people are people.  We				false

		1218						LN		46		17		false		            17    have to do more to recognize those who are oppressed.				false

		1219						LN		46		18		false		            18             I think right now with anti-Semitism, we should				false

		1220						LN		46		19		false		            19    fly the Jewish flag.  We should fly the African American				false

		1221						LN		46		20		false		            20    flag.  I guess we could fly the Cisgender flag.  The --				false

		1222						LN		46		21		false		            21    any flag of anybody who's been oppressed.  I've been				false

		1223						LN		46		22		false		            22    oppressed as a woman, a single woman.  So I think				false

		1224						LN		46		23		false		            23    Carla's idea of having a special place for those people				false

		1225						LN		46		24		false		            24    who have been oppressed to recognize all minorities, I				false

		1226						LN		46		25		false		            25    think that's a solution.				false

		1227						PG		47		0		false		page 47				false

		1228						LN		47		1		false		             1             And I would ask you to search your own hearts				false

		1229						LN		47		2		false		             2    and amend this resolution and start over.  You set a				false

		1230						LN		47		3		false		             3    precedent here for one flag and we are one nation under				false

		1231						LN		47		4		false		             4    the American flag, under the California flag, and under				false

		1232						LN		47		5		false		             5    the fairgrounds flag.  And I think we need to start over				false

		1233						LN		47		6		false		             6    and continue to work together with the goal being that				false

		1234						LN		47		7		false		             7    we respect, we love, we listen.				false

		1235						LN		47		8		false		             8             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Great.  Thank you, Wendy				false

		1236						LN		47		9		false		             9    that's -- The next group of speakers are Julia Demlow,				false

		1237						LN		47		10		false		            10    followed by Stephanie Camacho-Van Dyke, Theresa Nguyen,				false

		1238						LN		47		11		false		            11    and Piper Benlon -- or Piper Benom.  Julia, when you're				false

		1239						LN		47		12		false		            12    ready.				false

		1240						LN		47		13		false		            13             JULIA DEMLOW:  Thank you, Summer.  My name is				false

		1241						LN		47		14		false		            14    Julia Demlow, and I am commenting today in support of				false

		1242						LN		47		15		false		            15    the Pride flag.  I echo Director Ashleigh Aitken's				false

		1243						LN		47		16		false		            16    comments on this flag being a vision of unity.  And that				false

		1244						LN		47		17		false		            17    is really what it is, a unity flag.  Orange County has				false

		1245						LN		47		18		false		            18    traditionally and has a history of being known as a				false

		1246						LN		47		19		false		            19    county that is not inclusive.  That is our history.				false

		1247						LN		47		20		false		            20             And to our previous speaker's point that that				false

		1248						LN		47		21		false		            21    was then and this is now, just think about Blaze				false

		1249						LN		47		22		false		            22    Bernstein.  That is now.  That is happening now.  And I				false

		1250						LN		47		23		false		            23    am not a part of the LGBT community, however, I				false

		1251						LN		47		24		false		            24    definitely support them.  And when I look at the Pride				false

		1252						LN		47		25		false		            25    flag, I look at as a unifying source that all people				false

		1253						PG		48		0		false		page 48				false

		1254						LN		48		1		false		             1    from all political ideologies, and all types of people				false

		1255						LN		48		2		false		             2    that this flag unifies them and it is a symbol of				false

		1256						LN		48		3		false		             3    inclusion and safety for all.  So as I said, I support				false

		1257						LN		48		4		false		             4    the continuation of flying the flag.  Thank you.				false

		1258						LN		48		5		false		             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you.				false

		1259						LN		48		6		false		             6    Stephanie Camacho-Van Dyke, when you're ready.				false

		1260						LN		48		7		false		             7             STEPHANIE CAMACHO-VAN DYKE:  Good morning,				false

		1261						LN		48		8		false		             8    members of the Board.  Thank you for holding this space.				false

		1262						LN		48		9		false		             9    My name is Stephanie Camacho-Van Dyke.  My pronouns are				false

		1263						LN		48		10		false		            10    she/her.  And I'm the director of advocacy in education				false

		1264						LN		48		11		false		            11    at the LGBTQ Center OC.  Today I'm speaking in support				false

		1265						LN		48		12		false		            12    of the Pride flag at the Orange County fairgrounds.				false

		1266						LN		48		13		false		            13             As of this morning, our organization has				false

		1267						LN		48		14		false		            14    collected 300 signatures from community members who are				false

		1268						LN		48		15		false		            15    in support of keeping the Pride flag at the fairgrounds.				false

		1269						LN		48		16		false		            16    It's important that the fairgrounds acknowledge and				false

		1270						LN		48		17		false		            17    create a welcoming space for all its community members				false

		1271						LN		48		18		false		            18    including those community members who are lesbian, gay,				false

		1272						LN		48		19		false		            19    bisexual, trans gender, queer, as well.				false

		1273						LN		48		20		false		            20             I also want to call attention to our young				false

		1274						LN		48		21		false		            21    people too.  Even prior to the pandemic, LGBTQ have been				false

		1275						LN		48		22		false		            22    at an increased risk for depression, anxiety, and				false

		1276						LN		48		23		false		            23    substance use.  And these risks are even more pronounced				false

		1277						LN		48		24		false		            24    among youth who are trans gender and non-binary.  And so				false

		1278						LN		48		25		false		            25    it is crucial that the fairgrounds continues to visibly				false

		1279						PG		49		0		false		page 49				false

		1280						LN		49		1		false		             1    show its support in an effort for LGBTQ to know that				false

		1281						LN		49		2		false		             2    they are not alone and that they too have a place at the				false

		1282						LN		49		3		false		             3    OC Fairgrounds where they can belong and fully				false

		1283						LN		49		4		false		             4    participate.  Thank you.				false

		1284						LN		49		5		false		             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you,				false

		1285						LN		49		6		false		             6    Stephanie.  Theresa Nguyen, when you're ready.				false

		1286						LN		49		7		false		             7             THERESA NGUYEN:  Hi, everybody.  My name is				false

		1287						LN		49		8		false		             8    Theresa Nguyen.  I'm a resident of Orange County.  Thank				false

		1288						LN		49		9		false		             9    you Board member Aitken for communicating support --				false

		1289						LN		49		10		false		            10             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Teresa, I think you				false

		1290						LN		49		11		false		            11    accidentally muted yourself.				false

		1291						LN		49		12		false		            12             THERESA NGUYEN:  Really?				false

		1292						LN		49		13		false		            13             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yup.  There you go.				false

		1293						LN		49		14		false		            14             THERESA NGUYEN:  Hello.  Can you hear me?  I'm				false

		1294						LN		49		15		false		            15    sorry.  Should I start over?  I'm so sorry.  I'll be				false

		1295						LN		49		16		false		            16    brief.				false

		1296						LN		49		17		false		            17             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Go ahead.				false

		1297						LN		49		18		false		            18             THERESA NGUYEN:  My name is Theresa Nguyen.				false

		1298						LN		49		19		false		            19    I'm a resident of Orange County, and I just want to				false

		1299						LN		49		20		false		            20    thank Board member Aitken for communicating support for				false

		1300						LN		49		21		false		            21    creating an inclusive and safe space for Orange County				false

		1301						LN		49		22		false		            22    residents.  When you spoke, my heart, body, and mind				false

		1302						LN		49		23		false		            23    felt relief that runs up against the pain I see among my				false

		1303						LN		49		24		false		            24    fellow LGBTQ members who spoke before me.				false

		1304						LN		49		25		false		            25             I grew up in Orange County, and I dragged my				false

		1305						PG		50		0		false		page 50				false

		1306						LN		50		1		false		             1    husband here from the South.  And after four years of				false

		1307						LN		50		2		false		             2    living here my husband repeatedly asked me:  Where have				false

		1308						LN		50		3		false		             3    you brought me?  And this place in many ways seems more				false

		1309						LN		50		4		false		             4    hateful than North Carolina, where he comes from.  This				false

		1310						LN		50		5		false		             5    repeated comment stings as I think about the kind of				false

		1311						LN		50		6		false		             6    home and community I want to create for my children to				false

		1312						LN		50		7		false		             7    grow up in.				false

		1313						LN		50		8		false		             8             I have family members in Orange who identify as				false

		1314						LN		50		9		false		             9    LGBTQ.  I want our headship to stand with love and				false

		1315						LN		50		10		false		            10    inclusion, and I ask the Board to vote to keep its				false

		1316						LN		50		11		false		            11    ongoing support for LGBTQ individuals in Orange County				false

		1317						LN		50		12		false		            12    and any amendment that should be considered is to				false

		1318						LN		50		13		false		            13    identify how to continue to evaluate and elevate				false

		1319						LN		50		14		false		            14    inclusion and diverse voices in our county.  Fly that				false

		1320						LN		50		15		false		            15    flag and consider flying all manner of flags that				false

		1321						LN		50		16		false		            16    demonstrate the beautiful diversity of our community.				false

		1322						LN		50		17		false		            17    Thank you so much.				false

		1323						LN		50		18		false		            18             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you,				false

		1324						LN		50		19		false		            19    Theresa.  We have Piper Benom Sherwood next please.				false

		1325						LN		50		20		false		            20    When you're ready.				false

		1326						LN		50		21		false		            21             PIPER BENOM SHERWOOD:  Hi.  Good morning,				false

		1327						LN		50		22		false		            22    everyone.  Just briefly, the Pride flag is a public				false

		1328						LN		50		23		false		            23    statement that hate is not welcome in Orange County, and				false

		1329						LN		50		24		false		            24    we should stand firm on that.  It seems so simple to me.				false

		1330						LN		50		25		false		            25    Depression and teen suicide rates are higher than ever				false

		1331						PG		51		0		false		page 51				false

		1332						LN		51		1		false		             1    and mental health stressors are just being exacerbated				false

		1333						LN		51		2		false		             2    by the pandemic.				false

		1334						LN		51		3		false		             3             The flag represents acceptance, and if that				false

		1335						LN		51		4		false		             4    helps even one person in our community, why would we				false

		1336						LN		51		5		false		             5    take it down?  It's not a political statement.  We're in				false

		1337						LN		51		6		false		             6    a massive public health crisis and our community should				false

		1338						LN		51		7		false		             7    be focused on doing everything we can to unite us and				false

		1339						LN		51		8		false		             8    lift each other up.  The flag does not exclude anyone.				false

		1340						LN		51		9		false		             9    It actually does the opposite as a symbol of inclusion				false

		1341						LN		51		10		false		            10    which could not be more American.  I'm an advocate, and				false

		1342						LN		51		11		false		            11    I just wanted to say I'm in support of keeping the flag				false

		1343						LN		51		12		false		            12    at the fairground.  Thank you so much.				false

		1344						LN		51		13		false		            13             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, Piper.				false

		1345						LN		51		14		false		            14    I'm going to call the next group of speakers.  Kellie				false

		1346						LN		51		15		false		            15    Anne, followed by Cindy Massaro, Toija Fitzgerald,				false

		1347						LN		51		16		false		            16    Jeanine Robbins.  Cindy, when you're ready.				false

		1348						LN		51		17		false		            17             CINDY MASSARO:  Cindy first did you say?				false

		1349						LN		51		18		false		            18             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, please, Cindy.  Go				false

		1350						LN		51		19		false		            19    ahead.				false

		1351						LN		51		20		false		            20             CINDY MASSARO:  I am so sorry.  I thought there				false

		1352						LN		51		21		false		            21    was one person ahead of me.				false

		1353						LN		51		22		false		            22             (Simultaneous Speaking.)				false

		1354						LN		51		23		false		            23             CINDY MASSARO:  Oh, I'm sorry.  Did you want me				false

		1355						LN		51		24		false		            24    to go or the other person?				false

		1356						LN		51		25		false		            25             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Go ahead, Cindy.				false
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		1358						LN		52		1		false		             1             CINDY MASSARO:  Oh, okay.  I'm going to start				false

		1359						LN		52		2		false		             2    now.  Thank you very much for bringing this flag issue				false

		1360						LN		52		3		false		             3    to the agenda.  Thank you for hearing us and taking the				false

		1361						LN		52		4		false		             4    time to resolve this issue.  As we have been bringing				false

		1362						LN		52		5		false		             5    this issue before you over the last eight months, the				false

		1363						LN		52		6		false		             6    LGBT plus people aligning themselves with the Pride flag				false

		1364						LN		52		7		false		             7    have been saying that the Pride flag unites us and it				false

		1365						LN		52		8		false		             8    represents all of us and is a symbol of love and				false

		1366						LN		52		9		false		             9    acceptance.				false

		1367						LN		52		10		false		            10             Here are a few excerpts from emails sent to you				false

		1368						LN		52		11		false		            11    from those who align themselves with the Pride flag:  My				false

		1369						LN		52		12		false		            12    name is Joe Nance.  I heard that hate groups are				false

		1370						LN		52		13		false		            13    pressuring the OC Fairground to take down the Pride				false

		1371						LN		52		14		false		            14    flag.  Do not allow racist, homophobic bullies to				false

		1372						LN		52		15		false		            15    intimidate you, Stephanie Sandoz.  Anyone offended by				false

		1373						LN		52		16		false		            16    the flag is an extreme homophobe, Karen Hight.				false

		1374						LN		52		17		false		            17             There are many more but time does not permit me				false

		1375						LN		52		18		false		            18    to read them all to you.  These clearly are not words of				false

		1376						LN		52		19		false		            19    live and let live, unity, all are welcome and included,				false

		1377						LN		52		20		false		            20    and everyone is treated equally.  These words and				false

		1378						LN		52		21		false		            21    comments are directed at me and others who have come to				false

		1379						LN		52		22		false		            22    you for the last eight months doing our best to speak				false

		1380						LN		52		23		false		            23    with respect, kindness, and consideration for all.				false

		1381						LN		52		24		false		            24             As far as my memory serves, we have never				false

		1382						LN		52		25		false		            25    degraded the Pride flag or the people that associate				false

		1383						PG		53		0		false		page 53				false

		1384						LN		53		1		false		             1    themselves with it.  We are a genuine group of private				false

		1385						LN		53		2		false		             2    people who love our city and county and fairgrounds.  As				false

		1386						LN		53		3		false		             3    I have been here simply asking for fair and equitable				false

		1387						LN		53		4		false		             4    representation, I have been met with those aligning				false

		1388						LN		53		5		false		             5    themselves with the Pride flag, with name calling,				false

		1389						LN		53		6		false		             6    belittling, ostracizing, and hate speech.				false

		1390						LN		53		7		false		             7             Here now at the fairgrounds I am experiencing				false

		1391						LN		53		8		false		             8    the rainbow Pride flag as a symbol of disunity, hatred,				false

		1392						LN		53		9		false		             9    hate speech, and bullying.  Furthermore a year ago your				false

		1393						LN		53		10		false		            10    own Fair Board director put forth the resolution to fly				false

		1394						LN		53		11		false		            11    the flag representing Black History for only one month				false

		1395						LN		53		12		false		            12    and was denied, but you allowed full access to the Pride				false

		1396						LN		53		13		false		            13    flag to be flown not just for Pride Month, but year				false

		1397						LN		53		14		false		            14    round.				false

		1398						LN		53		15		false		            15             Certainly Director Bagneris and all Black				false

		1399						LN		53		16		false		            16    people wanting to be represented are not being treated				false

		1400						LN		53		17		false		            17    equally and fairly.  Are Black people not entitled to be				false

		1401						LN		53		18		false		            18    represented at the OC Fairgrounds?  How about the				false

		1402						LN		53		19		false		            19    community members that have repeatedly requested their				false

		1403						LN		53		20		false		            20    flags representing their interests?  Are they not				false

		1404						LN		53		21		false		            21    entitled to be represented at the OC fairgrounds?  If				false

		1405						LN		53		22		false		            22    this continues, you're elevating one group over another,				false

		1406						LN		53		23		false		            23    one group who seeks to put others down.				false

		1407						LN		53		24		false		            24             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Cindy.  That's				false

		1408						LN		53		25		false		            25    time.				false
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		1410						LN		54		1		false		             1             CINDY MASSARO:  I'm sorry.  That was just 2:25.				false

		1411						LN		54		2		false		             2    Just let me please finish.				false

		1412						LN		54		3		false		             3             (Simultaneous Speaking.)				false

		1413						LN		54		4		false		             4             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Go on to the next				false

		1414						LN		54		5		false		             5    commenter, please, Summer.  As a reminder, public				false

		1415						LN		54		6		false		             6    comment is limited to two minutes.  Please be respectful				false

		1416						LN		54		7		false		             7    of this time.  Thank you for your comments.				false

		1417						LN		54		8		false		             8             SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Kellie Anne is next.				false

		1418						LN		54		9		false		             9    Kellie, when you're ready.  I'll circle back.				false

		1419						LN		54		10		false		            10             KELLIE ANNE AVAKIAN:  Hi.				false

		1420						LN		54		11		false		            11             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Go ahead, Kellie.				false

		1421						LN		54		12		false		            12             KELLIE ANNE AVAKIAN:  Hi.  I'm thankful for				false

		1422						LN		54		13		false		            13    everyone's statements on here.  Something I want to				false

		1423						LN		54		14		false		            14    remind everybody.  I don't feel like the non-LGBT				false

		1424						LN		54		15		false		            15    community and cisgender people are thinking that LGBT				false

		1425						LN		54		16		false		            16    community (audio/connectivity interruption) there's hate				false

		1426						LN		54		17		false		            17    between anyone and so for LGBT to be calling cisgender				false

		1427						LN		54		18		false		            18    people that they're hateful towards us -- that's I think				false

		1428						LN		54		19		false		            19    that that's like name calling and being mean.				false

		1429						LN		54		20		false		            20             The Pride flag or LGBT flag -- and it's a				false

		1430						LN		54		21		false		            21    symbol of lesbian, gay, bisexual -- also the LGBTQ				false

		1431						LN		54		22		false		            22    social movements.  The OC Fair mission statement on your				false

		1432						LN		54		23		false		            23    website is that the OC Fair is (audio/connectivity				false

		1433						LN		54		24		false		            24    interruption) communities, interests -- plural,				false

		1434						LN		54		25		false		            25    agriculture, and heritage.  I don't see how the rainbow				false

		1435						PG		55		0		false		page 55				false

		1436						LN		55		1		false		             1    flag is that, although it is that but why are other				false

		1437						LN		55		2		false		             2    flags not that?				false

		1438						LN		55		3		false		             3             The one African American on the Board that				false

		1439						LN		55		4		false		             4    asked you to fly the (audio/connectivity interruption)				false

		1440						LN		55		5		false		             5    when you voted on the flags to fly, you all voted --				false

		1441						LN		55		6		false		             6    history flag -- to me that says you're racist.  So now				false

		1442						LN		55		7		false		             7    when I'm looking at the LGBT flag, I'm like, oh, well,				false

		1443						LN		55		8		false		             8    it's only for LGBTQ, but it's not for -- so how could				false

		1444						LN		55		9		false		             9    you vote no?  Flying the opposite of that and is proving				false

		1445						LN		55		10		false		            10    racist.  So you can say that it encompasses the blacks				false

		1446						LN		55		11		false		            11    and brown community for LGBT, but the person on your own				false

		1447						LN		55		12		false		            12    board, you voted against her.				false

		1448						LN		55		13		false		            13             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, Kellie				false

		1449						LN		55		14		false		            14    That is time.				false

		1450						LN		55		15		false		            15             KELLIE ANNE AVAKIAN:  She wanted to put up a				false

		1451						LN		55		16		false		            16    flag for Black History Month.  You voted against her.				false

		1452						LN		55		17		false		            17             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you,				false

		1453						LN		55		18		false		            18    Kellie.  That is time.  The next speaker we have is				false

		1454						LN		55		19		false		            19    Toija Fitzgerald.  Toija, when you're ready.				false

		1455						LN		55		20		false		            20             KELLIE ANNE AVAKIAN:  -- kind of makes you guys				false

		1456						LN		55		21		false		            21    look like you're racist.  (indiscernible) this is not --				false

		1457						LN		55		22		false		            22    can't be inclusive of other heritage --				false

		1458						LN		55		23		false		            23             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, is that the				false

		1459						LN		55		24		false		            24    last speaker who was just --				false

		1460						LN		55		25		false		            25             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, it was.  Toija				false
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		1462						LN		56		1		false		             1    Fitzgerald is up next.				false

		1463						LN		56		2		false		             2             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.				false

		1464						LN		56		3		false		             3             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Toija, are you there?  I can				false

		1465						LN		56		4		false		             4    circle back.  Jeanine Robbins, when you're ready.				false

		1466						LN		56		5		false		             5             JEANINE ROBBINS:  Good morning.  The Pride				false

		1467						LN		56		6		false		             6    flag, who could have imagined that this would have				false

		1468						LN		56		7		false		             7    become such a hot-button issue drawing so much anger?  I				false

		1469						LN		56		8		false		             8    think the fact that it has become such an issue is				false

		1470						LN		56		9		false		             9    reason alone to keep the flag flying high.  What these				false

		1471						LN		56		10		false		            10    opponents of the flag need to realize is that the LGBTQ				false

		1472						LN		56		11		false		            11    community is not a special interest or a special group,				false

		1473						LN		56		12		false		            12    as other commenters have stated.				false

		1474						LN		56		13		false		            13             It is not comparable to Little League, skate				false

		1475						LN		56		14		false		            14    boarding, scouting, or any other examples brought up by				false

		1476						LN		56		15		false		            15    previous speakers who oppose the flag.  The fact that				false

		1477						LN		56		16		false		            16    they do compare the LGBTQ community to such activities				false

		1478						LN		56		17		false		            17    is very offensive to myself and others.  The Pride flag				false

		1479						LN		56		18		false		            18    is a symbol of a social justice issue, an issue that				false

		1480						LN		56		19		false		            19    affects all of us.  This flag represents a stand against				false

		1481						LN		56		20		false		            20    social inequality and oppression.				false

		1482						LN		56		21		false		            21             It is imperative in this day in age that we				false

		1483						LN		56		22		false		            22    take a stand for acceptance.  Having spent thousands of				false

		1484						LN		56		23		false		            23    hours working on the fairgrounds property, we have				false

		1485						LN		56		24		false		            24    observed as well as interceded in numerous anti-gay				false

		1486						LN		56		25		false		            25    harassment issues.  As founding members of the People's				false

		1487						PG		57		0		false		page 57				false

		1488						LN		57		1		false		             1    Homeless Task Force OC, through our homeless outreach,				false

		1489						LN		57		2		false		             2    we have found that over 40 percent of homeless youth				false

		1490						LN		57		3		false		             3    are members of the LGBTQ community and are homeless				false

		1491						LN		57		4		false		             4    because they belong to the LGBT community.				false

		1492						LN		57		5		false		             5             Please do not allow yourselves to be bullied to				false

		1493						LN		57		6		false		             6    remove this flag.  The flag needs to stay as a sign of				false

		1494						LN		57		7		false		             7    acceptance.  Thank you.				false

		1495						LN		57		8		false		             8             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Jeanine.  I'll				false

		1496						LN		57		9		false		             9    call the next group of speakers.  We have Mike Robbins,				false

		1497						LN		57		10		false		            10    followed by Bryan Terry.  Todd Martin, and Todd Avakian.				false

		1498						LN		57		11		false		            11    Mike Robbins, when you're ready.				false

		1499						LN		57		12		false		            12             MIKE ROBBINS:  Hi.  I'm Mike Robbins.  Some of				false

		1500						LN		57		13		false		            13    you actually might know me.  This is a very touchy				false

		1501						LN		57		14		false		            14    issue, and I do believe that we should continue to fly				false

		1502						LN		57		15		false		            15    the flag.  Let me read this statement:  Prominent				false

		1503						LN		57		16		false		            16    Evangelist, Franklin Graham, thanked President Donald				false

		1504						LN		57		17		false		            17    Trump and the US State Department for helping deny				false

		1505						LN		57		18		false		            18    embassy's request to fly the rainbow flag during Pride				false

		1506						LN		57		19		false		            19    Month.				false

		1507						LN		57		20		false		            20             Son of late US Evangelist, Billy Graham, and				false

		1508						LN		57		21		false		            21    current president of the Samaritan's Purse took to				false

		1509						LN		57		22		false		            22    Facebook Saturday to applaud Trump and US Secretary of				false

		1510						LN		57		23		false		            23    State, Mike Pompeo, for making the decision not to fly				false

		1511						LN		57		24		false		            24    the gay flag over our embassies in June.  Thousands of				false

		1512						LN		57		25		false		            25    his more than seven million followers appeared to				false

		1513						PG		58		0		false		page 58				false

		1514						LN		58		1		false		             1    support Graham's claim that rainbow adorned Gay Pride				false

		1515						LN		58		2		false		             2    flags are offensive to Christians and much of the				false

		1516						LN		58		3		false		             3    country.				false

		1517						LN		58		4		false		             4             State department sources last week reportedly				false

		1518						LN		58		5		false		             5    confirmed the agency had denied multiple diplomatic				false

		1519						LN		58		6		false		             6    requests to fly the rainbow Pride flag on official				false

		1520						LN		58		7		false		             7    embassy flag poles.  "I want to thank President Donald				false

		1521						LN		58		8		false		             8    Trump," said Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, "for making				false

		1522						LN		58		9		false		             9    the decision not to fly the gay flag over our embassies				false

		1523						LN		58		10		false		            10    during June in recognition of Gay Pride Month.  This gay				false

		1524						LN		58		11		false		            11    Pride flag is offensive to Christians and millions of				false

		1525						LN		58		12		false		            12    people of other faiths, not only in this country but				false

		1526						LN		58		13		false		            13    around the world.				false

		1527						LN		58		14		false		            14             So do we put up with this anymore?  Is that				false

		1528						LN		58		15		false		            15    over with?  Is that gone?  Are we supporting this issue,				false

		1529						LN		58		16		false		            16    or are we not?  Are we still on the Trump agenda and the				false

		1530						LN		58		17		false		            17    religious right?  Or are we for freedom in America?  And				false

		1531						LN		58		18		false		            18    that's the way it is, and this is what we should do --				false

		1532						LN		58		19		false		            19    fly the flag.				false

		1533						LN		58		20		false		            20             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, Mike.				false

		1534						LN		58		21		false		            21    Bryan Terry, when you're ready.				false

		1535						LN		58		22		false		            22             BRYAN TERRY:  Hello.  Can you hear me all				false

		1536						LN		58		23		false		            23    right?				false

		1537						LN		58		24		false		            24             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, go ahead.				false

		1538						LN		58		25		false		            25             BRYAN TERRY:  Fabulous.  Hi.  My name is Bryan				false

		1539						PG		59		0		false		page 59				false

		1540						LN		59		1		false		             1    Terry, he/him/his.  I'm the director of marketing for OC				false

		1541						LN		59		2		false		             2    Pride.  I wanted to thank the OC fairgrounds for letting				false

		1542						LN		59		3		false		             3    us gather today to voice our strong support for the				false

		1543						LN		59		4		false		             4    Pride flag.  Everyone here today has done such a great				false

		1544						LN		59		5		false		             5    job explaining why the flag should continue to fly				false

		1545						LN		59		6		false		             6    already.  So I'll just use my time to tell a short story				false

		1546						LN		59		7		false		             7    about something that happened to me in 2019.				false

		1547						LN		59		8		false		             8             During the 2019 OC Pride festival, I was				false

		1548						LN		59		9		false		             9    running around like a crazy person, and anyone who's put				false

		1549						LN		59		10		false		            10    together a big event before knows exactly what a crazy				false

		1550						LN		59		11		false		            11    person looks like running around trying to put out				false

		1551						LN		59		12		false		            12    fires.  During a particularly chaotic moment of that				false

		1552						LN		59		13		false		            13    day, I was stopped by a mother and her son who was maybe				false

		1553						LN		59		14		false		            14    like 11 or 12.				false

		1554						LN		59		15		false		            15             The mom who was wearing like a ton of rainbow				false

		1555						LN		59		16		false		            16    pins on her vest asked if her son could tell me				false

		1556						LN		59		17		false		            17    something, so I said sure.  And I remembered my				false

		1557						LN		59		18		false		            18    Disneyland training, and I got down on one knee so I				false

		1558						LN		59		19		false		            19    can, you know, talk to the young man on his level.  He				false

		1559						LN		59		20		false		            20    told me he really wanted to thank me for having pride				false

		1560						LN		59		21		false		            21    because for the first time he felt safe like he was at				false

		1561						LN		59		22		false		            22    home.				false

		1562						LN		59		23		false		            23             And he never feels that when he's at school,				false

		1563						LN		59		24		false		            24    and he's just so happy.  And he teared up a little, I				false

		1564						LN		59		25		false		            25    teared up a little bit.  It was a whole moment.  Because				false
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		1566						LN		60		1		false		             1    I saw a lot of myself in that little boy.  Maybe if I				false

		1567						LN		60		2		false		             2    had seen the Pride flag growing up maybe I wouldn't have				false

		1568						LN		60		3		false		             3    put up a lot of the walls that I did that I had to spend				false

		1569						LN		60		4		false		             4    a lot of therapy sessions, you know, tearing down and				false

		1570						LN		60		5		false		             5    just trying to become the best version of myself.				false

		1571						LN		60		6		false		             6             So just in closing, I just -- I implore that				false

		1572						LN		60		7		false		             7    the OC fairgrounds continue to fly the flag.  The				false

		1573						LN		60		8		false		             8    biggest reason for me is that our children are watching.				false

		1574						LN		60		9		false		             9    And you never know what they're going to take away from				false

		1575						LN		60		10		false		            10    the actions that we do and I feel that taking down the				false

		1576						LN		60		11		false		            11    flag sends a very poor message.				false

		1577						LN		60		12		false		            12             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay, Bryan.  That's time.				false

		1578						LN		60		13		false		            13             BRYAN TERRY:  Thank you so much.				false

		1579						LN		60		14		false		            14             SECRETARY ANGUS:  We have Todd Martin next				false

		1580						LN		60		15		false		            15    please.  Todd, when you're ready.				false

		1581						LN		60		16		false		            16             TODD MARTIN:  Okay.  Can you guys hear me all				false

		1582						LN		60		17		false		            17    right?				false

		1583						LN		60		18		false		            18             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.				false

		1584						LN		60		19		false		            19             TODD MARTIN:  Okay.  Thank you all for taking				false

		1585						LN		60		20		false		            20    the time to, you know, sit here and listen to us because				false

		1586						LN		60		21		false		            21    there obviously are many.  For me there's a few issues.				false

		1587						LN		60		22		false		            22    First of all, we've been labled as haters if we disagree				false

		1588						LN		60		23		false		            23    with the Pride flag.  And I think that's totally unfair.				false

		1589						LN		60		24		false		            24             If you knew me and many people on this call do,				false

		1590						LN		60		25		false		            25    you know that I don't have hate for people.  It's quite				false

		1591						PG		61		0		false		page 61				false

		1592						LN		61		1		false		             1    the opposite.  And to be labeled that way is just				false

		1593						LN		61		2		false		             2    divisive and it feels terrible.  I really don't like it				false

		1594						LN		61		3		false		             3    when people label me that way, as a hater, when they				false

		1595						LN		61		4		false		             4    don't know me, and it's actually the exact opposite.  So				false

		1596						LN		61		5		false		             5    this flag is creating division.  It does not include				false

		1597						LN		61		6		false		             6    everybody.				false

		1598						LN		61		7		false		             7             I mean, if it did then even one person on this				false

		1599						LN		61		8		false		             8    call would be enough to prove that's not the case.  And				false

		1600						LN		61		9		false		             9    I can tell you, I represent a lot of people on the same				false

		1601						LN		61		10		false		            10    boat that are not happy with this, and I don't have				false

		1602						LN		61		11		false		            11    anything against gay people.  I've got friends who are				false

		1603						LN		61		12		false		            12    gay.  I've got neighbors who I get along with really				false

		1604						LN		61		13		false		            13    great who are gay, but it does not represent all of us.				false

		1605						LN		61		14		false		            14             And, you know, I do international Christian				false

		1606						LN		61		15		false		            15    mission work where we do, you know, help people in				false

		1607						LN		61		16		false		            16    Zimbabwe getting food to them and the persecution that				false

		1608						LN		61		17		false		            17    they endure is so much greater than what we've been				false

		1609						LN		61		18		false		            18    talking about here.  And I have a huge heart for them.				false

		1610						LN		61		19		false		            19    I understand the gay people and their Pride flag and how				false

		1611						LN		61		20		false		            20    it makes them feel better.  I would like equal				false

		1612						LN		61		21		false		            21    representation.				false

		1613						LN		61		22		false		            22             I would like to be able to fly a flag to				false

		1614						LN		61		23		false		            23    represent my friends who are being killed, murdered,				false

		1615						LN		61		24		false		            24    imprisoned for their faith and things like that.  And it				false

		1616						LN		61		25		false		            25    just doesn't come across for me as being fair at all.  I				false

		1617						PG		62		0		false		page 62				false

		1618						LN		62		1		false		             1    feel totally excluded.  I would love to be able to put a				false

		1619						LN		62		2		false		             2    flag up there that represents many, many people that I				false

		1620						LN		62		3		false		             3    know, and I'm not talking about in Zimbabwe, but people				false

		1621						LN		62		4		false		             4    who share the same feelings I do in regards to people				false

		1622						LN		62		5		false		             5    here in Orange County.  And I just think it's kind of an				false

		1623						LN		62		6		false		             6    oxymoron that the fairgrounds Fair is being unfair.				false

		1624						LN		62		7		false		             7    Please give us equal representation in this matter.				false

		1625						LN		62		8		false		             8    Thank you very much.				false

		1626						LN		62		9		false		             9             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Todd.  Todd				false

		1627						LN		62		10		false		            10    Avakian, when you're ready.				false

		1628						LN		62		11		false		            11             TODD AVAKIAN:  Thank you so much for bringing				false

		1629						LN		62		12		false		            12    this issue before the Board today and allowing us who				false

		1630						LN		62		13		false		            13    live in the community, you know, the opportunity to				false

		1631						LN		62		14		false		            14    share our views.  I just wanted to keep this short.				false

		1632						LN		62		15		false		            15    I've got many, many friends who are gay that I love and				false

		1633						LN		62		16		false		            16    care for deeply that are involved with my family, our				false

		1634						LN		62		17		false		            17    community, and I just, you know, listening to these				false

		1635						LN		62		18		false		            18    calls, there's so much incredible emotion, name calling,				false

		1636						LN		62		19		false		            19    on both sides, anger.				false

		1637						LN		62		20		false		            20             I'm astounded by the judgment of one side.				false

		1638						LN		62		21		false		            21    Again, it's happening on both sides, but I'm astounded				false

		1639						LN		62		22		false		            22    that one can say it's helpful but in the next word just				false

		1640						LN		62		23		false		            23    slew so much judgement and anger and divisiveness and				false

		1641						LN		62		24		false		            24    hatred towards anyone who disagrees with it.  This				false

		1642						LN		62		25		false		            25    intense emotion and name calling, in my opinion, is the				false

		1643						PG		63		0		false		page 63				false

		1644						LN		63		1		false		             1    clearest example of why we should only fly the US flag,				false

		1645						LN		63		2		false		             2    the California flag, and the OC Fair flag.  Thank you so				false

		1646						LN		63		3		false		             3    much.				false

		1647						LN		63		4		false		             4             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Todd.  I'm going				false

		1648						LN		63		5		false		             5    to call the next group of speakers.  Dr. Gabby, Fay				false

		1649						LN		63		6		false		             6    Nguyen, Gabriella G., when you're ready.  Oh, I'm sorry.				false

		1650						LN		63		7		false		             7    Dr. Gabby, when you're ready.				false

		1651						LN		63		8		false		             8             DR. GABBY CASTANEDA:  Hi, everyone.  Thank you				false

		1652						LN		63		9		false		             9    for allowing me this opportunity to speak.  I am in full				false

		1653						LN		63		10		false		            10    support with all my being of continuing to fly the flag.				false

		1654						LN		63		11		false		            11    It is such an important symbol of unity and love.  And I				false

		1655						LN		63		12		false		            12    truly feel bad for those that disagreed, although I				false

		1656						LN		63		13		false		            13    respect your opinions, but certainly it is a way for all				false

		1657						LN		63		14		false		            14    of us to come together and acknowledge our community				false

		1658						LN		63		15		false		            15    members.				false

		1659						LN		63		16		false		            16             This is a place where everyone is welcome.  As				false

		1660						LN		63		17		false		            17    a mother of two young boys, we often go to the OC				false

		1661						LN		63		18		false		            18    grounds for different events and whatnot and seeing				false

		1662						LN		63		19		false		            19    those flags there and showing them and trying to be the				false

		1663						LN		63		20		false		            20    best parent that I can for them to be inclusive.  It is				false

		1664						LN		63		21		false		            21    incredibly important to me and for my opportunity.				false

		1665						LN		63		22		false		            22             I have an array of friends of all walks of life				false

		1666						LN		63		23		false		            23    that identified and are part of the LGBTQ community that				false

		1667						LN		63		24		false		            24    I love dearly, and it breaks my heart to see how much				false

		1668						LN		63		25		false		            25    they have to endure and they continue to endure and				false

		1669						PG		64		0		false		page 64				false

		1670						LN		64		1		false		             1    having this even be an issue of not having that flag up				false

		1671						LN		64		2		false		             2    there as a signal of being inclusive.				false

		1672						LN		64		3		false		             3             It's incredibly disheartening that this is an				false

		1673						LN		64		4		false		             4    issue in 2021.  I think we have seen enough, many have				false

		1674						LN		64		5		false		             5    lived through enough to be able to get past that and				false

		1675						LN		64		6		false		             6    show our love and support for others that are, you know,				false

		1676						LN		64		7		false		             7    that don't necessarily, you know, identify like we do.				false

		1677						LN		64		8		false		             8    But, you know, as a person of faith, as Ms. Aitken				false

		1678						LN		64		9		false		             9    stated earlier, I couldn't have said it any better.				false

		1679						LN		64		10		false		            10             I think this is an important time in my				false

		1680						LN		64		11		false		            11    practice as a Catholic to really continue to reflect and				false

		1681						LN		64		12		false		            12    continue to put love out there and support those that				false

		1682						LN		64		13		false		            13    need it the most.  And in my view, in my personal				false

		1683						LN		64		14		false		            14    opinion, our LGBTQ are incredible human beings that				false

		1684						LN		64		15		false		            15    deserve the same respect that anyone else is getting in				false

		1685						LN		64		16		false		            16    being included.  And I thank you.  I don't need the two				false

		1686						LN		64		17		false		            17    minutes to continue to say that I firmly recommend and I				false

		1687						LN		64		18		false		            18    hope that you do continue to fly that Pride flag.				false

		1688						LN		64		19		false		            19             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you,				false

		1689						LN		64		20		false		            20    Dr. Gabby.  That's time.  Fay, if you want to try giving				false

		1690						LN		64		21		false		            21    comment, you can.  She was having some difficulties				false

		1691						LN		64		22		false		            22    earlier.  If you want to try, go ahead.  If not, we'll				false

		1692						LN		64		23		false		            23    move on to the next speaker.  Okay.  After that we have				false

		1693						LN		64		24		false		            24    Gabriella G, when you're ready.				false

		1694						LN		64		25		false		            25             GABRIELLE G:  Is that me?  I'm Gabrielle G.				false
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		1696						LN		65		1		false		             1             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, that's you.				false

		1697						LN		65		2		false		             2             GABRIELLE G:  All right.  Just want to make				false

		1698						LN		65		3		false		             3    sure.  First of all, my fiance and I are transplants to				false

		1699						LN		65		4		false		             4    Orange County.  And we have received vandalism hate.  We				false

		1700						LN		65		5		false		             5    are thinking about moving from Orange County.  Orange				false

		1701						LN		65		6		false		             6    County has ranked lower as far as inclusivity, as far as				false

		1702						LN		65		7		false		             7    the Human Rights Campaign, on a scale of 1 to 100 Orange				false

		1703						LN		65		8		false		             8    County, a whole ranks about 53.				false

		1704						LN		65		9		false		             9             So it is a huge problem.  Inclusivity is not a				false

		1705						LN		65		10		false		            10    pie.  If you get representation to one group, that does				false

		1706						LN		65		11		false		            11    not deminish the representation of other groups.  The				false

		1707						LN		65		12		false		            12    Pride flag does represent inclusivity, diversity,				false

		1708						LN		65		13		false		            13    inclusivity, life, healing, sunlight, nature, harmony,				false

		1709						LN		65		14		false		            14    spirit.  Those are what the colors represent.  For				false

		1710						LN		65		15		false		            15    people saying -- I love how people are saying I don't				false

		1711						LN		65		16		false		            16    hate.  I don't hate.  I don't hate.  It creates hate				false

		1712						LN		65		17		false		            17    when you don't want to fly the flag.				false

		1713						LN		65		18		false		            18             As far as it -- all these other groups being				false

		1714						LN		65		19		false		            19    represented, I also agree with what some of other people				false

		1715						LN		65		20		false		            20    said.  Being gay is not Little League sports.  It is not				false

		1716						LN		65		21		false		            21    something that I choose to do.  It is who I am.  Orange				false

		1717						LN		65		22		false		            22    County has become very, very divisive in its rhetoric.				false

		1718						LN		65		23		false		            23    Up until very recently, the Pride flag was not allowed				false

		1719						LN		65		24		false		            24    to fly in the US embassies because of what the				false

		1720						LN		65		25		false		            25    ex-president did and his policies.				false
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		1722						LN		66		1		false		             1             So to stand with that and to continue that				false

		1723						LN		66		2		false		             2    rhetoric of not allowing Pride flags to fly.  And for				false

		1724						LN		66		3		false		             3    the people who said that it didn't represent Jewish				false

		1725						LN		66		4		false		             4    heritage or Black heritage, there are Pride flags -- the				false

		1726						LN		66		5		false		             5    rainbow flag has a Jewish autonomous and it is also NHS				false

		1727						LN		66		6		false		             6    friendly, which is for mental health, and it also does				false

		1728						LN		66		7		false		             7    have a South American flag as well.				false

		1729						LN		66		8		false		             8             So there are ways to have different groups that				false

		1730						LN		66		9		false		             9    are marginalized, different groups that are				false

		1731						LN		66		10		false		            10    discriminated against represented within that Pride				false

		1732						LN		66		11		false		            11    flag.  And one more thing, I am a proud, proud				false

		1733						LN		66		12		false		            12    Christian.  I've had a hard time rectifying my faith				false

		1734						LN		66		13		false		            13    with who I am because for a long time people in church				false

		1735						LN		66		14		false		            14    told me that God hated who I was.  Nowhere on the Bible				false

		1736						LN		66		15		false		            15    does it say that homosexuality is a sin.  And we are a				false

		1737						LN		66		16		false		            16    country of division of church and state.  So we need to				false

		1738						LN		66		17		false		            17    honor that as well.  I very much hope that --				false

		1739						LN		66		18		false		            18             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  It's time.				false

		1740						LN		66		19		false		            19             GABRIELLE G:  Thank you.				false

		1741						LN		66		20		false		            20             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  We have Shannon Wooten				false

		1742						LN		66		21		false		            21    followed by Kane.  Shannon, when you're ready.  Shannon,				false

		1743						LN		66		22		false		            22    are you there?  Okay.  Moving on.  We'll circle back.				false

		1744						LN		66		23		false		            23    Kane, when you're ready.				false

		1745						LN		66		24		false		            24             KANE:  Thank you for having me.  Thank you for				false

		1746						LN		66		25		false		            25    everyone taking the time to hear us all out.  I am a				false
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		1748						LN		67		1		false		             1    resident of Orange County for probably two-thirds of my				false

		1749						LN		67		2		false		             2    life already.  I also serve on the Board of Directors				false

		1750						LN		67		3		false		             3    for OC Pride.  I am a straight male with wife and kids				false

		1751						LN		67		4		false		             4    and everything, but I feel it's very, very important to				false

		1752						LN		67		5		false		             5    support this organization, this community.				false

		1753						LN		67		6		false		             6             With that being said, it sounds like a lot of				false

		1754						LN		67		7		false		             7    this issue -- it sounds more that people want to include				false

		1755						LN		67		8		false		             8    other communities -- other, you know, just more				false

		1756						LN		67		9		false		             9    inclusion then the argument should be that we need to				false

		1757						LN		67		10		false		            10    push for those representations to happen not to take				false

		1758						LN		67		11		false		            11    down another flag.  Someone suggested being able to fly				false

		1759						LN		67		12		false		            12    all theses different flags.  Then great, let's work				false

		1760						LN		67		13		false		            13    towards it.  But let's not try to tear down this				false

		1761						LN		67		14		false		            14    community who suffered so much that I supported for so				false

		1762						LN		67		15		false		            15    long with my life, you know.				false

		1763						LN		67		16		false		            16             This flag represents so much and as Gabrielle G				false

		1764						LN		67		17		false		            17    said earlier, this flag if people did their research and				false

		1765						LN		67		18		false		            18    educated themselves, represents so much more beyond just				false

		1766						LN		67		19		false		            19    the LGBT community.  It is about inclusion and it should				false

		1767						LN		67		20		false		            20    be able to touch every single person that's ever walked				false

		1768						LN		67		21		false		            21    this earth.  The colors in that flag represent so many				false

		1769						LN		67		22		false		            22    different things.  So the argument shouldn't be to				false

		1770						LN		67		23		false		            23    remove this flag, it should be to add the other flags				false

		1771						LN		67		24		false		            24    then if it means so much more to you.				false

		1772						LN		67		25		false		            25             That's where the issue should lie not taking				false
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		1774						LN		68		1		false		             1    down this flag.  And it's a huge deal.  Too many people				false

		1775						LN		68		2		false		             2    as it's been said already have been pursecuted and				false

		1776						LN		68		3		false		             3    killed because of this representation.  So to really --				false

		1777						LN		68		4		false		             4    slap in their face.  So I just -- I can't understand.				false

		1778						LN		68		5		false		             5    If you have to say that you don't hate to prove that you				false

		1779						LN		68		6		false		             6    don't hate, I don't know.				false

		1780						LN		68		7		false		             7             I'm sorry.  I don't mean to be disrespectful				false

		1781						LN		68		8		false		             8    but this is a moment.  We're 2021, I just don't				false

		1782						LN		68		9		false		             9    understand.  We should be moving forward.  Move forward.				false

		1783						LN		68		10		false		            10    Include everyone in it if that's the case.  Fight for				false

		1784						LN		68		11		false		            11    that cause.  You know, we should not have stopped at the				false

		1785						LN		68		12		false		            12    Black History Month flag being denied to be flown during				false

		1786						LN		68		13		false		            13    Black History Month.  We should have kept pursuing that				false

		1787						LN		68		14		false		            14    then if that's the case, you know, but I'm all about				false

		1788						LN		68		15		false		            15    this.  I'm for keeping this flag up.  You know, it				false

		1789						LN		68		16		false		            16    just -- it's saddening and disheartening as many have				false

		1790						LN		68		17		false		            17    said --				false

		1791						LN		68		18		false		            18             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Thank you, Kane.  That				false

		1792						LN		68		19		false		            19    is time.				false

		1793						LN		68		20		false		            20             KANE:  Thank you.				false

		1794						LN		68		21		false		            21             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'm going to do one last call				false

		1795						LN		68		22		false		            22    for Shannon Wooten or Toija Fitzgerald, if either are on				false

		1796						LN		68		23		false		            23    for public comment.  Okay.  Hearing none, Chair				false

		1797						LN		68		24		false		            24    Rubalcava-Garcia, I'll turn it back to you.				false

		1798						LN		68		25		false		            25             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Summer.				false
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		1800						LN		69		1		false		             1    And thank you to all of the speakers who came today and				false

