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From: Gibran Stout <ocvaulting@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, October 13, 2023 1:15 PM
To: 'Dimetria Jackson:'; 'Tanya Bilezikjian:'; 'Barbara Bagneris:'; 

nkovacevich@ocfairboard.com; 'Vice Chair:'; 'Douglas La Belle:'; 
npham@ocfairboard.com; 'Chair:'; 'Natalie Rubalcava-Garcia:'; 'Robert Ruiz:'

Cc: Michele Richards
Subject: Stewards of a great resource
Attachments: resolution_ocfec_ECOC_Governor.pdf; resolution_ocfec_irvine.pdf; 

resolution_ocfec_OPA.pdf; resolution_ocfec_OC_trails_advisory.pdf; 
resolution_ocfec_Orange.pdf; Resolution_ocfec_Laguna_Beach.pdf; 
Resolution_ocfec_SJC_2009.pdf; Resolution_ocfec_OCBos_2009.pdf; 
Resolution_ocfec_CCM_2009.pdf

Dear Esteemed Board Members,  
   
I write to you today, confused, about the entire Equestrian Center “discussion” at last month’s Board meeting. While we 
can all get caught up in panic and arguing about the suggestion of a “gift” of funds here; We must remember that the 
courts have already established a number of broad exceptions the general “gift” prohibition in that funds extended for a 
“public purpose” are not prohibited.     
   
So, in accordance with OCFEC’s Mission, and “Board Governance Policy Manual”, your #2  “PURPOSE” is, “to construct, 
maintain, and operate recreational and cultural facilities of general public interest in Orange County.” ; All of which is 
further reflected in your current, & prior, Strategic Plan(s,), (current Strategic Plan here, pg. 11-12 specifically dedicated 
to the Equestrian Center)  
   
Furthermore, the record also documents that the entire community agrees preserving the Equestrian Center is of huge 
public benefit fulfilling a public purpose, vital to all of Orange County.   
This fact is evidenced by the following (attached) Council & Board Resolutions & letters:  

1. Orange County Board of Supervisors  
2. City of Costa Mesa  
3. City of Orange  
4. City of Laguna Beach  
5. City of Irvine  
6. City of San Juan Capistrano  
7. Orange County Regional Trails  
8. Orange Park Association  
9. Equestrian Coalition of Orange County  

   
I thank you in advance for your thoughtful review, and consideration of this information and am happy to answer any 
questions.  
   
Most Sincerely,  
Gibran Stout  
949-355-7023  





















 

   
 ORANGE PARK ASSOCIATION 
PO BOX 2293 ORANGE, CA 92859 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 9, 2009 
 
 
Ms. Julie Vandermost 
Chair, Board of Directors 
OC Fair and Events Center 
88 Fair Drive 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
 
 
Dear Ms. Vandermost, 
 
Thank you for taking the time to allow public comment on January 22, 2009 concerning 
the Equestrian Center at the fair grounds. 
 
As you were able to see there is a rather large contingent that is most concerned at the 
possibility of losing the equestrian center. This center has a rich history of serving not 
only the equestrian community, but fair goers as well. 
 
This equestrian center has a history of being part of the fair and in recent years, for some 
unknown reason, there have not been any equestrian events that could stimulate the 
public’s interest and help the fair with added attractions for the public’s participation. 
This is a terrible oversight and could easily be rectified. 
 
Given the heritage and the history that horses have had in Orange County this would be a 
loss of monumental proportions. The 4H clubs of Orange County have used this facility 
to conduct Horsemanship Shows that have led members to participate at the state level- 
and our kids are our most important asset! What a loss that would be for them. 
 



The fairground has served as an emergency evacuation center in times of need and that 
would be another huge loss for our equestrian areas. This equestrian center is one of the 
last public boarding facilities in Orange County and we can ill afford to have it shuttered. 
 
I understand that your board is feeling the pressure of having to find additional space for 
venues that do not operate on a year round basis and the “highest and best use” of this site 
may not be for horses. I would beg to differ with that argument as the highest and best 
use could be any development for the entire fairgrounds and that would be wrong for the 
public. 
 
As for the need for additional parking, as I suggested in my comments before you, there 
are many options that may fulfill the requirements needed. There is a large parking 
facility at Orange Coast College that could be better used. People could and should be 
encouraged to “park and ride” to the fairgrounds from outlying neighborhoods. This 
would promote carpooling and put the fair at the “cutting edge” of conservation. 
 
I appreciate the time and consideration that you will be giving to the equestrian center. 
Please keep in mind the rich history of equestrians at the fairgrounds, the history of 
horses in Orange County, how equestrians could play a roll in the fair, the greater need of 
this facility for public good, and our children’s need of this facility. 
 
We can all find a place to park our cars, but it is getting more and more difficult to have a 
place to “park” our horses. 
 
Thank you for time and consideration in this matter.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Tom Davidson 
President, Orange Park Association 
 
Cc:  Bill Campbell, Supervisor 3rd District 
 Chris Norby, Supervisor 4th District 
 Janet Nguyen, Supervisor 1st District 
 John Moorlach, Supervisor 2nd District 
 Patricia Bates, Board Chair, Supervisor 5th  District  













ORANGE COUNTY
REGIONAL RECREATIONAL TRAILS
ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RRTAC)

March 31, 2009

Ms. Julie Vandermost
Chair, Board of Directors
OC Fair & Event Center
88 Fair Drive
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Dear Ms. Vandermost:

At the March 23,2009 RRTAC meeting, Kristene McGovern, representing the Equestrian
Coalition of Orange County (ECOC), appeared before and informed the Committee of the
OC Fair Board of Directors' current consideration of the complete removal of the remaining
7.5-acre Equestrian Center.