		1801						LN		69		2		false		             2    expressed your support or opposition to this flag and				false

		1802						LN		69		3		false		             3    just to contribute to the discussion.  I greatly				false

		1803						LN		69		4		false		             4    appreciate it on behalf of the Board.  I actually have a				false

		1804						LN		69		5		false		             5    comment to make before I turn it over to the Board for				false

		1805						LN		69		6		false		             6    discussion and a vote on whether or not to continue				false

		1806						LN		69		7		false		             7    flying the flag.				false

		1807						LN		69		8		false		             8             In 2019 shortly after the flag was raised, we				false

		1808						LN		69		9		false		             9    had members of the community who were not happy and some				false

		1809						LN		69		10		false		            10    might even describe as slightly horrified by the				false

		1810						LN		69		11		false		            11    decision the Board made.  I recall sitting next to				false

		1811						LN		69		12		false		            12    Director Meyer.  Director Meyer, for those of you who				false

		1812						LN		69		13		false		            13    don't know is the Board member who introduced the Pride				false

		1813						LN		69		14		false		            14    flag in resolution that ensured all people, regardless				false

		1814						LN		69		15		false		            15    of race, creed, sexual orientation, or gender felt				false

		1815						LN		69		16		false		            16    represented and welcomed at the Fair.				false

		1816						LN		69		17		false		            17             During public comment at one of our Board				false

		1817						LN		69		18		false		            18    meetings, several people spoke against the flag.  Their				false

		1818						LN		69		19		false		            19    words were negative, cutting, and hurtful.  And I recall				false

		1819						LN		69		20		false		            20    looking over at Director Meyer, and he said, "Even				false

		1820						LN		69		21		false		            21    though I hear this all the time, it never gets easier."				false

		1821						LN		69		22		false		            22    In my eyes that's not okay.  All of the comments related				false

		1822						LN		69		23		false		            23    to the removal of the flag have helped reaffirm for me,				false

		1823						LN		69		24		false		            24    at least, that the flag should continue flying year				false

		1824						LN		69		25		false		            25    round.				false
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		1826						LN		70		1		false		             1             I originally voted to fly the Pride flag, and I				false

		1827						LN		70		2		false		             2    intend today to vote to continue flying the unifying				false

		1828						LN		70		3		false		             3    symbol of inclusion.  What I have learned during this				false

		1829						LN		70		4		false		             4    process is we still have a lot of work to do in Orange				false

		1830						LN		70		5		false		             5    County.  And I am born and raised -- I've been here 42				false

		1831						LN		70		6		false		             6    years, so I've been here a long time.				false

		1832						LN		70		7		false		             7             And I know today, even though we've made				false

		1833						LN		70		8		false		             8    progress, there's still a lot of work that needs to be				false

		1834						LN		70		9		false		             9    done.  To compare the Pride flag to organizations such				false

		1835						LN		70		10		false		            10    as Little League, Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts is not a				false

		1836						LN		70		11		false		            11    comparison that resonates for me, as a member of this				false

		1837						LN		70		12		false		            12    Board.  I'm sure Girl Scouts or any of the other groups				false

		1838						LN		70		13		false		            13    that I've mentioned have never felt unwelcomed because				false

		1839						LN		70		14		false		            14    of their affiliation with the organization they				false

		1840						LN		70		15		false		            15    represent.				false

		1841						LN		70		16		false		            16             Furthermore, many of the comments I have				false

		1842						LN		70		17		false		            17    received via email or even today at this meeting have				false

		1843						LN		70		18		false		            18    compared this flag to the Board's decision not to fly a				false

		1844						LN		70		19		false		            19    flag during Black History Month.  For me these issues				false

		1845						LN		70		20		false		            20    are different.  The Pride or rainbow flag is a				false

		1846						LN		70		21		false		            21    nationally accepted symbol of inclusion and represents				false

		1847						LN		70		22		false		            22    all diverse groups of every culture.  All lives united,				false

		1848						LN		70		23		false		            23    in my opinion, with the Pride flag.				false

		1849						LN		70		24		false		            24             The Board decided not to fly that flag because				false

		1850						LN		70		25		false		            25    for us it was about representing all cultures.  There's				false
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		1852						LN		71		1		false		             1    not one flag that represents the Asian population.				false

		1853						LN		71		2		false		             2    There's not one flag that represents the Hispanic				false

		1854						LN		71		3		false		             3    population, and I am of Mexican decent so I understand				false

		1855						LN		71		4		false		             4    the issue is, you know, important as well.  So at this				false

		1856						LN		71		5		false		             5    time I'd like to open it up to the Board for discussion,				false

		1857						LN		71		6		false		             6    but I just -- that is sort of my position on what we do				false

		1858						LN		71		7		false		             7    with the flag moving forward.				false

		1859						LN		71		8		false		             8             Are there any other members of the Board who				false

		1860						LN		71		9		false		             9    would like to comment?				false

		1861						LN		71		10		false		            10             DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes, Director				false

		1862						LN		71		11		false		            11    Rubalcava-Garcia.  This is Director Bagneris.  And as I				false

		1863						LN		71		12		false		            12    did, originally, my reasons for not wanting the flag to				false

		1864						LN		71		13		false		            13    be flown year round was I saw Pandoras's box going to be				false

		1865						LN		71		14		false		            14    opened.  And when other people came and said they wanted				false

		1866						LN		71		15		false		            15    a flag, that we would not fly those flags, and which is				false

		1867						LN		71		16		false		            16    what we did last year turning down my resolution and				false

		1868						LN		71		17		false		            17    request to fly the flag only during Black History Month.				false

		1869						LN		71		18		false		            18             At my job we fly the Pride flag in June.  I				false

		1870						LN		71		19		false		            19    have no problem with that, in fact, I would like to see				false

		1871						LN		71		20		false		            20    that.  But year round was the challenge that I had				false

		1872						LN		71		21		false		            21    because when you elevate one, you marginalize the				false

		1873						LN		71		22		false		            22    others.  And for the Board to outright turn down the				false

		1874						LN		71		23		false		            23    opportunity to fly another flag when we had already				false

		1875						LN		71		24		false		            24    approved flying the Pride flag was very hurtful to my				false

		1876						LN		71		25		false		            25    community and to me.  And I would rather see us go back				false
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		1878						LN		72		1		false		             1    to how we were, and let's decide how we're going to				false

		1879						LN		72		2		false		             2    represent all communities.				false

		1880						LN		72		3		false		             3             Prior to this -- we caused this ourselves				false

		1881						LN		72		4		false		             4    because prior to this, we did not have survey results				false

		1882						LN		72		5		false		             5    that were saying, "I'm a gay person and I don't feel				false

		1883						LN		72		6		false		             6    welcomed at the Orange County Fair."  We weren't getting				false

		1884						LN		72		7		false		             7    those types of comments.  But now look what this has				false

		1885						LN		72		8		false		             8    caused today to have all of this public discourse around				false

		1886						LN		72		9		false		             9    a flag, and we caused that problem ourselves.  We				false

		1887						LN		72		10		false		            10    brought it on ourselves.				false

		1888						LN		72		11		false		            11             So I will be voting today to amend what we did				false

		1889						LN		72		12		false		            12    a year ago, two years ago now, and to allow the rainbow				false

		1890						LN		72		13		false		            13    flag to be flown in the month of June.  And if any other				false

		1891						LN		72		14		false		            14    organization has a flag that has a specific month that's				false

		1892						LN		72		15		false		            15    called out, California does call out other groups then				false

		1893						LN		72		16		false		            16    we can fly those flags.  But really this flag has become				false

		1894						LN		72		17		false		            17    a very divisive issue when it did not need to be.  So I				false

		1895						LN		72		18		false		            18    will not be -- I will be in support of amending what				false

		1896						LN		72		19		false		            19    we've already done so that we can correct this issue.				false

		1897						LN		72		20		false		            20    Thank you.				false

		1898						LN		72		21		false		            21             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Hello.  This is Sandra				false

		1899						LN		72		22		false		            22    Cervantes, and I have a quick comment.				false

		1900						LN		72		23		false		            23             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Sandra.				false

		1901						LN		72		24		false		            24    DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.  I initially voted				false

		1902						LN		72		25		false		            25    for the Pride flag, and I will continue to vote.  And I				false
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		1904						LN		73		1		false		             1    strongly support all of the comments that Director				false

		1905						LN		73		2		false		             2    Aitken made and also that our Chair Rubalcava-Garcia				false

		1906						LN		73		3		false		             3    made.  I think it is important, and I think it would be				false

		1907						LN		73		4		false		             4    detremental to go backwards and remove something that is				false

		1908						LN		73		5		false		             5    so important and so strong and unites everybody.  Thank				false

		1909						LN		73		6		false		             6    you.				false

		1910						LN		73		7		false		             7             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Any other comments				false

		1911						LN		73		8		false		             8    from the Board?				false

		1912						LN		73		9		false		             9             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.  This is Director La				false

		1913						LN		73		10		false		            10    Belle.  Couple comments.  Let me speak to Director				false

		1914						LN		73		11		false		            11    Bagneris's comments.  If I recall correctly earlier				false

		1915						LN		73		12		false		            12    discussions on this matter, I think Director Bagneris				false

		1916						LN		73		13		false		            13    mentioned that we do have a flag that's representative				false

		1917						LN		73		14		false		            14    of all of us in the United States.  It's call the United				false

		1918						LN		73		15		false		            15    States flag.  You have the 13 stripes that represent the				false

		1919						LN		73		16		false		            16    original colonies, and you have the 50 stars that				false

		1920						LN		73		17		false		            17    represent the individual states within the United				false

		1921						LN		73		18		false		            18    States.				false

		1922						LN		73		19		false		            19             I think we can all agree that we are a very				false

		1923						LN		73		20		false		            20    diverse country.  Montana is a little bit different than				false

		1924						LN		73		21		false		            21    Rhode Island, and Alaska is a little bit different than				false

		1925						LN		73		22		false		            22    Hawaii, but, you know, we're all part of the one United				false

		1926						LN		73		23		false		            23    States.  And I think that's important to articulate.				false

		1927						LN		73		24		false		            24    Obviously, I'm in support of flying the US flag, the				false

		1928						LN		73		25		false		            25    state flag, the Fair flag.				false
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		1930						LN		74		1		false		             1             And I do think that, you know, and I'm very				false

		1931						LN		74		2		false		             2    supportive of the inclusionary aspects of the Pride				false

		1932						LN		74		3		false		             3    flag, but I think in terms of Director Bagneris's				false

		1933						LN		74		4		false		             4    comments, we need to find a mechanism and maybe this				false

		1934						LN		74		5		false		             5    goes back to our committee of Robert and Nick.  We need				false

		1935						LN		74		6		false		             6    to find a way to recognize the other entities.  And I'm				false

		1936						LN		74		7		false		             7    not talking about the Little League or YMCA or anything				false

		1937						LN		74		8		false		             8    else.  A specific interest, you know, we're going to				false

		1938						LN		74		9		false		             9    hear a report after our closed session on Black History				false

		1939						LN		74		10		false		            10    Month.				false

		1940						LN		74		11		false		            11             I think that's something that, you know, we				false

		1941						LN		74		12		false		            12    ought to take a serious look at.  Ashleigh will recall,				false

		1942						LN		74		13		false		            13    we -- some years back we put in the workers memorial.				false

		1943						LN		74		14		false		            14    We actually built a memorial that recognized the				false

		1944						LN		74		15		false		            15    contributions that the early residents of Orange County				false

		1945						LN		74		16		false		            16    made from an agricultural standpoint.  One of the				false

		1946						LN		74		17		false		            17    speakers made a comment about some type of a memorial.				false

		1947						LN		74		18		false		            18    I'd certainly be willing to entertain looking at that in				false

		1948						LN		74		19		false		            19    incorporating something like that somewhere within the				false

		1949						LN		74		20		false		            20    Fair & Event Center.				false

		1950						LN		74		21		false		            21             Obviously I think we definitely need to move				false

		1951						LN		74		22		false		            22    forward on this but I would like to see us look at doing				false

		1952						LN		74		23		false		            23    other things to recognize other groups, whether it's on				false

		1953						LN		74		24		false		            24    a monthly basis or whatever, but I'll continue to				false

		1954						LN		74		25		false		            25    support as I did in the past the flying of the gay Pride				false

		1955						PG		75		0		false		page 75				false

		1956						LN		75		1		false		             1    flag at the Fair & Event Center.  With that, that would				false

		1957						LN		75		2		false		             2    conclude my comments.				false

		1958						LN		75		3		false		             3             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director La				false

		1959						LN		75		4		false		             4    Belle, and I appreciate you bringing up the Community				false

		1960						LN		75		5		false		             5    Engagement Committee, which is chaired by Director Ruiz				false

		1961						LN		75		6		false		             6    and Director Kovacevich.  You know, I recall when we had				false

		1962						LN		75		7		false		             7    this vote on the Black History Month issue and we also				false

		1963						LN		75		8		false		             8    had a presentation during Hispanic Heritage Month.  That				false

		1964						LN		75		9		false		             9    was the main purpose of us creating this community was				false

		1965						LN		75		10		false		            10    how do we engage the community and represent all ethnic				false

		1966						LN		75		11		false		            11    groups who, you know, feel -- who represent Orange				false

		1967						LN		75		12		false		            12    County well?				false

		1968						LN		75		13		false		            13             And that is something today -- you nailed it.				false

		1969						LN		75		14		false		            14    We have a presentation.  We've invited members of the				false

		1970						LN		75		15		false		            15    community to also make public comment during that, and				false

		1971						LN		75		16		false		            16    that's really who we'd like to represent.  But I do				false

		1972						LN		75		17		false		            17    agree that it should go back to the committee and they				false

		1973						LN		75		18		false		            18    think can explore other ways.				false

		1974						LN		75		19		false		            19             During the vote for the Black flag flying				false

		1975						LN		75		20		false		            20    during Black History Month, it was actually voted in,				false

		1976						LN		75		21		false		            21    you know, February towards the end of the month, but we				false

		1977						LN		75		22		false		            22    did adopt a resolution that did support Black Heritage				false

		1978						LN		75		23		false		            23    Month, and that's what we're following up forward with				false

		1979						LN		75		24		false		            24    today.  One other thing that came up during that				false

		1980						LN		75		25		false		            25    discussion was having a flag that represented all				false

		1981						PG		76		0		false		page 76				false

		1982						LN		76		1		false		             1    nations since, you know, there's not one flag that				false

		1983						LN		76		2		false		             2    represents, for example, the community that I come from,				false

		1984						LN		76		3		false		             3    the Hispanic community.				false

		1985						LN		76		4		false		             4             There's not just, you know, there's, you know,				false

		1986						LN		76		5		false		             5    different nations that represent all of the different				false

		1987						LN		76		6		false		             6    people and cultures in Orange County.  So maybe that is				false

		1988						LN		76		7		false		             7    something that we send back to the committee and they				false

		1989						LN		76		8		false		             8    can explore whether or not there is one unifying flag				false

		1990						LN		76		9		false		             9    from a cultural perspective as we continue to represent				false

		1991						LN		76		10		false		            10    and to highlight the great work that Black Americans are				false

		1992						LN		76		11		false		            11    doing in Orange County as we are today with our				false

		1993						LN		76		12		false		            12    presentation.				false

		1994						LN		76		13		false		            13             And we will do that during Asian-American Month				false

		1995						LN		76		14		false		            14    and Hispanic Heritage Month and all of the other groups				false

		1996						LN		76		15		false		            15    that represent Orange County throughout the year.  So				false

		1997						LN		76		16		false		            16    thank you for bringing that up and I do think that that				false

		1998						LN		76		17		false		            17    would be something we can ask the committee to review				false

		1999						LN		76		18		false		            18    moving forward as we move beyond the flag issues.  Any				false

		2000						LN		76		19		false		            19    other comments from the Board before we vote on a				false

		2001						LN		76		20		false		            20    motion?				false

		2002						LN		76		21		false		            21             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yeah.  This is Director Ruiz.				false

		2003						LN		76		22		false		            22    Thank you for that suggestion.  That's something I would				false

		2004						LN		76		23		false		            23    like to take on, you know, because we certainly don't				false

		2005						LN		76		24		false		            24    want to leave anybody out.  You know, taking down the				false

		2006						LN		76		25		false		            25    flag is taking a step backward, and we don't want to do				false

		2007						PG		77		0		false		page 77				false

		2008						LN		77		1		false		             1    that.				false

		2009						LN		77		2		false		             2             You know, like when this country moved away				false

		2010						LN		77		3		false		             3    from, you know, outlawing interracial marriage.  You				false

		2011						LN		77		4		false		             4    know, some people didn't like it.  Because they didn't				false

		2012						LN		77		5		false		             5    like it doesn't mean maybe it wasn't a good idea, let's				false

		2013						LN		77		6		false		             6    go back.  We don't want to do that.  But we do want to				false

		2014						LN		77		7		false		             7    do something that includes everyone.  So that's				false

		2015						LN		77		8		false		             8    something that I would definitely would love to take on,				false

		2016						LN		77		9		false		             9    and I'll let Director Kovacevich speak to that as well.				false

		2017						LN		77		10		false		            10             Because, you know, we do want to honor				false

		2018						LN		77		11		false		            11    everybody, white, black, brown, you know, that's Orange				false

		2019						LN		77		12		false		            12    County.  That's who we are.  We're made up of many				false

		2020						LN		77		13		false		            13    different races and colors.  And we don't want to leave				false

		2021						LN		77		14		false		            14    anybody out.  But taking the flag down, again, would be				false

		2022						LN		77		15		false		            15    taking a step backwards, and we don't want to do that.				false

		2023						LN		77		16		false		            16    And -- but we want to, again, take ideas, take comments,				false

		2024						LN		77		17		false		            17    and ideas from other people as well and see how we can				false

		2025						LN		77		18		false		            18    come up with something that honors everyone here in				false

		2026						LN		77		19		false		            19    Orange County.				false

		2027						LN		77		20		false		            20             How we do that?  That's something we can				false

		2028						LN		77		21		false		            21    discuss as a committee, we can discuss as a Board.  So				false

		2029						LN		77		22		false		            22    having said that, again, I will look forward to taking				false

		2030						LN		77		23		false		            23    on such a task to do that.  So that is my comment, and				false

		2031						LN		77		24		false		            24    unless Director Kovacevich has anything else to add				false

		2032						LN		77		25		false		            25    here?				false

		2033						PG		78		0		false		page 78				false

		2034						LN		78		1		false		             1             DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  I will add.  Thank you				false

		2035						LN		78		2		false		             2    Director Ruiz, and thank you to, first of all, to the				false

		2036						LN		78		3		false		             3    public for, you know, expressing your views, and also my				false

		2037						LN		78		4		false		             4    fellow colleague on the Board here.  You know, I think I				false

		2038						LN		78		5		false		             5    would like to echo what Director Ruiz says.  You know,				false

		2039						LN		78		6		false		             6    we're excited to be on this committee to help further				false

		2040						LN		78		7		false		             7    advance, you know, inclusion across all groups, across				false

		2041						LN		78		8		false		             8    all races and ethnicities and in various ways throughout				false

		2042						LN		78		9		false		             9    the fairgrounds and throughout the Fair, itself.				false

		2043						LN		78		10		false		            10             So we're excited to continue to move this				false

		2044						LN		78		11		false		            11    forward.  I do agree that obviously the decision that				false

		2045						LN		78		12		false		            12    was made almost two years ago, you know, has created				false

		2046						LN		78		13		false		            13    some confusion and some drama here.  We're hoping to put				false

		2047						LN		78		14		false		            14    that behind us, but I don't think the answer is to move				false

		2048						LN		78		15		false		            15    backwards.  I think that, you know, the kind of -- at				false

		2049						LN		78		16		false		            16    the time people should have thought about potentially				false

		2050						LN		78		17		false		            17    how to make it a more scalable process, but, you know,				false

		2051						LN		78		18		false		            18    it was approved.				false

		2052						LN		78		19		false		            19             I do believe that it was the right decision to				false

		2053						LN		78		20		false		            20    create inclusion in the community.  And I don't think				false

		2054						LN		78		21		false		            21    this is the time to go backward.  So I think we're going				false

		2055						LN		78		22		false		            22    to look forward, and we're going to look at other ways				false

		2056						LN		78		23		false		            23    and try to be mindful of potential pitfalls that we				false

		2057						LN		78		24		false		            24    might fall into if we do adopt additional ways.  But				false

		2058						LN		78		25		false		            25    we're going to look forward, and we're going to look for				false

		2059						PG		79		0		false		page 79				false

		2060						LN		79		1		false		             1    additional ways to include diversity amongst a variety				false

		2061						LN		79		2		false		             2    of things that go on at the fairgrounds.				false

		2062						LN		79		3		false		             3             So I'm excited to do that and I think, you				false

		2063						LN		79		4		false		             4    know, I'm excited for the Board to vote here.  I mean,				false

		2064						LN		79		5		false		             5    it sounds like, you know, a lot of people are in favor				false

		2065						LN		79		6		false		             6    of reaffirming the amendment that was put forward so we				false

		2066						LN		79		7		false		             7    can hold a vote on that and we can move forward --				false

		2067						LN		79		8		false		             8    CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  That sounds like a				false

		2068						LN		79		9		false		             9    motion.				false

		2069						LN		79		10		false		            10             DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yeah.  I'll go ahead and				false

		2070						LN		79		11		false		            11    make the motion --				false

		2071						LN		79		12		false		            12             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.				false

		2072						LN		79		13		false		            13             DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  To reaffirm and take the				false

		2073						LN		79		14		false		            14    vote and then, like I said, hopefully we can move on				false

		2074						LN		79		15		false		            15    from this flag issue for good.				false

		2075						LN		79		16		false		            16             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  This is Sandra, I second.				false

		2076						LN		79		17		false		            17             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  That's a second from				false

		2077						LN		79		18		false		            18    Sandra.  Thank you, Sandra.  Can you take a roll call				false

		2078						LN		79		19		false		            19    please, Summer?				false

		2079						LN		79		20		false		            20             DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Can we have discussion on				false

		2080						LN		79		21		false		            21    that motion please?				false

		2081						LN		79		22		false		            22             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Open for discussion.				false

		2082						LN		79		23		false		            23             DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Director Rubalcava-Garcia,				false

		2083						LN		79		24		false		            24    Director Bagneris.  That reaffirm or amend, I still hold				false

		2084						LN		79		25		false		            25    the position that we should amend and fly the flag but				false

		2085						PG		80		0		false		page 80				false

		2086						LN		80		1		false		             1    only in the month of June during Pride Month.  So I'm				false

		2087						LN		80		2		false		             2    hoping that some of my directors will see that that is				false

		2088						LN		80		3		false		             3    the right thing to do and it will solve the problem that				false

		2089						LN		80		4		false		             4    we created ourselves.  That we fly the Pride flag,				false

		2090						LN		80		5		false		             5    because we do believe in the Pride flag, but we fly it				false

		2091						LN		80		6		false		             6    in the month of June as opposed to year round.  So I				false

		2092						LN		80		7		false		             7    hope that you vote this motion down.				false

		2093						LN		80		8		false		             8             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  So we have a motion on				false

		2094						LN		80		9		false		             9    the floor already.  So this sounds like a two-motion				false

		2095						LN		80		10		false		            10    request to me.  So are you requesting that we -- would				false

		2096						LN		80		11		false		            11    you like to make a motion, Director Bagneris, to only				false

		2097						LN		80		12		false		            12    fly the flag during June?				false

		2098						LN		80		13		false		            13             DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.				false

		2099						LN		80		14		false		            14    CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  So let's go				false

		2100						LN		80		15		false		            15    ahead and take that motion first.  There is another				false

		2101						LN		80		16		false		            16    motion on the table which is to reaffirm that the flag				false

		2102						LN		80		17		false		            17    flies year round.  So Summer, can you take roll call on				false

		2103						LN		80		18		false		            18    Director Bagneris's -- or do I have a second for				false

		2104						LN		80		19		false		            19    Director Bagneris's motion?				false

		2105						LN		80		20		false		            20             Hearing that there is no second, I don't think				false

		2106						LN		80		21		false		            21    that the motion will move forward.  So Summer, can you				false

		2107						LN		80		22		false		            22    please take a roll call on the second motion, which is				false

		2108						LN		80		23		false		            23    to reaffirm that the Pride flag flies year round at the				false

		2109						LN		80		24		false		            24    Orange County Fair & Event Center?				false

		2110						LN		80		25		false		            25             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?				false

		2111						PG		81		0		false		page 81				false

		2112						LN		81		1		false		             1             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.				false

		2113						LN		81		2		false		             2             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?  Vice				false

		2114						LN		81		3		false		             3    Chair La Belle?  You're muted.				false

		2115						LN		81		4		false		             4             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Sorry about that.  Yes.				false

		2116						LN		81		5		false		             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes?				false

		2117						LN		81		6		false		             6             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.				false

		2118						LN		81		7		false		             7             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz?				false

		2119						LN		81		8		false		             8             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.				false

		2120						LN		81		9		false		             9             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Bagneris?				false

		2121						LN		81		10		false		            10             DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  No.				false

		2122						LN		81		11		false		            11             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Aitken?				false

		2123						LN		81		12		false		            12             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.				false

		2124						LN		81		13		false		            13             SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Director Kovacevich?				false

		2125						LN		81		14		false		            14             DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yes.				false

		2126						LN		81		15		false		            15             SECRETARY ANGUS:  And just to make sure,				false

		2127						LN		81		16		false		            16    Director Pham has not joined us; correct?  Director Pham				false

		2128						LN		81		17		false		            17    are you there?  Okay.  Thank you.				false

		2129						LN		81		18		false		            18             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.  Thank you,				false

		2130						LN		81		19		false		            19    Summer.  So the motion stands.  The Pride flag will				false

		2131						LN		81		20		false		            20    continue flying at the fairgrounds year round.  Thank				false

		2132						LN		81		21		false		            21    you to all the members of the public who came and spoke				false

		2133						LN		81		22		false		            22    out on this issue.				false

		2134						LN		81		23		false		            23             The Board will be going into closed session,				false

		2135						LN		81		24		false		            24    but I highly encourage members of the public who came				false

		2136						LN		81		25		false		            25    for this public comment to also attend the presentation				false

		2137						PG		82		0		false		page 82				false

		2138						LN		82		1		false		             1    on Black History Month.  We've had Fair Board members				false

		2139						LN		82		2		false		             2    who've worked very hard along with staff to create a				false

		2140						LN		82		3		false		             3    presentation to highlight the great work that has been				false

		2141						LN		82		4		false		             4    done by this community in Orange County and beyond in				false

		2142						LN		82		5		false		             5    the region.				false

		2143						LN		82		6		false		             6             And then we also have a video from the Black				false

		2144						LN		82		7		false		             7    Chamber of Commerce in Orange County, their CEO, Bobby				false

		2145						LN		82		8		false		             8    McDonald.  So at this time the Board will go into closed				false

		2146						LN		82		9		false		             9    session.  Thank you.				false

		2147						LN		82		10		false		            10             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Bear with me for just a				false

		2148						LN		82		11		false		            11    minute while I move you to the break out room.  Josh,				false

		2149						LN		82		12		false		            12    can you confirm that Bruce Reynolds is on as well?				false

		2150						LN		82		13		false		            13             AG CAPLAN:  Yes, he Is.  I believe I'm still on				false

		2151						LN		82		14		false		            14    the main public meeting, but I can see Bruce.  It looks				false

		2152						LN		82		15		false		            15    like his screen name is:  W-a-l-k-e.				false

		2153						LN		82		16		false		            16             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Got it.  Thank you.				false

		2154						LN		82		17		false		            17             WALKE:  I'm here.				false

		2155						LN		82		18		false		            18             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you.  I'll				false

		2156						LN		82		19		false		            19    put you in.  I'm sorry.  Just one more moment.				false

		2157						LN		82		20		false		            20             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  This is Doug.  Am I in				false

		2158						LN		82		21		false		            21    the closed session now?				false

		2159						LN		82		22		false		            22             SECRETARY ANGUS:  No, Doug.  I'm sorry.  Hang				false

		2160						LN		82		23		false		            23    on one moment.				false

		2161						LN		82		24		false		            24             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Oh, okay.  Do I need to				false

		2162						LN		82		25		false		            25    do anything other than just be quiet?				false

		2163						PG		83		0		false		page 83				false

		2164						LN		83		1		false		             1             SECRETARY ANGUS:  No.  Nothing right now.				false

		2165						LN		83		2		false		             2             AG CAPLAN:  Summer, this is Josh Caplan.				false

		2166						LN		83		3		false		             3             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I apologize for that.  We're				false

		2167						LN		83		4		false		             4    going to have to redo.				false

		2168						LN		83		5		false		             5             AG CAPLAN:  Okay.				false

		2169						LN		83		6		false		             6             SECRETARY ANGUS:  One second.  I apologize.				false

		2170						LN		83		7		false		             7    I'm sorry.  It looks like I'm missing Director Ruiz.				false

		2171						LN		83		8		false		             8             CEO RICHARDS:  Summer, I think some of us are				false

		2172						LN		83		9		false		             9    back in the main -- in the main room.				false

		2173						LN		83		10		false		            10             SECRETARY ANGUS:  No.  You are.  I had to redo				false

		2174						LN		83		11		false		            11    the room.  I apologize.				false

		2175						LN		83		12		false		            12             AG CAPLAN:  It looks like Director -- I'm				false

		2176						LN		83		13		false		            13    searching through the participants of the meeting and I				false

		2177						LN		83		14		false		            14    don't see -- I don't see Director Ruiz on anymore.				false

		2178						LN		83		15		false		            15             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I don't either or Director				false

		2179						LN		83		16		false		            16    Bagneris.				false

		2180						LN		83		17		false		            17             CEO RICHARDS:  I know that Director Ruiz was --				false

		2181						LN		83		18		false		            18    had also another meeting and was going to be in and out				false

		2182						LN		83		19		false		            19    so he may have had to log off.				false

		2183						LN		83		20		false		            20             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  I have Director				false

		2184						LN		83		21		false		            21    Aitken, Director La Belle, Chair Rubalcava-Garcia,				false

		2185						LN		83		22		false		            22    Director Kovacevich, and Director Cervantes along with				false

		2186						LN		83		23		false		            23    Josh Caplan, and CEO Richards, and Bruce.				false

		2187						LN		83		24		false		            24             DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Summer, I'm here, but I'm				false

		2188						LN		83		25		false		            25    not sure, am I in the right room?				false

		2189						PG		84		0		false		page 84				false

		2190						LN		84		1		false		             1             SECRETARY ANGUS:  You're in the main room,				false

		2191						LN		84		2		false		             2    you're in the main room.				false

		2192						LN		84		3		false		             3             DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Can you connect me back to				false

		2193						LN		84		4		false		             4    where I'm supposed to be at?  My phone disconnected.				false

		2194						LN		84		5		false		             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz is having a				false

		2195						LN		84		6		false		             6    problem logging back in.				false

		2196						LN		84		7		false		             7             DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Am I in -- are you going to				false

		2197						LN		84		8		false		             8    put me in the break out room?				false

		2198						LN		84		9		false		             9             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'm efforting that right now,				false

		2199						LN		84		10		false		            10    Director Bagneris.  Thank you.				false

		2200						LN		84		11		false		            11             DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Thank you.				false

		2201						LN		84		12		false		            12             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Kovacevich, are you				false

		2202						LN		84		13		false		            13    getting a pop-up to join the break out room?  And Chair				false

		2203						LN		84		14		false		            14    Rubalcava, you should -- okay.  Thank you.				false

		2204						LN		84		15		false		            15             (Closed Session held from 11:01 a.m. until 1:04				false

		2205						LN		84		16		false		            16    p.m.)				false

		2206						LN		84		17		false		            17    CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, can you go				false

		2207						LN		84		18		false		            18    ahead and take roll call, please?				false

		2208						LN		84		19		false		            19             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?				false

		2209						LN		84		20		false		            20             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Present.				false

		2210						LN		84		21		false		            21             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?				false

		2211						LN		84		22		false		            22             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Present.				false

		2212						LN		84		23		false		            23             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes?				false

		2213						LN		84		24		false		            24             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Present.				false

		2214						LN		84		25		false		            25             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz?				false

		2215						PG		85		0		false		page 85				false

		2216						LN		85		1		false		             1             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Present.				false

		2217						LN		85		2		false		             2             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Bagneris?  Director				false

		2218						LN		85		3		false		             3    Aitken?				false

		2219						LN		85		4		false		             4             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Present.				false

		2220						LN		85		5		false		             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Director Kovacevich?				false

		2221						LN		85		6		false		             6             DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Here.				false

		2222						LN		85		7		false		             7             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.				false

		2223						LN		85		8		false		             8             CEO RICHARDS:  Summer, if you want to allow me				false

		2224						LN		85		9		false		             9    to share the screen, I can -- I can do the PowerPoint				false

		2225						LN		85		10		false		            10    from here.				false

		2226						LN		85		11		false		            11             SECRETARY ANGUS:  You can go ahead.  Let me --				false

		2227						LN		85		12		false		            12             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  The				false

		2228						LN		85		13		false		            13    District's Board of Directors received the advice of				false

		2229						LN		85		14		false		            14    legal counsel on pending litigation items included on				false

		2230						LN		85		15		false		            15    closed session portion of the agenda and has nothing				false

		2231						LN		85		16		false		            16    further to report at this time.				false

		2232						LN		85		17		false		            17             The District's Board of Directors met in closed				false

		2233						LN		85		18		false		            18    session portion to evaluate the performance of the				false

		2234						LN		85		19		false		            19    district's CEO and has nothing further to report at this				false

		2235						LN		85		20		false		            20    time.  At this time I'd like to move to agenda item --				false

		2236						LN		85		21		false		            21    let me double check here.  Agenda item -- you know,				false

		2237						LN		85		22		false		            22    Michele, if it's okay with you, can we move CEO's				false

		2238						LN		85		23		false		            23    operational announcements towards the end of the				false

		2239						LN		85		24		false		            24    meeting?				false

		2240						LN		85		25		false		            25             CEO RICHARDS:  Yes.  Absolutely.				false

		2241						PG		86		0		false		page 86				false

		2242						LN		86		1		false		             1             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  So I'm				false

		2243						LN		86		2		false		             2    going to move on to agenda Item 7 which are the minutes,				false

		2244						LN		86		3		false		             3    Board meeting held January 28, 2020.  Can I please get a				false

		2245						LN		86		4		false		             4    motion to approve the minutes?				false

		2246						LN		86		5		false		             5             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  So moved.				false

		2247						LN		86		6		false		             6             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Second.				false

		2248						LN		86		7		false		             7             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Summer,				false

		2249						LN		86		8		false		             8    can you please take roll call?				false

		2250						LN		86		9		false		             9             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?				false

		2251						LN		86		10		false		            10             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.				false

		2252						LN		86		11		false		            11             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?  Vice				false

		2253						LN		86		12		false		            12    Chair La Belle?  I'll come back.				false

		2254						LN		86		13		false		            13             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes?				false

		2255						LN		86		14		false		            14             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.				false

		2256						LN		86		15		false		            15             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz?				false

		2257						LN		86		16		false		            16             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.				false

		2258						LN		86		17		false		            17             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Aitken?				false

		2259						LN		86		18		false		            18             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.				false

		2260						LN		86		19		false		            19             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Kovacevich?				false

		2261						LN		86		20		false		            20             DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yes.				false

		2262						LN		86		21		false		            21             SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Vice Chair La Belle?				false

		2263						LN		86		22		false		            22             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Vice Chair La Belle,				false

		2264						LN		86		23		false		            23    you might be on mute.				false

		2265						LN		86		24		false		            24             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Star six.  Well, he is on				false

		2266						LN		86		25		false		            25    mute.  Vice Chair La Belle, if you can press star six on				false

		2267						PG		87		0		false		page 87				false

		2268						LN		87		1		false		             1    your phone to unmute, or if you've muted yourself on				false

		2269						LN		87		2		false		             2    your device, unmute.				false

		2270						LN		87		3		false		             3             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Do we have a quorum				false

		2271						LN		87		4		false		             4    without Doug to approve the minutes?				false

		2272						LN		87		5		false		             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  We do.				false

		2273						LN		87		6		false		             6             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Perfect.  We'll				false

		2274						LN		87		7		false		             7    go ahead and move on without Doug.  I'm sure he'll be				false

		2275						LN		87		8		false		             8    joining shortly.  Onto agenda Item 8, matters of public				false

		2276						LN		87		9		false		             9    comment.  Public comment is allowed on issues not on the				false

		2277						LN		87		10		false		            10    current agenda.  However, no debate by the Board shall				false

		2278						LN		87		11		false		            11    be permitted on such public comments and no action will				false

		2279						LN		87		12		false		            12    be taken on such public comment item at this time as law				false

		2280						LN		87		13		false		            13    requires formal public notice prior to any action on a				false

		2281						LN		87		14		false		            14    docket item.				false

		2282						LN		87		15		false		            15             Speakers are requested to sign in prior to the				false

		2283						LN		87		16		false		            16    start of the meeting and are limited to three minutes.				false

		2284						LN		87		17		false		            17    Comments will be accepted on agenda items during the				false

		2285						LN		87		18		false		            18    meeting.  Speakers wishing to address the Board on items				false

		2286						LN		87		19		false		            19    on the agenda are requested to sign in prior to the				false

		2287						LN		87		20		false		            20    start of the meeting and identify the agenda item on				false

		2288						LN		87		21		false		            21    which you desire to address the Board.  Speakers are				false

		2289						LN		87		22		false		            22    limited to three minutes.				false

		2290						LN		87		23		false		            23             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I just have one.  Jeanine				false

		2291						LN		87		24		false		            24    Robbins, when you're ready.  Jeanine, are you still on				false

		2292						LN		87		25		false		            25    the line?  I see you.				false

		2293						PG		88		0		false		page 88				false

		2294						LN		88		1		false		             1             JEANINE ROBBINS:  Yes, I'm here.				false

		2295						LN		88		2		false		             2             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  Go right ahead.				false

		2296						LN		88		3		false		             3             JEANINE ROBBINS:  Okay.  Good afternoon.  It				false

		2297						LN		88		4		false		             4    was good morning, but now it's good afternoon.				false

		2298						LN		88		5		false		             5    (audio/connectivity interruption) over the Pride flag.				false

		2299						LN		88		6		false		             6    One very important issue has been completely neglected.				false

		2300						LN		88		7		false		             7    The industries of 400 plus small business owners have				false

		2301						LN		88		8		false		             8    been pushed to the brink of financial ruin by the				false

		2302						LN		88		9		false		             9    inability or unwillingness of this Fair Board and staff				false

		2303						LN		88		10		false		            10    to negotiate with their longest tenant Spectra who's				false

		2304						LN		88		11		false		            11    running the Orange County Market Place.				false

		2305						LN		88		12		false		            12             You have ignored the livelihoods of thousands				false

		2306						LN		88		13		false		            13    of people employed at the Market Place.  Your actions,				false

		2307						LN		88		14		false		            14    or should I say inactions, speak volumes to us.  We				false

		2308						LN		88		15		false		            15    believe that you simply do not care.  Every month I am				false

		2309						LN		88		16		false		            16    inundated with questions from vendors why the Market				false

		2310						LN		88		17		false		            17    Place is not on the agenda.  Yes, I know you are suing				false

		2311						LN		88		18		false		            18    Spectra.				false

		2312						LN		88		19		false		            19             It's so nice to know that you're willing to				false

		2313						LN		88		20		false		            20    spend taxpayer dollars at this time when every dollar				false

		2314						LN		88		21		false		            21    counts in order to try and hold Spectra to their				false

		2315						LN		88		22		false		            22    original contract during this unprecedented pandemic.				false

		2316						LN		88		23		false		            23    You expect Spectra to pay full rent on an empty				false

		2317						LN		88		24		false		            24    parking lot that they are unable to use as the Market				false

		2318						LN		88		25		false		            25    Place during this pandemic.  Landlords such as				false

		2319						PG		89		0		false		page 89				false

		2320						LN		89		1		false		             1    yourselves have been renegotiating contracts with				false

		2321						LN		89		2		false		             2    tenants since the very beginning of this pandemic.				false

		2322						LN		89		3		false		             3             Landlords such as yourselves have reduced rent				false

		2323						LN		89		4		false		             4    or simply eliminated it during this time of the				false

		2324						LN		89		5		false		             5    pandemic.  You, however, have chosen to take a hard-line				false

		2325						LN		89		6		false		             6    approach and it needs to end.  We the vendors at the				false

		2326						LN		89		7		false		             7    Market Place need to get back to work.  Why don't you				false

		2327						LN		89		8		false		             8    send out a survey asking people their feelings on this				false

		2328						LN		89		9		false		             9    issue?				false

		2329						LN		89		10		false		            10             I would be very interested to see the results				false

		2330						LN		89		11		false		            11    of that survey.  Do you realize that Spectra voluntarily				false

		2331						LN		89		12		false		            12    refunded their prepaid rent without us even asking?				false

		2332						LN		89		13		false		            13    They never even attempted to collect rent on months when				false

		2333						LN		89		14		false		            14    we were not working.  That is an action that earns				false

		2334						LN		89		15		false		            15    respect.  You, on the other hand, have done zero to help				false

		2335						LN		89		16		false		            16    the vendors.  You've done zero to reestablish the Market				false

		2336						LN		89		17		false		            17    Place, and you've done zero to restore the hundreds of				false

		2337						LN		89		18		false		            18    thousands of sales tax that these vendors pay each and				false

		2338						LN		89		19		false		            19    every year.  You've done zero to help the vendors who				false

		2339						LN		89		20		false		            20    provide a very valuable resource to Southern				false

		2340						LN		89		21		false		            21    California -- (audio/connectivity interruption) please				false

		2341						LN		89		22		false		            22    let me -- (audio/connectivity interruption.)				false

		2342						LN		89		23		false		            23             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  That is time.  Bethany				false

		2343						LN		89		24		false		            24    Webb, when you're ready.				false

		2344						LN		89		25		false		            25             BETHANY WEBB:  Hi.  First of all, if you can't				false

		2345						PG		90		0		false		page 90				false

		2346						LN		90		1		false		             1    hear me like I couldn't hear her, would you let me know?				false

		2347						LN		90		2		false		             2    So I'm just not talking and binging?				false

		2348						LN		90		3		false		             3    SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.  We can hear				false

		2349						LN		90		4		false		             4    you.				false

		2350						LN		90		5		false		             5             BETHANY WEBB:  So I actually called you				false

		2351						LN		90		6		false		             6    earlier, and I want to applaud your support for the				false

		2352						LN		90		7		false		             7    Pride flag.  I stated at that time that my daughter is				false

		2353						LN		90		8		false		             8    trans and had gone to school with Blaze Bernstein.  What				false

		2354						LN		90		9		false		             9    I didn't tell you when I said I was in such fear of her				false

		2355						LN		90		10		false		            10    leaving the house is that -- oh, I'm calling on guns and				false

		2356						LN		90		11		false		            11    the gun show -- what I didn't tell you at that time.				false

		2357						LN		90		12		false		            12             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Oh, Bethany that's not this				false

		2358						LN		90		13		false		            13    item.				false

		2359						LN		90		14		false		            14             BETHANY WEBB:  It's pubic comment, though,				false

		2360						LN		90		15		false		            15    isn't it?				false

		2361						LN		90		16		false		            16    SECRETARY ANGUS:  It's for items not on the				false

		2362						LN		90		17		false		            17    agenda.  I have you listed under the consent calendar.				false

		2363						LN		90		18		false		            18             BETHANY WEBB:  My mistake.  I'm so so -- this				false

		2364						LN		90		19		false		            19    is my first time calling actually so there was two items				false

		2365						LN		90		20		false		            20    because my sister was murdered in the Seal Beach				false

		2366						LN		90		21		false		            21    shooting and my mom was shot and there was guns, and I				false

		2367						LN		90		22		false		            22    have a oldest child that is trans, so --				false

		2368						LN		90		23		false		            23             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Bethany.				false

		2369						LN		90		24		false		            24             BETHANY WEBB:  I mean I don't know the way it				false

		2370						LN		90		25		false		            25    works.  I've never called.				false

		2371						PG		91		0		false		page 91				false

		2372						LN		91		1		false		             1             (Simultaneous Speaking.)				false

		2373						LN		91		2		false		             2             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  We'll guide you				false

		2374						LN		91		3		false		             3    through the process, so thank you.  So no other public				false

		2375						LN		91		4		false		             4    comment, Summer?				false

		2376						LN		91		5		false		             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Not for general public				false

		2377						LN		91		6		false		             6    comment.				false

		2378						LN		91		7		false		             7             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Thank you.  So				false

		2379						LN		91		8		false		             8    moving on to Agenda Item No. 9, the consent calendar.				false

		2380						LN		91		9		false		             9    All matters listed under consent calendar are				false

		2381						LN		91		10		false		            10    operational matters about which the Board has governing				false

		2382						LN		91		11		false		            11    policies, implementation of which is delegated to the				false

		2383						LN		91		12		false		            12    CEO.  They will be enacted in one motion.				false

		2384						LN		91		13		false		            13             There will be no discussion of these items				false

		2385						LN		91		14		false		            14    prior to the time the Board of Directors votes on the				false

		2386						LN		91		15		false		            15    motion unless the members of the Board, staff, or public				false

		2387						LN		91		16		false		            16    request specific items to be discussed separately and/or				false

		2388						LN		91		17		false		            17    removed from this section.  Any member of the public who				false

		2389						LN		91		18		false		            18    wishes to discuss consent calendar items should notify				false

		2390						LN		91		19		false		            19    the Chair of the Board at the time requested and be				false

		2391						LN		91		20		false		            20    recognized by invitation of the Chair to address the				false

		2392						LN		91		21		false		            21    Board.				false

		2393						LN		91		22		false		            22             CEO RICHARDS:  Chair Rubalcava --				false

		2394						LN		91		23		false		            23             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  That's okay.  Sorry,				false

		2395						LN		91		24		false		            24    Michele.				false

		2396						LN		91		25		false		            25             CEO RICHARDS:  Staff wishes to pull two items				false

		2397						PG		92		0		false		page 92				false

		2398						LN		92		1		false		             1    and highlight one item.  The two items under Standard				false

		2399						LN		92		2		false		             2    Agreements.  Standard Agreement, SA-006-21SM and				false

		2400						LN		92		3		false		             3    Standard Agreement, SA-008-21FV, both of those contracts				false

		2401						LN		92		4		false		             4    are the result of a competitive bid.  But they are				false

		2402						LN		92		5		false		             5    currently under protest, and we have not yet heard back				false

		2403						LN		92		6		false		             6    from the Department of General Services on their				false

		2404						LN		92		7		false		             7    decisions.				false

		2405						LN		92		8		false		             8             So we are pulling those two items, and we will				false

		2406						LN		92		9		false		             9    bring them back next month pending notification from				false

		2407						LN		92		10		false		            10    DGS.  Staff would also like to pull and highlight under				false

		2408						LN		92		11		false		            11    Rental Agreements, R-028-21.  This is a rental agreement				false

		2409						LN		92		12		false		            12    with BNL Productions, this is the promomenter of				false

		2410						LN		92		13		false		            13    Crossroads of the West Gun Show.  The contract is not				false

		2411						LN		92		14		false		            14    finalized, but there is a proposed Crossroads of the				false

		2412						LN		92		15		false		            15    West Gun Show for late March.				false

		2413						LN		92		16		false		            16             Obviously, we -- this is a topic of great				false

		2414						LN		92		17		false		            17    interest for the Board and the public.  We did not want				false

		2415						LN		92		18		false		            18    to simply put this on the consent calendar in March just				false

		2416						LN		92		19		false		            19    a few days before -- before the gun show, so we're				false

		2417						LN		92		20		false		            20    bringing it to the Board's attention this month.				false

		2418						LN		92		21		false		            21             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, CEO				false

		2419						LN		92		22		false		            22    Richards.  Do we have public comment on this item,				false

		2420						LN		92		23		false		            23    Summer?				false

		2421						LN		92		24		false		            24             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, we do.  I can call the				false

		2422						LN		92		25		false		            25    first group of speakers.  Charles Blek, followed by Mary				false

		2423						PG		93		0		false		page 93				false

		2424						LN		93		1		false		             1    Blek.  Rose Ann Sharp and Ira Sharp.  Charles Blek, when				false

		2425						LN		93		2		false		             2    you're ready.  Charles or Mary Blek, either of which, if				false

		2426						LN		93		3		false		             3    you're ready and still on the line.				false

		2427						LN		93		4		false		             4             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  They're muted.				false

		2428						LN		93		5		false		             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'll give it another second.				false

		2429						LN		93		6		false		             6             ROY:  The lower left-corner of your computer.				false

		2430						LN		93		7		false		             7             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'll circle back.  Let's hear				false

		2431						LN		93		8		false		             8    from Rose Ann Sharp.  Yeah, Rose Ann Sharp, please, when				false

		2432						LN		93		9		false		             9    you're ready.				false

		2433						LN		93		10		false		            10             ROSE ANN SHARP:  Thank you.  Good afternoon,				false

		2434						LN		93		11		false		            11    Board members.  My name is Rose Ann Sharp, and I live in				false

		2435						LN		93		12		false		            12    Del Mar, California.  Recently when I was in a doctor's				false

		2436						LN		93		13		false		            13    office and was chatting with another patient, he told me				false

		2437						LN		93		14		false		            14    that he moved from Iowa to San Diego and that he was a				false

		2438						LN		93		15		false		            15    hunter.  He said, "Of course, when I got to California,				false

		2439						LN		93		16		false		            16    I gave up hunting and my NRA membership because there's				false

		2440						LN		93		17		false		            17    nothing to hunt in California."				false

		2441						LN		93		18		false		            18             I thought good, California has a lot of state				false

		2442						LN		93		19		false		            19    laws protecting wildlife.  On January 6th of this year,				false

		2443						LN		93		20		false		            20    we saw a new level of hunting.  Hunting people who do				false

		2444						LN		93		21		false		            21    not agree with your politics or people who believe they				false

		2445						LN		93		22		false		            22    must overtake the government.  I ask you, are you				false

		2446						LN		93		23		false		            23    protecting our communities with a gun show?				false

		2447						LN		93		24		false		            24             Why are you using the term consumer show about				false

		2448						LN		93		25		false		            25    gun shows?  Are you planning to go into other consumer				false

		2449						PG		94		0		false		page 94				false

		2450						LN		94		1		false		             1    businesses like pornography?  Do gun shows meet your				false

		2451						LN		94		2		false		             2    mission statement?  Do you need an AR-15 to hunt down				false

		2452						LN		94		3		false		             3    wildlife?  Was the five-year-old child that I witnessed				false

		2453						LN		94		4		false		             4    swinging a wooden machete practicing during the gun show				false

		2454						LN		94		5		false		             5    how to thrash hay at your gun show?				false

		2455						LN		94		6		false		             6             Does the Nazi paraphernalia help customers				false

		2456						LN		94		7		false		             7    understand German history?  Or does it seed and				false

		2457						LN		94		8		false		             8    fertilize both keepers to chant "We will not be replaced				false

		2458						LN		94		9		false		             9    by Jews."  Who are your customers of this consumer				false

		2459						LN		94		10		false		            10    business?  Ghost gun purchasers, more popular with				false

		2460						LN		94		11		false		            11    people who cannot pass background checks.  ATF reports a				false

		2461						LN		94		12		false		            12    41 percent increase in ghost guns in LA crimes.				false

		2462						LN		94		13		false		            13             Your customers will not have to wait for				false

		2463						LN		94		14		false		            14    background checks to act upon a suicidal impulse.  What				false

		2464						LN		94		15		false		            15    is your return on investment?  Are the tax dollars that				false

		2465						LN		94		16		false		            16    you earn with the State now needed to help fund the				false

		2466						LN		94		17		false		            17    governor's effort to protect the State Capitol?  You				false

		2467						LN		94		18		false		            18    have a bad business plan.  It does not meet your mission				false

		2468						LN		94		19		false		            19    statement.  It encourages weaponizing political				false

		2469						LN		94		20		false		            20    disagreements.  It helps build up insurrectionist				false

		2470						LN		94		21		false		            21    organizations.				false

		2471						LN		94		22		false		            22             Your ROI is nil, and your risk to the community				false

		2472						LN		94		23		false		            23    is uninsurable.  Are gun shows really the consumer				false

		2473						LN		94		24		false		            24    business that you want to promote on state-owned				false

		2474						LN		94		25		false		            25    property?  Thank you.				false

		2475						PG		95		0		false		page 95				false

		2476						LN		95		1		false		             1             CHARLES BLEK:  We were able to unmute.				false

		2477						LN		95		2		false		             2             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Rose.  I'll go				false

		2478						LN		95		3		false		             3    back to Charles Blek.				false

		2479						LN		95		4		false		             4             CHARLES BLEK:  Thank you.				false

		2480						LN		95		5		false		             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  When you're ready.				false

		2481						LN		95		6		false		             6             CHARLES BLEK:  Sorry about the difficulty here.				false

		2482						LN		95		7		false		             7    We're not real familiar with this type of computer.				false

		2483						LN		95		8		false		             8    Anyway, my name is Charles Blek.  I'm a native Southern				false

		2484						LN		95		9		false		             9    Californian, and I've been a resident of Orange County				false

		2485						LN		95		10		false		            10    for the past 40 plus years.  I am a past president of				false

		2486						LN		95		11		false		            11    Brady Orange County, and I'm currently a board member of				false

		2487						LN		95		12		false		            12    Brady in Orange County.				false

		2488						LN		95		13		false		            13             Our board opposes gun shows at the Orange				false

		2489						LN		95		14		false		            14    County fairground.  My issue specifically -- or I have a				false

		2490						LN		95		15		false		            15    problem with the lax level of security at the show and				false

		2491						LN		95		16		false		            16    the easy availability of ghost gun kits.  I do not want				false

		2492						LN		95		17		false		            17    my state facilitating gun sales in any manner				false

		2493						LN		95		18		false		            18    whatsoever.  I do not want them to be complicit in the				false

		2494						LN		95		19		false		            19    sale of guns.				false

		2495						LN		95		20		false		            20             I object to my tax dollars being spent on this				false

		2496						LN		95		21		false		            21    type of event.  I think it's important to know that our				false

		2497						LN		95		22		false		            22    board strongly supports Senate Bill 264 banning the sale				false

		2498						LN		95		23		false		            23    of -- banning gun shows on all state-owned properties				false

		2499						LN		95		24		false		            24    authored by State Senator Min, who represents the 37th				false

		2500						LN		95		25		false		            25    District, which involves the Orange County fairgrounds.				false

		2501						PG		96		0		false		page 96				false

		2502						LN		96		1		false		             1             I think it's important to note and I don't				false

		2503						LN		96		2		false		             2    think it's a stretch that when Senator Min was a				false

		2504						LN		96		3		false		             3    candidate, he emphasized that he wanted gun shows on				false

		2505						LN		96		4		false		             4    state-owned property.  I think it's important to note				false

		2506						LN		96		5		false		             5    that he has offered Senate Bill 264.  I think it's				false

		2507						LN		96		6		false		             6    important to note that he was elected to our state				false

		2508						LN		96		7		false		             7    senate, and I don't think it's a stretch to say that our				false

		2509						LN		96		8		false		             8    elected here in the county does not want or need gun				false

		2510						LN		96		9		false		             9    shows on our own state-owned property.  I am strongly				false

		2511						LN		96		10		false		            10    and our board strongly rejects to having any gun shows				false

		2512						LN		96		11		false		            11    on state-owned property.  We do not need, nor do we want				false

		2513						LN		96		12		false		            12    this type of business.  Thank you.				false

		2514						LN		96		13		false		            13             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Charles.  Mary				false

		2515						LN		96		14		false		            14    Blek, when you're ready.				false

		2516						LN		96		15		false		            15             MARY BLEK:  Thank you.  Research has shown that				false

		2517						LN		96		16		false		            16    a gun in the home significantly increases the risk of				false

		2518						LN		96		17		false		            17    suicide, homicide, and unintentional deaths and				false

		2519						LN		96		18		false		            18    injuries.  Furthermore, a recent research report gave				false

		2520						LN		96		19		false		            19    the alarming figure of the annual cost of firearm				false

		2521						LN		96		20		false		            20    violence of 280 billion dollars for our nation.				false

		2522						LN		96		21		false		            21             I believe that the decision to bring a gun into				false

		2523						LN		96		22		false		            22    one's home is a grave one, and the pun is intended.  The				false

		2524						LN		96		23		false		            23    decision should not be done in an entertainment and				false

		2525						LN		96		24		false		            24    promotional atmosphere and especially not on state-owned				false

		2526						LN		96		25		false		            25    property supported by tax dollars who also pay for the				false

		2527						PG		97		0		false		page 97				false

		2528						LN		97		1		false		             1    gun violence aftermath.  Also, I believe it is unwise to				false

		2529						LN		97		2		false		             2    expose children to the glamorization of guns.				false

		2530						LN		97		3		false		             3             The State should not be complicit in the gun				false

		2531						LN		97		4		false		             4    sales or in homemade gun kits.  There are other more				false

		2532						LN		97		5		false		             5    appropriate venues for the purchase of firearms.  Thank				false

		2533						LN		97		6		false		             6    you for the opportunity to speak.				false

		2534						LN		97		7		false		             7             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Mary.  Ira Sharp,				false

		2535						LN		97		8		false		             8    when you're ready.				false

		2536						LN		97		9		false		             9             IRA SHARP:  Okay.  Thank you.  I've submitted a				false

		2537						LN		97		10		false		            10    written statement, and I'm not going to repeat it here.				false

		2538						LN		97		11		false		            11    I hope you'll read it carefully.  I'm the cofounder of				false

		2539						LN		97		12		false		            12    Never Again CA which was formed for the purpose of				false

		2540						LN		97		13		false		            13    ending gun shows on state-owned property after the				false

		2541						LN		97		14		false		            14    Parkland killing.				false

		2542						LN		97		15		false		            15             I know that almost everyone who spoke this				false

		2543						LN		97		16		false		            16    morning in regard to the flag issue talked about what a				false

		2544						LN		97		17		false		            17    great family center facility you have there at the				false

		2545						LN		97		18		false		            18    Orange County fairgrounds.  And they talked about a				false

		2546						LN		97		19		false		            19    number of great events that you hold there.  No one				false

		2547						LN		97		20		false		            20    mentioned a gun show as being one of those wonderful				false

		2548						LN		97		21		false		            21    family-centric events.  I think you should think about				false

		2549						LN		97		22		false		            22    that very carefully.				false

		2550						LN		97		23		false		            23             I'm in somewhat of a disadvantage here because				false

		2551						LN		97		24		false		            24    we understand that the plan for this March 23rd gun show				false

		2552						LN		97		25		false		            25    is to do something with pop-up tents.  So we haven't				false

		2553						PG		98		0		false		page 98				false

		2554						LN		98		1		false		             1    seen any security plan which the promoter is required to				false

		2555						LN		98		2		false		             2    file.  So we could see because there are a number of				false

		2556						LN		98		3		false		             3    state laws that I think are likely to be contravened by				false

		2557						LN		98		4		false		             4    having these pop-up tents on or near a parking lot which				false

		2558						LN		98		5		false		             5    is against the law in California.				false

		2559						LN		98		6		false		             6             And if cars are accessing these tents, that's				false

		2560						LN		98		7		false		             7    also against the law in California.  And I hope that				false

		2561						LN		98		8		false		             8    this Fair Board requires that security plan to be filed				false

		2562						LN		98		9		false		             9    and I -- and that you review it very carefully.  I				false

		2563						LN		98		10		false		            10    wanted to point out that the application, at least as it				false

		2564						LN		98		11		false		            11    shows up on your agenda, provides for a show between the				false

		2565						LN		98		12		false		            12    days of March 23rd and March 29th, obviously a much				false

		2566						LN		98		13		false		            13    longer period than the normal gun show.				false

		2567						LN		98		14		false		            14             And it also says that the price that you're				false

		2568						LN		98		15		false		            15    going to charge is to be determined.  At a time where				false

		2569						LN		98		16		false		            16    everybody from the Governor of California to the huge				false

		2570						LN		98		17		false		            17    majorities in the state legislator and the public in				false

		2571						LN		98		18		false		            18    polling opposes gun shows and holding them on				false

		2572						LN		98		19		false		            19    state-owned property, it's inappropriate for you to				false

		2573						LN		98		20		false		            20    allow the gun show for any period approaching a period				false

		2574						LN		98		21		false		            21    and not having a chance to see what you're charging for				false

		2575						LN		98		22		false		            22    the use of the facility and to make sure it's				false

		2576						LN		98		23		false		            23    commercially reasonable.				false

		2577						LN		98		24		false		            24             I think it's unfair to ask this Board to				false

		2578						LN		98		25		false		            25    approve a contract that doesn't have those items nailed				false

		2579						PG		99		0		false		page 99				false

		2580						LN		99		1		false		             1    down so that they can exercise their share of				false

		2581						LN		99		2		false		             2    responsibility.  I look forward to seeing the security				false

		2582						LN		99		3		false		             3    plan and may want to comment later.  Thank you very much				false

		2583						LN		99		4		false		             4    for your time.				false

		2584						LN		99		5		false		             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Thank you, Ira.  Julia				false

		2585						LN		99		6		false		             6    Demlow when you're ready.				false

		2586						LN		99		7		false		             7             JULIA DEMLOW:  Hello.  Thank you.  Hi.  My name				false

		2587						LN		99		8		false		             8    is Julia Demlow, and I am requesting that the Board vote				false

		2588						LN		99		9		false		             9    no on the Crossroads of the West Gun Show contract for				false

		2589						LN		99		10		false		            10    2021.  This past year was a record-breaking year for				false

		2590						LN		99		11		false		            11    gun-related deaths that experts have attributed to the				false

		2591						LN		99		12		false		            12    increase in gun sales.  With depleted firearm inventory				false

		2592						LN		99		13		false		            13    at licensed gun dealers, there will -- the gun shows				false

		2593						LN		99		14		false		            14    will have an even bigger sales demand for ghost guns.				false

		2594						LN		99		15		false		            15             Gun shows and the Internet are the two top				false

		2595						LN		99		16		false		            16    places to purchase ghost guns.  As I've had the				false

		2596						LN		99		17		false		            17    privileged opportunity to educate the Board on ghost				false

		2597						LN		99		18		false		            18    guns this past November's Board meeting.  Ghost guns, as				false

		2598						LN		99		19		false		            19    a reminder, can be sold by unlicensed dealers.  Anyone,				false

		2599						LN		99		20		false		            20    anyone can immediately walk out of the gun show with a				false

		2600						LN		99		21		false		            21    ghost gun.  No background checks, no age limits, no				false

		2601						LN		99		22		false		            22    serial number, completely untraceable.				false

		2602						LN		99		23		false		            23             Why would the OC fairgrounds, a family-friendly				false

		2603						LN		99		24		false		            24    venue, assist in the proliferation of ghost guns in the				false

		2604						LN		99		25		false		            25    community?  Especially during a pandemic when people are				false

		2605						PG		100		0		false		page 100				false

		2606						LN		100		1		false		             1    more stressed, depressed, anxious, and their kids are				false

		2607						LN		100		2		false		             2    bored at home.  Local law enforcement says that half of				false

		2608						LN		100		3		false		             3    their cases right now involve ghost guns.  I know ghost				false

		2609						LN		100		4		false		             4    guns are currently legal to purchase with no safeguards,				false

		2610						LN		100		5		false		             5    and the OC fairgrounds revenue has been negatively				false

		2611						LN		100		6		false		             6    affected by COVID.				false

		2612						LN		100		7		false		             7             But can't the Board do the right thing for our				false

		2613						LN		100		8		false		             8    community and vote no on 2021 gun shows?  Let's put a				false

		2614						LN		100		9		false		             9    pause on gun shows until 2022 possibly when California				false

		2615						LN		100		10		false		            10    ghost gun laws go into effect that provide for				false

		2616						LN		100		11		false		            11    background checks, provide age limits.  Let's not --				false

		2617						LN		100		12		false		            12    let's wait and relook at this in 2022 when the stresses				false

		2618						LN		100		13		false		            13    due to COVID have hopefully lessened and our kids are				false

		2619						LN		100		14		false		            14    back in school.				false

		2620						LN		100		15		false		            15             Aren't the potential lives saved worth the				false

		2621						LN		100		16		false		            16    wait?  We can find other revenue-generating				false

		2622						LN		100		17		false		            17    opportunities.  I heard one today from a caller during				false

		2623						LN		100		18		false		            18    the flag public comments.  Let's open the Amphitheater				false

		2624						LN		100		19		false		            19    to events year round.  Let's recreate family-friendly				false

		2625						LN		100		20		false		            20    events that not only enhance our community but to				false

		2626						LN		100		21		false		            21    Reggie's point earlier increase opportunities for local				false

		2627						LN		100		22		false		            22    Orange County businesses to participate.				false

		2628						LN		100		23		false		            23             Thank you, and please vote no.  I'd also like				false

		2629						LN		100		24		false		            24    to read a letter that I received -- I'm sorry because				false

		2630						LN		100		25		false		            25    this is incredibly emotional -- in my email from Corona				false

		2631						PG		101		0		false		page 101				false

		2632						LN		101		1		false		             1    Del Mar High School students that are online in school				false

		2633						LN		101		2		false		             2    right now and couldn't attend this meeting.  And let me				false

		2634						LN		101		3		false		             3    read this:				false

		2635						LN		101		4		false		             4             We are students at Corona Del Mar High School,				false

		2636						LN		101		5		false		             5    and I do not feel that having a gun show at the Orange				false

		2637						LN		101		6		false		             6    County fairgrounds is safe for our city.  I don't think				false

		2638						LN		101		7		false		             7    you've ever had to barricade yourself in classrooms and				false

		2639						LN		101		8		false		             8    be silent during intruder drills when you were in				false

		2640						LN		101		9		false		             9    school.  That is now our reality.  Why do you think more				false

		2641						LN		101		10		false		            10    guns in our community is a good thing?  During COVID				false

		2642						LN		101		11		false		            11    more teens are depressed and feeling lonely.  Online				false

		2643						LN		101		12		false		            12    school is making us --				false

		2644						LN		101		13		false		            13             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Thank you for your				false

		2645						LN		101		14		false		            14    time.				false

		2646						LN		101		15		false		            15             JULIA DEMLOW:  -- teen mental health during a				false

		2647						LN		101		16		false		            16    pandemic is a huge concern.				false

		2648						LN		101		17		false		            17             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you for your				false

		2649						LN		101		18		false		            18    public comment.				false

		2650						LN		101		19		false		            19             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Julia.  That's				false

		2651						LN		101		20		false		            20    time.				false

		2652						LN		101		21		false		            21             JULIA DEMLOW:  Okay.  Well I hope you take into				false

		2653						LN		101		22		false		            22    effect what the students are saying.  Thank you.				false

		2654						LN		101		23		false		            23             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'll call the next group of				false

		2655						LN		101		24		false		            24    speakers.  We have Piper Benom, Joanna Weiss, Bethany				false

		2656						LN		101		25		false		            25    Webb, and Amy Capelle.  Piper, when you're ready.				false

		2657						PG		102		0		false		page 102				false

		2658						LN		102		1		false		             1             PIPER BENOM:  Hi, everyone.  I am a resident of				false

		2659						LN		102		2		false		             2    Newport Beach, and I'm here to respectfully request that				false

		2660						LN		102		3		false		             3    the Board not approve the contract for the proposed				false

		2661						LN		102		4		false		             4    drive-thru gun show.  Gun violence has increased				false

		2662						LN		102		5		false		             5    dramatically over the last year.  We do not want even				false

		2663						LN		102		6		false		             6    more guns going into our community.  So many people are				false

		2664						LN		102		7		false		             7    suffering economic hardships and mental health stresses				false

		2665						LN		102		8		false		             8    at the moment.				false

		2666						LN		102		9		false		             9             Children who are home from school, people are				false

		2667						LN		102		10		false		            10    out of work, we don't need more guns in people's homes				false

		2668						LN		102		11		false		            11    when kids are at home distance learning with easy access				false

		2669						LN		102		12		false		            12    to them.  I'm not necessarily anti-gun but I believe				false

		2670						LN		102		13		false		            13    strongly in the responsibilites that go along with gun				false

		2671						LN		102		14		false		            14    rights like background checks on every sale.  We know				false

		2672						LN		102		15		false		            15    that background checks save lives.  And right now you				false

		2673						LN		102		16		false		            16    have to have a background check if you buy a gun from a				false

		2674						LN		102		17		false		            17    licensed dealer but many or most of the sellers at				false

		2675						LN		102		18		false		            18    Crossroads Show are unlicensed dealers so no background				false

		2676						LN		102		19		false		            19    checks required.				false

		2677						LN		102		20		false		            20             I went to the show in person last January, and				false

		2678						LN		102		21		false		            21    I saw firsthand the vast majority of sales were ghost				false

		2679						LN		102		22		false		            22    guns and DIY kits.  And as other speakers have said,				false

		2680						LN		102		23		false		            23    ghost guns are particularly dangerous as they are				false

		2681						LN		102		24		false		            24    untraceable and don't require background checks and are				false

		2682						LN		102		25		false		            25    therefore becoming increasingly poplar with criminals				false

		2683						PG		103		0		false		page 103				false

		2684						LN		103		1		false		             1    and drug traffickers -- gun traffickers.				false

		2685						LN		103		2		false		             2             Ghost guns are linked more and more to violent				false

		2686						LN		103		3		false		             3    crimes precisely because anyone can -- who wouldn't				false

		2687						LN		103		4		false		             4    otherwise be able to pass a background check can walk				false

		2688						LN		103		5		false		             5    out of a gun show with a kit to assemble a semiautomatic				false

		2689						LN		103		6		false		             6    or an automatic weapon at home and in five minutes, just				false

		2690						LN		103		7		false		             7    untraceable completely by no waiting periods and no				false

		2691						LN		103		8		false		             8    record of the cash transaction.				false

		2692						LN		103		9		false		             9             I don't know why we would want to encourage				false

		2693						LN		103		10		false		            10    more violence in our communities, especially right now				false

		2694						LN		103		11		false		            11    during this crisis.  The gun violence epidemic has				false

		2695						LN		103		12		false		            12    impacted all of us.  If any of you have ever dropped				false

		2696						LN		103		13		false		            13    your kid off at school and they have a lockdown drill,				false

		2697						LN		103		14		false		            14    you know and you understand this is an issue we all have				false

		2698						LN		103		15		false		            15    a stake in.  My kids and I are relying on you to do the				false

		2699						LN		103		16		false		            16    right thing here and protect our community, and I urge				false

		2700						LN		103		17		false		            17    you to reject this gun show.  Thank you.				false

		2701						LN		103		18		false		            18             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Piper.  Joanna				false

		2702						LN		103		19		false		            19    Weiss, when you're ready.				false

		2703						LN		103		20		false		            20             JULIA DEMLOW:  Hi.  Joanna's asked me to read				false

		2704						LN		103		21		false		            21    the statement for her.  She had to log off for another				false

		2705						LN		103		22		false		            22    meeting, so I will read her statement:  Good afternoon,				false

		2706						LN		103		23		false		            23    I'm Joanna Weiss, president of WAVE for the Women for				false

		2707						LN		103		24		false		            24    American Values and Ethics, a philanthropic grassroots				false

		2708						LN		103		25		false		            25    organization comprised of more than 2,0000 Orange County				false

		2709						PG		104		0		false		page 104				false

		2710						LN		104		1		false		             1    women and men.  I'm speaking on behalf of our members,				false

		2711						LN		104		2		false		             2    as well as personally having been born and raised in				false

		2712						LN		104		3		false		             3    Orange County.				false

		2713						LN		104		4		false		             4             We urge you to reject the gun show contract				false

		2714						LN		104		5		false		             5    with Crossroads of the West.  2020 was a record-breaking				false

		2715						LN		104		6		false		             6    year for gun-related deaths in the US.  And experts say				false

		2716						LN		104		7		false		             7    that is due to an increase in gun sales.  My family and				false

		2717						LN		104		8		false		             8    our WAVE members rely on you to curate family-friendly				false

		2718						LN		104		9		false		             9    events for the community.  We do not want more guns				false

		2719						LN		104		10		false		            10    going into circulation during a pandemic, when people				false

		2720						LN		104		11		false		            11    are more stressed out, more depressed, and more anxious				false

		2721						LN		104		12		false		            12    than ever.				false

		2722						LN		104		13		false		            13             We do not want more guns in people's homes when				false

		2723						LN		104		14		false		            14    children are stuck at home and could easily access them.				false

		2724						LN		104		15		false		            15    As an organization working on gun safety issues, when we				false

		2725						LN		104		16		false		            16    are speaking with members of the Orange County community				false

		2726						LN		104		17		false		            17    they frankly are shocked to learn that our beloved				false

		2727						LN		104		18		false		            18    Orange County fairground typically hosts multiple gun				false

		2728						LN		104		19		false		            19    shows each year.  We speak for our 2,000 members as well				false

		2729						LN		104		20		false		            20    as countless other Orange County residents who urge you				false

		2730						LN		104		21		false		            21    not to approve another contract with Crossroads of the				false

		2731						LN		104		22		false		            22    West.  Thank you.				false

		2732						LN		104		23		false		            23             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  Bethany Webb,				false

		2733						LN		104		24		false		            24    when you're ready.				false

		2734						LN		104		25		false		            25             BETHANY WEBB:  Sorry -- my dog.  If you had				false

		2735						PG		105		0		false		page 105				false

		2736						LN		105		1		false		             1    somebody else's dog barking -- I'm so sorry.  So I would				false

		2737						LN		105		2		false		             2    like you to take a minute and put yourself in a				false

		2738						LN		105		3		false		             3    position -- I am so sorry.				false

		2739						LN		105		4		false		             4             Ryder, can you go get -- Cinder.  I am so				false

		2740						LN		105		5		false		             5    sorry.  Shut the door so Cinder doesn't come back in.				false

		2741						LN		105		6		false		             6    I'm sorry.  Can we start over, if you don't mind?  Of				false

		2742						LN		105		7		false		             7    course at that moment my dog decided to start barking.				false

		2743						LN		105		8		false		             8    I want to put you, if you could, put yourself in my				false

		2744						LN		105		9		false		             9    position.  I'm volunteering at a PTA, which I did.  It's				false

		2745						LN		105		10		false		            10    October 12, 2011, and I'm living the life that you live.				false

		2746						LN		105		11		false		            11             I grew up with people that have guns, I believe				false

		2747						LN		105		12		false		            12    in sensible gun laws but it doesn't actually touch me.				false

		2748						LN		105		13		false		            13    And then on the TV there was a special report and it				false

		2749						LN		105		14		false		            14    shows the Salon Meritage in Seal Beach and says nine				false

		2750						LN		105		15		false		            15    people have been shot.  Six are dead at that time.  My				false

		2751						LN		105		16		false		            16    sister, Laura, worked there for 10 years.  I knew				false

		2752						LN		105		17		false		            17    everybody that worked there.  I lunched with them.  My				false

		2753						LN		105		18		false		            18    sister was my best friend.				false

		2754						LN		105		19		false		            19             And I became the other side of something that				false

		2755						LN		105		20		false		            20    we're discussing right now.  How?  In one second a				false

		2756						LN		105		21		false		            21    person could take a gun and destroy so much.  On that				false

		2757						LN		105		22		false		            22    day at the end of the day, eight people, nine people				false

		2758						LN		105		23		false		            23    were shot, eight of them died.  The sole survivor was my				false

		2759						LN		105		24		false		            24    mom.  My sister was doing her nails.  Our good friend,				false

		2760						LN		105		25		false		            25    Victoria, I knew for 20 years, died that day.  Three				false

		2761						PG		106		0		false		page 106				false

		2762						LN		106		1		false		             1    other employees, these are.  In Orange County.				false

		2763						LN		106		2		false		             2             My sister lived in Huntington and did nails in				false

		2764						LN		106		3		false		             3    Seal Beach, how much safer can you get?  Like many of				false

		2765						LN		106		4		false		             4    the other people that spoke before me, gun deaths have				false

		2766						LN		106		5		false		             5    gone up in 2020.  Mass shootings haven't, so a lot of				false

		2767						LN		106		6		false		             6    you think of mass shootings as that's the totality, but				false

		2768						LN		106		7		false		             7    it's not actually.  It's suicides.  It's -- the Blek's				false

		2769						LN		106		8		false		             8    spoke earlier, and I hope they don't mind, they didn't				false

		2770						LN		106		9		false		             9    mention their son was murdered.  And that's why they're				false

		2771						LN		106		10		false		            10    so involved in gun things.  They got a call.				false

		2772						LN		106		11		false		            11             You get a call.  You see the TV and all of a				false

		2773						LN		106		12		false		            12    sudden everything that you knew is different.  About 11				false

		2774						LN		106		13		false		            13    months after, somewhere around there, after my sister				false

		2775						LN		106		14		false		            14    was murdered, there was an armed guy that was shooting				false

		2776						LN		106		15		false		            15    people -- and I'm sorry.  I just lost his name.  But he				false

		2777						LN		106		16		false		            16    was all over the news.  He was targeting LAPD officers'				false

		2778						LN		106		17		false		            17    kids.  My son, Ryder, my now 17-year-old was at school				false

		2779						LN		106		18		false		            18    and I got a call that they were surrounding his school				false

		2780						LN		106		19		false		            19    because his school was being targeted.				false

		2781						LN		106		20		false		            20             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Bethany.  That's				false

		2782						LN		106		21		false		            21    time.				false

		2783						LN		106		22		false		            22             BETHANY WEBB:  Darner?  Is it Darner?  Can I				false

		2784						LN		106		23		false		            23    just finish this real quick?  I'm super sorry cause my				false

		2785						LN		106		24		false		            24    dog interrupted my thing.  But Darner was shooting kids				false

		2786						LN		106		25		false		            25    in Orange County that belonged -- and I was still				false

		2787						PG		107		0		false		page 107				false

		2788						LN		107		1		false		             1    grieving over my sister and my friends.  I started				false

		2789						LN		107		2		false		             2    driving around the school trying to think what I could				false

		2790						LN		107		3		false		             3    do for my middle school child to keep him safe.				false

		2791						LN		107		4		false		             4             It's so important that we understand that these				false

		2792						LN		107		5		false		             5    ghost guns -- that these guns -- that people that				false

		2793						LN		107		6		false		             6    shouldn't have guns, don't have a place at a --				false

		2794						LN		107		7		false		             7    fairground?  I cannot beg you enough to understand, and				false

		2795						LN		107		8		false		             8    I said earlier as the mother of children, an LGBTQ and a				false

		2796						LN		107		9		false		             9    17-year-old that's at home studying that the only reason				false

		2797						LN		107		10		false		            10    I don't have to worry he's at school and going to be in				false

		2798						LN		107		11		false		            11    a mass shooting is because he's studying at home.				false

		2799						LN		107		12		false		            12             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Bethany.				false

		2800						LN		107		13		false		            13    Thank you for your comment.				false

		2801						LN		107		14		false		            14             BETHANY WEBB:  Thanks.				false

		2802						LN		107		15		false		            15             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Amy Capelle, when you're				false

		2803						LN		107		16		false		            16    ready.				false

		2804						LN		107		17		false		            17             AMY CAPELLE:  Hi.  Thank you so much.  Can you				false

		2805						LN		107		18		false		            18    hear me?  Hello?				false

		2806						LN		107		19		false		            19             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.				false

		2807						LN		107		20		false		            20             AMY CAPELLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Hi.  Thank you				false

		2808						LN		107		21		false		            21    OC fairgrounds Board of Directors.  I am here today to				false

		2809						LN		107		22		false		            22    ask as all the other speakers before me to not approve				false

		2810						LN		107		23		false		            23    the gun show contract with Crossroads of the West.				false

		2811						LN		107		24		false		            24             As the people before me also mentioned that it				false

		2812						LN		107		25		false		            25    was -- 2020 was a record-breaking year for gun-related				false

		2813						PG		108		0		false		page 108				false

		2814						LN		108		1		false		             1    deaths, and just in January alone here more than two				false

		2815						LN		108		2		false		             2    million firearms were -- two million firearms were				false

		2816						LN		108		3		false		             3    bought last month, according to the Washington Post				false

		2817						LN		108		4		false		             4    analysis of federal gun background check data.  And				false

		2818						LN		108		5		false		             5    that's just on federal background checks.  Who knows how				false

		2819						LN		108		6		false		             6    many ghost guns were sold in that period.  But with that				false

		2820						LN		108		7		false		             7    two million more firearms, that was an 80 percent year				false

		2821						LN		108		8		false		             8    over year spike and the third highest one-month total on				false

		2822						LN		108		9		false		             9    record.				false

		2823						LN		108		10		false		            10             Hate crimes in Orange County rose in 2019 for				false

		2824						LN		108		11		false		            11    the 5th year in a row, and by a huge leap 24 percent as				false

		2825						LN		108		12		false		            12    reported by the OC Human Relations Organization in				false

		2826						LN		108		13		false		            13    October.  And that was for 2019 before the pandemic came				false

		2827						LN		108		14		false		            14    upon us and hate crimes that we're now seeing started to				false

		2828						LN		108		15		false		            15    rise.  Since the pandemic began, studies show that				false

		2829						LN		108		16		false		            16    Asian-American hate incidents in California have risen				false

		2830						LN		108		17		false		            17    115 percent in Los Angeles County, 150 percent in San				false

		2831						LN		108		18		false		            18    Jose, and 200 percent in Orange County, according to the				false

		2832						LN		108		19		false		            19    LA Times.				false

		2833						LN		108		20		false		            20             An NBC4 News last month quoted the chief				false

		2834						LN		108		21		false		            21    psychologist at Children's Hospital of Orange County,				false

		2835						LN		108		22		false		            22    CHOC, saying that she's getting double the calls from				false

		2836						LN		108		23		false		            23    families worried about their children's mental health				false

		2837						LN		108		24		false		            24    with the same warning signs as everyone had said about				false

		2838						LN		108		25		false		            25    other kids and suicides and mental health issues with				false

		2839						PG		109		0		false		page 109				false

		2840						LN		109		1		false		             1    what's going on with the pandemic.				false

		2841						LN		109		2		false		             2             So I bring that all to your attention to just				false

		2842						LN		109		3		false		             3    say that now is not the time to make it easier for				false

		2843						LN		109		4		false		             4    people to buy more guns.  We don't want more guns in				false

		2844						LN		109		5		false		             5    Orange County going into circulation during this				false

		2845						LN		109		6		false		             6    pandemic.  And we certainly don't want more guns in				false

		2846						LN		109		7		false		             7    people's homes when kids are still in hybrid and online				false

		2847						LN		109		8		false		             8    situations with less parent supervision -- arguably less				false

		2848						LN		109		9		false		             9    parent supervision than normal and they could easily				false

		2849						LN		109		10		false		            10    access them.				false

		2850						LN		109		11		false		            11             As a mother of three boys and having seen one				false

		2851						LN		109		12		false		            12    of them be on lockdown and having one of my friends,				false

		2852						LN		109		13		false		            13    best friends at another school in another district on				false

		2853						LN		109		14		false		            14    lockdown in this -- prior to the pandemic, it is beyond				false

		2854						LN		109		15		false		            15    me to -- to wonder how OC fairgrounds is supposed to be				false

		2855						LN		109		16		false		            16    bringing family-friendly events would consider gun shows				false

		2856						LN		109		17		false		            17    to be family-friendly.  I do not, and I do not want gun				false

		2857						LN		109		18		false		            18    shows at OC fairgrounds.  Thank you.				false

		2858						LN		109		19		false		            19             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Amy.  Chair				false

		2859						LN		109		20		false		            20    Rubalcava-Garcia that concludes public comment for this				false

		2860						LN		109		21		false		            21    item.				false

		2861						LN		109		22		false		            22             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Summer.  Is				false
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		3096						LN		118		23		false		            23    potential Orange County Fair, we are not -- we are				false

		3097						LN		118		24		false		            24    violating current CDC policy.  So -- I mean, I				false

		3098						LN		118		25		false		            25    understand saying we don't want to open up that door.				false

		3099						PG		119		0		false		page 119				false

		3100						LN		119		1		false		             1    That door should not even be cracked, that door should				false

		3101						LN		119		2		false		             2    be closed.  So Michele, are we not enforcing mask				false

		3102						LN		119		3		false		             3    wearing when people are going and walking around in a				false

		3103						LN		119		4		false		             4    very crowded --				false

		3104						LN		119		5		false		             5             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Director Aitken, I				false

		3105						LN		119		6		false		             6    think the issue is -- nobody is insinuating that the				false

		3106						LN		119		7		false		             7    fairgrounds is not enforcing their mask law.  Actually,				false

		3107						LN		119		8		false		             8    that's something you're insinuating by invoking this				false

		3108						LN		119		9		false		             9    other policy.  I -- I mean, I know that there's signage				false

		3109						LN		119		10		false		            10    everywhere, staff is wearing masks, everybody on the				false

		3110						LN		119		11		false		            11    facility site is wearing a mask.				false

		3111						LN		119		12		false		            12             It is state law that anybody who enters a state				false

		3112						LN		119		13		false		            13    facility needs to wear a mask, so, I mean, I think the				false

		3113						LN		119		14		false		            14    very fact that you ask to enforce -- or to enact that				false

		3114						LN		119		15		false		            15    policy for this one particular event is making the				false

		3115						LN		119		16		false		            16    accusation.  Nobody here is saying that they're not				false

		3116						LN		119		17		false		            17    enforcing it.				false

		3117						LN		119		18		false		            18             (Simultaneous Speaking.)				false

		3118						LN		119		19		false		            19             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  I thought you said if we talk				false

		3119						LN		119		20		false		            20    about this we might be opening the door for mask policy				false

		3120						LN		119		21		false		            21    enforcement during the Orange County Fair.				false

		3121						LN		119		22		false		            22             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  No.  I'm saying why				false

		3122						LN		119		23		false		            23    would we enact this if we're already enforcing it?  The				false

		3123						LN		119		24		false		            24    way I see it is enacting that policy is we're looking				false

		3124						LN		119		25		false		            25    for a loophole to not hold the gun shows.				false

		3125						PG		120		0		false		page 120				false

		3126						LN		120		1		false		             1             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Oh, I don't think it's a				false

		3127						LN		120		2		false		             2    loophole.  I think it's actually just taking extra steps				false

		3128						LN		120		3		false		             3    to go through that part of our Board policy to make sure				false

		3129						LN		120		4		false		             4    that we're having the appropriate conversations during a				false

		3130						LN		120		5		false		             5    pandemic.  It's nothing to do -- I mean, I think that we				false

		3131						LN		120		6		false		             6    should be doing this.  I don't -- I can't imagine that				false

		3132						LN		120		7		false		             7    we have more of a high-profile policy event than the one				false

		3133						LN		120		8		false		             8    that we're having now.				false

		3134						LN		120		9		false		             9             If we're just asking operationally, if it's				false

		3135						LN		120		10		false		            10    something that we can do to take the extra steps to				false

		3136						LN		120		11		false		            11    protect the public and to protect our neighbors on this				false

		3137						LN		120		12		false		            12    property, it does not -- there's no cost associated with				false

		3138						LN		120		13		false		            13    it.  It is not something that will, I think -- I mean				false

		3139						LN		120		14		false		            14    it's more conversations for our staff.  But I think				false

		3140						LN		120		15		false		            15    they're important conversations to have to protect our				false

		3141						LN		120		16		false		            16    community.				false

		3142						LN		120		17		false		            17             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Do you have a copy of				false

		3143						LN		120		18		false		            18    that policy in front of you?  Because I need to see what				false

		3144						LN		120		19		false		            19    policy is in it's entirety.				false

		3145						LN		120		20		false		            20             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes, it's Board Policy 6.04,				false

		3146						LN		120		21		false		            21    and so it talks about when can the Fair & Event Center				false

		3147						LN		120		22		false		            22    treat an event as high-profile and one of the events				false

		3148						LN		120		23		false		            23    talks about noise, lighting, traffic congestion, but it				false

		3149						LN		120		24		false		            24    also talks about public safety, crowd control, and				false

		3150						LN		120		25		false		            25    public safety measures, and it goes through and it				false

		3151						PG		121		0		false		page 121				false

		3152						LN		121		1		false		             1    outlines steps that are questions that we should be				false

		3153						LN		121		2		false		             2    asked in making that full analysis about				false

		3154						LN		121		3		false		             3    whether something, you know, whether all the, as I said,				false

		3155						LN		121		4		false		             4    I's are dotted and T's are crossed.				false

		3156						LN		121		5		false		             5             And I think these are actually really important				false

		3157						LN		121		6		false		             6    questions that we should be asking for events such as				false

		3158						LN		121		7		false		             7    these, including conversations with our neighbors, and				false

		3159						LN		121		8		false		             8    our neighbor stakeholder, the Chair, which obviously				false

		3160						LN		121		9		false		             9    you'd be included in these conversations.  And it also				false

		3161						LN		121		10		false		            10    puts into place several protections for the Orange				false

		3162						LN		121		11		false		            11    County fairgrounds, payment in full, distribution of the				false

		3163						LN		121		12		false		            12    security plan to the Fair & Event Center staff.				false

		3164						LN		121		13		false		            13             I'm just concerned that because the Health Care				false

		3165						LN		121		14		false		            14    Agency approved a security plan, we should invoke our				false

		3166						LN		121		15		false		            15    own policy that means that we are also having				false

		3167						LN		121		16		false		            16    conversations and making sure that we approve that plan.				false

		3168						LN		121		17		false		            17    It's not --				false

		3169						LN		121		18		false		            18             (Simultaneous Speaking.)				false

		3170						LN		121		19		false		            19             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And Michele -- they				false

		3171						LN		121		20		false		            20    didn't approve a safety plan, they just approved a				false

		3172						LN		121		21		false		            21    health -- you know, the Health Care Agency has to				false

		3173						LN		121		22		false		            22    approve having any event at this point because of the				false

		3174						LN		121		23		false		            23    current stage of Orange County in terms of tiers so they				false

		3175						LN		121		24		false		            24    basically just approved the opening or operating of this				false

		3176						LN		121		25		false		            25    event.				false

		3177						PG		122		0		false		page 122				false

		3178						LN		122		1		false		             1             They're not approving a safety plan.  It is the				false

		3179						LN		122		2		false		             2    policy of the OC Fair & Event Center that people have to				false

		3180						LN		122		3		false		             3    be masked in order to attend an event on our property.				false

		3181						LN		122		4		false		             4    I believe that -- I was part of the Governing Committee,				false

		3182						LN		122		5		false		             5    and I believe that the reason we included that policy				false

		3183						LN		122		6		false		             6    was for high-profile events such as political events				false

		3184						LN		122		7		false		             7    where we might be hosting a sitting president or				false

		3185						LN		122		8		false		             8    something like that, not for an event that doesn't even				false

		3186						LN		122		9		false		             9    bring in 100,000 people over a weekend.  So --				false

		3187						LN		122		10		false		            10             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  That's not what the policy				false

		3188						LN		122		11		false		            11    says.				false

		3189						LN		122		12		false		            12             (Simultaneous Speaking.)				false

		3190						LN		122		13		false		            13             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  In that case that				false

		3191						LN		122		14		false		            14    policy should apply to everything that takes place on				false

		3192						LN		122		15		false		            15    the fairgrounds.				false

		3193						LN		122		16		false		            16             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Well, it wouldn't apply to				false

		3194						LN		122		17		false		            17    everything that takes place on the fairgrounds or else				false

		3195						LN		122		18		false		            18    it wouldn't be a high-profile event policy.  It would				false

		3196						LN		122		19		false		            19    just be an event policy.				false

		3197						LN		122		20		false		            20             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Is this the policy				false

		3198						LN		122		21		false		            21    that is at the discretion of the Board to implement or				false

		3199						LN		122		22		false		            22    to --				false

		3200						LN		122		23		false		            23             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  I think it's operational.				false

		3201						LN		122		24		false		            24    That's why I'm asking Michele if she could go through				false

		3202						LN		122		25		false		            25    some of these extra steps.  I think that this is kind of				false

		3203						PG		123		0		false		page 123				false

		3204						LN		123		1		false		             1    the -- one of the reasons that we invoked this policy.				false

		3205						LN		123		2		false		             2             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And it is my				false

		3206						LN		123		3		false		             3    recommendation that we don't go through those steps for				false

		3207						LN		123		4		false		             4    this particular event.  So -- Michele, you can comment,				false

		3208						LN		123		5		false		             5    if you --				false

		3209						LN		123		6		false		             6             CEO RICHARDS:  No.  I just want to clarify				false

		3210						LN		123		7		false		             7    something.  I think it's important for all the Board				false

		3211						LN		123		8		false		             8    members to understand that, yes, you are correct that				false

		3212						LN		123		9		false		             9    the Orange County Health Care Agency approves all events				false

		3213						LN		123		10		false		            10    moving forward on the fairgrounds looking at it from a				false

		3214						LN		123		11		false		            11    COVID health and safety perspective.				false

		3215						LN		123		12		false		            12             The promoter of the gun show is required to				false

		3216						LN		123		13		false		            13    submit a detailed security plan to the Orange County				false

		3217						LN		123		14		false		            14    Sheriff's Department.  And the sheriffs have approved				false

		3218						LN		123		15		false		            15    that plan.  So county health care doesn't approve the				false

		3219						LN		123		16		false		            16    security plan.  I just wanted to clarify that.				false

		3220						LN		123		17		false		            17             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  So who's in charge of				false

		3221						LN		123		18		false		            18    enforcing mask wearing on our property?				false

		3222						LN		123		19		false		            19             CEO RICHARDS:  That would be our staff, our				false

		3223						LN		123		20		false		            20    security staff, our event staff that are, you know,				false

		3224						LN		123		21		false		            21    on -- boots on the ground.				false

		3225						LN		123		22		false		            22             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Okay.  Thank you.				false

		3226						LN		123		23		false		            23             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Any other comment from				false

		3227						LN		123		24		false		            24    the Board before we throw it on the consent calendar?				false

		3228						LN		123		25		false		            25    Hearing that there is none, can I get a motion to				false

		3229						PG		124		0		false		page 124				false

		3230						LN		124		1		false		             1    approve the consent calendar?				false

		3231						LN		124		2		false		             2             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  I so move, Sandra.				false

		3232						LN		124		3		false		             3             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  A second?				false

		3233						LN		124		4		false		             4             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Doug, second.				false

		3234						LN		124		5		false		             5             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Can you				false

		3235						LN		124		6		false		             6    please call roll call, or please --				false

		3236						LN		124		7		false		             7             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  A point of clarification.				false

		3237						LN		124		8		false		             8    This is a draft contract, so we're not voting to approve				false

		3238						LN		124		9		false		             9    this contract; correct?				false

		3239						LN		124		10		false		            10             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I think this is a				false

		3240						LN		124		11		false		            11    voting to approve the contract.  The event takes place				false

		3241						LN		124		12		false		            12    in March.				false

		3242						LN		124		13		false		            13             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Okay.  Thank you.  And can we				false

		3243						LN		124		14		false		            14    pull this item, I guess, from the consent calendar and				false

		3244						LN		124		15		false		            15    then move the rest of the consent calendar, would that				false

		3245						LN		124		16		false		            16    be okay, Chair?				false

		3246						LN		124		17		false		            17             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I don't -- I mean, is				false

		3247						LN		124		18		false		            18    that necessary?  I feel like we're going to have this				false

		3248						LN		124		19		false		            19    conversation again in March, and the event is going to				false

		3249						LN		124		20		false		            20    be about a week later.  So we should probably just deal				false

		3250						LN		124		21		false		            21    with the issue now.  Is there anything outstanding,				false

		3251						LN		124		22		false		            22    Chair Aitken -- or Director Aitken?				false

		3252						LN		124		23		false		            23             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  No.  I'm just saying can we				false

		3253						LN		124		24		false		            24    then just table this specific contract and move the rest				false

		3254						LN		124		25		false		            25    of the consent calendar?				false

		3255						PG		125		0		false		page 125				false

		3256						LN		125		1		false		             1             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I would prefer not to				false