As you know, the mission of the Orange County Fair and Event Center is the "Celebration of
Orange County's Communities, Interests and Heritage". Equestrian activities have long been an
integral element of the County's heritage, and continue to be so today. However, although
interest in equestrian activities remains strong in the county, their future is threatened by the
continuing elimination of support facilities.

The original 15-acre Orange County Fairgrounds Equestrian Center was built in 1980. In 2003,
changes to the OC Fair's Master Plan, adopted by the OC Fair Board, resulted in removal of half
the original Equestrian Center acreage and the loss of over 100 stalls. This removal significantly
reduced available stabling in Orange County, and also reduced the Equestrian Center's ability to
accommodate relocation of large animals during an emergency.

During the recent Santiago Canyon fire, for example, the remaining portion of the Equestrian
Center served as an Emergency Evacuation Center for large animals. The complete elimination
of the Equestrian Center facilities would further reduce the number of available Emergency
Evacuation Centers in the county, seriously compromising emergency housing oflarge animals.

During the past ten years, Orange County has suffered the closure of numerous stable facilities,
which has resulted in the loss of approximately 1,400 stalls. The closing of these stables has
increased waiting lists at the few remaining stables, and has driven up stall rental prices by as
much as 40-50 %.

Considering the substantial loss of stable facilities, there is a significant public benefit in
preserving the remaining stables in Orange County---including the stables located at the Orange
County Fairgrounds. The Equestrian Center is one of only two remaining major stabling
facilities in all of the Northwest County.



Following a discussion of these impacts, the RRTAC unanimously voted to support the
preservation of the equestrian facilities at the Orange County Fairgrounds. This committee
opposes any action that further reduces the number of available stalls at the Fairgrounds, and
encourages the OC Fair Board and equestrian community to work together to preserve this vital
and historic resource, expand its service to the local community, and integrate its use into
OC Fair events.

Frederick Redell
Chair, RRTAC

cc: Patricia C. Bates, Chair, Orange County Board of Supervisors
Janice M. Posnikoff, Vice President, ECOC







RESOLUTION NO 10368

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF ORANGE REQUESTING SUPPORT

IN MAINTAINING THE EXISTING 7 5 ACRE

EQUESTRIAN CENTER AT THE ORANGE

COUNTY FAIR AND EVENT CENTER FOR

FUTURE GENERATIONS TO ENJOY

WHEREAS the Orange County Fair and Event Center OCFEC in Costa Mesa

California is celebrating its 118th anniversary and

WHEREAS the 32nd District Agricultural Association doing business as the

OCFEC is a State entity within the Division of Fairs and Expositions California Department
of Food and Agriculture and

WHEREAS the mission of the OCFEC IS Celebration of Orange County s

Communities Interests and Heritage and

WHEREAS horses and livestock have always been an integral part ofthe history
communities and heritage of Orange County and equestrian activities have always been an
important component of the OCFEC and

WHEREAS in 1980 the 15 acres of the Orange County Fairgrounds Equestrian
Facility was constructed In 2003 changes to the OCFECs Master Plan resulted in the

removal of7 5 acres ofthe Equestrian Center with a loss of over 100 stalls and

WHEREAS the removal of the 7 5 acres significantly reduced the Equestrian
Center s ability to accommodate the relocation of large animals during an emergency in the

County Complete elimination of the 7 5 acres would further reduce the number of available
locations in the County suited for emergency housing of large animals The Fair s Master

Plan adopted by the Board of Directors in 2003 called for the removal of 7 5 acres of the

Equestrian Center with 7 5 acres to remain and

WHEREAS considering the substantial loss of stable facilities in Orange County
there is a tremendous public benefit in preserving the existing 7 5 equestrian acres at the

OCFEC and

WHEREAS the Orange County Fairgrounds Equestrian Center provides
irreplaceable public benefit to numerous local non-profit youth organizations including
opportunities for disabled youth and



WHEREAS it is the understanding of the City ofOrange that the Orange County
Fair Board of Directors is actively considering the complete removal of the remaining 7 5
acres Equestrian Center

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of
Orange hereby supports the preservation of the existing 7 5 acre Equestrian Center at the
Orange County Fair and Event Center opposes any action that would reduce the number of

available stalls and encourages the Orange County Fair Board and the equestrian community
to work together to preserve this vital resource

ADOPTED this 28th day ofApril 2009

ATTEST

I MARY E MURPHY City Clerk of the City of Orange California do hereby
certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly and regularly adopted by the City Council ofthe City of Orange at a regular meeting thereof held on the 28t day ofApril 2009 by the
following vote

AYES

NOES

ABSENT

ABSTAIN

COUNCILMEMBERS Smith Murphy Cavecche Bilodeau
COUNCILMEMBERS None

COUNCILMEMBERS Dumitru

COUNCILMEMBERS None