		3257						LN		125		2		false		             2    pull it.  Any other comments from the Board on pulling				false

		3258						LN		125		3		false		             3    it, or the benefits of pulling it?  At this time I would				false

		3259						LN		125		4		false		             4    like to take the consent calendar as a whole.  Summer,				false

		3260						LN		125		5		false		             5    can you please take roll call?				false

		3261						LN		125		6		false		             6             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?				false

		3262						LN		125		7		false		             7             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.				false

		3263						LN		125		8		false		             8             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?				false

		3264						LN		125		9		false		             9             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.				false

		3265						LN		125		10		false		            10             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes?				false

		3266						LN		125		11		false		            11             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.				false

		3267						LN		125		12		false		            12             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz?				false

		3268						LN		125		13		false		            13             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.				false

		3269						LN		125		14		false		            14             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Aitken?				false

		3270						LN		125		15		false		            15             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  I'm voting no because it				false

		3271						LN		125		16		false		            16    contains this contract, which I do not approve.  But I				false

		3272						LN		125		17		false		            17    would approve the rest of the consent calendar.				false

		3273						LN		125		18		false		            18             SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Director Kovacevich?				false

		3274						LN		125		19		false		            19             DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yes.				false

		3275						LN		125		20		false		            20             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.				false

		3276						LN		125		21		false		            21             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I just want to say				false

		3277						LN		125		22		false		            22    thank you to everybody who came and spoke on this issue.				false

		3278						LN		125		23		false		            23    I know gun violence is a very -- it's a personal issue				false

		3279						LN		125		24		false		            24    to many people, including myself.  Safety is key, and				false

		3280						LN		125		25		false		            25    approving this contract is no -- in any way not saying				false

		3281						PG		126		0		false		page 126				false

		3282						LN		126		1		false		             1    that we don't care about the things you care about.				false

		3283						LN		126		2		false		             2             So thank you for coming today before the Board				false

		3284						LN		126		3		false		             3    and we appreciate you participating in this meeting.  At				false

		3285						LN		126		4		false		             4    this time I'd like to move on to agenda Item 10B.  And				false

		3286						LN		126		5		false		             5    we have a presentation commemorating Black History				false

		3287						LN		126		6		false		             6    Month.  At this time I'd like to turn it over to				false

		3288						LN		126		7		false		             7    Community Affairs Committee, Director Kovacevich and				false

		3289						LN		126		8		false		             8    Director Ruiz.				false

		3290						LN		126		9		false		             9             DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  All right.  Give me one				false

		3291						LN		126		10		false		            10    second.  Sorry.  While I pull up my notes.  Okay.  Thank				false

		3292						LN		126		11		false		            11    you, Chair Rubalcava-Garcia.  Appreciate the opportunity				false

		3293						LN		126		12		false		            12    to present for Black History Month.  You know, this is				false

		3294						LN		126		13		false		            13    another opportunity for the Board and specifically the				false

		3295						LN		126		14		false		            14    Community Affairs Committee to, you know, showcase an				false

		3296						LN		126		15		false		            15    important part of the Orange County community, which is				false

		3297						LN		126		16		false		            16    the members of our community who are black and should be				false

		3298						LN		126		17		false		            17    extra celebrated this month.  Should be celebrated all				false

		3299						LN		126		18		false		            18    of this month and so we put -- we put together this				false

		3300						LN		126		19		false		            19    presentation.				false

		3301						LN		126		20		false		            20             And I'll narrate the first half, and then I'll				false

		3302						LN		126		21		false		            21    turn it over to Director Ruiz.  If we go to the next				false

		3303						LN		126		22		false		            22    slide.  All right.  So Black History Month was				false

		3304						LN		126		23		false		            23    established to recognize and celebrate the achievements				false

		3305						LN		126		24		false		            24    of African Americans and their role in US history.				false

		3306						LN		126		25		false		            25             Let's see if I'm in the right -- I think we go				false

		3307						PG		127		0		false		page 127				false

		3308						LN		127		1		false		             1    to the next slide.  Sorry.  Oh, no.  This is the slide.				false

		3309						LN		127		2		false		             2    Okay.  We got everyone there.  So let's go through the				false

		3310						LN		127		3		false		             3    pictures here from left to right.  Sorry.  Last idea, I				false

		3311						LN		127		4		false		             4    messed up there.  Okay.  We have Maya Angelou, poet and				false

		3312						LN		127		5		false		             5    activist.  We have Martin Luther -- Dr. Martin Luther				false

		3313						LN		127		6		false		             6    King Jr., minister and activist.  Muhammad Ali, boxer				false

		3314						LN		127		7		false		             7    and activist.  George Washington Carver, agricultural				false

		3315						LN		127		8		false		             8    scientist.				false

		3316						LN		127		9		false		             9             And on the bottom row from left to right we				false

		3317						LN		127		10		false		            10    have Harriet Tubman, abolitionist and activist.				false

		3318						LN		127		11		false		            11    President Barack Obama and First Lady Michele Obama.  We				false

		3319						LN		127		12		false		            12    have Rosa Parks, of course activist, and we have				false

		3320						LN		127		13		false		            13    Frederick Douglass, who was an abolitionist and a public				false

		3321						LN		127		14		false		            14    speaker.  So that was some great folks from our history.				false

		3322						LN		127		15		false		            15             Next slide here we have, you know, we're				false

		3323						LN		127		16		false		            16    showing a major part of the African-American history in				false

		3324						LN		127		17		false		            17    California.  It started with the second great migration				false

		3325						LN		127		18		false		            18    where African Americans residing in the southern part of				false

		3326						LN		127		19		false		            19    the United States who were trying to escape extreme				false

		3327						LN		127		20		false		            20    racism and segregation migrated North and West including				false

		3328						LN		127		21		false		            21    to Southern California to better their lives with job				false
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		3800						LN		145		25		false		            25    call for Dr. Jeffrey Horn, when you're ready.				false

		3801						PG		146		0		false		page 146				false

		3802						LN		146		1		false		             1             JEFFREY HORN:  Yeah.  Sorry.  I was having				false

		3803						LN		146		2		false		             2    technical problems before.  So, yeah, I'm actually in				false

		3804						LN		146		3		false		             3    agreement with the last person, you know, making sure				false

		3805						LN		146		4		false		             4    that the animals are here to be ready for Fair.  So if				false

		3806						LN		146		5		false		             5    it's possible, if you don't have a tradition OC Fair in				false

		3807						LN		146		6		false		             6    July to maybe plan to have the, you know, livestock show				false

		3808						LN		146		7		false		             7    at that time because that's when the animals were				false

		3809						LN		146		8		false		             8    prepped and, you know, when they're bought for the				false

		3810						LN		146		9		false		             9    purpose of being ready for the livestock show.				false

		3811						LN		146		10		false		            10             I certainly have some questions in regards to				false

		3812						LN		146		11		false		            11    the auction itself, whether it be an in-person auction				false

		3813						LN		146		12		false		            12    or not or that it have to be an online silent action,				false

		3814						LN		146		13		false		            13    which is certainly less preferable.  Because these kids				false

		3815						LN		146		14		false		            14    rely on trying to at least recoup some of the money that				false

		3816						LN		146		15		false		            15    they spent on these animals in feeding and caring for				false

		3817						LN		146		16		false		            16    them.  I do also have questions in regards if we do have				false

		3818						LN		146		17		false		            17    a traditional Fair for the parents to make sure that				false

		3819						LN		146		18		false		            18    they are going to be there to be with the children of				false

		3820						LN		146		19		false		            19    the system but also be able to watch them perform.				false

		3821						LN		146		20		false		            20             And also making sure that there is adequate				false

		3822						LN		146		21		false		            21    place, spacing for the parents of that kind of that back				false

		3823						LN		146		22		false		            22    area, you know, that we had traditionally just to know				false

		3824						LN		146		23		false		            23    there'll be some social distancing guidelines and what				false

		3825						LN		146		24		false		            24    not in making sure there's adequate space for them				false

		3826						LN		146		25		false		            25    because it can get sometimes to be a little bit crowded				false

		3827						PG		147		0		false		page 147				false

		3828						LN		147		1		false		             1    at times.  As well as adequate sanitation for, you know,				false

		3829						LN		147		2		false		             2    for, you know places where people wash their hands and				false

		3830						LN		147		3		false		             3    dishes and things like that have been problems in				false

		3831						LN		147		4		false		             4    previous years.				false

		3832						LN		147		5		false		             5             Just really important to make sure that no				false

		3833						LN		147		6		false		             6    matter what we do that there is a junior livestock show				false

		3834						LN		147		7		false		             7    for these kids.  They've missed out completely last				false

		3835						LN		147		8		false		             8    year.  Virtual Fairs just is don't cut it.  And it's				false

		3836						LN		147		9		false		             9    extremely important to make sure that they can still get				false

		3837						LN		147		10		false		            10    the experience for a lot of these kids who are still in				false

		3838						LN		147		11		false		            11    online only school.  This is their only time outside of				false

		3839						LN		147		12		false		            12    the home, and it's the only time there's really like any				false

		3840						LN		147		13		false		            13    interaction with their peep in person probably socially				false

		3841						LN		147		14		false		            14    distance and it's crucial for them to make sure that				false

		3842						LN		147		15		false		            15    they get this experience that they need.  And thank you				false

		3843						LN		147		16		false		            16    very much.				false

		3844						LN		147		17		false		            17             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  Chair				false

		3845						LN		147		18		false		            18    Rubalcava-Garcia, that concludes public comment on this				false

		3846						LN		147		19		false		            19    time.				false

		3847						LN		147		20		false		            20             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, everybody,				false

		3848						LN		147		21		false		            21    for your comments and feedback on the Fair.  Thank you,				false

		3849						LN		147		22		false		            22    Michele, for your presentation and update.  Is there any				false

		3850						LN		147		23		false		            23    other questions from the Board on this topic?				false

		3851						LN		147		24		false		            24             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Natalie, I have a few				false

		3852						LN		147		25		false		            25    questions I'd like to ask and a couple of issues that				false

		3853						PG		148		0		false		page 148				false

		3854						LN		148		1		false		             1    I'd like to raise to the Board's consideration.  I guess				false

		3855						LN		148		2		false		             2    this is this listed on the agenda as an action item, so				false

		3856						LN		148		3		false		             3    we could provide some policy direction to staff should				false

		3857						LN		148		4		false		             4    the Board so desire to do that, am I correct in that?				false

		3858						LN		148		5		false		             5             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.				false

		3859						LN		148		6		false		             6             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  First question I				false

		3860						LN		148		7		false		             7    have the same question that Reggie has raised in terms				false

		3861						LN		148		8		false		             8    of her comments.  You know, on the one hand, we're go				false

		3862						LN		148		9		false		             9    going to be practicing social distancing.  We're going				false

		3863						LN		148		10		false		            10    to be limiting the number of attendees.  You're going to				false

		3864						LN		148		11		false		            11    have to, you know, book your time at the Fair ahead o				false

		3865						LN		148		12		false		            12    time, et cetera, et cetera, et cetera.				false

		3866						LN		148		13		false		            13             And yet we're contemplating full capacity in				false

		3867						LN		148		14		false		            14    the Pacific Amphitheater and the Hanger.  How is that				false

		3868						LN		148		15		false		            15    going to work and meet the county requirements relative				false

		3869						LN		148		16		false		            16    to face masks and everything else that we're going to				false

		3870						LN		148		17		false		            17    need to bring into account?				false

		3871						LN		148		18		false		            18             CEO RICHARDS:  I think that's a great question.				false

		3872						LN		148		19		false		            19    Director La Belle.  Keep in mind that that full capacity				false

		3873						LN		148		20		false		            20    was based on projections given to us by Dr. Chau and his				false

		3874						LN		148		21		false		            21    team at the OC Health Care Agency.  The 75 percent				false

		3875						LN		148		22		false		            22    capacity is something that staff has recommended for the				false

		3876						LN		148		23		false		            23    Fair overall.  At the time the Health Care Agency was				false

		3877						LN		148		24		false		            24    also suggesting that we would not necessarily need to				false

		3878						LN		148		25		false		            25    cap attendance for the Fair either, but we felt it was				false

		3879						PG		149		0		false		page 149				false

		3880						LN		149		1		false		             1    prudent to do that.				false

		3881						LN		149		2		false		             2             So I'll just reiterate, again, that while the				false

		3882						LN		149		3		false		             3    full capacity in the Hanger and the Amphitheater are				false

		3883						LN		149		4		false		             4    possible, that's something that we may not be able to				false

		3884						LN		149		5		false		             5    predict at this point, and we're going to watch the				false

		3885						LN		149		6		false		             6    numbers closely.  We're going to continue to work very,				false

		3886						LN		149		7		false		             7    very closely with the OC Health Care Agency and make the				false

		3887						LN		149		8		false		             8    appropriate adjustments as new information becomes				false

		3888						LN		149		9		false		             9    available to us.				false

		3889						LN		149		10		false		            10             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  I'm --				false

		3890						LN		149		11		false		            11    I'm a glass is half full guy, but right now my glass is				false

		3891						LN		149		12		false		            12    sort of cracked, and I'm normally pretty much an				false

		3892						LN		149		13		false		            13    optimism but there seems to be so much continuing				false

		3893						LN		149		14		false		            14    confusion out there relative to vaccinations and supply				false

		3894						LN		149		15		false		            15    et cetera, et cetera that I do have some concerns.  What				false

		3895						LN		149		16		false		            16    is the Board's absolute drop dead date in terms of				false

		3896						LN		149		17		false		            17    deciding whether it will be a Summer Fair or whether it				false

		3897						LN		149		18		false		            18    will be a fall Fair.				false

		3898						LN		149		19		false		            19             CEO RICHARDS:  Yeah.  Last year the Board had a				false

		3899						LN		149		20		false		            20    special meeting.  I believe it was held on April 11th of				false

		3900						LN		149		21		false		            21    last year -- made the decision to cancel the 2020 OC				false

		3901						LN		149		22		false		            22    Fair.  I think we've set a go/no go date.  It absolutely				false

		3902						LN		149		23		false		            23    cannot go later than that.  We just have too many moving				false

		3903						LN		149		24		false		            24    pieces to be able to, you know, to make that call.				false

		3904						LN		149		25		false		            25    Although, you know, a lot can change in those 45, 50				false

		3905						PG		150		0		false		page 150				false

		3906						LN		150		1		false		             1    days.  So I would say at the very latest looking at that				false

		3907						LN		150		2		false		             2    week right after Easter would be preferable.				false

		3908						LN		150		3		false		             3             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Now, when is Disneyland				false

		3909						LN		150		4		false		             4    going to open?  What is their current schedule been				false

		3910						LN		150		5		false		             5    approved because that obviously would be a very good				false

		3911						LN		150		6		false		             6    template to follow in terms of protocols and things like				false

		3912						LN		150		7		false		             7    that.				false

		3913						LN		150		8		false		             8             CEO RICHARDS:  Right.  There haven't been, to				false

		3914						LN		150		9		false		             9    my knowledge, please, someone, correct me if I'm wrong.				false

		3915						LN		150		10		false		            10    There has been a specific date that has been pinpointed				false

		3916						LN		150		11		false		            11    but both Six Flags and Disneyland indicated spring.				false

		3917						LN		150		12		false		            12    That they would be reopening in the spring, and I know				false

		3918						LN		150		13		false		            13    Six Flags indicated they would be reopening all of their				false

		3919						LN		150		14		false		            14    theme parks and amusement parks throughout the country				false

		3920						LN		150		15		false		            15    in the spring.				false

		3921						LN		150		16		false		            16             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  And now, Michele, it's my				false

		3922						LN		150		17		false		            17    understanding that San Diego Fair will hot be held this				false

		3923						LN		150		18		false		            18    year, nor will the LA county Fair, is that a fair				false

		3924						LN		150		19		false		            19    statement?				false

		3925						LN		150		20		false		            20             CEO RICHARDS:  Yes.  So both San Diego and LA				false

		3926						LN		150		21		false		            21    have indicated to us that they are not in a position to				false

		3927						LN		150		22		false		            22    have a full Fair this year but they are both hoping to				false

		3928						LN		150		23		false		            23    have some sort of a Fair like celebration in the fall,				false

		3929						LN		150		24		false		            24    but, you know, dates have not been announced and plans				false

		3930						LN		150		25		false		            25    are not in place that, you know, have been shared with				false

		3931						PG		151		0		false		page 151				false

		3932						LN		151		1		false		             1    us at this time.				false

		3933						LN		151		2		false		             2             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  What is precluding us				false

		3934						LN		151		3		false		             3    from considering moving it either even later into the				false

		3935						LN		151		4		false		             4    fall.  I understand obviously the later you go, the				false

		3936						LN		151		5		false		             5    weather gets more problematic.  But if we were to go in				false

		3937						LN		151		6		false		             6    late September to say mid October, what would precludes				false

		3938						LN		151		7		false		             7    us from doing that?				false

		3939						LN		151		8		false		             8             CEO RICHARDS:  Well, it certainly doesn't				false

		3940						LN		151		9		false		             9    preclude us, but we would not be able to have RCS				false

		3941						LN		151		10		false		            10    partner with us.  They have commitments for two of the				false

		3942						LN		151		11		false		            11    Fairs in Arizona.  Mainly, the Arizona State Fair, which				false

		3943						LN		151		12		false		            12    will take place beginning I think it's October 3rd is				false

		3944						LN		151		13		false		            13    their start date.				false

		3945						LN		151		14		false		            14             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Are there other options				false

		3946						LN		151		15		false		            15    available to the Board besides RCS or are we limited by				false

		3947						LN		151		16		false		            16    our contract with them?				false

		3948						LN		151		17		false		            17             CEO RICHARDS:  I don't believe we are limited				false

		3949						LN		151		18		false		            18    by our of contact.  You know, Ken, you can verify that.				false

		3950						LN		151		19		false		            19    He knows that contact very well, but the problem would				false

		3951						LN		151		20		false		            20    be the availability of a comparable carnival as you can				false

		3952						LN		151		21		false		            21    imagine, lots of Fairs throughout the United States are				false

		3953						LN		151		22		false		            22    clamoring for back up dates for the fall.  So I think it				false

		3954						LN		151		23		false		            23    would be very -- I don't think that we should count on a				false

		3955						LN		151		24		false		            24    carnival that could service us being available in				false

		3956						LN		151		25		false		            25    October.				false

		3957						PG		152		0		false		page 152				false

		3958						LN		152		1		false		             1             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Have we had any				false

		3959						LN		152		2		false		             2    conversations with the entertainment folks relative to				false

		3960						LN		152		3		false		             3    moving concerts to the fall those dates that you				false

		3961						LN		152		4		false		             4    outlined and maybe having a combination of both some				false

		3962						LN		152		5		false		             5    during the summer and some on into the fall.  We had				false

		3963						LN		152		6		false		             6    some earlier speakers on other items seem to express an				false

		3964						LN		152		7		false		             7    interest in maybe, you know, in maybe expanding it even				false

		3965						LN		152		8		false		             8    further.  Obviously that becomes a revenue producing				false

		3966						LN		152		9		false		             9    opportunity if we can.  Has Dan or Lisa had any				false

		3967						LN		152		10		false		            10    conversations in that regard?				false

		3968						LN		152		11		false		            11             CEO RICHARDS:  Yes.  Ongoing conversations.  In				false

		3969						LN		152		12		false		            12    fact, they have conversations everyday with the agents,				false

		3970						LN		152		13		false		            13    and so while we still have some dates booked for the				false

		3971						LN		152		14		false		            14    summer, I believe there are 11 bookings for a summer				false

		3972						LN		152		15		false		            15    concert series.  But, you know, the possibility of doing				false

		3973						LN		152		16		false		            16    a fall series is very much in play.				false

		3974						LN		152		17		false		            17             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Just to comment on				false

		3975						LN		152		18		false		            18    the rest for the rest of the Board and yourself on				false

		3976						LN		152		19		false		            19    moving it to when after school is started.  That is not				false

		3977						LN		152		20		false		            20    necessarily going to be a problem at least from my				false

		3978						LN		152		21		false		            21    perspective.  The LA County Fair has always been				false

		3979						LN		152		22		false		            22    starting basically the first week of school.				false

		3980						LN		152		23		false		            23             And from my Chino Hills Days, we had Chino				false

		3981						LN		152		24		false		            24    Hills Day at the Fair just like we have the cities in				false

		3982						LN		152		25		false		            25    Orange County.  And what we did, we had a very active				false

		3983						PG		153		0		false		page 153				false

		3984						LN		153		1		false		             1    community committee and they did a Sponsor a Bus				false

		3985						LN		153		2		false		             2    program, you know, whatever the amount was.				false

		3986						LN		153		3		false		             3             And on that Chino Hills Day at the Fair we had				false

		3987						LN		153		4		false		             4    literally thousands -- well not thousands but a couple				false

		3988						LN		153		5		false		             5    thousand grade school kids from Chino Hills that				false

		3989						LN		153		6		false		             6    attended the Fair and they -- our community services				false

		3990						LN		153		7		false		             7    department and public services -- we had a very				false

		3991						LN		153		8		false		             8    extensive interactive program that we did at the Fair.				false

		3992						LN		153		9		false		             9             They don't do that anymore, but I can certainly				false

		3993						LN		153		10		false		            10    get all of the background information on that program				false

		3994						LN		153		11		false		            11    and how it worked and I would do that and --				false

		3995						LN		153		12		false		            12             (Simultaneous Speaking.)				false

		3996						LN		153		13		false		            13             And I guess my last question is whether the				false

		3997						LN		153		14		false		            14    Fair is in July, August, September, October, I think				false

		3998						LN		153		15		false		            15    it's important that the Board establish some protocols				false

		3999						LN		153		16		false		            16    for what we're going to do when the Fair takes place				false

		4000						LN		153		17		false		            17    relative to obviously we'll meet whatever state				false

		4001						LN		153		18		false		            18    requirements are placed upon us by the governor's office				false

		4002						LN		153		19		false		            19    and what county requirements are placed upon us.				false

		4003						LN		153		20		false		            20             But the Fair, itself, is not an essential				false

		4004						LN		153		21		false		            21    service.  It's obviously very important to the				false

		4005						LN		153		22		false		            22    community, but we need to make sure that those that are				false

		4006						LN		153		23		false		            23    in attendance at the Fair are fully masked, that				false

		4007						LN		153		24		false		            24    protocol is handled.  And you mentioned earlier that				false

		4008						LN		153		25		false		            25    vaccinations may not be a requirement, explain that to				false

		4009						PG		154		0		false		page 154				false

		4010						LN		154		1		false		             1    me a little bit, in terms of, you know, how we can --				false

		4011						LN		154		2		false		             2    how we can best make sure that we keep the Fair as safe				false

		4012						LN		154		3		false		             3    for all of our patrons as we possibly can.				false

		4013						LN		154		4		false		             4             And, again, I think the Board needs to, not				false

		4014						LN		154		5		false		             5    necessarily today, but maybe next month for sure we need				false

		4015						LN		154		6		false		             6    to say okay, when we have a Fair, these are the				false

		4016						LN		154		7		false		             7    protocols that are going to be in place.  And that may				false

		4017						LN		154		8		false		             8    very well mean that certain individuals will not want to				false

		4018						LN		154		9		false		             9    attend or be able to attend because of those protocols,				false

		4019						LN		154		10		false		            10    but as important as it is, it's a -- the Fair is a				false

		4020						LN		154		11		false		            11    nonessential type of activity.				false

		4021						LN		154		12		false		            12             CEO RICHARDS:  Sure.  Let me take a couple of				false

		4022						LN		154		13		false		            13    questions that you asked or issues that you brought up.				false

		4023						LN		154		14		false		            14    I tend to agree with you about the school field trip				false

		4024						LN		154		15		false		            15    opportunities with school back in session.  I know that				false

		4025						LN		154		16		false		            16    LA County Fair has been very, very successful with that				false

		4026						LN		154		17		false		            17    over the years and, you know, our team will certainly				false

		4027						LN		154		18		false		            18    coordinate with theirs on how best to do that.				false

		4028						LN		154		19		false		            19             But the concern is with school in session				false

		4029						LN		154		20		false		            20    because we are surrounded by schools.  That, you know,				false

		4030						LN		154		21		false		            21    Vanguard students would be back in session.  Orange				false

		4031						LN		154		22		false		            22    Coast College would be back in session.  Costa Mesa High				false

		4032						LN		154		23		false		            23    School, Costa Mesa Middle School, and Davis Elementary				false

		4033						LN		154		24		false		            24    School will all be back in session.  So, yes, while that				false

		4034						LN		154		25		false		            25    might have an effect on the attendance during the day,				false

		4035						PG		155		0		false		page 155				false

		4036						LN		155		1		false		             1    the bigger concern is the lack of availability of				false

		4037						LN		155		2		false		             2    off-site parking that we count on quite a bit.				false

		4038						LN		155		3		false		             3             And the added expense of trying to find				false

		4039						LN		155		4		false		             4    off-site parking, which has not been very successful,				false

		4040						LN		155		5		false		             5    and if that's the case then we would have to pair back				false

		4041						LN		155		6		false		             6    our attendance expectation so that we know that we can				false

		4042						LN		155		7		false		             7    park people in our interior lots without negatively				false

		4043						LN		155		8		false		             8    impacting the area sounding the fairgrounds because				false

		4044						LN		155		9		false		             9    there'll be lots of additional traffic in the area with				false

		4045						LN		155		10		false		            10    school in session and the Fair going on.				false

		4046						LN		155		11		false		            11             With regard to proof of vaccination, it seems				false

		4047						LN		155		12		false		            12    like such a great idea, and I, you know, I'm certainly				false

		4048						LN		155		13		false		            13    an advocate until you start to look at the operational				false

		4049						LN		155		14		false		            14    aspects of it.  The county health care in Orange County				false

		4050						LN		155		15		false		            15    has potentially been working on an app that will produce				false

		4051						LN		155		16		false		            16    a, you know, a proof of vaccination.  They're not there				false

		4052						LN		155		17		false		            17    yet.  And that's just Orange County.				false

		4053						LN		155		18		false		            18             We know that we have visitors to the OC Fair				false

		4054						LN		155		19		false		            19    from all over the state and out of the country as well,				false

		4055						LN		155		20		false		            20    so the ability for our staff to be able to effectively,				false

		4056						LN		155		21		false		            21    you know, check for proof of vaccination is rather				false

		4057						LN		155		22		false		            22    daunting.  In addition to that, if the county can reach				false

		4058						LN		155		23		false		            23    that herd immunity level, county health care will deem				false

		4059						LN		155		24		false		            24    it safe for people to gather again.  If we don't reach				false

		4060						LN		155		25		false		            25    that herd immunity, then there's -- then we won't get				false

		4061						PG		156		0		false		page 156				false

		4062						LN		156		1		false		             1    approval to move forward with the Fair no matter what				false

		4063						LN		156		2		false		             2    the dates.				false

		4064						LN		156		3		false		             3             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Michele, with the -- with				false

		4065						LN		156		4		false		             4    the vaccinations, those that are vaccinated do get a				false

		4066						LN		156		5		false		             5    card that indicates that when they had their first shot,				false

		4067						LN		156		6		false		             6    when they had their second shot, and sort of like a,				false

		4068						LN		156		7		false		             7    almost like a driver's license for that matter.  So				false

		4069						LN		156		8		false		             8    there is some fairly simple certification, so you might				false

		4070						LN		156		9		false		             9    want to look into that as well as the matter progresses.				false

		4071						LN		156		10		false		            10             I'd be interested in hearing from other Board				false

		4072						LN		156		11		false		            11    members as to what their thoughts are around the social				false

		4073						LN		156		12		false		            12    distancing and other protocols that we would have in				false

		4074						LN		156		13		false		            13    place.				false

		4075						LN		156		14		false		            14             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Are there any other				false

		4076						LN		156		15		false		            15    Board members who would like to comment on this item?				false

		4077						LN		156		16		false		            16             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  This is Director Aitken, just				false

		4078						LN		156		17		false		            17    to respond to Director La Belle.  You know, I think that				false

		4079						LN		156		18		false		            18    we need to empower our staff and those temporary, full-				false

		4080						LN		156		19		false		            19    or part-time employees to be enforcing the CDC				false

		4081						LN		156		20		false		            20    guidelines on mask wearing.  We don't know what those				false

		4082						LN		156		21		false		            21    are going to be or whether we can open them.				false

		4083						LN		156		22		false		            22             But I just think we need to -- it's very hard				false

		4084						LN		156		23		false		            23    to look at this right now when we don't know whether				false

		4085						LN		156		24		false		            24    we're going to have vaccines for under 65 by August or				false

		4086						LN		156		25		false		            25    whether we're going to be fighting this into the fall,				false

		4087						PG		157		0		false		page 157				false

		4088						LN		157		1		false		             1    potentially, I know none of us want to say it, but into				false

		4089						LN		157		2		false		             2    2022.  But I think as long as we empower our staff and				false

		4090						LN		157		3		false		             3    the employees to enforce the current CDC guidelines,				false

		4091						LN		157		4		false		             4    we're just going to have to do the best that we can.				false

		4092						LN		157		5		false		             5             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.  This is Director Ruiz.  I				false

		4093						LN		157		6		false		             6    totally agree with Director Aitken.  You know, it's --				false

		4094						LN		157		7		false		             7    we're going to have our people who are going to give our				false

		4095						LN		157		8		false		             8    staff -- you know, people who work in the Fair -- a hard				false

		4096						LN		157		9		false		             9    time for not wanting to wear a mask.  That will help,				false

		4097						LN		157		10		false		            10    unfortunately.  So, you know, whatever we can do to				false

		4098						LN		157		11		false		            11    empower them like Director Aitken said, I'm all for that				false

		4099						LN		157		12		false		            12    because we want safety not only for the people coming in				false

		4100						LN		157		13		false		            13    but as well the people who are going to be working the				false

		4101						LN		157		14		false		            14    grounds as well.  So I'm all in favor.				false

		4102						LN		157		15		false		            15             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  This is Doug, again.  I'm				false

		4103						LN		157		16		false		            16    going to be conversing with Newton, Nick, and Robert to				false

		4104						LN		157		17		false		            17    see if there's any interest in doing a Beach Boys				false

		4105						LN		157		18		false		            18    tribute band, and if there is, with a little bit of				false

		4106						LN		157		19		false		            19    luck, we'd probably be ready for 2024 and 2025 at the				false

		4107						LN		157		20		false		            20    latest.  So I'll report back on that later.				false

		4108						LN		157		21		false		            21             (Simultaneous Speaking.)				false

		4109						LN		157		22		false		            22             CEO RICHARDS:  We'll save a date, performance				false

		4110						LN		157		23		false		            23    date for you.				false

		4111						LN		157		24		false		            24             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I'd pay for that.				false

		4112						LN		157		25		false		            25             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Too cute.  Too cute.  This				false

		4113						PG		158		0		false		page 158				false

		4114						LN		158		1		false		             1    is Sandra, and I think that one of the things that we				false

		4115						LN		158		2		false		             2    need to go ahead and make sure that, you know, we all				false

		4116						LN		158		3		false		             3    feel good about is that the approach when a restaurant				false

		4117						LN		158		4		false		             4    is open you have to walk in with a mask and then you sit				false

		4118						LN		158		5		false		             5    down and then you have to take it off to go ahead and				false

		4119						LN		158		6		false		             6    eat.				false

		4120						LN		158		7		false		             7             When you're at the airport, which I've been at				false

		4121						LN		158		8		false		             8    the airport a lot lately, it's kind of like the same				false

		4122						LN		158		9		false		             9    thing.  People buy Starbucks and then the mask is off				false

		4123						LN		158		10		false		            10    for that reason.  And most of what happens at the Fair				false

		4124						LN		158		11		false		            11    really is food.  So the great part is that we have so				false

		4125						LN		158		12		false		            12    much space.  And I think with Disneyland opening pretty				false

		4126						LN		158		13		false		            13    soon and us invited to explore the what if possibility				false

		4127						LN		158		14		false		            14    and whatever is it that they have in place we should be				false

		4128						LN		158		15		false		            15    able to go and duplicate a lot of things that are				false

		4129						LN		158		16		false		            16    working and make them work.				false

		4130						LN		158		17		false		            17             But for example, even touching on people that				false

		4131						LN		158		18		false		            18    have the vaccine.  I'm not quite sure that that's even a				false

		4132						LN		158		19		false		            19    topic of conversation because there's so many people				false

		4133						LN		158		20		false		            20    that will not have the vaccine or choose not to have the				false

		4134						LN		158		21		false		            21    vaccine.  And I'm not quite sure that we can even make				false

		4135						LN		158		22		false		            22    that a condition of in, you know, any shape or form.				false

		4136						LN		158		23		false		            23             So a lot of great things to talk about and				false

		4137						LN		158		24		false		            24    think about, but I think that at the and of the day				false

		4138						LN		158		25		false		            25    there's a lot of other places that are already in place				false

		4139						PG		159		0		false		page 159				false

		4140						LN		159		1		false		             1    with specific procedures.  And we just need to make sure				false

		4141						LN		159		2		false		             2    that the people coming to the Fair are going to feel				false

		4142						LN		159		3		false		             3    comfortable being around other people that don't have				false

		4143						LN		159		4		false		             4    their masks on while their eating or so on because				false

		4144						LN		159		5		false		             5    that's just a fact impact.  It's what's happening.				false

		4145						LN		159		6		false		             6             CEO RICHARDS:  I think you bring up some very,				false

		4146						LN		159		7		false		             7    very good points, Director Cervantes.  And, you know,				false

		4147						LN		159		8		false		             8    our staff has spent months and months researching those				false

		4148						LN		159		9		false		             9    safety protocols, those health and safety protocols and				false

		4149						LN		159		10		false		            10    developing materials.  And it really goes back to our				false

		4150						LN		159		11		false		            11    marketing and communications plans to educate people on				false

		4151						LN		159		12		false		            12    how to fair, what's going to be required when you come				false

		4152						LN		159		13		false		            13    to the OC Fair so that we can present a healthy and safe				false

		4153						LN		159		14		false		            14    environment for everyone.				false

		4154						LN		159		15		false		            15             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Great.  Thank you.				false

		4155						LN		159		16		false		            16    And, you know, maybe this is an item because of the				false

		4156						LN		159		17		false		            17    level of information that we need to review and the				false

		4157						LN		159		18		false		            18    Board needs to focus on this one topic, you know,				false

		4158						LN		159		19		false		            19    perhaps we can limit what we have on the agenda for				false

		4159						LN		159		20		false		            20    March and just fully focus on -- on this issue.  I mean				false

		4160						LN		159		21		false		            21    the Fair is one of the most important events that we				false

		4161						LN		159		22		false		            22    host every year, and it's a community-building event.				false

		4162						LN		159		23		false		            23             And we're also working on, you know, helping				false

		4163						LN		159		24		false		            24    economic development around the area.  So I think if we				false

		4164						LN		159		25		false		            25    can focus on this thoughtful topic and, you know,				false

		4165						PG		160		0		false		page 160				false

		4166						LN		160		1		false		             1    provide feedback and also get answers for you based on				false

		4167						LN		160		2		false		             2    some of the questions today.  We can work -- why don't				false

		4168						LN		160		3		false		             3    we work on that for next month?				false

		4169						LN		160		4		false		             4             CEO RICHARDS:  I think time is only going to				false

		4170						LN		160		5		false		             5    help us with more information as it comes out.  We know				false

		4171						LN		160		6		false		             6    it.  It seems to change on a daily basis, so I think				false

		4172						LN		160		7		false		             7    it's very smart to take the time to, you know, gather as				false

		4173						LN		160		8		false		             8    much information as possible.				false

		4174						LN		160		9		false		             9             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.  So we'll				false

		4175						LN		160		10		false		            10    table this item if there is no objection to that -- to				false

		4176						LN		160		11		false		            11    March.  Okay.  I'm going to move on to agenda Item 10D,				false

		4177						LN		160		12		false		            12    which is the committee ad hoc reports -- or the				false

		4178						LN		160		13		false		            13    committee liaison reports.  At this time I'd like to				false

		4179						LN		160		14		false		            14    report on the Leadership Committee.  Director La Belle,				false

		4180						LN		160		15		false		            15    do you have anything to add on the Leadership Committee				false

		4181						LN		160		16		false		            16    front?				false

		4182						LN		160		17		false		            17             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  No, not at this time,				false

		4183						LN		160		18		false		            18    other than Doug Lofstrom is continuing his information				false

		4184						LN		160		19		false		            19    gathering on behalf of the committee and the Board and				false

		4185						LN		160		20		false		            20    progress is being made, and I have nothing further at				false

		4186						LN		160		21		false		            21    this point in time beyond that.				false

		4187						LN		160		22		false		            22             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  And Doug				false

		4188						LN		160		23		false		            23    Lofstrom actually wanted to be here today to give an				false

		4189						LN		160		24		false		            24    update, but I'm just going to briefly -- because I know				false

		4190						LN		160		25		false		            25    that we're already into a 3:00 o'clock hour, I'm going				false

		4191						PG		161		0		false		page 161				false

		4192						LN		161		1		false		             1    to go ahead and just briefly give an update.				false

		4193						LN		161		2		false		             2             At the last meeting the Board of Directors				false

		4194						LN		161		3		false		             3    approved unanimously that we would go ahead and move				false

		4195						LN		161		4		false		             4    forward with an equestrian center market study.  Just to				false

		4196						LN		161		5		false		             5    asses the property -- oh, sorry.  Just to asses the				false

		4197						LN		161		6		false		             6    property Doug Lofstrom is working on this initiative for				false

		4198						LN		161		7		false		             7    the Fair.  He has provided an update on operating				false

		4199						LN		161		8		false		             8    models.  He's researching files.				false

		4200						LN		161		9		false		             9             He has been working with the trainers and				false

		4201						LN		161		10		false		            10    boarders.  There's a survey that will be going into				false

		4202						LN		161		11		false		            11    marketing among that community.  They're a very				false

		4203						LN		161		12		false		            12    important part of the equestrian center.  So we want to				false

		4204						LN		161		13		false		            13    keep them very engaged.				false

		4205						LN		161		14		false		            14             The tentative EQC study schedule is as follows:				false

		4206						LN		161		15		false		            15    February it's research and assessment.  March, he will				false

		4207						LN		161		16		false		            16    continue researching.  He'll provide an evaluation and				false

		4208						LN		161		17		false		            17    develop financial documents for the Board to review.  In				false

		4209						LN		161		18		false		            18    April he will develop a preliminary EQC study and then				false

		4210						LN		161		19		false		            19    in May, he will review preliminary EQC study with the				false

		4211						LN		161		20		false		            20    Leadership Committee and the full Board of Directors.				false

		4212						LN		161		21		false		            21             So that's all that I have today on that front.				false

		4213						LN		161		22		false		            22    Any questions or comments from the Board on that?				false

		4214						LN		161		23		false		            23    Hearing that there are none, we will go ahead and move				false

		4215						LN		161		24		false		            24    on to the Financial Monitoring Committee.  Is Director				false

		4216						LN		161		25		false		            25    Bagneris on the call?				false

		4217						PG		162		0		false		page 162				false

		4218						LN		162		1		false		             1             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I don't believe she is.				false

		4219						LN		162		2		false		             2             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Do we have a				false

		4220						LN		162		3		false		             3    report from that committee, Michele?				false

		4221						LN		162		4		false		             4             CEO RICHARDS:  We do, and it's included in my				false

		4222						LN		162		5		false		             5    CEO updates.  So I can go over those numbers.				false

		4223						LN		162		6		false		             6             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.  We'll go				false

		4224						LN		162		7		false		             7    ahead and defer to that update.  Facilities Committee,				false

		4225						LN		162		8		false		             8    Director Aitken or Director Ruiz?				false

		4226						LN		162		9		false		             9             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  I don't have anything to report				false

		4227						LN		162		10		false		            10    unless Director Aitken has anything, and I have to cut				false

		4228						LN		162		11		false		            11    out because I have another 3:00 p.m. Zoom meeting.  It				false

		4229						LN		162		12		false		            12    already started, so my apologies.  See you all next				false

		4230						LN		162		13		false		            13    month.				false

		4231						LN		162		14		false		            14             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Bye.  Thank you.  And				false

		4232						LN		162		15		false		            15    Director Aitken, no updates on that front?  Okay.  The				false

		4233						LN		162		16		false		            16    Governance Committee, we have no updates at this time.				false

		4234						LN		162		17		false		            17    Director Cervantes, anything to go add on that front?				false

		4235						LN		162		18		false		            18             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Nothing on that front.				false

		4236						LN		162		19		false		            19             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Community				false

		4237						LN		162		20		false		            20    Affairs Committee, Director Kovacevich?				false

		4238						LN		162		21		false		            21             DIRECTOR Kovacevich:  Hi.  Really quick				false

		4239						LN		162		22		false		            22    summary:  We met on February 16 to discuss next steps				false

		4240						LN		162		23		false		            23    following our report to the Board in January, and as a				false

		4241						LN		162		24		false		            24    result we recommended that the Board review and discuss				false

		4242						LN		162		25		false		            25    its May 2019 resolution regarding the Pride flag --				false

		4243						PG		163		0		false		page 163				false

		4244						LN		163		1		false		             1    Pride Month and flag and display of the flag.				false

		4245						LN		163		2		false		             2             And to vote, we recommended to vote either to				false

		4246						LN		163		3		false		             3    reaffirm or amend, which happened today and you were all				false

		4247						LN		163		4		false		             4    here for.  So that was the only work that our committee				false

		4248						LN		163		5		false		             5    did, and now that we were able to reach a resolution on				false

		4249						LN		163		6		false		             6    that, we look forward to advancing some of the other				false

		4250						LN		163		7		false		             7    causes in the time between now and the next meeting.				false

		4251						LN		163		8		false		             8    Thank you.				false

		4252						LN		163		9		false		             9             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you Director				false

		4253						LN		163		10		false		            10    Kovacevich.  Centennial Farm Foundation, any updates				false

		4254						LN		163		11		false		            11    Director Cervantes?				false

		4255						LN		163		12		false		            12             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  No, not at this time.				false

		4256						LN		163		13		false		            13             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Heroes				false

		4257						LN		163		14		false		            14    Hall Veterans Foundation, any updates Vice Chair La				false

		4258						LN		163		15		false		            15    Belle?				false

		4259						LN		163		16		false		            16             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  No, not at this time.				false

		4260						LN		163		17		false		            17    CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Thank you.  I				false

		4261						LN		163		18		false		            18    know we are going into a six-hour meeting, and I				false
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             7    



             8                 Meeting of the OCFEC Board of

                     Directors, stenographically reported by Patricia  

             9    Garrido, a Certified Shorthand Reporter for the State of 

                     California, commencing at 9:00 a.m. and ending at 

            10       3:15 a.m., Thursday, February 25, 2021, Via Zoom.

                  

            11    
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             1             32ND DISTRICT AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATION



             2               ORANGE COUNTY FAIR & EVENT CENTER



             3                   BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING



             4                  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2021



             5                           9:00 A.M.



             6             



             7             



             8                



             9             



            10    CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I'd like to call this 



            11    meeting to order.  All matters noticed on this agenda in 



            12    any category may be considered for action as listed.  



            13    Any item not so noticed may not be considered.  Items 



            14    listed on this agenda may be considered in any order at 



            15    the discretion of the chairperson.  The mission of the 



            16    Orange County Fair & Event Center is celebration of 



            17    Orange County's communities, interests, agriculture and 



            18    heritage with results justifying resources expended.  



            19             At this time I'd like to ask Director Aitken to 



            20    lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  



            21             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Thank you very much.  Please 



            22    stand.  Put your hand over your heart.  



            23             (Pledge of Allegiance conducted.)



            24             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director 



            25    Aitken.  Summer, at this time can you please take roll 









                                                                          5



�





                                                                           





             1    call?  



             2             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Chair 



             3    Rubalcava-Garcia?  



             4             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Present.  Sorry.  



             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?  



             6             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Present.  



             7             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes?  



             8             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Present.  



             9             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz?  



            10             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Present.  



            11             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Bagneris?  Director 



            12    Aitken?  



            13             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Present.  



            14             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Pham?  And Director 



            15    Kovacevich?  



            16             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Summer.  



            17    And just to confirm we do have a quorum, I think I heard 



            18    five board members on the call?  



            19             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Five.  We have five.  



            20             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Perfect.



            21             CEO RICHARDS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, could I 



            22    just take a minute?  Summer, is there still room on the 



            23    call for others?  I'm wondering if some of our Board 



            24    members are having trouble logging in because we've 



            25    reached our capacity?  
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             1             SECRETARY ANGUS:  We're at 92.  



             2             CEO RICHARDS:  Okay.  I'm going to ask any OC 



             3    Fair & Event Center staff that are not involved in the 



             4    meeting to please log off the Zoom call so that we can 



             5    make room for others that are trying to get in.  Thank 



             6    you.  



             7             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  I'd like 



             8    to move to agenda Item 10, which is the governance 



             9    process.  At this time I would like to move agenda Item 



            10    10A to occur before closed session.  Summer will 



            11    coordinate any public comment for agenda Item 10A only.  



            12    We will take general public comment after closed 



            13    session.  At this time I'd like to turn over to Summer 



            14    so she can organize anyone who would like to speak 



            15    before the Board today regarding Item 10A.  



            16             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  If you are using the 



            17    Zoom video function and can use the chat, please go 



            18    ahead and say that you'd like to speak on item 10A and 



            19    I'll get that queued up.  After that, we'll -- people 



            20    that are dialed in, we'll get those verbally as well.  



            21    Okay.  I have Jeff.  I see Jeff, and I'll let this list 



            22    go for a moment and then we'll get people queued up.  



            23             BONNIE:  Is that the issue about the Pride 



            24    flag?  I don't know what -- 



            25             SECRETARY ANGUS:  It is, Bonnie.  Would you 
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             1    like to speak on that item?  



             2             BONNIE:  Yeah.  



             3             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  I'll get you on the 



             4    list.  



             5             BONNIE:  Okay.  Thank you.  



             6             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Just for you on this 



             7    call as Summer is organizing closed session, discussion 



             8    Item 10A is the item about the displaying of flags at 



             9    the Orange County Fair & Event Center.  The Board will 



            10    discuss and review -- take public comment on this item.  



            11             BETHANY:  Hi, I'm not sure if you can hear me.  



            12    Can you hear me?  



            13             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yeah.



            14             BETHANY:  I did want to speak on that.  I don't 



            15    have my chat function on my, not on my PC.  I see you 



            16    there.  I got you on the list.  Okay.  Thank you.  



            17             CARLA MONTGOMERY:  Carla Montgomery, too, would 



            18    like to speak on 10A.  



            19             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Carla.  



            20             SANDRA MASSINO:  Sandra Massino would like to 



            21    speak on that as well please.  



            22             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  



            23    SUSAN MEYER:  Susan Meyer would like to speak 



            24    on 10A.  



            25             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Susan.  
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             1             REGGIE MUNDEKIS:  Hi, Summer.  Reggie Mundekis 



             2    would like to speak on 10A, please.  Thank you.  



             3             CHRIS:  Hello, I would like to speak on 10A.  



             4             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chris?  



             5             CHRIS:  Yes.  I'd like to speak on 10A, and 



             6    also Jim Maldonado would like to speak.  Thank you, Jim.  



             7             JERILYNN:  Good morning, Summer, Jeri, as well.  



             8    SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Jerilynn.  



             9             WENDY LEECE:  Wendy Leece would like to speak 



            10    on 10A, also.



            11             STEPHANIE CAMACHO-VAN DYKE:  Stephanie 



            12    Camacho-Van Dyke would like to speak on 10A, please.  



            13             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Stephanie.  



            14             PEG CORLEY:  Peg Corley would also like to 



            15    speak.  Thank you.  



            16             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I saw your message, Peg.  



            17    Thank you.



            18             KELLIE ANNE:  Kellie Anne would like to speak 



            19    on 10A too.  



            20             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Kellie.  



            21             LISA SABO:  Hi, Summer.  This is Lisa Sabo.



            22             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Good morning, Lisa.  



            23             LISA SABO:  I would like to speak on just 



            24    general public comment.  



            25             SECRETARY ANGUS:  At this time we're not 
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             1    queuing up those at the moment, Lisa.  We're just -- 



             2    this is for item 10A.  When the Board goes to closed 



             3    session, I'll queue up all other agenda items.  



             4             LISA SABO:  Okay.  Thank you.  



             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  



             6             JEANINE ROBBINS:  Summer, this is Jeanine 



             7    Robbins.



             8             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Good morning, Jeanine.  



             9             JEANINE ROBBINS:  How are you?  



            10             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Good.  Thank you.  Would you 



            11    like to speak on item 10A?  



            12    JEANINE ROBBINS:  10A, but I also want to speak 



            13    on Item 8A, please, general comments.  



            14             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Well, we're only doing 



            15    10A at the moment.  I'll queue those up when the Board 



            16    is in closed session.  



            17             JEANINE ROBBINS:  Okay.  Thank you.  



            18             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  



            19             WENDY LEECE:  Hello, Summer.  Just confirming 



            20    that you got my request.  This is Wendy Leece.  



            21             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, Wendy, I have yours.  



            22    I'm doing the list right now in the Zoom chat.  I will 



            23    call -- I'll list out people's names just to make sure 



            24    I've captured everyone.  If you can give me just a 



            25    moment.  
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             1             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And while Summer is 



             2    doing that, just for those of you who just joined, we 



             3    have moved agenda Item 10A up before closed session so 



             4    that those who wish to speak before the Board don't have 



             5    to wait so long to do so for when the Board comes back 



             6    from closed session.  So there will still be general 



             7    comment after.  This is only for agenda item 10A, which 



             8    is discussion of the displaying of flags at the Orange 



             9    County Fair & Event Center.  



            10             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  I am going to read a 



            11    list of names from the -- from the chat and then the 



            12    speakers that called out their names as well.  After 



            13    that, if I did not call your name, I'd ask that you 



            14    please let me know.  



            15             I have Jeff LeTourneau, Harvey Liss, Mike 



            16    Gasca, Peg Corley, Brent Argo, Yvonne, Erin McCall, 



            17    Joanne Weiss, Glenda Galvan Garcia, Miliana Singh, 



            18    Julia, Bonnie Lee, Bethany Webb, Carla Montgomery, 



            19    Sandra Massino, Susan Meyer, Reggie Mundekis, Chris, Jim 



            20    Maldonado, Jerilynn, Wendy Leece, Stephanie Camacho-Van 



            21    Dyke, Kellie Anne, and then there was a Jean.  Did I 



            22    miss anyone?



            23             TODD MARTIN:  Yeah, can you get Todd Martin on 



            24    there?  



            25             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Todd.  
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             1             JIM MALDONADO:  Yes, and actually Brent Argo 



             2    didn't want to speak.  I'm Jim Maldonado.  I'm his 



             3    husband.  It's just Jim Maldonado that wants to speak, 



             4    not Brent Argo.  



             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Thank you, Brent.



             6             THERESA NGUYEN:  This is Theresa Nguyen.



             7             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Theresa Nguyen?  



             8             THERESA NGUYEN:  Yes, please.  



             9             SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Piper.  



            10             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, how many 



            11    speakers is that at this time?  



            12             SECRETARY ANGUS:  27, if I counted correctly.  



            13             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Due to the 



            14    large number of public speakers on this item, we're 



            15    going to go ahead and allot two minutes to everybody who 



            16    wishes to speak before the Board today.  Before we get 



            17    started, is there anybody else who would like to speak 



            18    on agenda item 10A.  This is specifically for 10A and 



            19    not for general public comment.  



            20             KELLIE AVAKIAN:  It's saying that the amount of 



            21    speakers is maxed and so there's two to three other 



            22    people that would like to get on it.  I can give you 



            23    their names if possible, but they're unable to get to 



            24    the Zoom call.  



            25             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  
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             1             CEO RICHARDS:  Also we have a board member who 



             2    is also trying to get on.  Once again, if you are a 



             3    member of the OC Fair & Event Center staff or any of our 



             4    partners, I'm going to ask, please, that you leave the 



             5    Zoom call so that we can make room for -- for at the 



             6    very least our board member trying to get on and then 



             7    other members of the public who wish to speak.  



             8             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And Summer, is there a 



             9    way to increase capacity or is 100 our max?  



            10             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'm going to defer to Jason 



            11    on that.  



            12             JASON JACOBSEN:  I'm working on that as we 



            13    speak right now.  



            14             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  So why don't we 



            15    go ahead and get started with public comment for now?  



            16    I'm just going to go ahead and read our general public 



            17    comment statement since we are taking public comment on 



            18    agenda Item 10A.  And then I'm going to go ahead and 



            19    turn it over to the Community Affairs Committee so that 



            20    they can present on this item.  That's Director Ruiz and 



            21    Director Kovacevich.  



            22             Matters of public comment is allowed on issues 



            23    not on the current agenda.  However, no debate from the 



            24    Board shall be permitted on such public comments and no 



            25    action will be taken on such public comment items at 
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             1    this time as law requires formal public notice prior to 



             2    any action on docket item.  Speakers are requested to 



             3    sign in prior to the start of the meeting and are 



             4    limited to three minutes.  



             5             At this time we're limiting it to two due to 



             6    the large number of commenters today.  Comments will be 



             7    accepted on agenda items during the meeting.  Speakers 



             8    wishing to address the Board on items on the agenda are 



             9    requested to sign in prior to the start of the meeting 



            10    and identify the agenda item on which you desire to 



            11    address the Board.  Speakers are limited to two minutes 



            12    today and this is just for agenda Item 10A.  



            13             I would like to turn it over at this time to 



            14    Director Ruiz and Director Kovacevich.



            15             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Thank you, Chair Rubalcava.  



            16    Thank you for this opportunity for allowing us to speak 



            17    during this such important event here before us.  We've 



            18    had several meetings throughout the year in regards to 



            19    this issue.  As you all know in May of that last year -- 



            20    2019, I apologize -- we adopted to fly the LGBTQ Pride 



            21    flag.  



            22             And so when the committee was formed with 



            23    Director Kovacevich and I, we got a lot of emails, phone 



            24    calls of people wanting us to either keep it flying or, 



            25    you know, fly other flags or consider doing other things 
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             1    to include other people as well.  So on the 16th of this 



             2    year, we had a meeting.  And so the committee decided to 



             3    bring it back to the Board for discussion -- for 



             4    discussion and action whether we want to amend this flag 



             5    issue or we affirm it.  



             6             So we wanted to bring it back to the Board 



             7    because of all the, you know, people that reached out to 



             8    us whether via e-mail, phone calls, what have you.  So 



             9    that's the reason why we brought it up.  And so Director 



            10    Kovacevich and I discussed it, and we wanted to bring it 



            11    for the entire Board and have a discussion on this so we 



            12    can move forward with this and discuss other issues that 



            13    we need to focus on regarding diversity.  So with that, 



            14    I'll turn it over to Director Kovacevich, if he has 



            15    anything else.  



            16             DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Thank you, Director Ruiz.  



            17    And yeah, just to echo your comments, you know, the 



            18    Community Affairs Committee and the Board of Directors 



            19    feels like there's a lot of things that we need to be 



            20    working on for the Fair and for the community.  However, 



            21    this flag issue seems to continue to take a lot of time 



            22    away from those issues.  So we did make the decision 



            23    that we just want to bring this back to the Board.  



            24    There was the resolution made a year ago, as you 



            25    mentioned -- or in 2019.  









                                                                         15



�





                                                                           





             1             So, you know, basically we're recommending that 



             2    the Board either affirm, reaffirm, or amend that 



             3    resolution.  That way we can move on from this flag 



             4    issue and no longer will it continue to come up and 



             5    distract from other issues that we're looking to 



             6    accomplish.  So we know that this is obviously a big 



             7    turn out for public comment.  We look forward to hearing 



             8    from the public.  



             9             The Board has been briefed with a lot of 



            10    material, including the survey, all of the e-mails that 



            11    we've received, comments from previous meetings.  So the 



            12    Board is hopefully very well informed to be able to make 



            13    a decision and most importantly put this matter behind 



            14    us so we can continue to focus on other priorities going 



            15    forward throughout the rest of this year.  



            16             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director 



            17    Kovacevich and Ruiz.  Are there any other comments from 



            18    the Board before we turn it over to public comment?  At 



            19    this time, Summer, can you please take the first 



            20    speaker?



            21             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Sorry.  Chair Rubalcava, I 



            22    had my hand raised.  I'd like to make a brief comment 



            23    before public comment.  I really want to -- when I first 



            24    saw this on the agenda, it was a little trepidation, but 



            25    I really want to thank you, Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, and 
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             1    the committee for bringing this forward because I agree 



             2    with the committee chairs in that I think it's important 



             3    that everyone's voice is heard.  



             4             And so for those of us that have joined us over 



             5    the last year, I think it's really important that they 



             6    don't feel that their voices are ignored.  And I think 



             7    this really brings finality, hopefully, to this issue.  



             8    But I want to start with a bit of background before 



             9    public comment.  



            10             The flag was raised in 2019 after a former 



            11    Board member raised the issue, and it wasn't in a 



            12    vacuum.  It was in wake of the post night club shooting.  



            13    More locally, the 2018 murder of teen Blaze Bernstein.  



            14    And so a lot of prominent spaces around Orange County 



            15    were looking for a unifying symbol to pronounce that in 



            16    these spaces all are welcome.  



            17             In the same year, we hosted our Out at the 



            18    Fair, which was wildly successful and a strong statement 



            19    from our Board about the inclusivity of our property for 



            20    out LGBTQ patrons and their families, but that summer 



            21    was not without controversy.  We saw that right after 



            22    the raising of the Pride flag, it was torn down and 



            23    stolen, not in an act of unity but in an act of hate.  



            24             And I'm bringing that up as a Catholic, we're 



            25    in the middle of, you know, for me, my lenten season, 
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             1    and I always appreciate the seasonal call to reflect on 



             2    what you have been and what you can be.  It's a time to 



             3    realize that every year we're called to be a better 



             4    version of the person that we were yesterday, and it's 



             5    not an easy calling.  



             6             And this issue has really made me reflect that, 



             7    what is my calling?  And when I see the rainbow flag, I 



             8    reflect on the single ray of light which refracts in 



             9    different angles to make a rainbow.  And when I see 



            10    God's light refracting on Earth to create mankind, I 



            11    realize that he could have made us that we're all 



            12    worshiping the same God.  That the color of our hair is 



            13    the same.  We all speak the same language, but he 



            14    didn't.  



            15             And I believe that this is his greatest test.  



            16    I think it's difficult to find common ground with those 



            17    that are different from ourselves, but if we can see 



            18    that we are all part of the same light, that is an 



            19    important first step.  I see the flag, and I see myself 



            20    as a Catholic, I see myself as a mother, I see myself as 



            21    a woman.  



            22             And I'm asking those that are opposed to this 



            23    issue that -- to really look at a rainbow the next time 



            24    you see one.  Do you have a favorite color?  Do you 



            25    enjoy the rain that creates it?  Do you -- did you like 
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             1    to collect rainbow stickers when you were a child?  



             2             Can you find a piece of that rainbow outside of 



             3    the whole that resonates personally with you?  Because 



             4    the flag flying outside our building is just a piece of 



             5    fabric.  And so, I guess, my ask would be to the public 



             6    that we all find at least one thread in that flag's 



             7    fabric that speaks to us, because if we can do that, 



             8    that is progress, and that is why the flag is important.  



             9    And I will be asking that we reaffirm the Fair Board's 



            10    commitment to flying the LGBTQ flag.  Thank you.  



            11             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director 



            12    Aitken.  Any other comments from the Board before we 



            13    open it up to public comment?  Hearing that there are 



            14    none, Summer, can you please call on the first speaker?  



            15             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  I'll call on the first 



            16    few, so people are ready.  Jeff LeTourneau, followed by 



            17    Bonnie Lee, Harvey Liss, and then Bethany Webb.  Jeff, 



            18    when you're ready.  



            19             JEFF LETOURNEAU:  Thank you.  First of all let 



            20    me start by thanking Chair Rubalcava and the Board for 



            21    their courageous step of flying this flag.  Hopefully 



            22    with a third of my time, I'm not sure I'll get to but I 



            23    want to really share one or two quick stories if I have 



            24    time about how much I've been told that meant to so many 



            25    people, mostly young and marginalized people who thought 
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             1    their government was their enemy.  



             2             I'm a 30-plus year activist of LGBTQ and AIDS 



             3    activist in this county.  Thirty of those years I've 



             4    lived with HIV and AIDS, so I have walked the walk and 



             5    felt the oppression and therefore the need for this 



             6    flag.  I remember the first Pride festival when the 



             7    police offered to the people riding in cars in the 



             8    parade if they wanted to wear Kevlar vests, and I 



             9    remember getting dirty diapers thrown at us and ugly 



            10    signs by the Traditional Values Coalition people.  



            11             I remember the first AIDS walk, same thing.  



            12    Little five-, six-year-old kids carrying signs "Gay.  



            13    Got AIDS yet?"  The hatred and the trail was just 



            14    dreadful.  I remember being ordered outside of the OK 



            15    West Bar in Garden Grove and they'd just stand outside 



            16    for an hour as they were checking IDs just pure police 



            17    harassment sitting down the block pulling people over 



            18    day after day after day after day as a form of 



            19    institutionalized homophobia.  



            20             And during all of this time and especially 



            21    during the AIDS pandemic, you had Congressman Dornan and 



            22    Congressman Dannemeyer and city/state senator Gil 



            23    Ferguson, former Irvine mayor Christina Shea, and Lou 



            24    Sheldon with the Traditional Values Coalition in 



            25    positions of power, just relentless pounding and 
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             1    homophobia and AIDS phobia, lack of government services 



             2    to help.  And so I hear, although this is the first 



             3    meeting I've attended that the main reason for this is 



             4    like why them and nobody us?  Well -- 



             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Jeff, that is 



             6    time.  



             7             JEFF LETOURNEAU:  Okay.  Just please just two 



             8    more words.  



             9             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, can we go 



            10    ahead and -- I'd like Jeff to finish that one last 



            11    statement, please.  



            12             JEFF LETOURNEAU:  Yeah, yeah.  When people ask 



            13    you know, why us?  It's because we've been through a 



            14    long, hard winter and institutional recognition and 



            15    government recognition they were part of that is just so 



            16    very important.  Thank you, again, for the opportunity 



            17    to speak.  



            18             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.



            19             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Bonnie Lee, when 



            20    you're ready.  I'll circle back.  Harvey Lee -- Harvey 



            21    Liss, when you're ready.  



            22             HARVEY LISS:  I'm ready.  I'm Harvey Liss -- 



            23             BONNIE LEE:  Oh, I'm sorry.  I'm sorry.  I 



            24    didn't turn my -- if Harvey wants to go, he can.  



            25             HARVEY LISS:  No, go ahead.  Go ahead, Bonnie.  
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             1             BONNIE LEE:  Okay.  All right.  So I've only 



             2    become an activist recently in the political democratic 



             3    community, but I knew Blaze -- I didn't know Blaze 



             4    Bernstein, but I certainly knew his family.  And taking 



             5    down the sign would be such an affront to his memory and 



             6    it's just giving into hate.  



             7             I mean, I don't see the big difference to -- 



             8    and I know the real reason this came up is because of 



             9    hate.  The same reason why our Capitol building was 



            10    attacked.  I don't see any difference.  It doesn't 



            11    matter to me that I'm not a member of the gay community.  



            12    I -- I -- I -- to me, as a Jewish person, it's just as 



            13    much an assault, an affront, you know, as if I were a 



            14    member of that community.  



            15             I think there's many people I know and love 



            16    that would feel exactly the same way that I do.  So I 



            17    just don't want the OC fairgrounds that I have been 



            18    going to for every year to give in to that kind of hate 



            19    and oppression.  There's too much going on in the world 



            20    today that's so bad, and we almost had our own 



            21    government overturned with an attempted coup.  



            22             And it's those same people who are, from my 



            23    perspective -- and the idea that it was even raise to 



            24    take down the flag is an affront to freedom and liberty 



            25    and basic human rights and dignity, from my perspective.  
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             1    Okay.  That's what I wanted to say.  



             2             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, 



             3    Bonnie.  Harvey, go ahead.  



             4             HARVEY LISS:  Hi.  I'm Harvey Liss, a 45-year 



             5    resident of Irvine.  So what's the purpose of flying the 



             6    Pride flag?  Well, its purpose is to indicate that the 



             7    LGBTQ community, a community that has been opposed for a 



             8    very long time is welcome and safe.  My thread in the 



             9    flag is the G, the green.  



            10             Here's some additional history, which I was 



            11    involved, local history.  On July 12th, 1988, then Mayor 



            12    Larry Agran led the Irvine City Council to add sexual 



            13    orientation to the city's human rights ordinance.  Only 



            14    the third city in California to do so after San 



            15    Francisco and Laguna Beach.  Immediately the forces of 



            16    bigotry rose up and passed ballot measure M that removed 



            17    sexual orientation from that same ordinance.  



            18             I remember in the 1990s, young thugs from San 



            19    Clemente would come up to Laguna Beach to beat up the 



            20    gay guys as they were leaving the bars and dance clubs 



            21    on Friday nights.  Fortunately, I was spared.  On 



            22    September 30th, 1991, Governor Pete Wilson vetoed AB101 



            23    that would have outlawed employment discrimination based 



            24    on sexual orientation.  I was with hundreds of others 



            25    who were chased by the cavalry armed with batons while 
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             1    protesting outside LA City Hall during the governor's 



             2    ill-advised visit.  



             3             A year earlier in the background of a friend I 



             4    had contributed 250 bucks to Wilson's election campaign 



             5    on his promise to sign such a bill if elected.  Well, I 



             6    was robbed.  On January 1st, 2000 the State's Fair 



             7    Employment and Housing Act prohibited discrimination on 



             8    housing and employment based on sexual orientation, thus 



             9    overtly Irvine's discriminatory ordinance.  



            10             Yes, flying the Pride flag is an 



            11    important symbol of welcome and inclusion, especially to 



            12    those who might have been fired, beaten up, or murdered 



            13    in an earlier time and currently as well.  That time has 



            14    resurrected for some of us under the Trump 



            15    administration that frankly only illuminated that the 



            16    impression lies ever-present just below the surface.  



            17    That flag, if anything, is now needed more than ever.  



            18    Thank you.  



            19             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  Bethany Webb, 



            20    when you're ready.  



            21             BETHANY WEBB:  Hi.  Can you see me?  



            22             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.  



            23             BETHANY WEBB:  So I am the mother of a 



            24    trans daughter who went to school with Blaze Bernstein 



            25    at OCSA.  We live in Huntington Beach.  She actually 
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             1    currently worked in Costa Mesa, but she was the same 



             2    year as both Blaze and the person that took his life.  



             3    The greatest fear that a mom has is somebody hurting her 



             4    child.  And as the mother of somebody that's LGBTQ, a 



             5    trans, I -- the most vulnerable -- I don't mean to take 



             6    anything away from everybody else.  Everybody's 



             7    vulnerable.  



             8             But a trans woman is in danger when she steps 



             9    out of the house.  And all that I'm asking is that 



            10    people try to understand that we have been through and 



            11    are living through the most divisive time in our life 



            12    and that people are acting out against our Asian 



            13    brothers and sisters because of the President's 



            14    statement, "Kung Flu" and against our Jewish brothers 



            15    and sisters and our -- and since 911 against our 



            16    brothers and sisters that do Islam, but the LGBTQ 



            17    community is certainly always a target.  



            18             And when you do something that includes them, 



            19    that shows them that they're not a mistake.  If you are 



            20    a religious person then how do you think God makes 



            21    mistakes, if you believe that God created every person 



            22    and he created them in the totality that they are?  So 



            23    when you fly that flag, you give -- you give confidence 



            24    and integrity to people that have been maligned 



            25    throughout their life.  
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             1             SECRETARY ANGUS:  That's time.  



             2             BETHANY WEBB:  Okay.  



             3             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'm going to call the next 



             4    group of speakers.  Mike Gasca, followed by Carla 



             5    Montgomery, Peg Corley and Sandra Masino.  Mike, when 



             6    you're ready.



             7             MIKE GASCA:  Hi.  Thank you, members of the 



             8    Board.  I want to speak interestingly enough in support 



             9    of continuing to keep the rainbow flag.  I am a member 



            10    of Irvine, a member of the LGBT community, and I am a 



            11    pretty staunch conservative that did support Donald 



            12    Trump.  But I am very dissappointed in the advocacy by 



            13    many of my colleagues on the right.  



            14             We like to use the history of our party, how we 



            15    were once the party that advocated for civil liberties 



            16    and supported the Black community during the civil 



            17    rights movement, and I fear that we have dangerously 



            18    veered too far to the right in advocacy like the issue 



            19    that we're talking about today.  There's a lot of 



            20    support for only waiving the American, the California 



            21    State flag, but we forget that both of those 



            22    constitutions begin with a basic declaration of rights 



            23    that proclaims every human's ability to have life, 



            24    liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  



            25             And for targeted marginalized communities, 
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             1    those things are not granted.  And allowing something as 



             2    simple as a flag is an unequivocal message that Orange 



             3    County and the fairgrounds are a place that welcomes 



             4    every single person without fear of persecution, of 



             5    judgement, or of discrimination, and it's a small thing 



             6    that we can do to embrace a community that I can tell 



             7    you firsthand has often been excluded and ostracized.  



             8             I think it's really important to recognize that 



             9    those basic notions that "All lives matter" or "I don't 



            10    support that lifestyle" should not be a redirect that 



            11    creates policy in America.  We abandoned a theocracy 



            12    centuries ago, but more importantly, every life in 



            13    America can't matter until the elimination of 



            14    disproportionate outcomes in certain communities or 



            15    communities people fear for their life because of basic 



            16    choices is nonexistent in this country.  



            17             SECRETARY ANGUS:  That's time.  Next speaker is 



            18    Carla Montgomery.  Carla, when you're ready.  



            19             CARLA MONTGOMERY:  Thank you so much.  It's an 



            20    honor to speak to you guys today on this beautiful day 



            21    here in Costa Mesa.  I just want you to know that I'm 



            22    here to spread love, to understand the situation of our 



            23    fairgrounds flags.  I have many members in my family who 



            24    are of the LGBTQ community, and I love them dearly.  And 



            25    I don't think that our flag situation is big enough for 
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             1    them or good enough for them.  



             2             So my -- my -- I'm asking today that we would 



             3    actually make a memorial.  I would like to have below 



             4    the flags that are currently flying and leave just the 



             5    three flags up there but move the LGBTQ flag down with a 



             6    memorial of all persecuted people in our country.  I 



             7    just feel like it is an opportunity for us to showcase 



             8    to all of our members in our community, our children, 



             9    and everybody that there's just way too much persecution 



            10    in our lives.  



            11             So I would like to keep special things for the 



            12    LGBT -- sorry.  I'm having my tongue tied right now.  



            13    For the beautiful community that that flag does 



            14    represent, but, like, I would like to keep the Outed at 



            15    the Fair program, and that -- because I do believe that, 



            16    you know, love is the answer, okay.  But I also believe 



            17    that there are -- the definition of diversity is the 



            18    condition of having or being composed of different 



            19    elements, especially the inclusion of people of 



            20    different races, cultures, religions, organizations, and 



            21    the like.  



            22             So I am realizing that we tried to -- or that I 



            23    heard a Board member was trying to put up the Black 



            24    History flag for this month.  We are in Black History 



            25    Month, and the Board was not willing to do that.  And 
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             1    this is where my concern came because diversity was not 



             2    really being highlighted in our community or in the 



             3    fairgrounds, which is in their statement and is which is 



             4    their goal.  So my goal is to ask for a diverse memorial 



             5    of flags that go below the flags.  



             6             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Carla, thank you.  I'm sorry.  



             7    That's time.  



             8             CARLA MONTGOMERY:  Oh, okay.  Thank you.  



             9             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Next up we have Peg Corley.  



            10    Peg, when you're ready.  



            11             PEG CORLEY:  Good morning, and thank you to the 



            12    Board for allowing us to speak this morning.  I 



            13    appreciate the opportunity to be here.  I'm the 



            14    executive director of the LGBTQ center in Orange County 



            15    in Santa Ana.  I was also there in May of 2019 at your 



            16    Board's invitation to help raise the flag at the OC 



            17    fairgrounds, and it was a really lovely morning, and I 



            18    was very proud to be there.  



            19             And I know the intent behind it was exactly as 



            20    Ashleigh stated earlier this morning, and that is the 



            21    most unifying symbol there is.  And I support it now as 



            22    I supported it then.  The Pride flag flying at the OC 



            23    fairgrounds is the single most inclusive symbol in the 



            24    world, and if you can please just for a moment imagine 



            25    all of the multiple intersectionalities that exist 
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             1    within the LGBTQ community.  



             2             There's literally every -- there's 



             3    representation in every ethnicity, religion, 



             4    neighborhood, and walk of life in the LGBTQ community.  



             5    The Pride flag is a symbol for diversity, inclusion, and 



             6    acceptance.  Also, it includes people who have faced 



             7    lifetimes of hate, oppression, and lack of 



             8    representation in their home communities.  Flying the 



             9    Pride flag is a statement that this is a safe space for 



            10    the most diverse community and for our LGBTQ people of 



            11    color who are twice or three times marginalized.  



            12             You are saying, "This is a safe space.  This is 



            13    part of your community.  You are welcome here."  The OC 



            14    fairgrounds made a beautiful statement in May of 2019 



            15    and since then, love and acceptance is flying the Pride 



            16    flag.  That's simply what it means.  Removing it now 



            17    would be worse than never having raised it.  With that 



            18    said, I encourage the Board to remain steadfast in your 



            19    commitment to create a safe space.  The OC community 



            20    needs you.  Thank you.  



            21             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, Peg.  



            22    Sandra Masino, when you're ready.  



            23             SANDRA MASINO:  Can you hear me? 



            24             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  Go ahead please.  



            25             SANDRA MASINO:  Okay.  Hi, there.  Thank you.  
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             1    I didn't come here to talk about myself, but I am 



             2    Catholic, I am dark brown, I am of Mexican descent, and 



             3    I won't go down memory lane about how tough it was 



             4    growing up in Orange County during the 70s, but I 



             5    survived.  I also survived sexual abuse as a child.  I'm 



             6    a mother.  I'm a wife.  I am straight, and I am a 



             7    conservative, and none of that should matter over and 



             8    above what anyone else is or isn't.  



             9             I live in College Park right across from the 



            10    fairgrounds, and we love the OC Fair.  We have people 



            11    come over during the time when the Fair is in session.  



            12    We love it.  We don't mind the sound.  We don't mind the 



            13    traffic.  We love the Pacific Amphitheater, and we think 



            14    there should be a way for that to stay open all year 



            15    round.  We think performing arts is very, very 



            16    important, and by the way, my husband is a theater 



            17    consultant and an architectural engineer specializing in 



            18    acoustics.  So we can get that to be open all year 



            19    round.  



            20             But in and around the fairgrounds there are so 



            21    many other things to see.  The softball fields, TeWinkle 



            22    Park, the tennis courts, the skate board park.  Davis 



            23    Magnet School, the junior high, Orange Coast College, 



            24    Costa Mesa City Hall, just about everyone attending or 



            25    using these facilities have special interests, special 
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             1    affiliations, and many sources of pride in their lives, 



             2    and yet, these are all places where we come together.  



             3             There isn't any invitation needed.  Everybody 



             4    feels safe because everybody is one in these places.  



             5    Displaying the flag of any one special interest group 



             6    leaves the rest out.  If we are truly one then we should 



             7    stay as one.  This is the OC Fair, in the State of 



             8    California, in the United States of America, and we need 



             9    not be divided.  



            10             Does one flag (audio/connectivity interruption) 



            11    it does, and if it does that to so much as one person 



            12    then it doesn't belong.  Will it be difficult to take 



            13    down the Pride flag?  Maybe, maybe not, but so be it.  



            14    But I'll have to tell you, I take exception to those who 



            15    care to preach about their beliefs because you have no 



            16    idea what anybody else has endured or what anyone else 



            17    believes and you really don't seem to care.  



            18             This isn't about you.  This is about the OC 



            19    Fair and everybody at the Fair.  Children are being 



            20    abducted right now.  Do we wave a flag for that?  



            21    Abducted right now.  There are women being held in 



            22    slavery, men being held in slavery right now on US 



            23    territory.  Does anybody care?  



            24             SECRETARY ANGUS:  That's time.  Thank you.  All 



            25    right.  I'm going to call the next group of speakers.  
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             1    Suzanne Meyer, followed by Yvonne Su, and Reggie 



             2    Mundekis.  Susan, when you're ready.  



             3             SUSAN MEYER:  Hello.  Thank you.  It's a 



             4    priviledge to be here this morning.  I am in support of 



             5    flying the Pride flag.  The Board made the right 



             6    decision to include everyone by flying the Pride flag.  



             7    I'm a 60-year resident of Orange County.  Thirty years 



             8    I've lived in Costa Mesa across from the Orange County 



             9    fairgrounds in the College Park neighborhood.  



            10             I would walk over to the Fair almost every day.  



            11    The Fair represented community.  It represented family, 



            12    friends, fun, social gatherings.  It was an educational 



            13    opportunity, but most important, it represented to me 



            14    community.  I'm a lesbian.  I knew I was different than 



            15    my friends at an early age.  I didn't like boys the way 



            16    my girlfriends did.  



            17             I felt alone.  I couldn't even explain it to 



            18    myself.  As I moved through junior high to high school, 



            19    the kids realized I was different, and they made fun of 



            20    me.  The girls would punch me during PE.  They would 



            21    pull my hair, spit on me, take my towel, chase me around 



            22    the locker room.  I didn't want to be different.  I 



            23    didn't want to be spit on.  I thought something was 



            24    wrong with me.  



            25             There were -- these were my formative years.  I 
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             1    contemplated suicide.  I had my -- I hid my sexuality.  



             2    Yes, I was in the closet alone until laws were being 



             3    crafted and signed into -- and signed to alleviate the 



             4    discrimination.  My very close friends knew, but I 



             5    didn't feel safe to come out at work until I was almost 



             6    40 years old.  I was already in a committed relationship 



             7    with a woman for five years living in College Park until 



             8    I felt safe enough to come out.  



             9             If I had seen the Pride flag flown at the 



            10    fairgrounds when I was younger, perhaps I would have 



            11    felt supported and equal in society, a part of the 



            12    community.  And perhaps I would not have contemplated 



            13    suicide.  (Audio/connectivity interruption) 



            14    discrimination and hate is still around us.  I remember 



            15    Blaze Bernstein.  Please continue to fly the flag.  



            16    Thank you for your time.  



            17             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Yvonne Sue, when 



            18    you're ready.  



            19             YVONNE SUE:  Good morning, everyone.  My name 



            20    is Yvonne.  I'm a Tustin resident, and I lived in Irvine 



            21    for the past -- for 14 years, and I go to Costa Mesa and 



            22    the fairgrounds quite often during -- before.  And 



            23    unfortunately we can't assume that all public spaces are 



            24    safe for LGBTQ people.  There's a lot of incidences of 



            25    trans people still getting physical attacks perhaps not 
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             1    in Orange County, but elsewhere.  



             2             And to me there's nothing more political than 



             3    pulling down the flag.  In fact, pulling down the flag 



             4    would be far more political than keeping it up.  The 



             5    Pride flag is apolitical.  It's a symbol of love and 



             6    acceptance, and I think it is not exclusionary to 



             7    straight marriages, it's not exclusionary to 



             8    Christianity or Catholicism.  In fact, all faiths, 



             9    genders and sexual orientations and relationships can 



            10    see themselves in the LGBTQ flag.  



            11             It's affirming, and I think that it will 



            12    strengthen what the OC fairgrounds stands for, what our 



            13    community stands for, and it would attract more visitors 



            14    because they know they are recognized and they will be 



            15    safe at the OC fairgrounds.  And I hope the Board will 



            16    consider leaving it up.  Thank you.  



            17             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  Reggie Mundekis, 



            18    when you're ready.  



            19             REGGIE MUNDEKIS:  Hi.  Good morning.  I'm 



            20    Reggie Mundekis, and thank you for this opportunity to 



            21    address you this morning.  I support continuing to fly 



            22    the rainbow flag.  I also appreciate what Director 



            23    Aitken said, you said it very well.  The rainbow flag 



            24    says just come as you are, and you will be safe and 



            25    welcome.  
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             1             So this morning let's move past homophobia and 



             2    get onto something we really need to talk about which is 



             3    how the OC fairgrounds is going to support our local 



             4    Orange County business community by allowing our local 



             5    restaurants and businesses to participate in the annual 



             6    OC Fair to make money and to participate in year-round 



             7    events.  Thank you, and I'm happy to see the rainbow 



             8    flag to keep flying.  



             9             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Reggie.  I'm going 



            10    to call the next group of speakers.  Erin McCall, 



            11    followed by Chris, Joanne Weiss, and Jim Maldonado.  



            12    Erin, when you're ready.  



            13             ERIN MCCALL:  Yes.  Hello.  Thank you so much 



            14    for allowing us this space today.  I just wanted to 



            15    speak out in support of the LGBT Pride flag.  As we've 



            16    seen from other speakers before, there is a rich history 



            17    of LGBT progress but also struggle in Orange County, and 



            18    there is a history of oppression and harassment and 



            19    hatred that is still going on to this day that has 



            20    resulted in taking the lives of our community members.  



            21             And for me the thing is that the Pride flag is 



            22    about visibility.  It's about sending a bright and 



            23    colorful signal that LGBT people are loved and respected 



            24    in this community.  So why is it that people are trying 



            25    to take down this flag?  It's about racier, and to take 
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             1    down the flag it's about racier.  It's about pulling 



             2    people out back into closets.  



             3             That's the whole point of this.  They do not 



             4    want to see LGBT people in at the Fair.  They don't want 



             5    to think about it because they hate LGBT people.  That's 



             6    why we're having this public discord.  That's why we're 



             7    having all this quote on quote division is because 



             8    there's a large group of people who hate other people 



             9    like myself and my family so much that they want them 



            10    excluded.  



            11             LGBT people come from every single walk of 



            12    life, race, color.  The Pride flag is the unity flag.  



            13    The Pride flag represents literally everyone, and it 



            14    represents us in a way that says we can be loved and 



            15    respected and safe in a place.  



            16             That is the number one priority of the OC Fair, 



            17    and I hope that you guys keep it up and make an 



            18    affirmant that you're going to keep it and use this 



            19    opportunity to highlight the history of Orange County 



            20    and LGBT rights and activism and your community to 



            21    keeping that community and other community members safe.  



            22    Thank you very much for your time.  



            23             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, Erin.  



            24    I didn't get a last name, but there's a Chris that would 



            25    like to speak.  Chris, when you're ready.  
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             1             CHRIS:  Hello, yes.  Can you hear me?  



             2             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  Go ahead, please.  



             3             CHRIS:  I would like to speak in support of the 



             4    Board of Directors actually amending their decision to 



             5    fly the multicolored flag.  I was kind of insulted by 



             6    previous speakers who said that people who are asking 



             7    for the multicolored flag to be not flown at the 



             8    fairgrounds are doing it from a place of hate.  That is 



             9    not true, not true for me, not true for many of the 



            10    other speakers that have spoken here.  I know it for a 



            11    fact.  



            12             The reason most of us -- or I'll speak for 



            13    myself.  The reason I would like the flag not to be 



            14    flown there is because it's selecting one specific group 



            15    of people.  A special group.  A group that I do support.  



            16    I know many people in the community.  But it's selecting 



            17    one special group to be representative.  



            18             And then if -- it's eliminating other special 



            19    groups.  Why can't they have a flag?  I speak to ask the 



            20    Board of Directors to change the -- their position and 



            21    to remove a special interest flag, specifically the 



            22    multicolored flag.  And thank you very much for your 



            23    time and attention.  



            24             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Chris.  Joanne 



            25    Weiss, when you're ready.  
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             1             JOANNA WEISS:  Thank you.  My name is Joanna 



             2    Weiss.  I'm president of WAVE of Women for American 



             3    Values and Ethics, a philanthropic organization 



             4    comprised of more than 2,000 Orange County men and 



             5    women.  I'm speaking on behalf of our members as well as 



             6    personally having been born and raised in Orange County.  



             7    I'm also a patron of the Orange County fairground and 



             8    was a resident of Orange -- excuse me of Costa Mesa and 



             9    lived across the street from the fairgrounds for a 



            10    number of years.  



            11             I'd first like to honor and thank the brave 



            12    speakers who preceded me in sharing their personal and 



            13    family experiences of the discrimination they faced, 



            14    particularly Susan, Jeff, and Bethany.  Your stories 



            15    illustrate the importance of this symbol of the flag as 



            16    acceptance to allow marginalized an incredibly diverse 



            17    community.  On behalf of WAVE as well as other patrons 



            18    of the fairgrounds, I urge you to reject the calls to 



            19    take down the beautiful LGBTQ Pride flag.  



            20             As Director Aitken eloquently stated, the flag 



            21    is a powerful symbol of inclusion and unity and the 



            22    continued display of the flag is a well appreciated 



            23    gesture towards our community members and a testament to 



            24    the values we share in Orange County.  The LGBTQ 



            25    community is an important part of our group in our 
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             1    community, that includes people from every political 



             2    party, religion, ethnic background, and cultural 



             3    identity.



             4             We hope that you continue to show the OC Fair's 



             5    commitment to inclusion and safety for all members of 



             6    our communities including the LGBTQ community by 



             7    continuing to fly the flag.  Thank you.  



             8             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Joanna.  Jim 



             9    Maldonado, when you're ready.  



            10             JIM MALDONADO:  Yes.  Hello.  Thank you for 



            11    letting me speak.  You know, I'm speaking as a gay 



            12    married male.  And I've lived in Orange County all my 



            13    life.  And I can just speak from personal experience 



            14    what the flag, the rainbow flag, being raised in the 



            15    Orange County fairgrounds means to me, personally.  



            16             I -- it's something that I just really 



            17    appreciate to see.  Appreciation isn't even enough of a 



            18    word, you know.  I'm 60 years old, and I've -- it was 



            19    difficult -- very, very difficult growing up gay, you 



            20    know.  There was just a lot of oppression, I -- I even 



            21    tried to commit suicide when I was an adolescent.  



            22             And I know, I would imagine the youth seeing 



            23    this flag flying who are gay or bisexual or trans would 



            24    just feel so much support and inclusion, you know, in 



            25    seeing this flag being flown, and I'm just -- I'm very 
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             1    proud that this flag is flown in Orange County at the 



             2    Orange County fairgrounds.  It -- it -- it just is very 



             3    encouraging and very supportive.  And I would like to 



             4    continue seeing it fly.  Thank you very much.  



             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, Jim.  



             6    I'm going to call the next group of speakers.  Glenda 



             7    Galvan Garcia, followed by Jerilynn, Milian Singh, and 



             8    Wendy Leece.  Glenda, when you're ready.  



             9             GLENDA GALVAN GARCIA:  Hello.  Thank you so 



            10    much for having me.  I appreciate the opportunity.  My 



            11    name is Glenda, and I'm a lifelong resident of Orange 



            12    County.  I'm a mother, and I attended OCC many years 



            13    ago.  And I'm a fervent supporter of flying the Pride 



            14    flag.  I think it's very important that OC recognizes 



            15    our community.  



            16             I'm a heterosexual woman, but I'm definitely an 



            17    ally.  And I think that Orange County needs to be on the 



            18    right side of history and choose inclusion and 



            19    community.  And I really don't understand the stance 



            20    that somehow it favors the gay community or excludes 



            21    anything else.  All it means by flying the flag is that 



            22    the LGBTQ community is included, and that we're safe in 



            23    the same way that the LGBTQ community can marry.  It 



            24    doesn't take anything away from anybody else's marriage.  



            25    It just means that you're included.  
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             1             So again, I'm very much in favor of flying the 



             2    flag, and I think to take it down at this point would 



             3    just give voice to the other side that is in favor of 



             4    exclusion and that negative mentality.  So again, I 



             5    think the flag should continue to -- the flag should 



             6    continue to fly.  Thank you so much.  



             7             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Glenda.  Jerilynn, 



             8    when you're ready.  



             9             JERILYNN:  Good morning, Board of Directors.  



            10    Thank you so much for finally adding this topic to the 



            11    agenda.  I really appreciate the opportunity to have a 



            12    conversation about it.  Well over a year ago, the Board 



            13    of Directors made a collective decision about community 



            14    input to begin flying an additional flag year round at 



            15    the fairgrounds.  



            16             This flag represents only one segment of our 



            17    multi-diverse community in Orange County, and yet it's 



            18    been given a unique place of prominence and stature at 



            19    the fairgrounds.  While it's unclear why this decision 



            20    was made, it begs the question, why weren't other flags 



            21    that represent Orange County interests or other 



            22    oppressed people groups considered as well?  



            23             After all, the OC fairgrounds' own mission 



            24    statement says celebrating Orange County's communities, 



            25    interests, agriculture, and heritage.  However, shortly 
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             1    after this flag was approved, the same Board of 



             2    Directors quickly denied a request by one of its own 



             3    members to fly a flag in recognition of Black History 



             4    Month.  Why?  



             5             Why was the opportunity to recognize other 



             6    cultures or others who have faced oppression denied?  I 



             7    hear how much the rainbow flag is appreciated.  Why 



             8    can't others enjoy this same kind of support and 



             9    appreciation?  It doesn't take away from their flag.  



            10             From the beginning, this conversation's never 



            11    been about the merits of one flag over another.  I 



            12    repeat, this is not about the merits of any one 



            13    particular flag.  It's rather about the preference 



            14    that's been given to one flag over others.  This really 



            15    is the point of the conversation.  



            16             Shouldn't the Fair be fair in recognizing all 



            17    communities and interests that make up the OC?  



            18    Shouldn't other people have the opportunity to be 



            19    celebrated and recognized as well?  And if the answer is 



            20    no to that question, then the Board must clarify how 



            21    paying tribute to only one specific group while 



            22    disregarding all the others is fair or equitable.  



            23             If the goal is really about making all feel 



            24    welcome at the fairgrounds then I think the Board has 



            25    missed the mark by giving exclusivity and preference to 
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             1    just one flag.  Moving forward on this issue, I would 



             2    kindly submit that the best policy for all is one that 



             3    will be exclusive of all.  This can be accomplished by 



             4    flying different flags with different interests, 



             5    heritages, or cultures or by just flying flags that 



             6    already represent all of us, which would be the 



             7    California flag, the United States flag, and the OC 



             8    fairgrounds flag.  



             9             To do otherwise would simply show disregard to 



            10    the many other people that live in our wonderfully 



            11    diverse county and have already voiced their desire to 



            12    see more impulsivity at the fairgrounds.  Thank you very 



            13    much for your consideration to opening up opportunities 



            14    for other interests and cultures in developing new 



            15    policies regarding the flags flying over the 



            16    fairgrounds.



            17             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Jeri.  Miliana 



            18    Singh, when you're ready.  



            19             MILIANA SING:  Thank you so much for having me, 



            20    and I wanted to reiterate some of the words after 



            21    Aitken.  I'm Miliana Sing, my pronouns are she/her/hers.  



            22    And I am with the LGBTQ center of Orange County.  I also 



            23    sit on the Board for OC Pride where we did have Out at 



            24    the Fair in 2019.  



            25             I am not a Orange County native, but I am a 
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             1    transplant from Orange County, Florida, where I was in 



             2    Orlando in 2016 when the Pulse shooting happen, and that 



             3    was a very stark reality for me.  Flying the Pride flag 



             4    is a symbol of inclusion, and it pays homage to the 



             5    black and brown trans women who fought really hard for 



             6    us to be in this space today in a time when even though 



             7    we have marriage equality, we have the Equality Fair 



             8    Act, and inclusive housing, our inclusive health care in 



             9    the State of California -- we still have the highest 



            10    homicide rates for trans folks, especially trans women 



            11    of color, predominantly black trans women.  



            12             And this Pride flag shows that after every 



            13    fight, after every storm, after every rain, there is a 



            14    beautiful rainbow, there is a prism.  And as so many 



            15    other folks have eloquently stated, LGBTQ folks are 



            16    present in every walk of life, and so to take the Pride 



            17    flag down would be a disservice to all of the work that 



            18    this community has done thus far and the relationships 



            19    that we have had with the OC fairgrounds.  Thank you.  



            20             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Miliana.  Wendy 



            21    Leece, when you're ready.  



            22             WENDY LEECE:  Yes.  Good morning.  I'd like to 



            23    thank members Ruiz and Kovacevich and the Board for 



            24    giving us this time to reason together.  Hello, Reggie.  



            25    Hello, Susan.  And I was listening very carefully to 
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             1    Jeff Letourneau's comments.  And I'm personally sorry 



             2    for what happened years ago, and things have changed.  



             3             That was then, and this is now.  As Carla was 



             4    talking about, maybe we -- our hearts have changed, and 



             5    the people that were the spokespeople then -- you felt 



             6    discriminated, you felt hate.  But I think we've come a 



             7    long way, especially in Orange County and Costa Mesa.  I 



             8    have family members who are members of your community, 



             9    but the issue is to reason together and to continue this 



            10    dialogue so that, like, what Erin was saying -- I do not 



            11    hate you, Erin.  I worked with you on Catrina's 



            12    campaign.



            13             And to disenfranchise us because we have a 



            14    difference of opinion, we've got to come together.  I do 



            15    not think that a flag can make anybody safe at the 



            16    Orange County fairgrounds because people are people.  We 



            17    have to do more to recognize those who are oppressed.  



            18             I think right now with anti-Semitism, we should 



            19    fly the Jewish flag.  We should fly the African American 



            20    flag.  I guess we could fly the Cisgender flag.  The -- 



            21    any flag of anybody who's been oppressed.  I've been 



            22    oppressed as a woman, a single woman.  So I think 



            23    Carla's idea of having a special place for those people 



            24    who have been oppressed to recognize all minorities, I 



            25    think that's a solution.  
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             1             And I would ask you to search your own hearts 



             2    and amend this resolution and start over.  You set a 



             3    precedent here for one flag and we are one nation under 



             4    the American flag, under the California flag, and under 



             5    the fairgrounds flag.  And I think we need to start over 



             6    and continue to work together with the goal being that 



             7    we respect, we love, we listen.  



             8             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Great.  Thank you, Wendy 



             9    that's -- The next group of speakers are Julia Demlow, 



            10    followed by Stephanie Camacho-Van Dyke, Theresa Nguyen, 



            11    and Piper Benlon -- or Piper Benom.  Julia, when you're 



            12    ready.



            13             JULIA DEMLOW:  Thank you, Summer.  My name is 



            14    Julia Demlow, and I am commenting today in support of 



            15    the Pride flag.  I echo Director Ashleigh Aitken's 



            16    comments on this flag being a vision of unity.  And that 



            17    is really what it is, a unity flag.  Orange County has 



            18    traditionally and has a history of being known as a 



            19    county that is not inclusive.  That is our history.  



            20             And to our previous speaker's point that that 



            21    was then and this is now, just think about Blaze 



            22    Bernstein.  That is now.  That is happening now.  And I 



            23    am not a part of the LGBT community, however, I 



            24    definitely support them.  And when I look at the Pride 



            25    flag, I look at as a unifying source that all people 
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             1    from all political ideologies, and all types of people 



             2    that this flag unifies them and it is a symbol of 



             3    inclusion and safety for all.  So as I said, I support 



             4    the continuation of flying the flag.  Thank you.  



             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you.  



             6    Stephanie Camacho-Van Dyke, when you're ready.  



             7             STEPHANIE CAMACHO-VAN DYKE:  Good morning, 



             8    members of the Board.  Thank you for holding this space.  



             9    My name is Stephanie Camacho-Van Dyke.  My pronouns are 



            10    she/her.  And I'm the director of advocacy in education 



            11    at the LGBTQ Center OC.  Today I'm speaking in support 



            12    of the Pride flag at the Orange County fairgrounds.  



            13             As of this morning, our organization has 



            14    collected 300 signatures from community members who are 



            15    in support of keeping the Pride flag at the fairgrounds.  



            16    It's important that the fairgrounds acknowledge and 



            17    create a welcoming space for all its community members 



            18    including those community members who are lesbian, gay, 



            19    bisexual, trans gender, queer, as well.  



            20             I also want to call attention to our young 



            21    people too.  Even prior to the pandemic, LGBTQ have been 



            22    at an increased risk for depression, anxiety, and 



            23    substance use.  And these risks are even more pronounced 



            24    among youth who are trans gender and non-binary.  And so 



            25    it is crucial that the fairgrounds continues to visibly 
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             1    show its support in an effort for LGBTQ to know that 



             2    they are not alone and that they too have a place at the 



             3    OC Fairgrounds where they can belong and fully 



             4    participate.  Thank you.  



             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, 



             6    Stephanie.  Theresa Nguyen, when you're ready.  



             7             THERESA NGUYEN:  Hi, everybody.  My name is 



             8    Theresa Nguyen.  I'm a resident of Orange County.  Thank 



             9    you Board member Aitken for communicating support -- 



            10             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Teresa, I think you 



            11    accidentally muted yourself.  



            12             THERESA NGUYEN:  Really?  



            13             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yup.  There you go.  



            14             THERESA NGUYEN:  Hello.  Can you hear me?  I'm 



            15    sorry.  Should I start over?  I'm so sorry.  I'll be 



            16    brief.  



            17             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Go ahead.  



            18             THERESA NGUYEN:  My name is Theresa Nguyen.  



            19    I'm a resident of Orange County, and I just want to 



            20    thank Board member Aitken for communicating support for 



            21    creating an inclusive and safe space for Orange County 



            22    residents.  When you spoke, my heart, body, and mind 



            23    felt relief that runs up against the pain I see among my 



            24    fellow LGBTQ members who spoke before me.  



            25             I grew up in Orange County, and I dragged my 
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             1    husband here from the South.  And after four years of 



             2    living here my husband repeatedly asked me:  Where have 



             3    you brought me?  And this place in many ways seems more 



             4    hateful than North Carolina, where he comes from.  This 



             5    repeated comment stings as I think about the kind of 



             6    home and community I want to create for my children to 



             7    grow up in.  



             8             I have family members in Orange who identify as 



             9    LGBTQ.  I want our headship to stand with love and 



            10    inclusion, and I ask the Board to vote to keep its 



            11    ongoing support for LGBTQ individuals in Orange County 



            12    and any amendment that should be considered is to 



            13    identify how to continue to evaluate and elevate 



            14    inclusion and diverse voices in our county.  Fly that 



            15    flag and consider flying all manner of flags that 



            16    demonstrate the beautiful diversity of our community.  



            17    Thank you so much.  



            18             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, 



            19    Theresa.  We have Piper Benom Sherwood next please.  



            20    When you're ready.  



            21             PIPER BENOM SHERWOOD:  Hi.  Good morning, 



            22    everyone.  Just briefly, the Pride flag is a public 



            23    statement that hate is not welcome in Orange County, and 



            24    we should stand firm on that.  It seems so simple to me.  



            25    Depression and teen suicide rates are higher than ever 
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             1    and mental health stressors are just being exacerbated 



             2    by the pandemic.  



             3             The flag represents acceptance, and if that 



             4    helps even one person in our community, why would we 



             5    take it down?  It's not a political statement.  We're in 



             6    a massive public health crisis and our community should 



             7    be focused on doing everything we can to unite us and 



             8    lift each other up.  The flag does not exclude anyone.  



             9    It actually does the opposite as a symbol of inclusion 



            10    which could not be more American.  I'm an advocate, and 



            11    I just wanted to say I'm in support of keeping the flag 



            12    at the fairground.  Thank you so much.  



            13             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, Piper.  



            14    I'm going to call the next group of speakers.  Kellie 



            15    Anne, followed by Cindy Massaro, Toija Fitzgerald, 



            16    Jeanine Robbins.  Cindy, when you're ready.  



            17             CINDY MASSARO:  Cindy first did you say?  



            18             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, please, Cindy.  Go 



            19    ahead.



            20             CINDY MASSARO:  I am so sorry.  I thought there 



            21    was one person ahead of me.  



            22             (Simultaneous Speaking.)



            23             CINDY MASSARO:  Oh, I'm sorry.  Did you want me 



            24    to go or the other person?  



            25             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Go ahead, Cindy.  
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             1             CINDY MASSARO:  Oh, okay.  I'm going to start 



             2    now.  Thank you very much for bringing this flag issue 



             3    to the agenda.  Thank you for hearing us and taking the 



             4    time to resolve this issue.  As we have been bringing 



             5    this issue before you over the last eight months, the 



             6    LGBT plus people aligning themselves with the Pride flag 



             7    have been saying that the Pride flag unites us and it 



             8    represents all of us and is a symbol of love and 



             9    acceptance.  



            10             Here are a few excerpts from emails sent to you 



            11    from those who align themselves with the Pride flag:  My 



            12    name is Joe Nance.  I heard that hate groups are 



            13    pressuring the OC Fairground to take down the Pride 



            14    flag.  Do not allow racist, homophobic bullies to 



            15    intimidate you, Stephanie Sandoz.  Anyone offended by 



            16    the flag is an extreme homophobe, Karen Hight.  



            17             There are many more but time does not permit me 



            18    to read them all to you.  These clearly are not words of 



            19    live and let live, unity, all are welcome and included, 



            20    and everyone is treated equally.  These words and 



            21    comments are directed at me and others who have come to 



            22    you for the last eight months doing our best to speak 



            23    with respect, kindness, and consideration for all.  



            24             As far as my memory serves, we have never 



            25    degraded the Pride flag or the people that associate 









                                                                         52



�





                                                                           





             1    themselves with it.  We are a genuine group of private 



             2    people who love our city and county and fairgrounds.  As 



             3    I have been here simply asking for fair and equitable 



             4    representation, I have been met with those aligning 



             5    themselves with the Pride flag, with name calling, 



             6    belittling, ostracizing, and hate speech.  



             7             Here now at the fairgrounds I am experiencing 



             8    the rainbow Pride flag as a symbol of disunity, hatred, 



             9    hate speech, and bullying.  Furthermore a year ago your 



            10    own Fair Board director put forth the resolution to fly 



            11    the flag representing Black History for only one month 



            12    and was denied, but you allowed full access to the Pride 



            13    flag to be flown not just for Pride Month, but year 



            14    round.  



            15             Certainly Director Bagneris and all Black 



            16    people wanting to be represented are not being treated 



            17    equally and fairly.  Are Black people not entitled to be 



            18    represented at the OC Fairgrounds?  How about the 



            19    community members that have repeatedly requested their  



            20    flags representing their interests?  Are they not 



            21    entitled to be represented at the OC fairgrounds?  If 



            22    this continues, you're elevating one group over another, 



            23    one group who seeks to put others down.  



            24             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Cindy.  That's 



            25    time.
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             1             CINDY MASSARO:  I'm sorry.  That was just 2:25.  



             2    Just let me please finish.  



             3             (Simultaneous Speaking.)



             4             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Go on to the next 



             5    commenter, please, Summer.  As a reminder, public 



             6    comment is limited to two minutes.  Please be respectful 



             7    of this time.  Thank you for your comments.  



             8             SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Kellie Anne is next.  



             9    Kellie, when you're ready.  I'll circle back.  



            10             KELLIE ANNE AVAKIAN:  Hi.



            11             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Go ahead, Kellie.  



            12             KELLIE ANNE AVAKIAN:  Hi.  I'm thankful for 



            13    everyone's statements on here.  Something I want to 



            14    remind everybody.  I don't feel like the non-LGBT 



            15    community and cisgender people are thinking that LGBT 



            16    community (audio/connectivity interruption) there's hate 



            17    between anyone and so for LGBT to be calling cisgender 



            18    people that they're hateful towards us -- that's I think 



            19    that that's like name calling and being mean.  



            20             The Pride flag or LGBT flag -- and it's a 



            21    symbol of lesbian, gay, bisexual -- also the LGBTQ 



            22    social movements.  The OC Fair mission statement on your 



            23    website is that the OC Fair is (audio/connectivity 



            24    interruption) communities, interests -- plural, 



            25    agriculture, and heritage.  I don't see how the rainbow 
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             1    flag is that, although it is that but why are other 



             2    flags not that?  



             3             The one African American on the Board that 



             4    asked you to fly the (audio/connectivity interruption) 



             5    when you voted on the flags to fly, you all voted -- 



             6    history flag -- to me that says you're racist.  So now 



             7    when I'm looking at the LGBT flag, I'm like, oh, well, 



             8    it's only for LGBTQ, but it's not for -- so how could 



             9    you vote no?  Flying the opposite of that and is proving 



            10    racist.  So you can say that it encompasses the blacks 



            11    and brown community for LGBT, but the person on your own 



            12    board, you voted against her.  



            13             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, Kellie 



            14    That is time.  



            15             KELLIE ANNE AVAKIAN:  She wanted to put up a 



            16    flag for Black History Month.  You voted against her.  



            17             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, 



            18    Kellie.  That is time.  The next speaker we have is 



            19    Toija Fitzgerald.  Toija, when you're ready.  



            20             KELLIE ANNE AVAKIAN:  -- kind of makes you guys 



            21    look like you're racist.  (indiscernible) this is not -- 



            22    can't be inclusive of other heritage -- 



            23             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, is that the 



            24    last speaker who was just -- 



            25             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, it was.  Toija 
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             1    Fitzgerald is up next.  



             2             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  



             3             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Toija, are you there?  I can 



             4    circle back.  Jeanine Robbins, when you're ready.  



             5             JEANINE ROBBINS:  Good morning.  The Pride 



             6    flag, who could have imagined that this would have 



             7    become such a hot-button issue drawing so much anger?  I 



             8    think the fact that it has become such an issue is 



             9    reason alone to keep the flag flying high.  What these 



            10    opponents of the flag need to realize is that the LGBTQ 



            11    community is not a special interest or a special group, 



            12    as other commenters have stated.  



            13             It is not comparable to Little League, skate 



            14    boarding, scouting, or any other examples brought up by 



            15    previous speakers who oppose the flag.  The fact that 



            16    they do compare the LGBTQ community to such activities 



            17    is very offensive to myself and others.  The Pride flag 



            18    is a symbol of a social justice issue, an issue that 



            19    affects all of us.  This flag represents a stand against 



            20    social inequality and oppression.  



            21             It is imperative in this day in age that we 



            22    take a stand for acceptance.  Having spent thousands of 



            23    hours working on the fairgrounds property, we have 



            24    observed as well as interceded in numerous anti-gay 



            25    harassment issues.  As founding members of the People's 
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             1    Homeless Task Force OC, through our homeless outreach, 



             2    we have found that over 40 percent of homeless youth 



             3    are members of the LGBTQ community and are homeless 



             4    because they belong to the LGBT community.  



             5             Please do not allow yourselves to be bullied to 



             6    remove this flag.  The flag needs to stay as a sign of 



             7    acceptance.  Thank you.  



             8             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Jeanine.  I'll 



             9    call the next group of speakers.  We have Mike Robbins, 



            10    followed by Bryan Terry.  Todd Martin, and Todd Avakian.  



            11    Mike Robbins, when you're ready.  



            12             MIKE ROBBINS:  Hi.  I'm Mike Robbins.  Some of 



            13    you actually might know me.  This is a very touchy 



            14    issue, and I do believe that we should continue to fly 



            15    the flag.  Let me read this statement:  Prominent 



            16    Evangelist, Franklin Graham, thanked President Donald 



            17    Trump and the US State Department for helping deny 



            18    embassy's request to fly the rainbow flag during Pride 



            19    Month.  



            20             Son of late US Evangelist, Billy Graham, and 



            21    current president of the Samaritan's Purse took to 



            22    Facebook Saturday to applaud Trump and US Secretary of 



            23    State, Mike Pompeo, for making the decision not to fly 



            24    the gay flag over our embassies in June.  Thousands of 



            25    his more than seven million followers appeared to 
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             1    support Graham's claim that rainbow adorned Gay Pride 



             2    flags are offensive to Christians and much of the 



             3    country.  



             4             State department sources last week reportedly 



             5    confirmed the agency had denied multiple diplomatic 



             6    requests to fly the rainbow Pride flag on official 



             7    embassy flag poles.  "I want to thank President Donald 



             8    Trump," said Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, "for making 



             9    the decision not to fly the gay flag over our embassies 



            10    during June in recognition of Gay Pride Month.  This gay 



            11    Pride flag is offensive to Christians and millions of 



            12    people of other faiths, not only in this country but 



            13    around the world.  



            14             So do we put up with this anymore?  Is that 



            15    over with?  Is that gone?  Are we supporting this issue, 



            16    or are we not?  Are we still on the Trump agenda and the 



            17    religious right?  Or are we for freedom in America?  And 



            18    that's the way it is, and this is what we should do -- 



            19    fly the flag.  



            20             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, Mike.  



            21    Bryan Terry, when you're ready.  



            22             BRYAN TERRY:  Hello.  Can you hear me all 



            23    right?



            24             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, go ahead.  



            25             BRYAN TERRY:  Fabulous.  Hi.  My name is Bryan 
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             1    Terry, he/him/his.  I'm the director of marketing for OC 



             2    Pride.  I wanted to thank the OC fairgrounds for letting 



             3    us gather today to voice our strong support for the 



             4    Pride flag.  Everyone here today has done such a great 



             5    job explaining why the flag should continue to fly 



             6    already.  So I'll just use my time to tell a short story 



             7    about something that happened to me in 2019.  



             8             During the 2019 OC Pride festival, I was 



             9    running around like a crazy person, and anyone who's put 



            10    together a big event before knows exactly what a crazy 



            11    person looks like running around trying to put out 



            12    fires.  During a particularly chaotic moment of that 



            13    day, I was stopped by a mother and her son who was maybe 



            14    like 11 or 12.  



            15             The mom who was wearing like a ton of rainbow 



            16    pins on her vest asked if her son could tell me 



            17    something, so I said sure.  And I remembered my 



            18    Disneyland training, and I got down on one knee so I 



            19    can, you know, talk to the young man on his level.  He 



            20    told me he really wanted to thank me for having pride 



            21    because for the first time he felt safe like he was at 



            22    home.  



            23             And he never feels that when he's at school, 



            24    and he's just so happy.  And he teared up a little, I 



            25    teared up a little bit.  It was a whole moment.  Because 
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             1    I saw a lot of myself in that little boy.  Maybe if I 



             2    had seen the Pride flag growing up maybe I wouldn't have 



             3    put up a lot of the walls that I did that I had to spend 



             4    a lot of therapy sessions, you know, tearing down and 



             5    just trying to become the best version of myself.  



             6             So just in closing, I just -- I implore that 



             7    the OC fairgrounds continue to fly the flag.  The 



             8    biggest reason for me is that our children are watching.  



             9    And you never know what they're going to take away from 



            10    the actions that we do and I feel that taking down the 



            11    flag sends a very poor message.



            12             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay, Bryan.  That's time.  



            13             BRYAN TERRY:  Thank you so much.  



            14             SECRETARY ANGUS:  We have Todd Martin next 



            15    please.  Todd, when you're ready.  



            16             TODD MARTIN:  Okay.  Can you guys hear me all 



            17    right?  



            18             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.  



            19             TODD MARTIN:  Okay.  Thank you all for taking 



            20    the time to, you know, sit here and listen to us because 



            21    there obviously are many.  For me there's a few issues.  



            22    First of all, we've been labled as haters if we disagree 



            23    with the Pride flag.  And I think that's totally unfair.  



            24             If you knew me and many people on this call do, 



            25    you know that I don't have hate for people.  It's quite 
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             1    the opposite.  And to be labeled that way is just 



             2    divisive and it feels terrible.  I really don't like it 



             3    when people label me that way, as a hater, when they 



             4    don't know me, and it's actually the exact opposite.  So 



             5    this flag is creating division.  It does not include 



             6    everybody.  



             7             I mean, if it did then even one person on this 



             8    call would be enough to prove that's not the case.  And 



             9    I can tell you, I represent a lot of people on the same 



            10    boat that are not happy with this, and I don't have 



            11    anything against gay people.  I've got friends who are 



            12    gay.  I've got neighbors who I get along with really 



            13    great who are gay, but it does not represent all of us.  



            14             And, you know, I do international Christian 



            15    mission work where we do, you know, help people in 



            16    Zimbabwe getting food to them and the persecution that 



            17    they endure is so much greater than what we've been 



            18    talking about here.  And I have a huge heart for them.  



            19    I understand the gay people and their Pride flag and how 



            20    it makes them feel better.  I would like equal 



            21    representation.



            22             I would like to be able to fly a flag to 



            23    represent my friends who are being killed, murdered, 



            24    imprisoned for their faith and things like that.  And it 



            25    just doesn't come across for me as being fair at all.  I 
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             1    feel totally excluded.  I would love to be able to put a 



             2    flag up there that represents many, many people that I 



             3    know, and I'm not talking about in Zimbabwe, but people 



             4    who share the same feelings I do in regards to people 



             5    here in Orange County.  And I just think it's kind of an 



             6    oxymoron that the fairgrounds Fair is being unfair.  



             7    Please give us equal representation in this matter.  



             8    Thank you very much.  



             9             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Todd.  Todd 



            10    Avakian, when you're ready.  



            11             TODD AVAKIAN:  Thank you so much for bringing 



            12    this issue before the Board today and allowing us who 



            13    live in the community, you know, the opportunity to 



            14    share our views.  I just wanted to keep this short.  



            15    I've got many, many friends who are gay that I love and 



            16    care for deeply that are involved with my family, our 



            17    community, and I just, you know, listening to these 



            18    calls, there's so much incredible emotion, name calling, 



            19    on both sides, anger.  



            20             I'm astounded by the judgment of one side.  



            21    Again, it's happening on both sides, but I'm astounded 



            22    that one can say it's helpful but in the next word just  



            23    slew so much judgement and anger and divisiveness and 



            24    hatred towards anyone who disagrees with it.  This 



            25    intense emotion and name calling, in my opinion, is the 
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             1    clearest example of why we should only fly the US flag, 



             2    the California flag, and the OC Fair flag.  Thank you so 



             3    much.



             4             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Todd.  I'm going 



             5    to call the next group of speakers.  Dr. Gabby, Fay 



             6    Nguyen, Gabriella G., when you're ready.  Oh, I'm sorry.  



             7    Dr. Gabby, when you're ready.  



             8             DR. GABBY CASTANEDA:  Hi, everyone.  Thank you 



             9    for allowing me this opportunity to speak.  I am in full 



            10    support with all my being of continuing to fly the flag.  



            11    It is such an important symbol of unity and love.  And I 



            12    truly feel bad for those that disagreed, although I 



            13    respect your opinions, but certainly it is a way for all 



            14    of us to come together and acknowledge our community 



            15    members.  



            16             This is a place where everyone is welcome.  As 



            17    a mother of two young boys, we often go to the OC 



            18    grounds for different events and whatnot and seeing 



            19    those flags there and showing them and trying to be the 



            20    best parent that I can for them to be inclusive.  It is 



            21    incredibly important to me and for my opportunity.  



            22             I have an array of friends of all walks of life 



            23    that identified and are part of the LGBTQ community that 



            24    I love dearly, and it breaks my heart to see how much 



            25    they have to endure and they continue to endure and 
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             1    having this even be an issue of not having that flag up 



             2    there as a signal of being inclusive.  



             3             It's incredibly disheartening that this is an 



             4    issue in 2021.  I think we have seen enough, many have 



             5    lived through enough to be able to get past that and 



             6    show our love and support for others that are, you know, 



             7    that don't necessarily, you know, identify like we do.  



             8    But, you know, as a person of faith, as Ms. Aitken 



             9    stated earlier, I couldn't have said it any better.  



            10             I think this is an important time in my 



            11    practice as a Catholic to really continue to reflect and 



            12    continue to put love out there and support those that 



            13    need it the most.  And in my view, in my personal 



            14    opinion, our LGBTQ are incredible human beings that 



            15    deserve the same respect that anyone else is getting in 



            16    being included.  And I thank you.  I don't need the two 



            17    minutes to continue to say that I firmly recommend and I 



            18    hope that you do continue to fly that Pride flag.  



            19             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you, 



            20    Dr. Gabby.  That's time.  Fay, if you want to try giving 



            21    comment, you can.  She was having some difficulties 



            22    earlier.  If you want to try, go ahead.  If not, we'll 



            23    move on to the next speaker.  Okay.  After that we have 



            24    Gabriella G, when you're ready.  



            25             GABRIELLE G:  Is that me?  I'm Gabrielle G.  
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             1             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, that's you.  



             2             GABRIELLE G:  All right.  Just want to make 



             3    sure.  First of all, my fiance and I are transplants to 



             4    Orange County.  And we have received vandalism hate.  We 



             5    are thinking about moving from Orange County.  Orange 



             6    County has ranked lower as far as inclusivity, as far as 



             7    the Human Rights Campaign, on a scale of 1 to 100 Orange 



             8    County, a whole ranks about 53.  



             9             So it is a huge problem.  Inclusivity is not a 



            10    pie.  If you get representation to one group, that does 



            11    not deminish the representation of other groups.  The 



            12    Pride flag does represent inclusivity, diversity, 



            13    inclusivity, life, healing, sunlight, nature, harmony, 



            14    spirit.  Those are what the colors represent.  For 



            15    people saying -- I love how people are saying I don't 



            16    hate.  I don't hate.  I don't hate.  It creates hate 



            17    when you don't want to fly the flag.  



            18             As far as it -- all these other groups being 



            19    represented, I also agree with what some of other people 



            20    said.  Being gay is not Little League sports.  It is not 



            21    something that I choose to do.  It is who I am.  Orange 



            22    County has become very, very divisive in its rhetoric.  



            23    Up until very recently, the Pride flag was not allowed 



            24    to fly in the US embassies because of what the 



            25    ex-president did and his policies.  
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             1             So to stand with that and to continue that 



             2    rhetoric of not allowing Pride flags to fly.  And for 



             3    the people who said that it didn't represent Jewish 



             4    heritage or Black heritage, there are Pride flags -- the 



             5    rainbow flag has a Jewish autonomous and it is also NHS 



             6    friendly, which is for mental health, and it also does 



             7    have a South American flag as well.  



             8             So there are ways to have different groups that 



             9    are marginalized, different groups that are 



            10    discriminated against represented within that Pride 



            11    flag.  And one more thing, I am a proud, proud 



            12    Christian.  I've had a hard time rectifying my faith 



            13    with who I am because for a long time people in church 



            14    told me that God hated who I was.  Nowhere on the Bible 



            15    does it say that homosexuality is a sin.  And we are a 



            16    country of division of church and state.  So we need to 



            17    honor that as well.  I very much hope that -- 



            18             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  It's time.  



            19             GABRIELLE G:  Thank you.  



            20             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  We have Shannon Wooten 



            21    followed by Kane.  Shannon, when you're ready.  Shannon, 



            22    are you there?  Okay.  Moving on.  We'll circle back.  



            23    Kane, when you're ready.  



            24             KANE:  Thank you for having me.  Thank you for 



            25    everyone taking the time to hear us all out.  I am a 
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             1    resident of Orange County for probably two-thirds of my 



             2    life already.  I also serve on the Board of Directors 



             3    for OC Pride.  I am a straight male with wife and kids 



             4    and everything, but I feel it's very, very important to 



             5    support this organization, this community.  



             6             With that being said, it sounds like a lot of 



             7    this issue -- it sounds more that people want to include 



             8    other communities -- other, you know, just more 



             9    inclusion then the argument should be that we need to 



            10    push for those representations to happen not to take 



            11    down another flag.  Someone suggested being able to fly 



            12    all theses different flags.  Then great, let's work 



            13    towards it.  But let's not try to tear down this 



            14    community who suffered so much that I supported for so 



            15    long with my life, you know.  



            16             This flag represents so much and as Gabrielle G 



            17    said earlier, this flag if people did their research and 



            18    educated themselves, represents so much more beyond just 



            19    the LGBT community.  It is about inclusion and it should 



            20    be able to touch every single person that's ever walked 



            21    this earth.  The colors in that flag represent so many 



            22    different things.  So the argument shouldn't be to 



            23    remove this flag, it should be to add the other flags 



            24    then if it means so much more to you.  



            25             That's where the issue should lie not taking 
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             1    down this flag.  And it's a huge deal.  Too many people 



             2    as it's been said already have been pursecuted and 



             3    killed because of this representation.  So to really -- 



             4    slap in their face.  So I just -- I can't understand.  



             5    If you have to say that you don't hate to prove that you 



             6    don't hate, I don't know.  



             7             I'm sorry.  I don't mean to be disrespectful 



             8    but this is a moment.  We're 2021, I just don't 



             9    understand.  We should be moving forward.  Move forward.  



            10    Include everyone in it if that's the case.  Fight for 



            11    that cause.  You know, we should not have stopped at the 



            12    Black History Month flag being denied to be flown during 



            13    Black History Month.  We should have kept pursuing that 



            14    then if that's the case, you know, but I'm all about 



            15    this.  I'm for keeping this flag up.  You know, it 



            16    just -- it's saddening and disheartening as many have 



            17    said -- 



            18             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Thank you, Kane.  That 



            19    is time.



            20             KANE:  Thank you.  



            21             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'm going to do one last call 



            22    for Shannon Wooten or Toija Fitzgerald, if either are on 



            23    for public comment.  Okay.  Hearing none, Chair 



            24    Rubalcava-Garcia, I'll turn it back to you.



            25             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Summer.  
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             1    And thank you to all of the speakers who came today and 



             2    expressed your support or opposition to this flag and 



             3    just to contribute to the discussion.  I greatly 



             4    appreciate it on behalf of the Board.  I actually have a 



             5    comment to make before I turn it over to the Board for 



             6    discussion and a vote on whether or not to continue 



             7    flying the flag.  



             8             In 2019 shortly after the flag was raised, we 



             9    had members of the community who were not happy and some 



            10    might even describe as slightly horrified by the 



            11    decision the Board made.  I recall sitting next to 



            12    Director Meyer.  Director Meyer, for those of you who 



            13    don't know is the Board member who introduced the Pride 



            14    flag in resolution that ensured all people, regardless 



            15    of race, creed, sexual orientation, or gender felt 



            16    represented and welcomed at the Fair.  



            17             During public comment at one of our Board 



            18    meetings, several people spoke against the flag.  Their 



            19    words were negative, cutting, and hurtful.  And I recall 



            20    looking over at Director Meyer, and he said, "Even 



            21    though I hear this all the time, it never gets easier."  



            22    In my eyes that's not okay.  All of the comments related 



            23    to the removal of the flag have helped reaffirm for me, 



            24    at least, that the flag should continue flying year 



            25    round.  
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             1             I originally voted to fly the Pride flag, and I 



             2    intend today to vote to continue flying the unifying 



             3    symbol of inclusion.  What I have learned during this 



             4    process is we still have a lot of work to do in Orange 



             5    County.  And I am born and raised -- I've been here 42 



             6    years, so I've been here a long time.  



             7             And I know today, even though we've made 



             8    progress, there's still a lot of work that needs to be 



             9    done.  To compare the Pride flag to organizations such 



            10    as Little League, Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts is not a 



            11    comparison that resonates for me, as a member of this 



            12    Board.  I'm sure Girl Scouts or any of the other groups 



            13    that I've mentioned have never felt unwelcomed because 



            14    of their affiliation with the organization they 



            15    represent.  



            16             Furthermore, many of the comments I have 



            17    received via email or even today at this meeting have 



            18    compared this flag to the Board's decision not to fly a 



            19    flag during Black History Month.  For me these issues 



            20    are different.  The Pride or rainbow flag is a 



            21    nationally accepted symbol of inclusion and represents 



            22    all diverse groups of every culture.  All lives united, 



            23    in my opinion, with the Pride flag.  



            24             The Board decided not to fly that flag because 



            25    for us it was about representing all cultures.  There's 
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             1    not one flag that represents the Asian population.  



             2    There's not one flag that represents the Hispanic 



             3    population, and I am of Mexican decent so I understand 



             4    the issue is, you know, important as well.  So at this 



             5    time I'd like to open it up to the Board for discussion, 



             6    but I just -- that is sort of my position on what we do 



             7    with the flag moving forward.  



             8             Are there any other members of the Board who 



             9    would like to comment?  



            10             DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes, Director 



            11    Rubalcava-Garcia.  This is Director Bagneris.  And as I 



            12    did, originally, my reasons for not wanting the flag to 



            13    be flown year round was I saw Pandoras's box going to be 



            14    opened.  And when other people came and said they wanted 



            15    a flag, that we would not fly those flags, and which is 



            16    what we did last year turning down my resolution and 



            17    request to fly the flag only during Black History Month.  



            18             At my job we fly the Pride flag in June.  I 



            19    have no problem with that, in fact, I would like to see 



            20    that.  But year round was the challenge that I had 



            21    because when you elevate one, you marginalize the 



            22    others.  And for the Board to outright turn down the 



            23    opportunity to fly another flag when we had already 



            24    approved flying the Pride flag was very hurtful to my 



            25    community and to me.  And I would rather see us go back 
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             1    to how we were, and let's decide how we're going to 



             2    represent all communities.  



             3             Prior to this -- we caused this ourselves 



             4    because prior to this, we did not have survey results 



             5    that were saying, "I'm a gay person and I don't feel 



             6    welcomed at the Orange County Fair."  We weren't getting 



             7    those types of comments.  But now look what this has 



             8    caused today to have all of this public discourse around 



             9    a flag, and we caused that problem ourselves.  We 



            10    brought it on ourselves.  



            11             So I will be voting today to amend what we did 



            12    a year ago, two years ago now, and to allow the rainbow 



            13    flag to be flown in the month of June.  And if any other 



            14    organization has a flag that has a specific month that's 



            15    called out, California does call out other groups then 



            16    we can fly those flags.  But really this flag has become 



            17    a very divisive issue when it did not need to be.  So I 



            18    will not be -- I will be in support of amending what 



            19    we've already done so that we can correct this issue.  



            20    Thank you.



            21             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Hello.  This is Sandra 



            22    Cervantes, and I have a quick comment.  



            23             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Sandra.  



            24    DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.  I initially voted 



            25    for the Pride flag, and I will continue to vote.  And I 
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             1    strongly support all of the comments that Director 



             2    Aitken made and also that our Chair Rubalcava-Garcia 



             3    made.  I think it is important, and I think it would be 



             4    detremental to go backwards and remove something that is 



             5    so important and so strong and unites everybody.  Thank 



             6    you.  



             7             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Any other comments 



             8    from the Board?  



             9             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.  This is Director La 



            10    Belle.  Couple comments.  Let me speak to Director 



            11    Bagneris's comments.  If I recall correctly earlier 



            12    discussions on this matter, I think Director Bagneris 



            13    mentioned that we do have a flag that's representative 



            14    of all of us in the United States.  It's call the United 



            15    States flag.  You have the 13 stripes that represent the 



            16    original colonies, and you have the 50 stars that 



            17    represent the individual states within the United 



            18    States.  



            19             I think we can all agree that we are a very 



            20    diverse country.  Montana is a little bit different than 



            21    Rhode Island, and Alaska is a little bit different than 



            22    Hawaii, but, you know, we're all part of the one United 



            23    States.  And I think that's important to articulate.  



            24    Obviously, I'm in support of flying the US flag, the 



            25    state flag, the Fair flag.  
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             1             And I do think that, you know, and I'm very 



             2    supportive of the inclusionary aspects of the Pride 



             3    flag, but I think in terms of Director Bagneris's 



             4    comments, we need to find a mechanism and maybe this 



             5    goes back to our committee of Robert and Nick.  We need 



             6    to find a way to recognize the other entities.  And I'm 



             7    not talking about the Little League or YMCA or anything 



             8    else.  A specific interest, you know, we're going to 



             9    hear a report after our closed session on Black History 



            10    Month.  



            11             I think that's something that, you know, we 



            12    ought to take a serious look at.  Ashleigh will recall, 



            13    we -- some years back we put in the workers memorial.  



            14    We actually built a memorial that recognized the 



            15    contributions that the early residents of Orange County 



            16    made from an agricultural standpoint.  One of the 



            17    speakers made a comment about some type of a memorial.  



            18    I'd certainly be willing to entertain looking at that in 



            19    incorporating something like that somewhere within the 



            20    Fair & Event Center.  



            21             Obviously I think we definitely need to move 



            22    forward on this but I would like to see us look at doing 



            23    other things to recognize other groups, whether it's on 



            24    a monthly basis or whatever, but I'll continue to 



            25    support as I did in the past the flying of the gay Pride 
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             1    flag at the Fair & Event Center.  With that, that would 



             2    conclude my comments.  



             3             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director La 



             4    Belle, and I appreciate you bringing up the Community 



             5    Engagement Committee, which is chaired by Director Ruiz 



             6    and Director Kovacevich.  You know, I recall when we had 



             7    this vote on the Black History Month issue and we also 



             8    had a presentation during Hispanic Heritage Month.  That 



             9    was the main purpose of us creating this community was 



            10    how do we engage the community and represent all ethnic 



            11    groups who, you know, feel -- who represent Orange 



            12    County well?  



            13             And that is something today -- you nailed it.  



            14    We have a presentation.  We've invited members of the 



            15    community to also make public comment during that, and 



            16    that's really who we'd like to represent.  But I do 



            17    agree that it should go back to the committee and they 



            18    think can explore other ways.  



            19             During the vote for the Black flag flying 



            20    during Black History Month, it was actually voted in, 



            21    you know, February towards the end of the month, but we 



            22    did adopt a resolution that did support Black Heritage 



            23    Month, and that's what we're following up forward with 



            24    today.  One other thing that came up during that 



            25    discussion was having a flag that represented all 
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             1    nations since, you know, there's not one flag that 



             2    represents, for example, the community that I come from, 



             3    the Hispanic community.  



             4             There's not just, you know, there's, you know, 



             5    different nations that represent all of the different 



             6    people and cultures in Orange County.  So maybe that is 



             7    something that we send back to the committee and they 



             8    can explore whether or not there is one unifying flag 



             9    from a cultural perspective as we continue to represent 



            10    and to highlight the great work that Black Americans are 



            11    doing in Orange County as we are today with our 



            12    presentation.  



            13             And we will do that during Asian-American Month 



            14    and Hispanic Heritage Month and all of the other groups 



            15    that represent Orange County throughout the year.  So 



            16    thank you for bringing that up and I do think that that 



            17    would be something we can ask the committee to review 



            18    moving forward as we move beyond the flag issues.  Any 



            19    other comments from the Board before we vote on a 



            20    motion?



            21             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yeah.  This is Director Ruiz.  



            22    Thank you for that suggestion.  That's something I would 



            23    like to take on, you know, because we certainly don't 



            24    want to leave anybody out.  You know, taking down the 



            25    flag is taking a step backward, and we don't want to do 
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             1    that.  



             2             You know, like when this country moved away 



             3    from, you know, outlawing interracial marriage.  You 



             4    know, some people didn't like it.  Because they didn't 



             5    like it doesn't mean maybe it wasn't a good idea, let's 



             6    go back.  We don't want to do that.  But we do want to 



             7    do something that includes everyone.  So that's 



             8    something that I would definitely would love to take on, 



             9    and I'll let Director Kovacevich speak to that as well.  



            10             Because, you know, we do want to honor 



            11    everybody, white, black, brown, you know, that's Orange 



            12    County.  That's who we are.  We're made up of many 



            13    different races and colors.  And we don't want to leave 



            14    anybody out.  But taking the flag down, again, would be 



            15    taking a step backwards, and we don't want to do that.  



            16    And -- but we want to, again, take ideas, take comments, 



            17    and ideas from other people as well and see how we can 



            18    come up with something that honors everyone here in 



            19    Orange County.  



            20             How we do that?  That's something we can 



            21    discuss as a committee, we can discuss as a Board.  So 



            22    having said that, again, I will look forward to taking 



            23    on such a task to do that.  So that is my comment, and 



            24    unless Director Kovacevich has anything else to add 



            25    here?
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             1             DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  I will add.  Thank you 



             2    Director Ruiz, and thank you to, first of all, to the 



             3    public for, you know, expressing your views, and also my 



             4    fellow colleague on the Board here.  You know, I think I 



             5    would like to echo what Director Ruiz says.  You know, 



             6    we're excited to be on this committee to help further 



             7    advance, you know, inclusion across all groups, across 



             8    all races and ethnicities and in various ways throughout 



             9    the fairgrounds and throughout the Fair, itself.  



            10             So we're excited to continue to move this 



            11    forward.  I do agree that obviously the decision that 



            12    was made almost two years ago, you know, has created 



            13    some confusion and some drama here.  We're hoping to put 



            14    that behind us, but I don't think the answer is to move 



            15    backwards.  I think that, you know, the kind of -- at 



            16    the time people should have thought about potentially 



            17    how to make it a more scalable process, but, you know, 



            18    it was approved.  



            19             I do believe that it was the right decision to 



            20    create inclusion in the community.  And I don't think 



            21    this is the time to go backward.  So I think we're going 



            22    to look forward, and we're going to look at other ways 



            23    and try to be mindful of potential pitfalls that we 



            24    might fall into if we do adopt additional ways.  But 



            25    we're going to look forward, and we're going to look for 
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             1    additional ways to include diversity amongst a variety 



             2    of things that go on at the fairgrounds.  



             3             So I'm excited to do that and I think, you 



             4    know, I'm excited for the Board to vote here.  I mean, 



             5    it sounds like, you know, a lot of people are in favor 



             6    of reaffirming the amendment that was put forward so we 



             7    can hold a vote on that and we can move forward -- 



             8    CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  That sounds like a 



             9    motion.  



            10             DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yeah.  I'll go ahead and 



            11    make the motion -- 



            12             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  



            13             DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  To reaffirm and take the 



            14    vote and then, like I said, hopefully we can move on 



            15    from this flag issue for good.  



            16             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  This is Sandra, I second.  



            17             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  That's a second from 



            18    Sandra.  Thank you, Sandra.  Can you take a roll call 



            19    please, Summer?  



            20             DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Can we have discussion on 



            21    that motion please?  



            22             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Open for discussion.  



            23             DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Director Rubalcava-Garcia, 



            24    Director Bagneris.  That reaffirm or amend, I still hold 



            25    the position that we should amend and fly the flag but 
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             1    only in the month of June during Pride Month.  So I'm 



             2    hoping that some of my directors will see that that is 



             3    the right thing to do and it will solve the problem that 



             4    we created ourselves.  That we fly the Pride flag, 



             5    because we do believe in the Pride flag, but we fly it 



             6    in the month of June as opposed to year round.  So I 



             7    hope that you vote this motion down.  



             8             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  So we have a motion on 



             9    the floor already.  So this sounds like a two-motion 



            10    request to me.  So are you requesting that we -- would 



            11    you like to make a motion, Director Bagneris, to only 



            12    fly the flag during June?  



            13             DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.  



            14    CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  So let's go 



            15    ahead and take that motion first.  There is another 



            16    motion on the table which is to reaffirm that the flag 



            17    flies year round.  So Summer, can you take roll call on 



            18    Director Bagneris's -- or do I have a second for 



            19    Director Bagneris's motion?  



            20             Hearing that there is no second, I don't think 



            21    that the motion will move forward.  So Summer, can you 



            22    please take a roll call on the second motion, which is 



            23    to reaffirm that the Pride flag flies year round at the 



            24    Orange County Fair & Event Center?  



            25             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?  
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             1             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.  



             2             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?  Vice 



             3    Chair La Belle?  You're muted.  



             4             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Sorry about that.  Yes.  



             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes?  



             6             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.  



             7             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz?  



             8             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.  



             9             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Bagneris?  



            10             DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  No.  



            11             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Aitken?  



            12             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.  



            13             SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Director Kovacevich?  



            14             DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yes.



            15             SECRETARY ANGUS:  And just to make sure, 



            16    Director Pham has not joined us; correct?  Director Pham 



            17    are you there?  Okay.  Thank you.



            18             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.  Thank you, 



            19    Summer.  So the motion stands.  The Pride flag will 



            20    continue flying at the fairgrounds year round.  Thank 



            21    you to all the members of the public who came and spoke 



            22    out on this issue.  



            23             The Board will be going into closed session, 



            24    but I highly encourage members of the public who came 



            25    for this public comment to also attend the presentation 
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             1    on Black History Month.  We've had Fair Board members 



             2    who've worked very hard along with staff to create a 



             3    presentation to highlight the great work that has been 



             4    done by this community in Orange County and beyond in 



             5    the region.  



             6             And then we also have a video from the Black 



             7    Chamber of Commerce in Orange County, their CEO, Bobby 



             8    McDonald.  So at this time the Board will go into closed 



             9    session.  Thank you.  



            10             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Bear with me for just a 



            11    minute while I move you to the break out room.  Josh, 



            12    can you confirm that Bruce Reynolds is on as well? 



            13             AG CAPLAN:  Yes, he Is.  I believe I'm still on   



            14    the main public meeting, but I can see Bruce.  It looks 



            15    like his screen name is:  W-a-l-k-e.  



            16             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Got it.  Thank you.  



            17             WALKE:  I'm here.  



            18             SECRETARY ANGUS:  All right.  Thank you.  I'll 



            19    put you in.  I'm sorry.  Just one more moment.  



            20             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  This is Doug.  Am I in 



            21    the closed session now?  



            22             SECRETARY ANGUS:  No, Doug.  I'm sorry.  Hang 



            23    on one moment.  



            24             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Oh, okay.  Do I need to 



            25    do anything other than just be quiet?  
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             1             SECRETARY ANGUS:  No.  Nothing right now.  



             2             AG CAPLAN:  Summer, this is Josh Caplan.  



             3             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I apologize for that.  We're 



             4    going to have to redo.  



             5             AG CAPLAN:  Okay.  



             6             SECRETARY ANGUS:  One second.  I apologize.  



             7    I'm sorry.  It looks like I'm missing Director Ruiz.  



             8             CEO RICHARDS:  Summer, I think some of us are 



             9    back in the main -- in the main room.  



            10             SECRETARY ANGUS:  No.  You are.  I had to redo 



            11    the room.  I apologize.  



            12             AG CAPLAN:  It looks like Director -- I'm 



            13    searching through the participants of the meeting and I 



            14    don't see -- I don't see Director Ruiz on anymore.  



            15             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I don't either or Director 



            16    Bagneris.  



            17             CEO RICHARDS:  I know that Director Ruiz was -- 



            18    had also another meeting and was going to be in and out 



            19    so he may have had to log off.  



            20             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  I have Director 



            21    Aitken, Director La Belle, Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, 



            22    Director Kovacevich, and Director Cervantes along with 



            23    Josh Caplan, and CEO Richards, and Bruce.  



            24             DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Summer, I'm here, but I'm 



            25    not sure, am I in the right room? 
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             1             SECRETARY ANGUS:  You're in the main room, 



             2    you're in the main room.  



             3             DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Can you connect me back to 



             4    where I'm supposed to be at?  My phone disconnected.  



             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz is having a 



             6    problem logging back in.  



             7             DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Am I in -- are you going to 



             8    put me in the break out room? 



             9             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'm efforting that right now, 



            10    Director Bagneris.  Thank you.



            11             DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Thank you.  



            12             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Kovacevich, are you 



            13    getting a pop-up to join the break out room?  And Chair 



            14    Rubalcava, you should -- okay.  Thank you.  



            15             (Closed Session held from 11:01 a.m. until 1:04 



            16    p.m.)



            17    CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, can you go 



            18    ahead and take roll call, please?  



            19             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?  



            20             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Present.  



            21             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?  



            22             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Present.



            23             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes? 



            24             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Present.  



            25             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz?  
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             1             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Present.  



             2             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Bagneris?  Director 



             3    Aitken?  



             4             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Present.  



             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Director Kovacevich?  



             6             DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Here.  



             7             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  



             8             CEO RICHARDS:  Summer, if you want to allow me 



             9    to share the screen, I can -- I can do the PowerPoint 



            10    from here.  



            11             SECRETARY ANGUS:  You can go ahead.  Let me -- 



            12             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  The 



            13    District's Board of Directors received the advice of 



            14    legal counsel on pending litigation items included on 



            15    closed session portion of the agenda and has nothing 



            16    further to report at this time.  



            17             The District's Board of Directors met in closed 



            18    session portion to evaluate the performance of the 



            19    district's CEO and has nothing further to report at this 



            20    time.  At this time I'd like to move to agenda item -- 



            21    let me double check here.  Agenda item -- you know, 



            22    Michele, if it's okay with you, can we move CEO's 



            23    operational announcements towards the end of the 



            24    meeting?  



            25             CEO RICHARDS:  Yes.  Absolutely.  









                                                                         85



�





                                                                           





             1             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  So I'm 



             2    going to move on to agenda Item 7 which are the minutes, 



             3    Board meeting held January 28, 2020.  Can I please get a 



             4    motion to approve the minutes?  



             5             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  So moved.  



             6             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Second.  



             7             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Summer, 



             8    can you please take roll call?  



             9             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?  



            10             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.  



            11             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?  Vice 



            12    Chair La Belle?  I'll come back.    



            13             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes? 



            14             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.  



            15             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz?  



            16             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.  



            17             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Aitken?  



            18             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.  



            19             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Kovacevich?  



            20             DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yes.



            21             SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Vice Chair La Belle?   



            22             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Vice Chair La Belle, 



            23    you might be on mute.



            24             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Star six.  Well, he is on 



            25    mute.  Vice Chair La Belle, if you can press star six on 
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             1    your phone to unmute, or if you've muted yourself on 



             2    your device, unmute.  



             3             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Do we have a quorum 



             4    without Doug to approve the minutes?  



             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  We do.  



             6             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Perfect.  We'll 



             7    go ahead and move on without Doug.  I'm sure he'll be 



             8    joining shortly.  Onto agenda Item 8, matters of public 



             9    comment.  Public comment is allowed on issues not on the 



            10    current agenda.  However, no debate by the Board shall 



            11    be permitted on such public comments and no action will 



            12    be taken on such public comment item at this time as law 



            13    requires formal public notice prior to any action on a 



            14    docket item.  



            15             Speakers are requested to sign in prior to the 



            16    start of the meeting and are limited to three minutes.  



            17    Comments will be accepted on agenda items during the 



            18    meeting.  Speakers wishing to address the Board on items 



            19    on the agenda are requested to sign in prior to the 



            20    start of the meeting and identify the agenda item on 



            21    which you desire to address the Board.  Speakers are 



            22    limited to three minutes.  



            23             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I just have one.  Jeanine 



            24    Robbins, when you're ready.  Jeanine, are you still on 



            25    the line?  I see you.  
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             1             JEANINE ROBBINS:  Yes, I'm here.  



             2             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  Go right ahead.  



             3             JEANINE ROBBINS:  Okay.  Good afternoon.  It 



             4    was good morning, but now it's good afternoon.  



             5    (audio/connectivity interruption) over the Pride flag.  



             6    One very important issue has been completely neglected.  



             7    The industries of 400 plus small business owners have 



             8    been pushed to the brink of financial ruin by the 



             9    inability or unwillingness of this Fair Board and staff 



            10    to negotiate with their longest tenant Spectra who's 



            11    running the Orange County Market Place.  



            12             You have ignored the livelihoods of thousands 



            13    of people employed at the Market Place.  Your actions, 



            14    or should I say inactions, speak volumes to us.  We 



            15    believe that you simply do not care.  Every month I am 



            16    inundated with questions from vendors why the Market 



            17    Place is not on the agenda.  Yes, I know you are suing 



            18    Spectra.  



            19             It's so nice to know that you're willing to 



            20    spend taxpayer dollars at this time when every dollar 



            21    counts in order to try and hold Spectra to their 



            22    original contract during this unprecedented pandemic.  



            23    You expect Spectra to pay full rent on an empty 



            24    parking lot that they are unable to use as the Market 



            25    Place during this pandemic.  Landlords such as 
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             1    yourselves have been renegotiating contracts with 



             2    tenants since the very beginning of this pandemic.  



             3             Landlords such as yourselves have reduced rent 



             4    or simply eliminated it during this time of the 



             5    pandemic.  You, however, have chosen to take a hard-line 



             6    approach and it needs to end.  We the vendors at the 



             7    Market Place need to get back to work.  Why don't you 



             8    send out a survey asking people their feelings on this 



             9    issue?  



            10             I would be very interested to see the results 



            11    of that survey.  Do you realize that Spectra voluntarily 



            12    refunded their prepaid rent without us even asking?  



            13    They never even attempted to collect rent on months when 



            14    we were not working.  That is an action that earns 



            15    respect.  You, on the other hand, have done zero to help 



            16    the vendors.  You've done zero to reestablish the Market 



            17    Place, and you've done zero to restore the hundreds of 



            18    thousands of sales tax that these vendors pay each and 



            19    every year.  You've done zero to help the vendors who 



            20    provide a very valuable resource to Southern 



            21    California -- (audio/connectivity interruption) please 



            22    let me -- (audio/connectivity interruption.) 



            23             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  That is time.  Bethany 



            24    Webb, when you're ready.



            25             BETHANY WEBB:  Hi.  First of all, if you can't 
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             1    hear me like I couldn't hear her, would you let me know?  



             2    So I'm just not talking and binging?  



             3    SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.  We can hear 



             4    you.  



             5             BETHANY WEBB:  So I actually called you 



             6    earlier, and I want to applaud your support for the 



             7    Pride flag.  I stated at that time that my daughter is 



             8    trans and had gone to school with Blaze Bernstein.  What 



             9    I didn't tell you when I said I was in such fear of her 



            10    leaving the house is that -- oh, I'm calling on guns and 



            11    the gun show -- what I didn't tell you at that time.  



            12             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Oh, Bethany that's not this 



            13    item.



            14             BETHANY WEBB:  It's pubic comment, though, 



            15    isn't it?  



            16    SECRETARY ANGUS:  It's for items not on the 



            17    agenda.  I have you listed under the consent calendar.  



            18             BETHANY WEBB:  My mistake.  I'm so so -- this 



            19    is my first time calling actually so there was two items 



            20    because my sister was murdered in the Seal Beach 



            21    shooting and my mom was shot and there was guns, and I 



            22    have a oldest child that is trans, so -- 



            23             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Bethany.  



            24             BETHANY WEBB:  I mean I don't know the way it 



            25    works.  I've never called.  
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             1             (Simultaneous Speaking.)



             2             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  We'll guide you 



             3    through the process, so thank you.  So no other public 



             4    comment, Summer?  



             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Not for general public 



             6    comment.



             7             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Thank you.  So 



             8    moving on to Agenda Item No. 9, the consent calendar.  



             9    All matters listed under consent calendar are 



            10    operational matters about which the Board has governing 



            11    policies, implementation of which is delegated to the 



            12    CEO.  They will be enacted in one motion.  



            13             There will be no discussion of these items 



            14    prior to the time the Board of Directors votes on the 



            15    motion unless the members of the Board, staff, or public 



            16    request specific items to be discussed separately and/or 



            17    removed from this section.  Any member of the public who 



            18    wishes to discuss consent calendar items should notify 



            19    the Chair of the Board at the time requested and be 



            20    recognized by invitation of the Chair to address the 



            21    Board.



            22             CEO RICHARDS:  Chair Rubalcava -- 



            23             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  That's okay.  Sorry, 



            24    Michele.  



            25             CEO RICHARDS:  Staff wishes to pull two items 
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             1    and highlight one item.  The two items under Standard 



             2    Agreements.  Standard Agreement, SA-006-21SM and 



             3    Standard Agreement, SA-008-21FV, both of those contracts 



             4    are the result of a competitive bid.  But they are 



             5    currently under protest, and we have not yet heard back 



             6    from the Department of General Services on their 



             7    decisions.  



             8             So we are pulling those two items, and we will 



             9    bring them back next month pending notification from 



            10    DGS.  Staff would also like to pull and highlight under 



            11    Rental Agreements, R-028-21.  This is a rental agreement 



            12    with BNL Productions, this is the promomenter of 



            13    Crossroads of the West Gun Show.  The contract is not 



            14    finalized, but there is a proposed Crossroads of the 



            15    West Gun Show for late March.  



            16             Obviously, we -- this is a topic of great 



            17    interest for the Board and the public.  We did not want 



            18    to simply put this on the consent calendar in March just 



            19    a few days before -- before the gun show, so we're 



            20    bringing it to the Board's attention this month.  



            21             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, CEO 



            22    Richards.  Do we have public comment on this item, 



            23    Summer?



            24             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, we do.  I can call the 



            25    first group of speakers.  Charles Blek, followed by Mary 
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             1    Blek.  Rose Ann Sharp and Ira Sharp.  Charles Blek, when 



             2    you're ready.  Charles or Mary Blek, either of which, if 



             3    you're ready and still on the line.  



             4             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  They're muted.  



             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'll give it another second.  



             6             ROY:  The lower left-corner of your computer.  



             7             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'll circle back.  Let's hear 



             8    from Rose Ann Sharp.  Yeah, Rose Ann Sharp, please, when 



             9    you're ready.  



            10             ROSE ANN SHARP:  Thank you.  Good afternoon, 



            11    Board members.  My name is Rose Ann Sharp, and I live in 



            12    Del Mar, California.  Recently when I was in a doctor's 



            13    office and was chatting with another patient, he told me 



            14    that he moved from Iowa to San Diego and that he was a 



            15    hunter.  He said, "Of course, when I got to California, 



            16    I gave up hunting and my NRA membership because there's 



            17    nothing to hunt in California."  



            18             I thought good, California has a lot of state 



            19    laws protecting wildlife.  On January 6th of this year, 



            20    we saw a new level of hunting.  Hunting people who do 



            21    not agree with your politics or people who believe they 



            22    must overtake the government.  I ask you, are you 



            23    protecting our communities with a gun show?  



            24             Why are you using the term consumer show about 



            25    gun shows?  Are you planning to go into other consumer 
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             1    businesses like pornography?  Do gun shows meet your 



             2    mission statement?  Do you need an AR-15 to hunt down 



             3    wildlife?  Was the five-year-old child that I witnessed 



             4    swinging a wooden machete practicing during the gun show 



             5    how to thrash hay at your gun show?   



             6             Does the Nazi paraphernalia help customers 



             7    understand German history?  Or does it seed and 



             8    fertilize both keepers to chant "We will not be replaced 



             9    by Jews."  Who are your customers of this consumer 



            10    business?  Ghost gun purchasers, more popular with 



            11    people who cannot pass background checks.  ATF reports a 



            12    41 percent increase in ghost guns in LA crimes.  



            13             Your customers will not have to wait for 



            14    background checks to act upon a suicidal impulse.  What 



            15    is your return on investment?  Are the tax dollars that 



            16    you earn with the State now needed to help fund the 



            17    governor's effort to protect the State Capitol?  You 



            18    have a bad business plan.  It does not meet your mission 



            19    statement.  It encourages weaponizing political 



            20    disagreements.  It helps build up insurrectionist 



            21    organizations.  



            22             Your ROI is nil, and your risk to the community 



            23    is uninsurable.  Are gun shows really the consumer 



            24    business that you want to promote on state-owned 



            25    property?  Thank you.  
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             1             CHARLES BLEK:  We were able to unmute.  



             2             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Rose.  I'll go 



             3    back to Charles Blek.



             4             CHARLES BLEK:  Thank you.  



             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  When you're ready.  



             6             CHARLES BLEK:  Sorry about the difficulty here.  



             7    We're not real familiar with this type of computer.  



             8    Anyway, my name is Charles Blek.  I'm a native Southern 



             9    Californian, and I've been a resident of Orange County 



            10    for the past 40 plus years.  I am a past president of 



            11    Brady Orange County, and I'm currently a board member of 



            12    Brady in Orange County.  



            13             Our board opposes gun shows at the Orange 



            14    County fairground.  My issue specifically -- or I have a 



            15    problem with the lax level of security at the show and 



            16    the easy availability of ghost gun kits.  I do not want 



            17    my state facilitating gun sales in any manner 



            18    whatsoever.  I do not want them to be complicit in the 



            19    sale of guns.  



            20             I object to my tax dollars being spent on this 



            21    type of event.  I think it's important to know that our 



            22    board strongly supports Senate Bill 264 banning the sale 



            23    of -- banning gun shows on all state-owned properties 



            24    authored by State Senator Min, who represents the 37th 



            25    District, which involves the Orange County fairgrounds.  
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             1             I think it's important to note and I don't 



             2    think it's a stretch that when Senator Min was a 



             3    candidate, he emphasized that he wanted gun shows on 



             4    state-owned property.  I think it's important to note 



             5    that he has offered Senate Bill 264.  I think it's 



             6    important to note that he was elected to our state 



             7    senate, and I don't think it's a stretch to say that our 



             8    elected here in the county does not want or need gun 



             9    shows on our own state-owned property.  I am strongly 



            10    and our board strongly rejects to having any gun shows 



            11    on state-owned property.  We do not need, nor do we want 



            12    this type of business.  Thank you.  



            13             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Charles.  Mary 



            14    Blek, when you're ready.  



            15             MARY BLEK:  Thank you.  Research has shown that 



            16    a gun in the home significantly increases the risk of 



            17    suicide, homicide, and unintentional deaths and 



            18    injuries.  Furthermore, a recent research report gave 



            19    the alarming figure of the annual cost of firearm 



            20    violence of 280 billion dollars for our nation.  



            21             I believe that the decision to bring a gun into 



            22    one's home is a grave one, and the pun is intended.  The 



            23    decision should not be done in an entertainment and 



            24    promotional atmosphere and especially not on state-owned 



            25    property supported by tax dollars who also pay for the 
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             1    gun violence aftermath.  Also, I believe it is unwise to 



             2    expose children to the glamorization of guns.  



             3             The State should not be complicit in the gun 



             4    sales or in homemade gun kits.  There are other more 



             5    appropriate venues for the purchase of firearms.  Thank 



             6    you for the opportunity to speak.  



             7             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Mary.  Ira Sharp, 



             8    when you're ready.  



             9             IRA SHARP:  Okay.  Thank you.  I've submitted a 



            10    written statement, and I'm not going to repeat it here.  



            11    I hope you'll read it carefully.  I'm the cofounder of 



            12    Never Again CA which was formed for the purpose of 



            13    ending gun shows on state-owned property after the 



            14    Parkland killing.  



            15             I know that almost everyone who spoke this 



            16    morning in regard to the flag issue talked about what a 



            17    great family center facility you have there at the 



            18    Orange County fairgrounds.  And they talked about a 



            19    number of great events that you hold there.  No one 



            20    mentioned a gun show as being one of those wonderful 



            21    family-centric events.  I think you should think about 



            22    that very carefully.  



            23             I'm in somewhat of a disadvantage here because 



            24    we understand that the plan for this March 23rd gun show 



            25    is to do something with pop-up tents.  So we haven't 
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             1    seen any security plan which the promoter is required to 



             2    file.  So we could see because there are a number of 



             3    state laws that I think are likely to be contravened by 



             4    having these pop-up tents on or near a parking lot which 



             5    is against the law in California.  



             6             And if cars are accessing these tents, that's 



             7    also against the law in California.  And I hope that 



             8    this Fair Board requires that security plan to be filed 



             9    and I -- and that you review it very carefully.  I 



            10    wanted to point out that the application, at least as it 



            11    shows up on your agenda, provides for a show between the 



            12    days of March 23rd and March 29th, obviously a much 



            13    longer period than the normal gun show.  



            14             And it also says that the price that you're 



            15    going to charge is to be determined.  At a time where 



            16    everybody from the Governor of California to the huge 



            17    majorities in the state legislator and the public in 



            18    polling opposes gun shows and holding them on 



            19    state-owned property, it's inappropriate for you to 



            20    allow the gun show for any period approaching a period 



            21    and not having a chance to see what you're charging for 



            22    the use of the facility and to make sure it's 



            23    commercially reasonable.  



            24             I think it's unfair to ask this Board to 



            25    approve a contract that doesn't have those items nailed 
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             1    down so that they can exercise their share of 



             2    responsibility.  I look forward to seeing the security 



             3    plan and may want to comment later.  Thank you very much 



             4    for your time.  



             5             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Thank you, Ira.  Julia 



             6    Demlow when you're ready.  



             7             JULIA DEMLOW:  Hello.  Thank you.  Hi.  My name 



             8    is Julia Demlow, and I am requesting that the Board vote 



             9    no on the Crossroads of the West Gun Show contract for 



            10    2021.  This past year was a record-breaking year for 



            11    gun-related deaths that experts have attributed to the 



            12    increase in gun sales.  With depleted firearm inventory 



            13    at licensed gun dealers, there will -- the gun shows 



            14    will have an even bigger sales demand for ghost guns.  



            15             Gun shows and the Internet are the two top 



            16    places to purchase ghost guns.  As I've had the 



            17    privileged opportunity to educate the Board on ghost 



            18    guns this past November's Board meeting.  Ghost guns, as 



            19    a reminder, can be sold by unlicensed dealers.  Anyone, 



            20    anyone can immediately walk out of the gun show with a 



            21    ghost gun.  No background checks, no age limits, no 



            22    serial number, completely untraceable.  



            23             Why would the OC fairgrounds, a family-friendly 



            24    venue, assist in the proliferation of ghost guns in the 



            25    community?  Especially during a pandemic when people are 
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             1    more stressed, depressed, anxious, and their kids are 



             2    bored at home.  Local law enforcement says that half of 



             3    their cases right now involve ghost guns.  I know ghost 



             4    guns are currently legal to purchase with no safeguards, 



             5    and the OC fairgrounds revenue has been negatively 



             6    affected by COVID.  



             7             But can't the Board do the right thing for our 



             8    community and vote no on 2021 gun shows?  Let's put a 



             9    pause on gun shows until 2022 possibly when California 



            10    ghost gun laws go into effect that provide for 



            11    background checks, provide age limits.  Let's not -- 



            12    let's wait and relook at this in 2022 when the stresses 



            13    due to COVID have hopefully lessened and our kids are 



            14    back in school.  



            15             Aren't the potential lives saved worth the 



            16    wait?  We can find other revenue-generating 



            17    opportunities.  I heard one today from a caller during 



            18    the flag public comments.  Let's open the Amphitheater 



            19    to events year round.  Let's recreate family-friendly 



            20    events that not only enhance our community but to 



            21    Reggie's point earlier increase opportunities for local 



            22    Orange County businesses to participate.  



            23             Thank you, and please vote no.  I'd also like 



            24    to read a letter that I received -- I'm sorry because 



            25    this is incredibly emotional -- in my email from Corona 
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             1    Del Mar High School students that are online in school 



             2    right now and couldn't attend this meeting.  And let me 



             3    read this:  



             4             We are students at Corona Del Mar High School, 



             5    and I do not feel that having a gun show at the Orange 



             6    County fairgrounds is safe for our city.  I don't think 



             7    you've ever had to barricade yourself in classrooms and 



             8    be silent during intruder drills when you were in 



             9    school.  That is now our reality.  Why do you think more 



            10    guns in our community is a good thing?  During COVID 



            11    more teens are depressed and feeling lonely.  Online 



            12    school is making us -- 



            13             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Thank you for your 



            14    time.  



            15             JULIA DEMLOW:  -- teen mental health during a 



            16    pandemic is a huge concern.  



            17             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you for your 



            18    public comment.  



            19             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Julia.  That's 



            20    time.  



            21             JULIA DEMLOW:  Okay.  Well I hope you take into 



            22    effect what the students are saying.  Thank you.  



            23             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I'll call the next group of 



            24    speakers.  We have Piper Benom, Joanna Weiss, Bethany 



            25    Webb, and Amy Capelle.  Piper, when you're ready.  
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             1             PIPER BENOM:  Hi, everyone.  I am a resident of 



             2    Newport Beach, and I'm here to respectfully request that 



             3    the Board not approve the contract for the proposed 



             4    drive-thru gun show.  Gun violence has increased 



             5    dramatically over the last year.  We do not want even 



             6    more guns going into our community.  So many people are 



             7    suffering economic hardships and mental health stresses 



             8    at the moment.  



             9             Children who are home from school, people are 



            10    out of work, we don't need more guns in people's homes 



            11    when kids are at home distance learning with easy access 



            12    to them.  I'm not necessarily anti-gun but I believe 



            13    strongly in the responsibilites that go along with gun 



            14    rights like background checks on every sale.  We know 



            15    that background checks save lives.  And right now you 



            16    have to have a background check if you buy a gun from a 



            17    licensed dealer but many or most of the sellers at 



            18    Crossroads Show are unlicensed dealers so no background 



            19    checks required.  



            20             I went to the show in person last January, and 



            21    I saw firsthand the vast majority of sales were ghost 



            22    guns and DIY kits.  And as other speakers have said, 



            23    ghost guns are particularly dangerous as they are 



            24    untraceable and don't require background checks and are 



            25    therefore becoming increasingly poplar with criminals 
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             1    and drug traffickers -- gun traffickers.  



             2             Ghost guns are linked more and more to violent 



             3    crimes precisely because anyone can -- who wouldn't 



             4    otherwise be able to pass a background check can walk 



             5    out of a gun show with a kit to assemble a semiautomatic 



             6    or an automatic weapon at home and in five minutes, just 



             7    untraceable completely by no waiting periods and no 



             8    record of the cash transaction.  



             9             I don't know why we would want to encourage 



            10    more violence in our communities, especially right now 



            11    during this crisis.  The gun violence epidemic has 



            12    impacted all of us.  If any of you have ever dropped 



            13    your kid off at school and they have a lockdown drill, 



            14    you know and you understand this is an issue we all have 



            15    a stake in.  My kids and I are relying on you to do the 



            16    right thing here and protect our community, and I urge 



            17    you to reject this gun show.  Thank you.  



            18             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Piper.  Joanna 



            19    Weiss, when you're ready.  



            20             JULIA DEMLOW:  Hi.  Joanna's asked me to read 



            21    the statement for her.  She had to log off for another 



            22    meeting, so I will read her statement:  Good afternoon, 



            23    I'm Joanna Weiss, president of WAVE for the Women for 



            24    American Values and Ethics, a philanthropic grassroots 



            25    organization comprised of more than 2,0000 Orange County 
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             1    women and men.  I'm speaking on behalf of our members, 



             2    as well as personally having been born and raised in 



             3    Orange County.  



             4             We urge you to reject the gun show contract 



             5    with Crossroads of the West.  2020 was a record-breaking 



             6    year for gun-related deaths in the US.  And experts say 



             7    that is due to an increase in gun sales.  My family and 



             8    our WAVE members rely on you to curate family-friendly 



             9    events for the community.  We do not want more guns 



            10    going into circulation during a pandemic, when people 



            11    are more stressed out, more depressed, and more anxious 



            12    than ever.  



            13             We do not want more guns in people's homes when 



            14    children are stuck at home and could easily access them.  



            15    As an organization working on gun safety issues, when we 



            16    are speaking with members of the Orange County community 



            17    they frankly are shocked to learn that our beloved 



            18    Orange County fairground typically hosts multiple gun 



            19    shows each year.  We speak for our 2,000 members as well 



            20    as countless other Orange County residents who urge you 



            21    not to approve another contract with Crossroads of the 



            22    West.  Thank you.  



            23             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  Bethany Webb, 



            24    when you're ready.  



            25             BETHANY WEBB:  Sorry -- my dog.  If you had 
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             1    somebody else's dog barking -- I'm so sorry.  So I would 



             2    like you to take a minute and put yourself in a 



             3    position -- I am so sorry.  



             4             Ryder, can you go get -- Cinder.  I am so 



             5    sorry.  Shut the door so Cinder doesn't come back in.  



             6    I'm sorry.  Can we start over, if you don't mind?  Of 



             7    course at that moment my dog decided to start barking.  



             8    I want to put you, if you could, put yourself in my 



             9    position.  I'm volunteering at a PTA, which I did.  It's 



            10    October 12, 2011, and I'm living the life that you live.  



            11             I grew up with people that have guns, I believe 



            12    in sensible gun laws but it doesn't actually touch me.  



            13    And then on the TV there was a special report and it 



            14    shows the Salon Meritage in Seal Beach and says nine 



            15    people have been shot.  Six are dead at that time.  My 



            16    sister, Laura, worked there for 10 years.  I knew 



            17    everybody that worked there.  I lunched with them.  My 



            18    sister was my best friend.  



            19             And I became the other side of something that 



            20    we're discussing right now.  How?  In one second a 



            21    person could take a gun and destroy so much.  On that 



            22    day at the end of the day, eight people, nine people 



            23    were shot, eight of them died.  The sole survivor was my 



            24    mom.  My sister was doing her nails.  Our good friend, 



            25    Victoria, I knew for 20 years, died that day.  Three 
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             1    other employees, these are.  In Orange County.  



             2             My sister lived in Huntington and did nails in 



             3    Seal Beach, how much safer can you get?  Like many of 



             4    the other people that spoke before me, gun deaths have 



             5    gone up in 2020.  Mass shootings haven't, so a lot of 



             6    you think of mass shootings as that's the totality, but 



             7    it's not actually.  It's suicides.  It's -- the Blek's 



             8    spoke earlier, and I hope they don't mind, they didn't 



             9    mention their son was murdered.  And that's why they're 



            10    so involved in gun things.  They got a call.  



            11             You get a call.  You see the TV and all of a 



            12    sudden everything that you knew is different.  About 11 



            13    months after, somewhere around there, after my sister 



            14    was murdered, there was an armed guy that was shooting 



            15    people -- and I'm sorry.  I just lost his name.  But he 



            16    was all over the news.  He was targeting LAPD officers' 



            17    kids.  My son, Ryder, my now 17-year-old was at school 



            18    and I got a call that they were surrounding his school 



            19    because his school was being targeted.  



            20             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Bethany.  That's 



            21    time.



            22             BETHANY WEBB:  Darner?  Is it Darner?  Can I 



            23    just finish this real quick?  I'm super sorry cause my 



            24    dog interrupted my thing.  But Darner was shooting kids 



            25    in Orange County that belonged -- and I was still 
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             1    grieving over my sister and my friends.  I started 



             2    driving around the school trying to think what I could 



             3    do for my middle school child to keep him safe.  



             4             It's so important that we understand that these 



             5    ghost guns -- that these guns -- that people that 



             6    shouldn't have guns, don't have a place at a -- 



             7    fairground?  I cannot beg you enough to understand, and 



             8    I said earlier as the mother of children, an LGBTQ and a 



             9    17-year-old that's at home studying that the only reason 



            10    I don't have to worry he's at school and going to be in 



            11    a mass shooting is because he's studying at home.  



            12             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Bethany.  



            13    Thank you for your comment.



            14             BETHANY WEBB:  Thanks.



            15             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Amy Capelle, when you're 



            16    ready.  



            17             AMY CAPELLE:  Hi.  Thank you so much.  Can you 



            18    hear me?  Hello?  



            19             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.  



            20             AMY CAPELLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  Hi.  Thank you 



            21    OC fairgrounds Board of Directors.  I am here today to 



            22    ask as all the other speakers before me to not approve 



            23    the gun show contract with Crossroads of the West.  



            24             As the people before me also mentioned that it 



            25    was -- 2020 was a record-breaking year for gun-related 
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             1    deaths, and just in January alone here more than two 



             2    million firearms were -- two million firearms were 



             3    bought last month, according to the Washington Post 



             4    analysis of federal gun background check data.  And 



             5    that's just on federal background checks.  Who knows how 



             6    many ghost guns were sold in that period.  But with that 



             7    two million more firearms, that was an 80 percent year 



             8    over year spike and the third highest one-month total on 



             9    record.  



            10             Hate crimes in Orange County rose in 2019 for 



            11    the 5th year in a row, and by a huge leap 24 percent as 



            12    reported by the OC Human Relations Organization in 



            13    October.  And that was for 2019 before the pandemic came 



            14    upon us and hate crimes that we're now seeing started to 



            15    rise.  Since the pandemic began, studies show that 



            16    Asian-American hate incidents in California have risen 



            17    115 percent in Los Angeles County, 150 percent in San 



            18    Jose, and 200 percent in Orange County, according to the 



            19    LA Times.  



            20             An NBC4 News last month quoted the chief 



            21    psychologist at Children's Hospital of Orange County, 



            22    CHOC, saying that she's getting double the calls from 



            23    families worried about their children's mental health 



            24    with the same warning signs as everyone had said about 



            25    other kids and suicides and mental health issues with 
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             1    what's going on with the pandemic.  



             2             So I bring that all to your attention to just 



             3    say that now is not the time to make it easier for 



             4    people to buy more guns.  We don't want more guns in 



             5    Orange County going into circulation during this 



             6    pandemic.  And we certainly don't want more guns in 



             7    people's homes when kids are still in hybrid and online 



             8    situations with less parent supervision -- arguably less 



             9    parent supervision than normal and they could easily 



            10    access them.  



            11             As a mother of three boys and having seen one 



            12    of them be on lockdown and having one of my friends, 



            13    best friends at another school in another district on 



            14    lockdown in this -- prior to the pandemic, it is beyond 



            15    me to -- to wonder how OC fairgrounds is supposed to be 



            16    bringing family-friendly events would consider gun shows 



            17    to be family-friendly.  I do not, and I do not want gun 



            18    shows at OC fairgrounds.  Thank you.  



            19             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Amy.  Chair 



            20    Rubalcava-Garcia that concludes public comment for this 



            21    item.



            22             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Summer.  Is 



            23    there any comment from the Board?  



            24             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  I have a couple questions 



            25    for -- I think maybe Michele would be the best person.  
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             1    I really appreciate staff bringing this forward ahead of 



             2    time, and I would like to just -- I had a couple of 



             3    questions.  In events like these, given the pandemic 



             4    that we're in, I think that we should go forward with 



             5    this contract as if it is under our Board Policy 6.04, 



             6    which is for high-profile event policies.  



             7             Because that policy gets triggered when we have 



             8    events that could potentially give us an impact on 



             9    public safety.  And I think given the fact that this is 



            10    a getting-outside-your-car event that we should proceed 



            11    with this as if it is a high-profile event.  And my 



            12    second question -- I just want to see if the staff has 



            13    analyzed this event under that Board policy.  And then 



            14    my second question is for what type of safety plan and 



            15    safety measures are put in place and who's in charge of 



            16    enforcing safety and mask wearing and pandemic-type 



            17    policies for this event?  



            18             CEO RICHARDS:  So let me answer the first 



            19    question about our high-profile event policy.  This is 



            20    not an event that we've applied that policy to in the 



            21    past.  Not to say that the Board wouldn't, you know, be 



            22    able to make a decision to do that in the future or in 



            23    this case as well.  With regard to the safety and 



            24    security plan so we're very clear with all of the events 



            25    that have taken place since at the fairgrounds since the 
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             1    pandemic.  First of all, they have to be approved 



             2    through the Orange County Health Care Agency.  



             3             The promoter has to submit their health and 



             4    safety plan and there have been numerous calls with the 



             5    promoter, with our staff and with the Orange County 



             6    Health Care Agency who has approved the event and the 



             7    plan that the promoter has in place.  With regard to the 



             8    security plan, the law enforcement for that event is and 



             9    has always been the Orange County Sheriff's Department.  



            10    So there is a security plan that is submitted by the 



            11    promoter with input from our staff and approved by the 



            12    Orange County Sheriff's Department.  



            13             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  So I think my concern with 



            14    the high-profile event is not for Crossroads of the 



            15    West, it's the fact that it is -- we do have pandemic 



            16    procedures in place and it is going to be an 



            17    outside-your-car event which is going to be a little bit 



            18    different than things we've done previously.  And so I 



            19    would like to request that we treat this under the 



            20    policies of 6.04.  



            21             And then my second question that I would like 



            22    to see before we approve something like this is a 



            23    reassurance from the sheriff that I know the sheriffs 



            24    are overly impacted right now and have made public 



            25    statement saying that they do not have the capacity.  
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             1    And I think there's some feelings with our sheriff that 



             2    does not have the inclination to enforce mask wearing.  



             3             So as a Fair Board member, taking the public 



             4    safety of our neighbors, people that use the property on 



             5    all four corners, not just this event, how or what 



             6    assurances can we have in writing from the sheriff's 



             7    department that they are going to enforce mask wearing 



             8    during this event?  



             9             CEO RICHARDS:  I can't answer that question on 



            10    behalf of the sheriff's department, but we can certainly 



            11    reach out and ask that question on the Board's behalf.  



            12    I know that we have had events approved at the OC Fair & 



            13    Event Center since the pandemic that are out-of-the-car 



            14    events.  For example, our Flying Miz Daisy Vintage 



            15    Market has been happening for the last several months, 



            16    and our security team and our in-house staff monitor 



            17    mask wearing and, you know, and certainly addressed if 



            18    it becomes a problem.  But I can't answer your question 



            19    regarding the sheriff's plan for that.  



            20             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Well, before we vote on this 



            21    contract, will we be able to see that security plan and 



            22    see what the plan is that they are presenting, that the 



            23    sheriffs are presenting to enforce our safety policies 



            24    on mask wearing?  



            25             CEO RICHARDS:  I think that could be made 
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             1    available potentially to Board members.  We obviously 



             2    don't release that publicly for obvious reasons, a 



             3    security plan is a security plan.  But I think we, you 



             4    know, we could get that to Board members.  



             5             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  This is Director La 



             6    Belle.  If I might, Natalie, through the Chair.  I agree 



             7    with Director Aitken.  I think it's very important given 



             8    everything that's going on out there.  I would also like 



             9    to see the security plan.  



            10             And if we can act on the application, you know, 



            11    subject to the security plan being presented and 



            12    approved by either a committee of the Board or at least 



            13    made available to all eight of us so we know exactly 



            14    what's occurring out there and that there's a comfort 



            15    level to the security measures relative to this 



            16    particular event.  



            17             AG CAPLAN:  Michele, if I may quickly before 



            18    the Board continues this discussion.  My recommendation 



            19    if Board members want to view the security plan would be 



            20    to contact you directly one on one.  The challenge is if 



            21    you distribute the plan to all board members 



            22    simultaneously, there are certain disclosure 



            23    requirements under Bagley-Keene, and there's some 



            24    disagreement on whether the district would waive 



            25    essentially the confidential nature of the security plan 
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             1    under Bagley-Keene is not a resolved issue.  



             2             And so my recommendation would be for those 



             3    Board members that want to review that security plan to 



             4    reach out to, Michele, to you directly and you can find 



             5    a way to coordinate essentially one-on-one viewings of 



             6    that plan to make sure that you maintain the 



             7    confidential nature of the security protocols that are 



             8    identified.  



             9             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I'm also -- I agree 



            10    with Josh on that.  And I also think that there's a 



            11    reason why our security plans are confidential.  It's to 



            12    protect the people who attend, but if we're looking for 



            13    a loophole on not to hold a gun show and utilizing, you 



            14    know, the mask wearing as a way to do that.  



            15             I think we should be very careful as a Board 



            16    because we'll have to apply that to even the Fair that 



            17    comes around in July, and that's an event that we would 



            18    really like to implement.  And we also have to apply 



            19    that to the Driving Miz Daisy Market Place show that 



            20    occurs.  But I actually have a question for Josh.  Josh, 



            21    is it currently legal in the State of California to hold 



            22    a gun show?  



            23             AG CAPLAN:  Yes, it is.  The only exception to 



            24    that is there is current legislation that applies to the 



            25    San Diego County fairgrounds, but it remains legal 
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             1    across the other state-owned fairground properties in 



             2    the state.  



             3             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And is there pending 



             4    litigation against San Diego because they chose not to 



             5    hold a gun show on the fairgrounds?  



             6             AG CAPLAN:  Not currently.  That litigation has 



             7    been resolved.  



             8             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  But in Orange 



             9    County it's still okay?  



            10             AG CAPLAN:  Yes.  There's no -- there is no 



            11    legislation in place preventing the 32nd DAA from 



            12    hosting gun shows where guns and ammunition are sold.  



            13             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yeah.  And Michele, 



            14    are you able to actually walk out of the gun show with a 



            15    gun?



            16             CEO RICHARDS:  Well, I'll certainly let Ken or 



            17    Nick Buffa, if they're on the line, to expand, but no -- 



            18    that you are required to apply for purchase of the gun, 



            19    leave it with a third party while the background check 



            20    is done and then only upon passing of that background 



            21    check can the gun be handed over to the purchaser.



            22             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  So all of the same 



            23    safety protocols would apply as if you were walking into 



            24    a gun owner store in a private location so there would 



            25    be sunset laws and all of that?  
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             1             CEO RICHARDS:  That's correct.  



             2             UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  That is not -- that is 



             3    not true for ghost guns.



             4             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I'm sorry.  This is 



             5    discussion for the Board.  Public comment already 



             6    occurred.  Thank you.  Ken, any other comment on that 



             7    front?  



             8             COO KARNS:  No, no further comments, and Nick 



             9    is with us, if we need to round out any information.  



            10             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Any other 



            11    comment from the Board?



            12             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yeah -- 



            13             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yeah, this is -- 



            14             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Oh, sorry.  Go ahead.  



            15             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yeah, this is Director Ruiz.  I 



            16    know some of the people who spoke earlier mentioned 



            17    AR-15s.  Are we selling AR-15s on that gun show?  Does 



            18    anybody know?  



            19             CEO RICHARDS:  I don't know the answer to that, 



            20    Robert.  



            21             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Well, probably not.  Anyhow, 



            22    true.  I know, I've been to these gun shows, and there's 



            23    a lot of safety classes that are being provided to 



            24    people who attend these things.  I ran into this 



            25    individual in public who when we met each other, I 
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             1    introduced myself and I told him I was part of the Board 



             2    and he wanted to thank me without even knowing me, for 



             3    the shows that are being put out on the fairgrounds 



             4    because of the safety courses that him and his wife were 



             5    able to take because of that gun show.  



             6             Again, you know, we're not selling guns during 



             7    Fair time.  That's the way some people are making it 



             8    sound like.  We're not doing that, and we're abiding by 



             9    all the state regulations.  And getting rid of our gun 



            10    show, if we were to do that here, as a Board, which 



            11    we're not here at this moment, this doesn't solve the 



            12    problem that we have in California as far as gun 



            13    violence.  



            14             I have lost family members to gun violence.  



            15    But this doesn't solve our problem.  So, you know, 



            16    again, I've been to it.  Safety classes are being 



            17    offered to people there.  I'm going to take a safety 



            18    class from that place.  So just, you know, it's not all 



            19    what it seems to be like some speakers made it out to 



            20    be.  And so I just want to make sure that we're not -- 



            21    that people know that we're not selling anything illegal 



            22    out of these things, and people can't just walk in there 



            23    with an AR-15 and walk out.  I want to make that clear.  



            24    That's all.  



            25             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Hi, this is Sandra 
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             1    Cervantes.  And I just wanted to make a quick comment.  



             2    I've never been to the gun show, yet, but I do remember 



             3    a few years ago Director Barbara Bagneris went and was 



             4    raving about safety component that Director Ruiz is 



             5    talking about and even purchased an actual gun, I 



             6    believe.  



             7             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Sandra.  



             8    Thank you, Director Cervantes.  Thank you, Director 



             9    Ruiz, and Director Aitken.  Any other additional 



            10    comment?  



            11             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yeah.  I mean, the only 



            12    reason I'm asking operationally for Michele to envoke 



            13    the high-profile event policy is because it enables her 



            14    to have the conversations with the sheriff's department 



            15    with our local stakeholders about the issues that I'm 



            16    raising.  And I think that's important.  I think the 



            17    more that we can show that we've dotted our I's and 



            18    crossed or T's on a safety measure with public safety 



            19    during a pandemic, that is a positive step that we 



            20    should be taking.  



            21             On a second note, if we are not enforcing our 



            22    mask policy during Flying Miz Daisy and during a 



            23    potential Orange County Fair, we are not -- we are 



            24    violating current CDC policy.  So -- I mean, I 



            25    understand saying we don't want to open up that door.  
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             1    That door should not even be cracked, that door should 



             2    be closed.  So Michele, are we not enforcing mask 



             3    wearing when people are going and walking around in a 



             4    very crowded -- 



             5             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Director Aitken, I 



             6    think the issue is -- nobody is insinuating that the 



             7    fairgrounds is not enforcing their mask law.  Actually, 



             8    that's something you're insinuating by invoking this 



             9    other policy.  I -- I mean, I know that there's signage 



            10    everywhere, staff is wearing masks, everybody on the 



            11    facility site is wearing a mask.  



            12             It is state law that anybody who enters a state 



            13    facility needs to wear a mask, so, I mean, I think the 



            14    very fact that you ask to enforce -- or to enact that 



            15    policy for this one particular event is making the 



            16    accusation.  Nobody here is saying that they're not 



            17    enforcing it.  



            18             (Simultaneous Speaking.)



            19             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  I thought you said if we talk 



            20    about this we might be opening the door for mask policy 



            21    enforcement during the Orange County Fair.



            22             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  No.  I'm saying why 



            23    would we enact this if we're already enforcing it?  The 



            24    way I see it is enacting that policy is we're looking 



            25    for a loophole to not hold the gun shows.  
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             1             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Oh, I don't think it's a 



             2    loophole.  I think it's actually just taking extra steps 



             3    to go through that part of our Board policy to make sure 



             4    that we're having the appropriate conversations during a 



             5    pandemic.  It's nothing to do -- I mean, I think that we 



             6    should be doing this.  I don't -- I can't imagine that 



             7    we have more of a high-profile policy event than the one 



             8    that we're having now.  



             9             If we're just asking operationally, if it's 



            10    something that we can do to take the extra steps to 



            11    protect the public and to protect our neighbors on this 



            12    property, it does not -- there's no cost associated with 



            13    it.  It is not something that will, I think -- I mean 



            14    it's more conversations for our staff.  But I think 



            15    they're important conversations to have to protect our 



            16    community.  



            17             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Do you have a copy of 



            18    that policy in front of you?  Because I need to see what 



            19    policy is in it's entirety.  



            20             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes, it's Board Policy 6.04, 



            21    and so it talks about when can the Fair & Event Center 



            22    treat an event as high-profile and one of the events 



            23    talks about noise, lighting, traffic congestion, but it 



            24    also talks about public safety, crowd control, and 



            25    public safety measures, and it goes through and it 
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             1    outlines steps that are questions that we should be 



             2    asked in making that full analysis about 



             3    whether something, you know, whether all the, as I said, 



             4    I's are dotted and T's are crossed.  



             5             And I think these are actually really important 



             6    questions that we should be asking for events such as 



             7    these, including conversations with our neighbors, and 



             8    our neighbor stakeholder, the Chair, which obviously 



             9    you'd be included in these conversations.  And it also 



            10    puts into place several protections for the Orange 



            11    County fairgrounds, payment in full, distribution of the 



            12    security plan to the Fair & Event Center staff.  



            13             I'm just concerned that because the Health Care 



            14    Agency approved a security plan, we should invoke our 



            15    own policy that means that we are also having 



            16    conversations and making sure that we approve that plan.  



            17    It's not -- 



            18             (Simultaneous Speaking.) 



            19             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And Michele -- they 



            20    didn't approve a safety plan, they just approved a 



            21    health -- you know, the Health Care Agency has to 



            22    approve having any event at this point because of the 



            23    current stage of Orange County in terms of tiers so they 



            24    basically just approved the opening or operating of this 



            25    event.  
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             1             They're not approving a safety plan.  It is the 



             2    policy of the OC Fair & Event Center that people have to 



             3    be masked in order to attend an event on our property.  



             4    I believe that -- I was part of the Governing Committee, 



             5    and I believe that the reason we included that policy 



             6    was for high-profile events such as political events 



             7    where we might be hosting a sitting president or 



             8    something like that, not for an event that doesn't even 



             9    bring in 100,000 people over a weekend.  So -- 



            10             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  That's not what the policy 



            11    says.  



            12             (Simultaneous Speaking.)



            13             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  In that case that 



            14    policy should apply to everything that takes place on 



            15    the fairgrounds.  



            16             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Well, it wouldn't apply to 



            17    everything that takes place on the fairgrounds or else 



            18    it wouldn't be a high-profile event policy.  It would 



            19    just be an event policy.  



            20             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Is this the policy 



            21    that is at the discretion of the Board to implement or 



            22    to -- 



            23             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  I think it's operational.  



            24    That's why I'm asking Michele if she could go through 



            25    some of these extra steps.  I think that this is kind of 
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             1    the -- one of the reasons that we invoked this policy.  



             2             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And it is my 



             3    recommendation that we don't go through those steps for 



             4    this particular event.  So -- Michele, you can comment, 



             5    if you -- 



             6             CEO RICHARDS:  No.  I just want to clarify 



             7    something.  I think it's important for all the Board 



             8    members to understand that, yes, you are correct that 



             9    the Orange County Health Care Agency approves all events 



            10    moving forward on the fairgrounds looking at it from a 



            11    COVID health and safety perspective.  



            12             The promoter of the gun show is required to 



            13    submit a detailed security plan to the Orange County 



            14    Sheriff's Department.  And the sheriffs have approved 



            15    that plan.  So county health care doesn't approve the 



            16    security plan.  I just wanted to clarify that.  



            17             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  So who's in charge of 



            18    enforcing mask wearing on our property?  



            19             CEO RICHARDS:  That would be our staff, our 



            20    security staff, our event staff that are, you know, 



            21    on -- boots on the ground.  



            22             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Okay.  Thank you.  



            23             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Any other comment from 



            24    the Board before we throw it on the consent calendar?  



            25    Hearing that there is none, can I get a motion to 









                                                                        123



�





                                                                           





             1    approve the consent calendar?  



             2             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  I so move, Sandra.



             3             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  A second?  



             4             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Doug, second.  



             5             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Can you 



             6    please call roll call, or please -- 



             7             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  A point of clarification.  



             8    This is a draft contract, so we're not voting to approve 



             9    this contract; correct?  



            10             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I think this is a 



            11    voting to approve the contract.  The event takes place 



            12    in March.  



            13             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Okay.  Thank you.  And can we 



            14    pull this item, I guess, from the consent calendar and 



            15    then move the rest of the consent calendar, would that 



            16    be okay, Chair?  



            17             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I don't -- I mean, is 



            18    that necessary?  I feel like we're going to have this 



            19    conversation again in March, and the event is going to 



            20    be about a week later.  So we should probably just deal 



            21    with the issue now.  Is there anything outstanding, 



            22    Chair Aitken -- or Director Aitken?  



            23             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  No.  I'm just saying can we 



            24    then just table this specific contract and move the rest 



            25    of the consent calendar?  
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             1             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I would prefer not to 



             2    pull it.  Any other comments from the Board on pulling 



             3    it, or the benefits of pulling it?  At this time I would 



             4    like to take the consent calendar as a whole.  Summer, 



             5    can you please take roll call?  



             6             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?  



             7             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.  



             8             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?  



             9             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.  



            10             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes? 



            11             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.  



            12             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz?  



            13             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.  



            14             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Aitken?  



            15             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  I'm voting no because it 



            16    contains this contract, which I do not approve.  But I 



            17    would approve the rest of the consent calendar.  



            18             SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Director Kovacevich?  



            19             DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yes.



            20             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  



            21             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I just want to say 



            22    thank you to everybody who came and spoke on this issue.  



            23    I know gun violence is a very -- it's a personal issue 



            24    to many people, including myself.  Safety is key, and 



            25    approving this contract is no -- in any way not saying 
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             1    that we don't care about the things you care about.  



             2             So thank you for coming today before the Board 



             3    and we appreciate you participating in this meeting.  At 



             4    this time I'd like to move on to agenda Item 10B.  And 



             5    we have a presentation commemorating Black History 



             6    Month.  At this time I'd like to turn it over to 



             7    Community Affairs Committee, Director Kovacevich and 



             8    Director Ruiz.



             9             DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  All right.  Give me one 



            10    second.  Sorry.  While I pull up my notes.  Okay.  Thank 



            11    you, Chair Rubalcava-Garcia.  Appreciate the opportunity 



            12    to present for Black History Month.  You know, this is 



            13    another opportunity for the Board and specifically the 



            14    Community Affairs Committee to, you know, showcase an 



            15    important part of the Orange County community, which is 



            16    the members of our community who are black and should be 



            17    extra celebrated this month.  Should be celebrated all 



            18    of this month and so we put -- we put together this 



            19    presentation.  



            20             And I'll narrate the first half, and then I'll 



            21    turn it over to Director Ruiz.  If we go to the next 



            22    slide.  All right.  So Black History Month was 



            23    established to recognize and celebrate the achievements 



            24    of African Americans and their role in US history.  



            25             Let's see if I'm in the right -- I think we go 
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             1    to the next slide.  Sorry.  Oh, no.  This is the slide.  



             2    Okay.  We got everyone there.  So let's go through the 



             3    pictures here from left to right.  Sorry.  Last idea, I 



             4    messed up there.  Okay.  We have Maya Angelou, poet and 



             5    activist.  We have Martin Luther -- Dr. Martin Luther 



             6    King Jr., minister and activist.  Muhammad Ali, boxer 



             7    and activist.  George Washington Carver, agricultural 



             8    scientist.  



             9             And on the bottom row from left to right we 



            10    have Harriet Tubman, abolitionist and activist.  



            11    President Barack Obama and First Lady Michele Obama.  We 



            12    have Rosa Parks, of course activist, and we have 



            13    Frederick Douglass, who was an abolitionist and a public 



            14    speaker.  So that was some great folks from our history.  



            15             Next slide here we have, you know, we're 



            16    showing a major part of the African-American history in 



            17    California.  It started with the second great migration 



            18    where African Americans residing in the southern part of 



            19    the United States who were trying to escape extreme 



            20    racism and segregation migrated North and West including 



            21    to Southern California to better their lives with job 



            22    opportunities in the thriving industrial revolution.  



            23             From 1940 to 1970 approximately five million 



            24    African American took part in the migration.  And by 



            25    1970 approximately 750,000 had settled in the Los 
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             1    Angeles area alone.  Onto the next slide.  All right.  



             2    On this slide we are going to look at some prominent 



             3    Orange County Black leaders.  And in our county it's 



             4    only 2.1 percent African-American population.  But there 



             5    are many who have reached prominent leadership status 



             6    here in Orange County.  



             7             So going, again, left to right.  We have here 



             8    Mayor Leticia Clark from the City of Tustin.  We have 



             9    Chancellor Linda Rose from Santa Ana College, and from 



            10    the OC Black Chamber, President Bobby McDonald, also a 



            11    board member for the Heroes Hall Veterans Foundation.  



            12    We have some local leaders and on this slide we have 



            13    just as of a few weeks ago, our new Secretary of State 



            14    Shirley Weber who was just sworn in by Governor Gavin 



            15    Newsom.  



            16             And then speaking of Heroes Hall, we have here 



            17    Lieutenant Colonel Robert Friend was one of the last 



            18    surviving members of the distinguished group of pilots 



            19    known as the Tuskegee airmen.  He was assigned to the 



            20    332nd fighter group and was stationed in Europe during 



            21    World War II.  As a skillful pilot of the P47 and P51 



            22    single engine planes Lieutenant Colonel Friend flew as 



            23    the wingman for the commodore of the group, Colonel 



            24    Davis.  



            25             Lieutenant Colonel Friend also served as combat 
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             1    operations officer at the squadron and group levels.  In 



             2    this capacity he was responsible for planning and 



             3    organizing the implementation of strategic and tactical 



             4    air missions for the organization.  Bob loved flying so 



             5    much that he opted to stay in the military for the next 



             6    30 years, also serving in Vietnam.  He later headed up 



             7    the unidentified aerial phenomena program which 



             8    identified UFOs brought to the attention of the Air 



             9    Force.  



            10             Lieutenant Colonel Friend left the military in 



            11    1972 and moved to Irvine at the time of his death on     



            12    June 21st, 2019 at the age of 99.  Lieutenant Colonel 



            13    Robert Friend was one of just 12 remaining Tuskegee 



            14    airmen.  We are very honored to have Bob Friend 



            15    represented -- or represent the World War II veterans at 



            16    the groundbreaking ceremony at Heroes Hall.  Now I'll 



            17    turn it over to Director Ruiz to finish the 



            18    presentation.  Thank you, Director.  



            19             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Great.  Thank you, Director 



            20    Kovacevich.  As we see here in slide number seven, hold 



            21    on.  I want to make sure we're on the right slide, and 



            22    I'm on the right page here.  Okay.  In 1994 George 



            23    Carver because the first African American to earn a 



            24    Bachelor of Science degree from Iowa State University.  



            25    Impressed by Carver's research, his professors asked him 
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             1    to stay on for graduate study, and he earned his 



             2    master's degree in agriculture.  



             3             From tradition started centuries ago, George 



             4    Washington Carver, African-American farmer who changed 



             5    his life through Southern California throughout the 



             6    state.  The local programs listed here teach kids and 



             7    adults how to farm sustainable and healthy fruits and 



             8    vegetables as well as teach how to cook healthy dishes 



             9    with fruits and vegetables that they cultivate.  Move on 



            10    to slide number eight.  



            11             Also here is some more history here in this 



            12    slide here.  Some interesting facts about Black History 



            13    Month:  Black History Month started as Black History 



            14    Week launched by the Black US Historian, Carter G 



            15    Woodson in 1926.  In 1976 president Gerald Ford 



            16    officially recognized Black History Month which is also 



            17    celebrated in Canada in February and in October in 



            18    Ireland, the Netherlands and the United States Kingdom.  



            19             The cartoon character Betty Boop was a 



            20    depiction of Ester Jones, an African-American jazz 



            21    singer and actress from Harlem, New York.  The Lone 



            22    Rangers real name was Bass Reeves who was born a slave 



            23    and escaped to an Indian territory during the Civil War.  



            24    Next slide here is how can we observe Black History 



            25    Month?  We ask ourselves, and there's many ways of doing 
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             1    it, of course.  



             2             What are some of the interesting ways we can do 



             3    that is one is to explore the art of Ernie Barnes and 



             4    his famous painting that's shown in the credit for the 



             5    1970s show, Good Times.  One of my favorite paintings, 



             6    the other one too is read the writings of Langston 



             7    Hughes, deep in the Harlem Renaissance movement was also 



             8    well known for his poetry -- his poetry writing.  



             9             Also, listen to the sounds of Billie Holiday 



            10    known for songs like God Bless the Child, and Blue Moon 



            11    or the music of John Coltrane best known for his album, 



            12    Love Supreme.  Also a Motown -- Motown is a classic 



            13    label known for artists like Stevey Wonder, Diana Ross, 



            14    The Supreme's, Marvin Gayve and many, many more.  



            15             Philadelphia Soul is music based out of 



            16    Philadelphia and known for artists like and O'Jays.  If 



            17    you want to be inspired, listen to Martin Luther King's 



            18    I Have a Dream, and last and number five and if you find 



            19    time hopefully to support many of the Black-owned 



            20    businesses not only here throughout Orange County but 



            21    throughout the State of California of course.  Now we go 



            22    to slide number 10.  



            23             Support your Black-owned businesses, as I 



            24    mentioned.  There's tons of them.  More than, you know, 



            25    most people would know and I want to thank Bobby 
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             1    McDonald for providing these to us here.  As you see the 



             2    list we have plenty of good places to eat.  Roscoes 



             3    Chicken N Waffles, Hambone's BBQ Bar and Grill, which I 



             4    like.  I've been there.  It's absolutely delicious.  



             5             So again, there's a list.  If you want to, you 



             6    know, take them down, please do so, and by all means, go 



             7    and patronize places.  They have great food and they 



             8    provide a great service as well.  So move on to the next 



             9    slide.  So while the Black community only makes about 



            10    2.1 percent of Orange County's population -- makes up 



            11    double that amount in attendance at the annual OC Fair.  



            12             We are grateful to the Black community for the 



            13    many contributions to the Orange County, and 



            14    particularly to their support of the OC Fair & Event 



            15    Center.  And we just want to, you know, keep our doors 



            16    open, and, you know, to the Black community and keep 



            17    celebrating the history of the Black community as we 



            18    move forward here.  And that concludes our report for 



            19    this slideshow here.  I want to thank the staff and 



            20    everybody, Michele helped put it together and thank 



            21    Director Kovacevich for helping me out with this.  Thank 



            22    you.  



            23             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director 



            24    Ruiz and Director Kovacevich.  I also want to just kind 



            25    of just throw a shout out to Thane Hollman who I know 
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             1    he's a OC Fair staff.  I know he was instrumental in 



             2    supporting the Board and putting this presentation 



             3    together in celebration of Black History Month.  So 



             4    thank you, Thane.  



             5             CEO RICHARDS:  And Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, we 



             6    have the video that was submitted to us to commemorate 



             7    Black History Month on behalf of the OC Black Chamber.  



             8             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I will switch over the 



             9    screen.  If you give me just a moment.  



            10             (OC Fair Board Black History Month Appreciation 



            11    Video from OC Black Chamber 2021)



            12             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, and I 



            13    believe we have one public comment on this topic or 



            14    agenda item.  



            15             SECRETARY ANGUS:  We do.  Reggie Mundekis, when 



            16    you're ready.



            17             REGGIE MUNDEKIS:  Hi.  I'm Reggie Mundekis and 



            18    thank you for this opportunity to address you on this 



            19    matter.  I congratulate this Board on recognizing our 



            20    diverse communities with this presentation and a prior 



            21    presentation for Hispanic Heritage Month.  These 



            22    presentations and commemorations remind us of where we 



            23    have been, what we have accomplished, and what's remains 



            24    to be accomplished.  



            25             We can keep looking forward by commemorating 
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             1    other groups which represent our diverse communities 



             2    throughout our years.  Each of these commemorations can 



             3    be an opportunity to build bridges in these communities 



             4    which can bring new business and visitors to our OC 



             5    fairgrounds.  



             6             Some ideas include a welcome -- celebrating 



             7    Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day in March which fits 



             8    well with the mission of Heroes Hall.  A celebration of 



             9    Cesar Chavez Day in March which also ties into our 



            10    agriculture mission.  Celebrating Asian-American and 



            11    Pacific Islander Heritage Month in May and 



            12    Filipino-American History Month in October to celebrate 



            13    our broad Asian and Filipino communities, by the way Sea 



            14    Food City in Irvine which is a great supermarket is a 



            15    Filipino supermarket.  



            16             The California Sikh community has their 



            17    Sikh-American awareness appreciation month in November 



            18    along with Native American Heritage Month.  The Sikh 



            19    temple in Santa Ana has a food bank which has been 



            20    serving people throughout the pandemic, and Sikhs are 



            21    also represented in the Central Valley as farmers and 



            22    truck drivers and also Costa Mesa was home to 



            23    Native-Americans before we all moved in here and took 



            24    away their home.  So just some things to think about to 



            25    keep the ball rolling and keep us moving forward at 









                                                                        134



�





                                                                           





             1    representing our diverse Orange County communities.  



             2    Thank you.  



             3             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Reggie.  



             4    Those are great suggestions.  Thank you, everybody.  So 



             5    moving on to Action Item C, review of the OC Fair 



             6    planning and consideration and vote on the 2021 dates.  



             7    And this is an action item.  



             8             CEO RICHARDS:  Okay.  I think I can take it 



             9    from here.  Since the August 2020 Board of Directors 



            10    meeting, staff has made monthly presentations regarding 



            11    planning for the 2021 OC Fair.  During last month's 



            12    Board meeting, Directors La Belle and Cervantes 



            13    suggested it might be prudent to consider moving the 



            14    Fair dates to the fall to allow more time for Orange 



            15    County to reach that required 70 percent immunity level 



            16    that we're all looking for.  



            17             At that meeting, Chair Rubalcava-Garcia 



            18    requested that the item be placed on this agenda for 



            19    discussion by the Board.  So I know it's been a very 



            20    long meeting, and we appreciate everyone's patience.  



            21    I'm just going to very quickly run through the few 



            22    slides that we presented last month regarding the return 



            23    of the 2020 OC Fair.  



            24             So I'll remind the Board that when we submitted 



            25    and the Board approved our 2021 budget, it included a 
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             1    Fair based on 50 percent attendance and based on 



             2    conversations and research by the OC Health Care Agency, 



             3    the agency believes that our ability to host a Fair with 



             4    75 percent attendance is quite reasonable by July.  So 



             5    we put together a plan A, which is we're calling it a 



             6    Modified Plus Fair that would include a 23-day Fair, 



             7    tickets purchased in advance, a 45,000 per person cap in 



             8    attendance per day.  



             9             The Fair would be dark on Mondays and Tuesdays 



            10    and run our normal dates which next year would be    



            11    July 15 through August 14.  If that trend in immunity is 



            12    not moving in the right direction by April then our 



            13    recommendation would be to move to a plan B and that 



            14    would be to look at fall dates.  Since the Board meeting 



            15    in January, we have had discussions with our major Fair 



            16    partners.  And we have been able to secure dates 



            17    beginning in late August through the third week of 



            18    September.  And I'll expand a little bit more in a 



            19    minute.  



            20             If by July we're still not trending in the 



            21    right direction then our plan would be to go to plan C, 



            22    which would be to pivot to a drive-thru Fair experience, 



            23    sort of like a kicked-up version of the Fair Food Drive 



            24    drive-thru that we did this past fall.  Okay.  So plan A 



            25    includes -- sorry.  July 16 through August 15, 23-days, 
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             1    Mondays and Tuesdays dark.  



             2             Last month the Board approved ticket pricing 



             3    Wednesdays and Thursdays at twelve dollars, Friday 



             4    Saturday and Sunday at fourteen dollars and then of 



             5    course seven dollars for kids and seniors.  Again, 



             6    45,000 per day attendance cap, tickets purchased in 



             7    advance online.  We would suspend super-pass sales so 



             8    that we obviously could control that attendance 



             9    every day.  



            10             The Pacific Amphitheater and Hanger, the county 



            11    health care believes that both of those venues will be 



            12    able to have full capacity by July.  But again, we would 



            13    make adjustments if need be.  We are not advocating for 



            14    programming the Action Sports Arena.  We will use that 



            15    for back-of-house storage.  We're looking at moving the 



            16    pig races to Park Plaza.  Again, it's a very, very 



            17    popular event, but it will give us a lot more room in 



            18    Park Plaza.  



            19             We're not going to put up an Explorium tent 



            20    this year but we will still have the kids programming 



            21    and that will move to another area.  And then the 



            22    programming inside our buildings, the exhibits -- the 



            23    competitive exhibits and shopping, will shuffle around a 



            24    bit.  And of course our marketing and communications 



            25    teams will launch a robust campaign to educate our Fair 
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             1    goers on how to fair this year.  



             2             Concessionaires and merchants will be adjusted 



             3    to fit the new attendance level.  We're not going to 



             4    need as many as we typically have since we'll be at an 



             5    attendance cap per day.  Our gate procedures will change 



             6    with potential new scanning equipment that will help 



             7    move those lines much more quickly and provide for much 



             8    more social distancing.  



             9             We're talking about being able to park on-site 



            10    and at Orange Coast College if we do the Fair in the 



            11    summer.  I talked about Action Sports Arena for 



            12    back-of-house storage.  And then there will be obviously 



            13    some overall layout changes that will be necessary.  And 



            14    just some follow-up items.  We are, again, working with 



            15    the Orange County Heath Care Agency on mandates for 



            16    wearing masks.  



            17             Vaccinations is probably -- proof of vaccine is 



            18    probably not something that is logistically possible for 



            19    us but again, we're working with the Health Care Agency 



            20    as that new information emerges as well.  Limited 



            21    on-site sales for those who don't have access to 



            22    computers.  We're looking at all of our community give 



            23    back programs to see how we might be able to integrate 



            24    those into a post-COVID world.  And then we're -- we've 



            25    reforecast our budget for the Board to consider as well.  









                                                                        138



�





                                                                           





             1    And then, of course, continuing to work on lots and lots 



             2    of details.  



             3             So as I mentioned, we have been able to secure 



             4    some back up dates for late August, September, if the 



             5    Board chooses to do that.  But we feel it would be very 



             6    important as the Board discusses this topic today to 



             7    focus on some important considerations.  So August 25th 



             8    through September 19th dates have been secured if we 



             9    decide to go to a plan B Fair.  



            10             But the Board should consider the availability 



            11    of other key partners and contractors, and our team is 



            12    working to get those confirmations as we speak.  The 



            13    number of Fair dates possible in the Summer is 23.  It 



            14    would be cut by two if we did a fall Fair, and the Board 



            15    should consider the profitability of each.  



            16             Just to give you a rough idea, if we are able 



            17    to have the Summer Fair, we're looking at the Fair 



            18    generating about 13 million dollars in net proceeds 



            19    compared to a September Fair which would be about 11 



            20    million dollars.  Okay.  Now that's not -- that's not 



            21    the bottom line for the budget.  That's just the Fair 



            22    pulled out from there.  



            23             The overall budget if we are -- if we're able 



            24    to have the Fair in the Summer, would be flat.  And if 



            25    we move to the fall, our bottom line for the entire year 
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             1    budget we're projecting would come in at about a 2.4 



             2    million dollar loss for the year.  The Board should 



             3    consider the availability of off-site parking.  We rely 



             4    heavily on Orange Coast College and Davis Elementary to 



             5    park vehicles and shuttle our patrons in.  Unfortunately 



             6    in the fall, that wouldn't be available as those schools 



             7    will be back in session and the amount of traffic that 



             8    might be generated in the area because of that as well.  



             9             We will most definitely need to secure paid 



            10    off-site parking not paid for the patron rather, but 



            11    paid for the OC Fair & Event Center and hire shuttles to 



            12    bring our guests in.  So that would be a, you know, 



            13    significant added expense.  Many of you have read in the 



            14    news over the last couple of days that our main Southern 



            15    California theme parks like Disneyland and Six Flags 



            16    have announced openings in the spring.  Certainly the 



            17    county's need to possibly use us as a vaccination 



            18    site might be taken into considering.  



            19             We would advocate if we did fall dates to move 



            20    our junior livestock auction to coincide with the end of 



            21    the school year, which is when the students are ready to 



            22    show their animals and bring them to market.  So we 



            23    would make that a separate event outside of Fair.  We 



            24    already have a number of events already booked in 



            25    September representing about 845,000 dollars in 
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             1    projected revenue.  If these events cannot be rebooked, 



             2    obviously that would be lost revenue.  And our sales 



             3    team is working on seeing if there's a possibility to 



             4    rebook those.  



             5             The Pacific Amphitheater concerts and the 



             6    possibility of having a summer and a fall series, but 



             7    the Board should understand that the sound limits will 



             8    change in the fall and they become much stricter outside 



             9    of those typical Summer Fair dates.  The Board should 



            10    also consider if we do a Fair in the fall, school will 



            11    be in session and what will the impact on our attendance 



            12    be?  



            13             And since we rely so heavily on high school 



            14    students, college students, and teachers for our 



            15    seasonal employment, will those people be available in 



            16    the fall as well?  Certainly whether is a consideration.  



            17    We have such beautiful weather mid July to mid August 



            18    and then it quite often gets much warmer late in August 



            19    and into September.  You know, as we continue to work 



            20    closely with the OC Health Care Agency, what are those 



            21    requirements going to be -- continue to be for mandatory 



            22    face covering and our responsibility to monitor and 



            23    enforce that.  



            24             And then, you know, if we do move to the fall, 



            25    the opportunity to plan programming around a new fall 
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             1    festival theme is pretty interesting too.  So those are 



             2    kind of some of the big picture items that we would 



             3    request the Board to consider as they debate whether to 



             4    maybe hold off another 45 to 60 days to make a decision 



             5    or whether a decision might be made to, you know, to go 



             6    with a fall Fair today.  So.  Happy to ask -- answer any 



             7    additional questions the Board might have.  



             8             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, CEO 



             9    Richards, for that updates.  Any comment or question 



            10    from the Board before we take public comment?  



            11             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Natalie, this is Doug.  



            12    I'd like to hear the public comments first, if you don't 



            13    mind before we -- I've got a series of questions I would 



            14    like to ask, but I'd like to get input from those in 



            15    attendance first.  



            16             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Great 



            17    suggestion, Director La Belle.  Summer, can we please 



            18    take pulic comment?  



            19             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Sure.  We have Dr. Jeffrey 



            20    Horn, followed by Reggie Mundekis, Wess Alcot, and 



            21    Heather Hernandez.  Dr. Horn, when you're ready.  



            22    Dr. Jeffry Horn?  You're muted.  Okay.  I'll circle 



            23    back.  I'll go to the next of speaker.  Reggie Mundekis, 



            24    when you're ready.  



            25             REGGIE MUNDEKIS:  Hi.  Reggie Mundekis.  Thank 
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             1    you for this opportunity to address you today.  I am not 



             2    understanding something about what's proposed to do for 



             3    the Fair when it's held in the normal time slot or later 



             4    in the year.  The issue is regarding the use of the Pac 



             5    Amp and the Hanger.  The overall Fair event is going to 



             6    be socially distanced with reduced capacity, both for 



             7    vendors, concessionaires, and patrons.  However, the 



             8    proposal is that the Pac Amp and the Hanger will be sold 



             9    at full capacity.  



            10             I don't understand how this will work because 



            11    both of those venues when sold at full capacity, have 



            12    people sitting shoulder to shoulder, not moving.  In 



            13    addition both of these venues sell food, beverages, and 



            14    alcohol which require a patron to remove their mask to 



            15    consume.  So we are having a closed, packed, seated 



            16    event where people are eating and drinking while they 



            17    are listening to music.  



            18             So I'm trying to work through how this is going 



            19    to safe and the inconsistency with the way the entire 



            20    event is being presented.  And I also need to go check 



            21    the sound monitoring agreement regarding the sound 



            22    limits.  I recall that there's two types of sound limits 



            23    for Fair time and for year-round when year-round is at a 



            24    lower level.  



            25             Fair time is a little bit higher level because 









                                                                        143



�





                                                                           





             1    you have the background noise of the Fair.  So I'm 



             2    thinking that if the Fair was moved later in the year, 



             3    the Fair time limits would apply regardless of the fact 



             4    that it's -- the Fair is being held later in the year.  



             5    You know, so let me just check that, but I do have 



             6    questions about how we'er doing the Pac Amp and the 



             7    Hanger at full capacity.  I'm just not understanding 



             8    that.  Thank you.  



             9             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Reggie.  Wes 



            10    Alcott, when you're ready.  



            11             WES ALCOTT:  Yes.  Thank you.  So actually I 



            12    have kind of a speech planned for this, but Ms. Richards 



            13    had mention in thing that you guys are taking into 



            14    consideration the junior livestock option.  My goal was 



            15    to talk to you guys about making sure that livestock was 



            16    part of you guys's planning for the Fair given that 



            17    these kids have spent so much time and effort with their 



            18    projects and that they all look forward to it.  



            19             And I know a lot of you Board members come to 



            20    the auction and you come to the different shows and you 



            21    kind of see that.  Is there any way just to confirm that 



            22    yes, the livestock shows and auction is in your plan for 



            23    July, if that happens?  



            24             CEO RICHARDS:  If the July Fair is able to 



            25    happen, yes, we would do the junior livestock auction as 
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             1    normal.  If we have to move the Fair dates to the fall, 



             2    we would still do a junior livestock event either 



             3    virtually or in person to coincide with the end of the 



             4    school year so that the students don't miss out on that 



             5    opportunity.  



             6             WES ALCOTT: Great.  Great.  Thank you so much.  



             7    I really do appreciate you taking matters into account.  



             8             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Thank you, Wes.  



             9    Heather Hernandez, when you're ready.  



            10             HEATHER HERNANDEZ:  Hello, this is Heather 



            11    Hernandez.  And yeah I was also just going to bring up 



            12    the livestock.  I have kids in 4-H in the county.  And 



            13    one thing I'm a little concerned about, you were talking 



            14    about potentially moving livestock to coincide with the 



            15    end of the school year if you have to have a fall Fair.  



            16             And I think that that might not work for a lot 



            17    of kids because they already -- their animals won't be 



            18    big enough to sell at the end of the school year which 



            19    is May because they all got their animals to be ready in 



            20    July.  So another consideration you might think of is 



            21    holding the junior livestock in the same sort of time 



            22    frame so that the kids animals are actually ready for 



            23    the junior livestock option at a normal time.  



            24             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Heather.  One more 



            25    call for Dr. Jeffrey Horn, when you're ready.  
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             1             JEFFREY HORN:  Yeah.  Sorry.  I was having 



             2    technical problems before.  So, yeah, I'm actually in 



             3    agreement with the last person, you know, making sure 



             4    that the animals are here to be ready for Fair.  So if 



             5    it's possible, if you don't have a tradition OC Fair in 



             6    July to maybe plan to have the, you know, livestock show 



             7    at that time because that's when the animals were 



             8    prepped and, you know, when they're bought for the 



             9    purpose of being ready for the livestock show.  



            10             I certainly have some questions in regards to 



            11    the auction itself, whether it be an in-person auction 



            12    or not or that it have to be an online silent action, 



            13    which is certainly less preferable.  Because these kids 



            14    rely on trying to at least recoup some of the money that 



            15    they spent on these animals in feeding and caring for 



            16    them.  I do also have questions in regards if we do have 



            17    a traditional Fair for the parents to make sure that 



            18    they are going to be there to be with the children of 



            19    the system but also be able to watch them perform.  



            20             And also making sure that there is adequate 



            21    place, spacing for the parents of that kind of that back 



            22    area, you know, that we had traditionally just to know 



            23    there'll be some social distancing guidelines and what 



            24    not in making sure there's adequate space for them 



            25    because it can get sometimes to be a little bit crowded 
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             1    at times.  As well as adequate sanitation for, you know, 



             2    for, you know places where people wash their hands and 



             3    dishes and things like that have been problems in 



             4    previous years.  



             5             Just really important to make sure that no 



             6    matter what we do that there is a junior livestock show 



             7    for these kids.  They've missed out completely last 



             8    year.  Virtual Fairs just is don't cut it.  And it's 



             9    extremely important to make sure that they can still get 



            10    the experience for a lot of these kids who are still in 



            11    online only school.  This is their only time outside of 



            12    the home, and it's the only time there's really like any 



            13    interaction with their peep in person probably socially 



            14    distance and it's crucial for them to make sure that 



            15    they get this experience that they need.  And thank you 



            16    very much.  



            17             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  Chair 



            18    Rubalcava-Garcia, that concludes public comment on this 



            19    time.  



            20             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, everybody, 



            21    for your comments and feedback on the Fair.  Thank you, 



            22    Michele, for your presentation and update.  Is there any 



            23    other questions from the Board on this topic?  



            24             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Natalie, I have a few 



            25    questions I'd like to ask and a couple of issues that 
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             1    I'd like to raise to the Board's consideration.  I guess 



             2    this is this listed on the agenda as an action item, so 



             3    we could provide some policy direction to staff should 



             4    the Board so desire to do that, am I correct in that?  



             5             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.  



             6             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  First question I 



             7    have the same question that Reggie has raised in terms 



             8    of her comments.  You know, on the one hand, we're go 



             9    going to be practicing social distancing.  We're going 



            10    to be limiting the number of attendees.  You're going to 



            11    have to, you know, book your time at the Fair ahead o 



            12    time, et cetera, et cetera, et cetera.  



            13             And yet we're contemplating full capacity in 



            14    the Pacific Amphitheater and the Hanger.  How is that 



            15    going to work and meet the county requirements relative 



            16    to face masks and everything else that we're going to 



            17    need to bring into account?  



            18             CEO RICHARDS:  I think that's a great question.  



            19    Director La Belle.  Keep in mind that that full capacity 



            20    was based on projections given to us by Dr. Chau and his 



            21    team at the OC Health Care Agency.  The 75 percent 



            22    capacity is something that staff has recommended for the 



            23    Fair overall.  At the time the Health Care Agency was 



            24    also suggesting that we would not necessarily need to 



            25    cap attendance for the Fair either, but we felt it was 
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             1    prudent to do that.  



             2             So I'll just reiterate, again, that while the 



             3    full capacity in the Hanger and the Amphitheater are 



             4    possible, that's something that we may not be able to 



             5    predict at this point, and we're going to watch the 



             6    numbers closely.  We're going to continue to work very, 



             7    very closely with the OC Health Care Agency and make the 



             8    appropriate adjustments as new information becomes 



             9    available to us.  



            10             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Thank you.  I'm -- 



            11    I'm a glass is half full guy, but right now my glass is 



            12    sort of cracked, and I'm normally pretty much an 



            13    optimism but there seems to be so much continuing 



            14    confusion out there relative to vaccinations and supply 



            15    et cetera, et cetera that I do have some concerns.  What 



            16    is the Board's absolute drop dead date in terms of 



            17    deciding whether it will be a Summer Fair or whether it 



            18    will be a fall Fair.  



            19             CEO RICHARDS:  Yeah.  Last year the Board had a 



            20    special meeting.  I believe it was held on April 11th of 



            21    last year -- made the decision to cancel the 2020 OC 



            22    Fair.  I think we've set a go/no go date.  It absolutely 



            23    cannot go later than that.  We just have too many moving 



            24    pieces to be able to, you know, to make that call.  



            25    Although, you know, a lot can change in those 45, 50 
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             1    days.  So I would say at the very latest looking at that 



             2    week right after Easter would be preferable.  



             3             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Now, when is Disneyland 



             4    going to open?  What is their current schedule been 



             5    approved because that obviously would be a very good 



             6    template to follow in terms of protocols and things like 



             7    that.  



             8             CEO RICHARDS:  Right.  There haven't been, to 



             9    my knowledge, please, someone, correct me if I'm wrong.  



            10    There has been a specific date that has been pinpointed 



            11    but both Six Flags and Disneyland indicated spring.  



            12    That they would be reopening in the spring, and I know 



            13    Six Flags indicated they would be reopening all of their 



            14    theme parks and amusement parks throughout the country 



            15    in the spring.  



            16             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  And now, Michele, it's my 



            17    understanding that San Diego Fair will hot be held this 



            18    year, nor will the LA county Fair, is that a fair 



            19    statement?  



            20             CEO RICHARDS:  Yes.  So both San Diego and LA 



            21    have indicated to us that they are not in a position to 



            22    have a full Fair this year but they are both hoping to 



            23    have some sort of a Fair like celebration in the fall, 



            24    but, you know, dates have not been announced and plans 



            25    are not in place that, you know, have been shared with 
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             1    us at this time.  



             2             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  What is precluding us 



             3    from considering moving it either even later into the 



             4    fall.  I understand obviously the later you go, the 



             5    weather gets more problematic.  But if we were to go in 



             6    late September to say mid October, what would precludes 



             7    us from doing that?  



             8             CEO RICHARDS:  Well, it certainly doesn't 



             9    preclude us, but we would not be able to have RCS 



            10    partner with us.  They have commitments for two of the 



            11    Fairs in Arizona.  Mainly, the Arizona State Fair, which 



            12    will take place beginning I think it's October 3rd is 



            13    their start date.  



            14             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Are there other options 



            15    available to the Board besides RCS or are we limited by 



            16    our contract with them?  



            17             CEO RICHARDS:  I don't believe we are limited 



            18    by our of contact.  You know, Ken, you can verify that.  



            19    He knows that contact very well, but the problem would 



            20    be the availability of a comparable carnival as you can 



            21    imagine, lots of Fairs throughout the United States are 



            22    clamoring for back up dates for the fall.  So I think it 



            23    would be very -- I don't think that we should count on a 



            24    carnival that could service us being available in 



            25    October.  
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             1             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Have we had any 



             2    conversations with the entertainment folks relative to 



             3    moving concerts to the fall those dates that you 



             4    outlined and maybe having a combination of both some 



             5    during the summer and some on into the fall.  We had 



             6    some earlier speakers on other items seem to express an 



             7    interest in maybe, you know, in maybe expanding it even 



             8    further.  Obviously that becomes a revenue producing 



             9    opportunity if we can.  Has Dan or Lisa had any 



            10    conversations in that regard?  



            11             CEO RICHARDS:  Yes.  Ongoing conversations.  In 



            12    fact, they have conversations everyday with the agents, 



            13    and so while we still have some dates booked for the 



            14    summer, I believe there are 11 bookings for a summer 



            15    concert series.  But, you know, the possibility of doing 



            16    a fall series is very much in play.  



            17             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Just to comment on 



            18    the rest for the rest of the Board and yourself on 



            19    moving it to when after school is started.  That is not 



            20    necessarily going to be a problem at least from my 



            21    perspective.  The LA County Fair has always been 



            22    starting basically the first week of school.  



            23             And from my Chino Hills Days, we had Chino 



            24    Hills Day at the Fair just like we have the cities in 



            25    Orange County.  And what we did, we had a very active 
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             1    community committee and they did a Sponsor a Bus 



             2    program, you know, whatever the amount was.  



             3             And on that Chino Hills Day at the Fair we had 



             4    literally thousands -- well not thousands but a couple 



             5    thousand grade school kids from Chino Hills that 



             6    attended the Fair and they -- our community services 



             7    department and public services -- we had a very 



             8    extensive interactive program that we did at the Fair.  



             9             They don't do that anymore, but I can certainly 



            10    get all of the background information on that program 



            11    and how it worked and I would do that and -- 



            12             (Simultaneous Speaking.)



            13             And I guess my last question is whether the 



            14    Fair is in July, August, September, October, I think 



            15    it's important that the Board establish some protocols 



            16    for what we're going to do when the Fair takes place 



            17    relative to obviously we'll meet whatever state 



            18    requirements are placed upon us by the governor's office 



            19    and what county requirements are placed upon us.  



            20             But the Fair, itself, is not an essential 



            21    service.  It's obviously very important to the 



            22    community, but we need to make sure that those that are 



            23    in attendance at the Fair are fully masked, that 



            24    protocol is handled.  And you mentioned earlier that 



            25    vaccinations may not be a requirement, explain that to 
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             1    me a little bit, in terms of, you know, how we can -- 



             2    how we can best make sure that we keep the Fair as safe 



             3    for all of our patrons as we possibly can.  



             4             And, again, I think the Board needs to, not 



             5    necessarily today, but maybe next month for sure we need 



             6    to say okay, when we have a Fair, these are the 



             7    protocols that are going to be in place.  And that may 



             8    very well mean that certain individuals will not want to 



             9    attend or be able to attend because of those protocols, 



            10    but as important as it is, it's a -- the Fair is a 



            11    nonessential type of activity.  



            12             CEO RICHARDS:  Sure.  Let me take a couple of 



            13    questions that you asked or issues that you brought up.  



            14    I tend to agree with you about the school field trip 



            15    opportunities with school back in session.  I know that 



            16    LA County Fair has been very, very successful with that 



            17    over the years and, you know, our team will certainly 



            18    coordinate with theirs on how best to do that.  



            19             But the concern is with school in session 



            20    because we are surrounded by schools.  That, you know, 



            21    Vanguard students would be back in session.  Orange 



            22    Coast College would be back in session.  Costa Mesa High 



            23    School, Costa Mesa Middle School, and Davis Elementary 



            24    School will all be back in session.  So, yes, while that 



            25    might have an effect on the attendance during the day, 
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             1    the bigger concern is the lack of availability of 



             2    off-site parking that we count on quite a bit.  



             3             And the added expense of trying to find 



             4    off-site parking, which has not been very successful, 



             5    and if that's the case then we would have to pair back 



             6    our attendance expectation so that we know that we can 



             7    park people in our interior lots without negatively 



             8    impacting the area sounding the fairgrounds because 



             9    there'll be lots of additional traffic in the area with 



            10    school in session and the Fair going on.  



            11             With regard to proof of vaccination, it seems 



            12    like such a great idea, and I, you know, I'm certainly 



            13    an advocate until you start to look at the operational 



            14    aspects of it.  The county health care in Orange County 



            15    has potentially been working on an app that will produce 



            16    a, you know, a proof of vaccination.  They're not there 



            17    yet.  And that's just Orange County.  



            18             We know that we have visitors to the OC Fair 



            19    from all over the state and out of the country as well, 



            20    so the ability for our staff to be able to effectively, 



            21    you know, check for proof of vaccination is rather 



            22    daunting.  In addition to that, if the county can reach 



            23    that herd immunity level, county health care will deem 



            24    it safe for people to gather again.  If we don't reach 



            25    that herd immunity, then there's -- then we won't get 
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             1    approval to move forward with the Fair no matter what 



             2    the dates.



             3             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Michele, with the -- with 



             4    the vaccinations, those that are vaccinated do get a 



             5    card that indicates that when they had their first shot, 



             6    when they had their second shot, and sort of like a, 



             7    almost like a driver's license for that matter.  So 



             8    there is some fairly simple certification, so you might 



             9    want to look into that as well as the matter progresses.  



            10             I'd be interested in hearing from other Board 



            11    members as to what their thoughts are around the social 



            12    distancing and other protocols that we would have in 



            13    place.



            14             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Are there any other 



            15    Board members who would like to comment on this item?  



            16             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  This is Director Aitken, just 



            17    to respond to Director La Belle.  You know, I think that 



            18    we need to empower our staff and those temporary, full- 



            19    or part-time employees to be enforcing the CDC 



            20    guidelines on mask wearing.  We don't know what those 



            21    are going to be or whether we can open them.  



            22             But I just think we need to -- it's very hard 



            23    to look at this right now when we don't know whether 



            24    we're going to have vaccines for under 65 by August or 



            25    whether we're going to be fighting this into the fall, 
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             1    potentially, I know none of us want to say it, but into 



             2    2022.  But I think as long as we empower our staff and 



             3    the employees to enforce the current CDC guidelines, 



             4    we're just going to have to do the best that we can.  



             5             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.  This is Director Ruiz.  I 



             6    totally agree with Director Aitken.  You know, it's -- 



             7    we're going to have our people who are going to give our 



             8    staff -- you know, people who work in the Fair -- a hard 



             9    time for not wanting to wear a mask.  That will help, 



            10    unfortunately.  So, you know, whatever we can do to 



            11    empower them like Director Aitken said, I'm all for that 



            12    because we want safety not only for the people coming in 



            13    but as well the people who are going to be working the 



            14    grounds as well.  So I'm all in favor.  



            15             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  This is Doug, again.  I'm 



            16    going to be conversing with Newton, Nick, and Robert to 



            17    see if there's any interest in doing a Beach Boys 



            18    tribute band, and if there is, with a little bit of 



            19    luck, we'd probably be ready for 2024 and 2025 at the 



            20    latest.  So I'll report back on that later.  



            21             (Simultaneous Speaking.)



            22             CEO RICHARDS:  We'll save a date, performance 



            23    date for you.  



            24             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I'd pay for that.  



            25             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Too cute.  Too cute.  This 
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             1    is Sandra, and I think that one of the things that we 



             2    need to go ahead and make sure that, you know, we all 



             3    feel good about is that the approach when a restaurant 



             4    is open you have to walk in with a mask and then you sit 



             5    down and then you have to take it off to go ahead and 



             6    eat.  



             7             When you're at the airport, which I've been at 



             8    the airport a lot lately, it's kind of like the same 



             9    thing.  People buy Starbucks and then the mask is off 



            10    for that reason.  And most of what happens at the Fair 



            11    really is food.  So the great part is that we have so 



            12    much space.  And I think with Disneyland opening pretty 



            13    soon and us invited to explore the what if possibility 



            14    and whatever is it that they have in place we should be 



            15    able to go and duplicate a lot of things that are 



            16    working and make them work.  



            17             But for example, even touching on people that 



            18    have the vaccine.  I'm not quite sure that that's even a 



            19    topic of conversation because there's so many people 



            20    that will not have the vaccine or choose not to have the 



            21    vaccine.  And I'm not quite sure that we can even make 



            22    that a condition of in, you know, any shape or form.  



            23             So a lot of great things to talk about and 



            24    think about, but I think that at the and of the day 



            25    there's a lot of other places that are already in place 
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             1    with specific procedures.  And we just need to make sure 



             2    that the people coming to the Fair are going to feel 



             3    comfortable being around other people that don't have 



             4    their masks on while their eating or so on because 



             5    that's just a fact impact.  It's what's happening.  



             6             CEO RICHARDS:  I think you bring up some very, 



             7    very good points, Director Cervantes.  And, you know, 



             8    our staff has spent months and months researching those 



             9    safety protocols, those health and safety protocols and 



            10    developing materials.  And it really goes back to our 



            11    marketing and communications plans to educate people on 



            12    how to fair, what's going to be required when you come 



            13    to the OC Fair so that we can present a healthy and safe 



            14    environment for everyone.  



            15             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Great.  Thank you.  



            16    And, you know, maybe this is an item because of the 



            17    level of information that we need to review and the 



            18    Board needs to focus on this one topic, you know, 



            19    perhaps we can limit what we have on the agenda for 



            20    March and just fully focus on -- on this issue.  I mean 



            21    the Fair is one of the most important events that we 



            22    host every year, and it's a community-building event.  



            23             And we're also working on, you know, helping 



            24    economic development around the area.  So I think if we 



            25    can focus on this thoughtful topic and, you know, 
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             1    provide feedback and also get answers for you based on 



             2    some of the questions today.  We can work -- why don't 



             3    we work on that for next month?  



             4             CEO RICHARDS:  I think time is only going to 



             5    help us with more information as it comes out.  We know 



             6    it.  It seems to change on a daily basis, so I think 



             7    it's very smart to take the time to, you know, gather as 



             8    much information as possible.  



             9             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.  So we'll 



            10    table this item if there is no objection to that -- to 



            11    March.  Okay.  I'm going to move on to agenda Item 10D, 



            12    which is the committee ad hoc reports -- or the 



            13    committee liaison reports.  At this time I'd like to 



            14    report on the Leadership Committee.  Director La Belle, 



            15    do you have anything to add on the Leadership Committee 



            16    front?



            17             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  No, not at this time, 



            18    other than Doug Lofstrom is continuing his information 



            19    gathering on behalf of the committee and the Board and 



            20    progress is being made, and I have nothing further at 



            21    this point in time beyond that.  



            22             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  And Doug 



            23    Lofstrom actually wanted to be here today to give an 



            24    update, but I'm just going to briefly -- because I know 



            25    that we're already into a 3:00 o'clock hour, I'm going 
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             1    to go ahead and just briefly give an update.  



             2             At the last meeting the Board of Directors 



             3    approved unanimously that we would go ahead and move 



             4    forward with an equestrian center market study.  Just to 



             5    asses the property -- oh, sorry.  Just to asses the 



             6    property Doug Lofstrom is working on this initiative for 



             7    the Fair.  He has provided an update on operating 



             8    models.  He's researching files.  



             9             He has been working with the trainers and 



            10    boarders.  There's a survey that will be going into 



            11    marketing among that community.  They're a very 



            12    important part of the equestrian center.  So we want to 



            13    keep them very engaged.  



            14             The tentative EQC study schedule is as follows:  



            15    February it's research and assessment.  March, he will 



            16    continue researching.  He'll provide an evaluation and 



            17    develop financial documents for the Board to review.  In 



            18    April he will develop a preliminary EQC study and then 



            19    in May, he will review preliminary EQC study with the 



            20    Leadership Committee and the full Board of Directors.  



            21             So that's all that I have today on that front.  



            22    Any questions or comments from the Board on that?  



            23    Hearing that there are none, we will go ahead and move 



            24    on to the Financial Monitoring Committee.  Is Director 



            25    Bagneris on the call?  









                                                                        161



�





                                                                           





             1             SECRETARY ANGUS:  I don't believe she is.  



             2             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Do we have a 



             3    report from that committee, Michele?  



             4             CEO RICHARDS:  We do, and it's included in my 



             5    CEO updates.  So I can go over those numbers.  



             6             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.  We'll go 



             7    ahead and defer to that update.  Facilities Committee, 



             8    Director Aitken or Director Ruiz?  



             9             DIRECTOR RUIZ:  I don't have anything to report 



            10    unless Director Aitken has anything, and I have to cut 



            11    out because I have another 3:00 p.m. Zoom meeting.  It 



            12    already started, so my apologies.  See you all next 



            13    month.  



            14             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Bye.  Thank you.  And 



            15    Director Aitken, no updates on that front?  Okay.  The 



            16    Governance Committee, we have no updates at this time.  



            17    Director Cervantes, anything to go add on that front?  



            18             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Nothing on that front.  



            19             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Community 



            20    Affairs Committee, Director Kovacevich?  



            21             DIRECTOR Kovacevich:  Hi.  Really quick 



            22    summary:  We met on February 16 to discuss next steps 



            23    following our report to the Board in January, and as a 



            24    result we recommended that the Board review and discuss 



            25    its May 2019 resolution regarding the Pride flag -- 









                                                                        162



�





                                                                           





             1    Pride Month and flag and display of the flag.  



             2             And to vote, we recommended to vote either to 



             3    reaffirm or amend, which happened today and you were all 



             4    here for.  So that was the only work that our committee 



             5    did, and now that we were able to reach a resolution on 



             6    that, we look forward to advancing some of the other 



             7    causes in the time between now and the next meeting.  



             8    Thank you.  



             9             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you Director 



            10    Kovacevich.  Centennial Farm Foundation, any updates 



            11    Director Cervantes?  



            12             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  No, not at this time.  



            13             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Heroes 



            14    Hall Veterans Foundation, any updates Vice Chair La 



            15    Belle?  



            16             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  No, not at this time.  



            17    CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Thank you.  I 



            18    know we are going into a six-hour meeting, and I 



            19    apologize.  If we can just hang on for a few more 



            20    minutes.  CEO Richards is going to provide us with her 



            21    CEO updates.  



            22             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Pardon me, Chair 



            23    Rubalcava-Garcia, we have two members of the public.



            24             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Thanks for 



            25    bringing me back to center, Summer.  
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             1             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Reggie Mundekis, when you're 



             2    ready.  



             3             REGGIE MUNDEKIS:  Hi.  Reggie Mundekis speaking 



             4    regarding Community Affairs Committee.  So I'm going to 



             5    keep it really short.  Now that we have the messiness of 



             6    the flag issues behind us, I'm looking forward to seeing 



             7    how the committee comes together to bring more diversity 



             8    of both events and patrons to the fairgrounds and opens 



             9    up the OC Fair and other events to allow our OC 



            10    businesses and restaurants to participate and make 



            11    money.  Thank you.  



            12             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Reggie.  Gibran 



            13    Stout, when you're ready.  Gibran, you're muted.  



            14             GIBRAN STOUT:  Sorry about that.  Can you hear 



            15    me?   



            16             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.



            17             GIBRAN STOUT:  Okay.  I couldn't get to the 



            18    right screen.  Just real quick, appreciate the working 



            19    with Doug Lofstrom on the research and assessment, I'm 



            20    curious if there's any sort of timeline on when the 



            21    workshop and the workshops and surveys are going to be 



            22    doing.  So I don't know if there was a timeline on that, 



            23    I was just curious about that.  So that's it.  Thanks.



            24             SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, 



            25    That's it for public comment.  
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             1             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Director -- I'm sorry.  



             2    CEO Richards.  



             3             CEO RICHARDS:  All right.  I'll run through 



             4    this very quickly.  I know everyone is exhausted, but it 



             5    is important information.  For the first month of the 



             6    new year, the period ending January 31, 2021, revenue is 



             7    favorable to budget by 42,000 dollars.  This was due to 



             8    higher-than-projected event rental activities.  



             9             So we'll be beginning to see more approvals on 



            10    events, outdoor events.  Expenses were also favorable to 



            11    budget by over one million dollars.  Now I know this 



            12    seems like a very high number, but several department 



            13    expenses for the budget year of 2021 are front loaded in 



            14    January, so this variance will obviously normalize 



            15    throughout the year.  The best example of this is our 



            16    budget for capital and major projects of 825,000 dollars 



            17    was all budgeted in January, so -- 



            18             Cash and cash equivalents at the end of January 



            19    was 40.255 million dollars.  That's a 25.6 percent 



            20    decrease over the same period last year.  And just as 



            21    we've done throughout the last year, we will continue to 



            22    provide a budget reforecasting on a monthly basis.  So 



            23    our original 2021 budget included a net loss of 11.8 



            24    million dollars.  



            25             Our reforecasting as of January 31st is now a 
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             1    net loss of 6.65 million.  This closes a gap quite a 



             2    bit, and is based on our ability to have a Fair this 



             3    year with 75 percent attendance capacity rather than the 



             4    originally budgeted 50 percent capacity from the 



             5    original budget.  Okay.  Everybody please be sure to 



             6    visit ocfair.com for these and other upcoming events.  



             7    All the information you need is there.  



             8             Please help us welcome to Centennial Farm two 



             9    sets of these adorable Angora kid goats.  These are not 



            10    lambs, they're goats and a litter of piglets that was 



            11    born on Valentine's Day.  They'll be making their debut 



            12    on the pig cam on our website very soon.  



            13             And while Heroes Hall continues to be closed, 



            14    we want the public to be sure to visit our website for a 



            15    virtual tour including that of the current Private 



            16    Charles Miller watercolor exhibit.  Okay.  And mark your 



            17    calendars for virtual Imaginology, April 19th through 



            18    the 25th.  Full details coming at next month's Board 



            19    meeting.  And that concludes our report.  



            20             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, CEO 



            21    Richards.  Now I'm going to go ahead and go to agenda 



            22    Item 11, Board of Directors matter of public -- of 



            23    information.  Can we start with Director Aitken?  



            24             DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Sure.  Thank you, everyone, 



            25    members of the public for hanging in for such a long 
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             1    meeting.  Your input is so important.  No new things to 



             2    report.  Just want to wish everybody -- can't wait for 



             3    Imaginology.  Loved the last slide, but wishing 



             4    everybody health, safe next month until we see you 



             5    again.  Thank you so much for coming.  



             6             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Director 



             7    Kovacevich?



             8             DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yes.  Thank you all for 



             9    attending and hanging in, as Director Aitken said.  And 



            10    thank you, Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, for managing this 



            11    meeting.  I know that probably took a lot of effort, the 



            12    rest of us could go off video and you had to be on the 



            13    whole time managing the schedule, so thank you.  



            14    Tremendous job and also thank you to the staff and CEO 



            15    Richards, you guys always do a tremendous job.  



            16             And a lot -- a lot got done today.  So we 



            17    should feel good about our work this week, and look 



            18    forward to seeing everybody next month.  Stay safe, and 



            19    take care, everyone.  Thank you.  



            20             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Director 



            21    Cervantes?  



            22             DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Thank you.  Well, great 



            23    job, Director Rubalcava-Garcia.  This was a brutal 



            24    meeting, not for us, but I think for everybody else who 



            25    had to stay on the line for such a long time.  But a lot 
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             1    of important items to be covered.  



             2             And I want to really say thank you and 



             3    appreciate Michele and her team, and especially Summer 



             4    for an outstanding job of her kindness with the public 



             5    during this pandemic.  So thank you, everybody, for 



             6    everything that everybody does, and stay safe.  



             7             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Vice Chair 



             8    La Belle?  



             9             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.  Ditto everything 



            10    that's been said, Sandra and everyone else.  I want to 



            11    thank Nick and Robert for a fine job they did in terms 



            12    of both the presentation on the Black History Month.  I 



            13    thought this was extremely interesting, and I was very, 



            14    very pleased with that.  And then your work on the flag 



            15    issue and now we'll move forward.  



            16             And I do concur with the Chair that next month 



            17    will be a good time to really spend some quality time 



            18    focusing on where we're going with the Fair and what the 



            19    requirements are going to be.  Stay safe, everybody, And 



            20    we'll talk soon.  



            21             CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Vice Chair 



            22    La Belle.  And I just want to thank all of the Board 



            23    members for all of their time and dedication to the 



            24    Fair.  I know this is a voluntary appointment, so I 



            25    appreciate all of your efforts.  So thank you and, of 
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             1    course, to the staff, thank you for all you do. 



             2             And just one reminder, cookie season -- Girl 



             3    Scout cookie season is still going, and it's actually 



             4    been extended, so make sure you support Girl Scouts.  



             5    It's a great organization.  They support headship among 



             6    girls, and it's Women's History Month coming up in 



             7    March.  It's a very nobel thing, so thank you all.  The 



             8    next Board meeting is March 25th, and this meeting is 



             9    adjourned.



            10             (Whereupon, the OCFEC Board of Directors 



            11    Meeting was hereby adjourned at 3:15 p.m.)  
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